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Greetings and God's blessings to you all

If you are reading your very first "Making a Difference" I extend a special welcome to you and hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share.  And if you have been a member of the Beloved King Ministries’ flock for some time, whether you are a regular correspondent or a passive reader who has enjoyed receiving our magazine each month I want you to know that you are prayed for every single day.  I love every single one of you and praise God for you.  
I want to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share items with us and especially to those dear people who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially.  If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
I pray that God will abundantly bless you, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and those most dear to you will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail in wonderful new ways.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm or distressed.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.
David R Holt
IMPORTANT REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change Internet servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  If possible please send the change of address from your OLD address because, if I happen to miss it, Mailbox Filter will reject it if you send it from your new one.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  There are two options available to you.  One is in MS Office Word and all you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel and the magazine will open).  The other is as a PDF file which requires Adobe Reader.  If you don’t have Adobe Reader, a link to download it FREE is provided in the notice.  Once installed on your computer, it will allow trouble-free access to not only ‘Making a Difference’ but also to many other web sites so I strongly recommend installing it on your computer.  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

Of course, all past editions of Making A Difference are on the Beloved King Ministries’ web site too. Just click HERE and then, when the home page opens, click the “Making A Difference” button fifth from the top on the left of your screen. Then click the editions you want to see.
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DISCLAIMER 
Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
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It isn’t What You Do but What You Think!
In Romans 7, the apostle Paul had been writing about every human’s struggle with sin and then made a personal statement.  Beginning at verse 7, the King James Version of the Bible words it thus:
7 “What shall we say then?  Is the Law sin?  God forbid.  Nay, I had not known sin but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the Law had said, ‘Thou shalt not covet.’  8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence.  For without the Law sin was dead.  9 For I was alive without the law once; but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death.  11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.  12 Wherefore the Law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.
13 Was that which is good made death unto me?  God forbid.  But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.  14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.  15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that I do not; but what I hate, that do I.  16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the Law that it is good.  17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.  18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.  20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.  21 I find then a Law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.  22 For I delight in the Law of God after the inward man:  23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.  24 O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  So then with the mind I myself serve the Law of God; but with my flesh the law of sin.”
OK, who REALLY understood all that?  I can personally admit that, for years, whenever I read that passage of Scripture, because of the confusing language, I just skipped over it without getting a fraction of Paul’s very important words.  So, on the assumption that I’m not the only one who has done that, this month, I want to try to simplify Paul’s message.
The first thing we need to be aware of is that all the words in italics in the above passage are added by the translators – ostensibly in an attempt to clarify the writings when translated.  You might say that they are just words that, in the original Greek that Paul wrote in, the added words were “understood” in the context of the overall wording. We do the same thing today when we say such things as “Come here” where the word “You” is not spoken.  This same system is obvious in verse 7where the word “Is” has been added.  The original Greek wording was in a form that immediately told the reader it was a question without a necessity to include the verb so that they would have said, “The Law sin?” in much the same way that we might say today, “You OK?” without using the word “Are.”   However, where the word “how” is added in verse 18 the choice is nowhere nearly so clear-cut.  Whilst “how” is quite possibly what Paul was saying, it could for example just have equally been “why” or “when.”  Therefore we should be cautious when it comes to added wording.
So let’s look at a much later translation of the same passage – this time from “The Message” Bible.  Before doing so though, I want to emphasise that, whilst the almost 400-year-old King James Version is what is called a “dynamic translation,” The Message (and other more modern versions like “The Living Bible”) are paraphrases where the literal word-for-word translation has been substituted by the translator’s interpretation of the original wording.  Thus, the acceptability of such versions very much depends on the interpreter’s UNDERSTANDING of the original IN THE CONTEXT in which it was written.
In The Message version there are lots of idiomatic expressions like “sin looked pretty dull and lifeless” (verse 8) used to interpret the original wording.  Now it is possible that someone in 2000 years time could find that and wonder what was “pretty” about sin and, in fact, how can “dull and lifeless” be pretty anyway?  After all, “pretty” means attractive to the eye doesn’t it so how could something dull and lifeless be pretty?  Without knowing the 20th century colloquial use of the word pretty, a distant future translator would be faced with quite a perplexing anomaly wouldn’t he?  Do you see the point here?  Here is how The Message expresses Paul’s message:
7 But I can hear you say, "If the law code was as bad as all that, it's no better than sin itself." That's certainly not true. The law code had a perfectly legitimate function. Without its clear guidelines for right and wrong, moral behaviour would be mostly guesswork. Apart from the succinct, surgical command, "You shall not covet," I could have dressed covetousness up to look like a virtue and ruined my life with it.
8 Don't you remember how it was? I do, perfectly well. The law code started out as an excellent piece of work. What happened, though, was that sin found a way to pervert the command into a temptation, making a piece of "forbidden fruit" out of it. The law code, instead of being used to guide me, was used to seduce me. Without all the paraphernalia of the law code, sin looked pretty dull and lifeless, 9 and I went along without paying much attention to it. But once sin got its hands on the law code and decked itself out in all that finery, I was fooled, and fell for it. 10 The very command that was supposed to guide me into life was cleverly used to trip me up, throwing me headlong. 11 So sin was plenty alive, and I was stone dead. 12 But the law code itself is God's good and common sense, each command sane and holy counsel.

13 I can already hear your next question: "Does that mean I can't even trust what is good [that is, the law]? Is good just as dangerous as evil?" No again! Sin simply did what sin is so famous for doing: using the good as a cover to tempt me to do what would finally destroy me. By hiding within God's good commandment, sin did far more mischief than it could ever have accomplished on its own.
14 I can anticipate the response that is coming: "I know that all God's commands are spiritual, but I'm not. Isn't this also your experience?" Yes. I'm full of myself--after all, I've spent a long time in sin's prison. 15 What I don't understand about myself is that I decide one way, but then I act another, doing things I absolutely despise. 16 So if I can't be trusted to figure out what is best for myself and then do it, it becomes obvious that God's command is necessary.

