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Greetings and God's blessings to you all

If you are reading your very first "Making a Difference" I extend a special welcome to you and hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share.  And if you have been a member of the Beloved King Ministries’ flock for some time, whether you are a regular correspondent or a passive reader who has enjoyed receiving our magazine each month I want you to know that you are prayed for every single day.  I love every single one of you and praise God for you.  
I want to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share items with us and especially to those dear people who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially.  If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
I pray that God will abundantly bless you, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and those most dear to you will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail in wonderful new ways.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm or distressed.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.
David R Holt
IMPORTANT REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change Internet servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  If possible please send the change of address from your OLD address because, if I happen to miss it, Mailbox Filter will reject it if you send it from your new one.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  There are two options available to you.  One is in MS Office Word and all you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel and the magazine will open).  The other is as a PDF file which requires Adobe Reader.  If you don’t have Adobe Reader, a link to download it FREE is provided in the notice.  Once installed on your computer, it will allow trouble-free access to not only ‘Making a Difference’ but also to many other web sites so I strongly recommend installing it on your computer.  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

Of course, all past editions of Making A Difference are on the Beloved King Ministries’ web site too. Just click HERE and then, when the home page opens, click the “Making A Difference” button fifth from the top on the left of your screen. Then click the editions you want to see.
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DISCLAIMER 
Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
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Acceptance and Understanding

A dear friend recently asked me, “When almost the whole of Christendom worship God on Sunday, aren’t you a bit out of step with the world by preaching Saturday worship?”   Because I suspect that there are other readers of “Making A Difference” who think like the questioner but are too busy, too shy or just too indifferent to ask, for everyone who has ever felt the same, I offer my answer to that question here.

Even though the wording is in the form of a question, more often than not that is only a polite way of veiling a direct statement.  Thus the REAL sentiment being expressed is actually, “You’re out of step with the rest of the world!  So why should I believe YOU?”  Given the circumstances, that’s a fair statement and a fair question which demands a fair answer!  Why SHOULD you believe me?  In response to the statement, yes, you’re absolutely right!  I AM out of step with the vast majority of the world and I’m glad of it!

Speaking to His disciples, Jesus said, “If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.” (John 15:19).  Now I’m not saying that the world hates me but simply illustrating how Jesus knew that those true to Him would, just as my correspondent said, be viewed as “out of step.”  Just after making the above statement, Jesus prayed for His disciples saying to His Father, “They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.” (John 17:16).  Beloved, I WANT to be a disciple of Jesus my Redeemer.  Do you?
The principal reason that so many dear, sincere Christians today have abandoned the true Sabbath for Satan’s counterfeit substitute can be summed up in a single word – TRADITION.  Again, let us look at Jesus’ own words on the subject.  When the Pharisees – who, you will remember, were the religious leaders of the time – challenged Him about His disciples breaking Jewish traditions, He asked THEM, “And why do YOU break the command of God for the sake of your traditions?” (Matthew 15:3 emphasis added).  If you study the Scriptures you will very soon realize that the Saviour could just as well apply that question to church leaders today as He did when He walked this earth.  