17 But I need something more! For if I know the law but still can't keep it, and if the power of sin within me keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need help! 18 I realize that I don't have what it takes. I can will it, but I can't do it. 19 I decide to do good, but I don't really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it anyway. 20 My decisions, such as they are, don't result in actions. Something has gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time.

21 It happens so regularly that it's predictable. The moment I decide to do good, sin is there to trip me up. 22 I truly delight in God's commands, 23 but it's pretty obvious that not all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and just when I least expect it, they take charge.
24 I've tried everything and nothing helps. I'm at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can do anything for me? Isn't that the real question?

25 The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He acted to set things right in this life of contradictions where I want to serve God with all my heart and mind, but am pulled by the influence of sin to do something totally different.
It is interesting to note that, what the King James literal translation took 401 words to say, the more expansive interpretation takes 626 to express.  But, more to the point, wasn’t The Message version like switching a bright light on for you?
If we analyse what Paul wrote, we can single out a few simple statements that apply just as much to us as they did to him – and, when I think about it, if one of the greatest apostles of all time had those problems, why would I persecute myself for having the same?  Of course, the answer is in the final verse but let’s just spell out the main points that we need to remember.

1. Without any Law, humanity in general wouldn’t have a clue what is right and what is wrong.

2. Therefore, we NEED the Law to guide us every day.

3. Because we are direct descendants of Adam and Eve who let sin into the world, we have inherited their propensity to sin.  That is to say, sin comes very naturally to us (Satan even “sells” it as “fun”!).
4. So, even though we know in our hearts that something is wrong – because the Law told us – we still want to do it for a multitude of reasons (excuses).

5. In just the same way, even though we know what we SHOULD be doing, we don’t always do it for the same reasons.

6. As Paul points out, if there was no Law, we wouldn’t really have much of a clue what to do and what not to do but, since there IS a Law, we have all the instruction we need to please our Creator and Saviour – and make no mistake, pleasing Him is a basic requirement for salvation.  If it weren’t, EVERYONE would be in God’s kingdom wouldn’t they? Because Jesus paid for the “sins of THE WORLD,” not just a select few!

7. Paul acknowledges that, on his own, he is hopeless but, with the help of the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ, he CAN overcome sin.

Elsewhere in Scripture we are told that, even though everyone sins (transgresses the Law - 1 John 3:4), salvation is still available to us if we repent and make every effort not to repeat our sins (even though we may not always succeed as Paul so clearly admitted for himself).  The real point is HOW we transgress the Law.  If we do so in the full knowledge of what we are doing and make no effort to curb our behaviour, no sacrifice for sin is left to save us (Hebrews 10:26) because Jesus has paid the ultimate price and cannot do so again. 

Hebrews 6 tells us, 4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, 6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.

This doesn’t mean that someone who lapses from his or her faith is permanently lost.  In the first century, when this was written, a pagan who investigated Christianity but rejected it in favour of his pagan beliefs chose to have nothing to do with it.  However, for Jews who became Christians and then later decided to return to Judaism (remember that this is from the letter to the Hebrews), the separation was not so obvious because their whole lifestyle continued as before.  By deliberately rejecting Christ as their promised Messiah, they severed any chance of salvation through God’s forgiveness.  Anyone who rejects Jesus as their Saviour is thus lost no matter how “good” they are in society.   They have, as the Scripture says, “tasted the goodness of the word” but, in rejecting it, cannot be brought back without crucifying Jesus all over again.
So don’t despair when it seems impossible for you to obey God’s Law.  If, like Paul, you KNOW the Law (ALL of it) and sincerely WANT to be obedient, the Holy Spirit will help and guide you.  It is only when you deliberately break the Law even though you know it perfectly well that you are lost.

In the past I have quoted Proverbs 28:9 which says, “If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestable” and, again, we need to carefully notice what it DOESN’T say.   It doesn’t say that the prayers of anyone who BREAKS the Law are detestable.  As Paul wrote in Romans 3:23, EVERYONE breaks the Law and so, if those who break it are lost, then heaven will be empty!  What the Proverb is telling us is that, when someone has been told what the Law says and makes a conscious decision to ignore it, even his prayers are a waste of time because God detests them – or, more accurately, God detests his hypocrisy!
Just think about it, if you were God and someone came to you in prayer after deliberately doing his own thing in contravention of your Law, would you give him much credibility?  Wouldn’t you want to say to that person, “Why do you ask me for my blessings when you deliberately disobey the Law that I gave to you for YOUR benefit (blessing)?  More to the point, why should I give you my blessings when you have demonstrated to me that you will only abuse them?  Away from me, you who work iniquity, I never knew you!”
However, if a person got down on his knees before you and openly admitted that he had broken your Law but was feeling terrible for allowing himself to lapse into iniquity and begged your forgiveness?  Simply accepting that he had broken the Law is an acknowledgement that it IS the Law and that he is NOT turning a deaf ear to it!
So where do YOU stand when it comes to sin?  If you say you don’t commit it, you’re just kidding yourself (certainly not anyone else!).  One thing’s for sure, you cannot kid God!  He LOVES you no matter what you DO and He will NEVER reject you, but when you throw His guidance and blessings back in His face, YOU reject HIM.  And, if you reject Him, as the Scripture says, no sacrifice for sin remains.
It’s YOUR call.

PS: Whilst I have NO desire to be a “prophet of doom,” just consider this: Tomorrow may be too late!
DRH 
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I am confused
Dear David,
In past editions of Making A Difference you have quoted Proverbs 28:9 which says that even the prayers of someone who turns a deaf ear to God’s Law are detestable and this makes me wonder about God being a merciful God.  The Bible also says that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God so how can anyone enter God’s kingdom?
I am confused.

Aaron Richards.

Dear Aaron,

Thank you for your very valid question.  You will notice that I have quoted both the verses you mention in this month’s editorial which I wrote before receiving your letter and so your message is very timely.

The crucial point we need to remember and be fully aware of is that, although all sin and fall short of God’s glory, some do so (for want of a better way of wording it) “by mistake.”  Another Scripture that I have quoted more than once in the past is Hebrews 10:26, 27 which says, “For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgement and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” (KJV).

To answer your question we need to make a close word-by-word study of these verses.  Your question suggests that you already know the biblical definition of sin which is “transgression of the Law” (1 John 3:4) so let’s reword the Hebrews verses to discover their full meaning.  For if we break God’s Law wilfully (deliberately in the full premeditated knowledge of what we are doing) after we have received (been told or read) the truth (what the Bible REALLY teaches as opposed to what many churches teach), there isn’t anything more that can be done to save us from our lawlessness (since Jesus can’t be crucified again – remember He said, “It is finished.”) which means that all we can certainly look forward to in dreadful fear is judgement, a guilty verdict (because we have no alibi) and the prescribed sentence which is death (the second and eternal death) in the lake of fire (prepared for Satan and his angels).
From this it is obvious that God IS merciful because He isn’t going to condemn someone for breaking a law that he doesn’t know – that is, BEFORE receiving the knowledge of the truth.  Paul clarified that in Romans 7:7 when he wrote, “I would not have known what sin was except through the Law.”  

However, once a person HAS learned what God’s Law commands, he has absolutely no excuse for breaking it, does he?  Well, he may try to MAKE some excuse (such as working on the Sabbath because he’ll lose his job if he doesn’t) but, when you think about that, such an excuse only demonstrates a lack of trust in God’s providence.  Yet another verse I often quote is my personal favourite, Proverbs 3:5, which says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding.”  

So someone who knows no better will not only receive God’s mercy if he or she inadvertently breaks divine Law (the Ten Commandments) but his or her prayers will be heard and answered by God according to HIS will.  Which brings us back to your question.  When someone has had the Law explained to him, but makes a personal decision that keeping it doesn’t suit him, he is, in effect, turning a deaf ear to it isn’t he?  The Scripture – which we must remember, was written by divine inspiration for OUR benefit – makes it vividly clear that the prayers of a person who has done that are detestable to God.  Why?  Because, when you think about it, a person who blatantly defies God’s Law and then prays to Him expecting blessings is a hypocrite!
As the Bible says, ALL sin (transgress the Law) because we are all human and humans make mistakes.  What we need to remember is that there’s a HUGE difference between making a genuine mistake and deliberately doing something wrong.  One area that I personally occasionally slip up on is breaking the third commandment.  Before I was a Christian, I quite often used the name of God as an expletive.  If something surprised me, it was “normal” for me to say something like, “Oh! God!” or “Gaw blimey.”  Back then, I didn’t even know that “Gaw blimey” was actually a corruption of “God blind me.”  If I had known, I probably wouldn’t have even started to say it since, as a professional photographer, I value my eyesight tremendously but, in my ignorance, I said it.  It didn’t actually mean anything specific to me at the time other than being in the same vein as “Wow!” or “Help!”  But now that I know what it means, I try hard not to say it any more.  But, occasionally, in moments of high tension, it still pops out.  I can’t shove it back where it came from even though I wish I could.  So all that remains for me is to apologise to God and ask His forgiveness.  
But if I made a conscious decision to not even attempt to curb the use of such expressions, I would be deliberately turning a deaf ear to the third commandment and, therefore, my prayers would be detestable to God.  I hope this explains this to you Aaron.  DRH.
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Your Life Is Jesus to Someone
Author Unknown

Shared by Paul & Joanne Recht

YOUR LIFE is Jesus to someone,
Though tattered and torn it may be.
Though often times weak and unstable, 
You're all of God someone will see.

YOUR TONGUE is Jesus to someone.
That idle, insensitive word
Reflects to at least one searching heart
An idle, insensitive Lord.

YOUR GOALS are Jesus to someone.
What you put first, they believe, 
Are the goals of God for the Christian.
Your life is all they receive.

YOUR FAITHFULNESS is Jesus to someone.
Their judgment of how God is true, 
Rests unquestionably in the faithfulness
They see day by day in you.

YOUR LOVE is Jesus to someone
That someone who is seeking to know
That Jesus will follow and guide and
Befriend wherever in life they might go.

SO BEWARE lest others blaspheme
God by what you say or do, 
For the only Jesus that someone knows
Is the Jesus they see in you.
Choose Default Settings

By Ed Damas

How many of us, in our everyday lives, when presented with important options, automatically choose "use default settings"? We live most of out lives by default, because it takes careful consideration and introspection to do otherwise.
Last night, as I was installing yet another new piece of software on my home computer, I was presented with a series of "dialog boxes" which popped up to ask me how to proceed. Instinctively, I chose the "use default settings" option on each one of these informative little menus, because I had neither the time nor inclination to sort through all the available options. I know that most of the time, this works fine for me; my computer will, generally speaking, function adequately by letting someone else make the weighty decisions for me.

But it did get me thinking. How many of us, in our everyday lives, when presented with important options, automatically choose "use default settings." We live most of our lives by default, because it takes careful consideration and introspection to do otherwise. We select our careers, our use of time, our entertainment, our spouses, and our education, based on default settings. Living by default is not a decision; it is the lack of making a decision.

Sadly, living by decision seems to work reasonably well for most of us... at least for a while.  However, sooner or later the "fault" in default kicks in. We are apt to wake up one day with the appalling realization that the world has made most of our decisions for us. Thinking for oneself, especially when it requires one to swim against the tide, is extremely hard work, far more so than mere gruelling manual labour. Most of humanity lives in one form of slavery or another, ironically, because it is easier and safer than breaking free.

As servants of the Living God, on the other hand, we are called to live deliberately. We are not to allow the world to press us into its mould but to be initiators of everything that we do. Initiative is what sets us apart from the animal kingdom. Man was created in the Image of God, and the most distinctive aspect of that image is initiative and creativity.

Living by default is insidious, because it's harder to recognize than overt sin. Many of us, especially in Christian circles, can live good, moral lives by default.
The tragedy of default living is that it results in mediocrity, which is far more repugnant to God than overt sin. Jesus said "I'd rather have you be hot or cold, but because you are lukewarm, I will spew you out of my mouth.” From my reading of this passage, I gather it’s far better to make a wrong decision than none at all. We are called to live risky lives; only a corpse makes no mistakes!
This does not give us license to do what God has clearly said is wrong, nor to act unwisely. We are told to seek the counsel and wisdom of our fellow Christians. But ultimately, the decision is with us. God doesn’t have a great deal of praise for fearful, indecisive followers, as the parable of the talent clearly spells out. Burying one’s talent is living by default, and is something to be avoided at all costs.

On the other hand, making a decision to feed the poor, clothe the naked, house the homeless, teach the ignorant, love the unlovely, and touch the untouchable, is the antidote to default living. The choice is yours.




One Seat to a Customer
Author unknown
A man lay sprawled across three seats in the posh theatre.  When the usher came by and noticed this, he whispered to the man, "Sorry, sir, but you're only allowed one seat."

When the man groaned but didn't budge, the usher became impatient.  "Sir, if you don't get up from there I'm going to have to call the manager."

Again, the man just groaned, which infuriated the usher who turned and marched briskly back up the aisle in search of his manager. In a few moments, both the usher and the manager returned and stood over the man.  Together the two of them tried repeatedly to move him, but with no success.  Finally, they summoned the police.

The cop briefly surveyed the situation.  He then asked, "All right buddy, what's your name?"

"Sam," the man moaned.

"Where ya from, Sam?"

With pain in his voice, Sam groaned, "The balcony."


How to Stay Safe in the World Today

Shared by Rowena Ker

1. Avoid riding in automobiles because they are responsible for 20% of all fatal accidents.

2. Do not stay home because 17% of all accidents occur in the home.

3. Avoid walking on streets or sidewalks because 14% of all accidents occur to pedestrians.

4. Avoid travelling by air, rail, or water because 16% of all accidents involve these forms of transportation.

5. Of the remaining 33%, 32% of all deaths occur in Hospitals. So, above all else, avoid hospitals.

BUT

You will be pleased to learn that only .001% of all deaths occur in worship services in church, and these are usually related to previous physical disorders. Therefore, logic tells us that the safest place for you to be at any given point in time is at church!

And Bible study is safe too. The percentage of deaths during Bible study is even less.

So, for SAFETY'S sake - Attend church, and read your Bible.

IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!
Notable Headlines from the Past
Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant


Announcement in a church bulletin 

The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water. 

The sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus.

AND,


A SPECIAL GROCERY LIST

Shared by Susanne Belosev

Louise Redden, a poorly dressed lady with a look of defeat on her face, walked into a grocery store. She approached the owner of the store in a most humble manner and asked if he would let her charge a few groceries.

She softly explained that her husband was very ill and unable to work, they had seven children and they needed food.

John Longhouse, the grocer, scoffed at her and requested that she leave his store at once.

Visualizing the family needs, she said:   "Please, sir! I will bring you the money just as soon as I can."

John told her he could not give her credit, since she did not have a charge account at his store.

Standing beside the counter was a customer who overheard the conversation between the two. The customer walked forward and told the grocer that he would stand good for whatever she needed for her family.

The grocer said in a very reluctant voice, "Do you have a grocery list?"

Louise replied, "Yes sir." 

"O.K" he said, "put your grocery list on the scales and whatever your grocery list weighs, I will give you that amount in groceries."

Louise, hesitated a moment with a bowed head, then she reached into her purse and took out a piece of paper and scribbled something on it. She then laid the piece of paper on the scale carefully with her head still bowed.

The eyes of the grocer and the customer showed amazement when the scales went down and stayed down.

The grocer, staring at the scales, turned slowly to the customer and said begrudgingly, "I can't believe it."

The customer smiled and the grocer started putting the groceries on the other side of the scales. The scale did not balance so he continued to put more and more groceries on them until the scales would hold no more.

The grocer stood there in utter disgust. Finally, he grabbed the piece of paper from the scales and looked at it with greater amazement.

It was not a grocery list; it was a prayer, which said:

"Dear Lord, you know my needs and I am leaving this in your hands."

The grocer gave her the groceries that he had gathered and stood in stunned silence.

Louise thanked him and left the store. The other customer handed a fifty-dollar bill to the grocer and said, 
"It was worth every penny of it  ... Only God Knows how much a prayer weighs."

. 
OBITUARY

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Mr. Common Sense. Mr. Sense had been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape.

He will be remembered as having cultivated such value lessons as knowing when to come in out of the rain, why the early bird gets the worm and that life isn't always fair. Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you earn) and reliable parenting strategies (adults, not kids, are in charge).
His health began to rapidly deteriorate when well intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in place. - Reports of a six-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition.
Mr. Sense declined even further when schools were required to get parental consent to administer aspirin to a student; but, could not inform the parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion.
Finally, Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten Commandments became contraband; churches became businesses; and criminals received better treatment than their victims.

Common Sense finally gave up the ghost after a woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot, she spilled a bit in her lap, and was awarded a huge financial settlement.
Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust, his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason. He is survived by two stepbrothers; My Rights and Ima Whiner.
Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone. If you still remember him, pass this on; if not, join the majority and do nothing.



How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For Some NEW Bible Quizzes

This is a different link to the one we have run for the last few months so, if you 

enjoyed the other one, have a go with these.


Occupations Quiz

Courtesy of Eight Mile Plains Church Bulletin

1. Joseph supported Mary and Jesus as a ?
2. The apostles Andrew and Peter worked as ?
3. Mary Magdalene thought that the risen Lord was ?
4. Jesus’ parable was about a persistent widow and a ?
5. Amos the prophet was among the ? of Tekoa.

6. A ? found “a pearl of great value.”

7. Philip converted a ? named Simon.

8. Aquila, Priscilla and Paul were all ?
9. Anna, the daughter of Phanuel was a ?
10. The Gospel was trouble for Demetrius, a ?
 Fill in the ? with the occupations of the people mentioned.           Answers on page 24


Deathwatch in Siberia 
A story in six parts by W.S. Jesske
From the files of Amazing Facts Ministry

Part Four
One week before Easter on a Thursday night my father had a dream. He saw the stranger sitting in our church while my father conducted the choir. He told us the dream and on Sunday morning he said to Mother, "You stay home. Prepare an Easter dinner while I take the children to Easter morning services." She agreed. Sunday morning my father, my sister and I climbed onto our wagon and he drove our team to church. It was a beautiful Sunday morning. We had prayed and we believed that the Lord would answer our prayers. Father was sitting on the platform after directing the music of the choir.
He searched the faces of the 1,200 people in the congregation, but he just couldn't find the stranger. He searched row after row. He knew many of the people and he knew that he could easily detect a stranger. But he couldn't find this young man who had that particular big, beautiful moustache.
Just before the pastor finished the sermon and father was preparing to conduct the closing anthem, there-there he saw that handsome young man with the beautiful blue eyes and the large moustache sitting on one side of a certain post, not far from the side exit. His heart began to pound. He was thankful and spoke a little prayer to God thanking Him for answering his prayer, for he had seen this very man in the dream.
When the meeting closed, he quickly went to the side entrance and met the young man, took him by the arm, and said, "Come on, young man, you are going home with me today."
The stranger answered, "I am glad, that's what I came here for."
We all climbed onto the wagon and started for home. Very little was said on the road except that the young stranger told father that he had had a dream the Thursday night before that he should come to this particular church. Since he lived a long distance away, he had never visited there before. Mother had our meagre meal ready.
We were hungry most of the time. Many people were starving to death. During those days of revolution, people had lost everything. The government that had been set up was not very favourable to Christian people, and this caused great hardship among the people. But my dear mother had fixed what she had, and we called it Easter Sunday dinner. After we had eaten, this young man started to talk to us. We discovered who he was. He was an Adventist lay worker. His name was Kelm, and he was keeping the seventh-day Sabbath.
This was, of course, very new to us-to see someone in that section of Europe keeping the seventh-day Sabbath that was not a Jew. We told him of our experiences in Siberia with the natives and how we had learned about the Sabbath. But we told him we had not kept it since we had returned to our own home in Europe, because it really didn't fit into our lives at all. This was the beginning of a series of cottage meetings.
The next week young Kelm returned to our home. At that time we had called together five other neighbours to study this wonderful message. We told them of our experience in Siberia. We said the Scripture was really true and that we were not living up to it in every minute detail. We should perhaps turn to it and then trust God to bless us after obeying Him more closely. After several studies with Mr. Kelm, one each week, one of the families withdrew, but five of us did continue to study for some time longer.
We were fully convinced that this was the truth. We studied not only the Sabbath, but many other scriptural doctrines, such as the state of the dead, the millennium, healthful living, and so forth. This all seemed so real and so good to us, and above all, an answer to our prayers. We had prayed that God would send the light, and now it had come.
What should we do? With our families we made our decision and promised each other and God that we would stand united to follow in the footsteps of our Saviour.  Mr. Kelm, and some of the others that had come with him to give us studies, were to return the following week for final studies to prepare us for baptism into the Adventist Church. Now there was another surprise. My father and the other four men met and decided not to be baptized.
On the appointed day toward evening, Mr. Kelm and two of his friends came back to give us the Bible studies. Father was on the roof fixing something there. I was helping him. We saw these three people coming down the hill and as they approached our yard, my father called down from the top of the barn. He told them not to enter the yard, but to turn around and leave as quickly as possible. He said that we did not want to have anything to do with the Adventist people, that they were from the devil, that all these teachings that they had brought to us were false, and we wanted nothing to do with them-just leave.
They couldn't believe what they heard. But as they were trying to come through the gate Father called once more and said not to enter or he would loose the dog. Then they understood that he meant what he said. They tried to talk to him from a distance but it was useless. They turned around. They walked away from the yard, the distance of a short block. There were some bushes there, and they knelt under these bushes in seclusion and prayed for quite a while. Then they arose and left, never to return again.
Mother had watched this whole procedure and was very, very unhappy. She was weeping like a little child, not only for these people who were heartbroken, but for our own souls. She feared that we were lost, forever lost. When Father came down from the roof, Mother was there, and an argument ensued over this experience. But nothing was changed, for Father had spoken.

TO BE CONTINUED
What changed the father’s mind?  What will happen next to the Christian exiles?  

Don’t miss the October edition of Making A Difference for the next episode of Deathwatch in Siberia.






PRAYER


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.
I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem! 


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.

PRAYER
By Jolene

Lord, when I am famished - give me someone who needs food.
When I am thirsty - send me someone who needs water. 
When I am cold - send me someone to warm.
When I am hurting - send me someone to console.
When my cross becomes too heavy - give me another's cross to share.  
When I am poor - lead someone needy to me.
When I have no time - give me someone to help for a moment.
When I am humiliated - give me someone to praise.
When I am discouraged - send me someone to encourage.  
When I am in need of understanding - give me someone who needs mine.
When I need someone to care for me - send me someone to take care of.
When I think of myself - turn my thoughts toward another.
AMEN


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:

1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."

4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."

5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.

6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.

7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).

8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).

9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.

10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem! 


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type your name(s) in the body of the email. If the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please click here. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.


CHILDREN’S CORNER OCCUPATIONS QUIZ ANSWERS
1.
Carpenter.
2.
Fishermen.
3.
Gardener.
4.
Judge.
5.
Shepherd.

6.
Merchant.
7.
Sorcerer.
8.
Tentmakers.
9.
Prophetess.
10.
Silversmith.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother  


By Yvette Burleigh


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philosopherspearl.com/" ��The Philosopher’s Pearl�


Some thought provoking ideas for sceptics





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web page to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created, their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


POEMS


� HYPERLINK "http://www.reflectionsofsouthbreeze.com/Pages/prayer1.htm" ��I Said a Prayer for You� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nancysuemain.com/CardsSweetSentimentsMayAngelsRestBesideYou.html" ��May Angels Rest Beside You� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mamarocks.com/faith.htm" ��Faith� *


 PRAYER


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nancysuemain.com/CardsSweetSentimentsMayAngelsRestBesideYou.html" ��May Angels Rest Beside You� *


WEBSITE


� HYPERLINK "http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=44495" ��Ark of the Covenant’s Discovery Imminent?�
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Dancing with God


By Kimberley Combs


When I meditated on the word GUIDANCE, I was drawn to "dance" at the end of the word. I reflected upon how doing God's will is a lot like dancing. 


When two people try to lead, nothing feels right. The movement doesn't flow with the music, and everything is quite uncomfortable and jerky. When one person realizes this and lets the other lead, both bodies begin to flow with the music.


One gives gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the back or by pressing lightly in one direction or another. It's as if two become one body, moving beautifully. The dance takes surrender, willingness, and attentiveness from one person and gentle guidance and skill from the other.


My eyes drew back to the word GUIDANCE. When I saw "G," I thought of God, followed by "u" and "i." "God, "u" and "i" dance."!  God, you, and I dance. This statement is what guidance means to me.


As I lowered my head, I became willing to trust that I would get guidance about my life. Once again, I became willing to let God lead. 


My prayer for you today is that God's blessings and mercies be upon you and your family on this day and everyday. May you abide in Him as He abides in you. Dance together with God, trusting Him to lead and to guide you through each season of your life.


This prayer is powerful and there is nothing attached. If God has done anything for you in your life, please share this message with someone else, for prayer is one of the best gifts we can receive. There is no cost but a lot of rewards; so let’s continue to pray for one another.


I Hope You Dance!!








For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.


1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17











Food For Thought


Shipwrecked


Shared by Jolene


A voyaging ship was wrecked during a storm at sea and only two of the men on it were able to swim to a small, deserted island. The two survivors, not knowing what else to do, agreed that they had no other recourse but to pray to God.


However, to find out whose prayer was more powerful, they agreed to divide the territory between them and stay on opposite sides of the island.


The first thing they prayed for was food.


The next morning, the first man saw a fruit-bearing tree on his side of the land, and he was able to eat its fruit. The other man's parcel of land remained barren so he went hungry.


After a week, the first man was lonely and he decided to pray for a wife.


The next day, another ship was wrecked, and the only survivor was a woman who swam to his side of the land. On the other side of the island, there was nothing.


Soon the first man prayed for a house, clothes, and more food. The next day, as he explored his territory, he found an abandoned whaler’s home with clothes in the cupboard and many fruit trees surrounding it.  However, the second man still had nothing.


Finally, the first man prayed for a ship, so that he and his wife could leave the island. In the morning, he saw a ship passing his side of the island and lit a fire to attract help.  The captain stopped the ship and sent sailors ashore to rescue the man and his wife


The first man boarded the ship with his wife and, because he considered the other man unworthy to receive God's blessings, since none of his prayers had been answered, decided to leave him on the island.  


As the ship was about to leave, the first man heard a voice from heaven booming, "Why are you leaving your companion on the island?"


"My blessings are mine alone, since I was the one who prayed for them," the first man answered. "His prayers were all unanswered and so he does not deserve anything."


"You are mistaken!" the voice rebuked him.  "He had only one prayer, which I answered. If not for that, you would not have received any of my blessings."


"Tell me," the first man asked the voice, "What did he pray for that I should owe him anything?" The voice answered, "He prayed that all your prayers be answered."


*   *   *   *   *


For all we know, our blessings are not the fruits of our prayers alone, but those of another praying for us.














HAVE YOUR SAY!


Do you have any questions?


Do you have any suggestions?


 Do you have any ideas?


Do you have any revelations?


YOU DO!


Then why not visit a great Christian forum site where YOU can post your very own thoughts, opinions and ideas as well as post questions where everyone visiting the forum can offer their answers?


Click below to visit this great new web site where YOUR comments are important.


� HYPERLINK "http://wolvesforchrist.com/forum/" ��WFC Christian Forums


�By the way, just because this site is owned and operated by a great Christian teenager, it’s NOT just for young people.


EVERYONE IS WELCOME


So, whether you are 9 or 90, why not take a while to visit right now and register as a contributor?�









Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD, �I think the stapler is one of your greatest inventions.�Ruth M.�





By the time a man is wise enough to watch his step, he's too old to go anywhere.�Unknown








�  





























































































































 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt BA


Third printing now available


ORDER YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" ��CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM


�     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 





The Sherry Walter Message





           To know Him...


One must know the Father intimately.  One must love the word of God.


But one must not love the Word more than the Author of the Word.


The Bible cannot save anyone; it is only through Jesus that one can obtain salvation.


No one can come to the Father but through Jesus Christ.


Some quote scriptures left and right, but do not have a relationship with the heavenly Father.


The written Word is our instructions on how to live our lives.


We learn of the days of old, what is expected of us and what is to come.


Humbly the face of God must be sought daily.


Pride will never enter His presence.


If one will not, or cannot, submit to God daily, it is pride that stands in the way.


One truly knows the Father by communicating with Him through prayer and sharing one’s heart with Him.


The Lord will respond through His word, placing something within your spirit or through dreams and visions.


God's people must become doers of the Word of God, and not just hearers only.


Many have become deaf, not wanting to understand that they must labour for God's Kingdom.


The disciples did not sit around doing nothing, they were always moving from place to place, looking for the lost sheep.


Do God's people do this today or are they sitting comfortably in church every Sunday?


Were we not told to "Go and preach the gospel"?


Were we not told "Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!"?


God's people need to take this seriously!  


There are lost souls headed straight to Hell, and God's people must seek the Lost, just like Jesus and His disciples did.


To truly have wisdom of God which is priceless rubies, one will sit as a servant at the master's feet, learning from the Holy Spirit who teaches us all things.


The people of God must learn how to become Christ-like from the Lord Himself, by meditating on His life.


By his demeanour and the things he said and did.


God's people must examine their lives, and then ask themselves these questions...


"Am I glorifying God in everything I do, think or say?"


"Am I a living, breathing, walking testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ?"


"Do I reflect the light of Jesus Christ, is it only Jesus others can see in me?"


Jesus never sinned. God's people are not privileged to sin.  We are to avoid sin at all cost.


If you are in willing sin today repent and know that God’s word applies to you this day,


John 8:11. She said, “No man, Lord.” And Jesus said unto her, 


“Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.”


One cannot be a hypocrite; walking in willing sin, and preaching righteousness.


Matthew 7:5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.


One is Holy or one is profane.


God has given his only begotten Son Jesus Christ.  Jesus was, and is the sacrifice for all sin.


Jesus was the perfect example in which all men should emulate.


Many in the church still have yet to learn love, forgiveness, and becoming a servant unto all men; serving them as if it were as unto the Lord.


This includes serving the prostitutes, AIDS victims, drug addicts, homeless, poor and needy.


If this thought make you cringe and you could not imagine yourself helping one of these precious souls whom God loves, then you need to remember this...


What is done to the least of these IS DONE TO THE LORD.


The church must humble herself, walking in humility and lose the self-righteous attitudes.


Never boast that that you are saved and are going to heaven, first examine your heart and life does it line up with scripture?


Many on that day the Lord returns who thought they were going to heaven, will sadly find out they are going to Hell.


Because they did not LIVE the scriptures, they were just confessing with their mouths they loved Jesus but their hearts were FAR from him.


They were not DOERS of his word, they were ONLY hearers.


God could care less how many scriptures one can quote, God is looking at the HEART.


God is looking to see if his church is LIVING his word.


God's people must sacrifice dieing daily to their flesh, what one hangs on to will be what ends up costing him.


God's people must offer the Lord everything laying down their lives.


God cannot help a person who does not ask,


Nor one who is not willing to sacrifice His life for a life of righteousness.


We must all make a choice and put in an effort to do what we say we are going to do, fighting the good fight.


We cannot lie to the Holy Spirit making promises we do not keep.


To love the Father is to walk in the footsteps of his Son Jesus Christ.


Nothing less will be acceptable in His sight.


The body of Christ must understand the holiness God requires.


If one is truly in the will of God, their life will only reflect Jesus Christ.


In reality, not fantasy land, we must realize no sin will ever enter the Kingdom of Heaven.


Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father,


If anyone expects to have his name written in the Lamb’s book of life, 


he must become Christ-like.


The church must learn to say today in humility before the living God to all men,


May I wash your feet and how may I serve you.





Note:


Church,


Choose this day whom you serve.


If you have been serving self, man, the world, or sin repent for backsliding and the Lord is faithful to forgive.


Reject ALL sin.


 


I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: Deuteronomy 30:19


 


And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.  Joshua 24:15




















MOMENTS TO CONSIDER


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider, 


Servant Soldier Ministries


Lamb of God�Author unknown (Adapted)


Jeff Smith, also known as The Frugal Gourmet, was a Methodist chaplain at a small college near Seattle.  He tells the story of driving one day across the eastern part of Washington State.  He was forced to stop when a large herd of sheep was being shepherded across the road.  As he waited, watching the sheep, the phrase "Lamb of God:" drifted through his mind.  Seized with the notion, he leapt from his car and bounded up to the shepherd and asked, "What does "Lamb of God" mean to you?


The shepherd was initially startled by the abrupt question from this total stranger, but sensing his sincerity, looked Jeff squarely in the eye and answered, "I know exactly what 'Lamb of God' means."


"Each year at lambing time, there are lambs and ewes which do not make it.  A ewe whose lamb has died is filled with milk, but will not nourish an orphaned lamb since she does not recognize it as her own.  An orphaned lamb could starve because no ewe will accept and nourish it."


"If the shepherd takes the ewes dead lamb, slits its throat, and places its blood over the body of the orphaned lamb the ewe, recognizing the blood, will now nurse, and save the orphaned lamb."


Through the gift of the blood of the lamb that has died, the living lamb is recognized, restored to the fold, nourished, and saved.  We need to remember that we must be washed in the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus, and we have been clothed in His righteousness to be restored to God’s family.  Our obligation is to remember this gift and to give thanks to God for His sacrifice.


Each believer is called to explain to others that Jesus willingly gave His life as the Lamb Who had died to self so they might be adopted by God the Father when they accept Jesus’ sacrifice.


*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *


Fire Ants


From Cyber Daily Devotion by Pastor Bill


The story is told of Pedro Bernardo who travelled up and down the Amazon River by canoe selling Christian books to the villagers he passed.  At night he'd find a quiet nook by a protected bank, tie his boat to a tree limb, and drift to sleep amid the muffled sounds of the jungle.


Early one morning he discovered that he'd tied his canoe to a very dangerous tree.  No, the limbs and leaves weren't the problem.  It was what lived in the tree that almost cost him his life.


The sting of the fire ant can burn like a flame.  If enough of the large creatures sting you, you die.  As Pedro slumbered under that particular tree that night, an army of fire ants began marching down the rope, heading straight for the weary literature evangelist.


At that moment a gentle breeze drifted across the waters, pushing the free end of the canoe around until it came to rest against the limb of another tree.  Unknown to the slumbering Christian, this tree contained a colony of black ants - deadly enemies of the fire ants.  A new army swarmed down the limb, boarded the canoe, and met the fire ants just a couple feet from Pedro's head.


All night long a fierce, silent war raged, with casualties on both sides.


At dawn, when Pedro awakened, he rolled over to discover that his canoe had been a battleground and was littered with dead and dying fire ants.  Their black cousins had gained the upper hand and driven the red army out of the canoe, back up the rope, and into their own tree.


God provides a Deliverer from every enemy,





THE BKM PLEDGE


As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."


Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.


It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.


"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.


I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY DAY


I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.


  THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED


 WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS


If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium


PLEASE �HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org?subject=PRAYER PARTNER NEEDED"��WRITE� TO US


Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.


 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES


FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR


(That's less than forty cents a week!)


YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY


AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE


 


TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES


 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �Email� your pledge NOW and send all donations to:


Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.


(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the Australian banks won't accept anything else!)


 Jesus said,


"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)


 AND


WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS


SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING!  WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!


SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.


 God bless you all.


David R Holt

















Feed My Sheep


By Edward Damas


Matthew 14:13-21 When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: and when the people had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities. And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick. And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, ‘This is a desert place, and the time is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals.’ But Jesus said unto them, ‘They need not depart; give ye them to eat.’ And they say unto him, ‘We have here but five loaves, and two fishes.’ He said, ‘Bring them hither to me.’ And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.  And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children. 


Matthew 15:32-38 Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, ‘I have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way.’  And his disciples say unto him, ‘Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great a multitude?’ And Jesus saith unto them, ‘How many loaves have ye?’ And they said, ‘Seven, and a few little fishes.’ And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.  And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full. And they that did eat were four thousand men, beside women and children. 


In God's family today there is a famine and a drought going on. This is not only a famine of hearing God's truth harshly being spoken out by our apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, but a famine within the body itself. The love of many in the church has waxed cold, as foretold by Jesus in Matthew 13:15 ‘For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.’


John 21:16 He saith to him again the second time, ‘Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?’ He saith unto him, ‘Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.’  He saith unto him, ‘Feed my sheep.’


As we read above, Jesus desires us to feed his sheep. But in today’s churches, there are those who are unwilling to serve, yet they desire only to be waited on themselves. This goes beyond the example the Lord gave to us when he washed the disciples’ feet:  After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. John 13:5


If we, as the body of Christ, desire to be more like him, if we desire to "put on Christ", then it is time that we do as the Master did and rise up from being served ourselves, laying aside our garments in complete humility, and washing the feet of the saints. John 13:4.


We need to "take heed" and stop looking to our own selfish needs, and set our eyes on the feeding of the church of God, of which the Lord has made us all overseers. Acts 20:28. Remembering that in our faith, the Lord will also clothe us. Matthew 6:30. And we must also do this because we love the Lord, and we love his church, laying aside any obligation and any thought of reward. Remember, Jesus will never force us to serve others, yet again, we are showing Jesus how much we love him by serving others. This is the way to show the unadulterated, simple, unrestrained, but immense love of the Lord that resides within each of our hearts to others. This is the way that we need, and are called, to witness. 1 Corinthians 13:3


Are you willing to feed the 5,000 plus? Are you willing to feed the 4,000 plus? Then start today. In his ministry Jesus fed a total of 9,000 plus people with only 12 loaves and a few fish. This is a true miracle that Jesus gave us. But he has empowered us today to perform the same miracle. How many loaves of bread, how many fish does it take to witness the love of Jesus to the church, and the world today?


I encourage the body of Christ to remember to remember the words of Jesus:  "Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many," remembering that revival tarries even in our hearts, because we do not as in the early church and have all things in common Acts 2:44


May the Love of Christ fall on us all.








“There is hardly anything in the world that some man cannot make a little worse and sell a little cheaper 


and the people who consider price only 


are this man’s lawful prey”


John Ruskin











Think About It!


A Steven Wright Gem shared by Nancy Wall


All those who believe in psycho-kinesis, raise my hand.








Scientists Admit


Evolution Not Supported By Facts!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.chick.com/bc/1987/evolution.asp" ��http://www.chick.com/bc/1987/evolution.asp


�Shared by Julie Sanders





IMPORTANT MESSAGE


TO ALL READERS


A recent building inspection of my house has identified termite infestation which must be addressed as soon as possible.  This will require all the furniture in infected rooms being moved out and the walls opened up and damaged timbers replaced.  As one room that is infected is my office, this will necessitate the removal of all the computer equipment and thus an inability to both work on ‘Making A Difference’ or receive and answer incoming emails until the work is completed.


It is therefore possible that there won’t be an October edition of your magazine for which I ask your understanding.  I also ask for all your prayers that, when a more invasive inspection is carried out, the damage is found to be minimal and I actually still have a home!


I will notify regular correspondents when the work actually starts so that you can hold all mail and thank you all for your patience and understanding.  DRH.
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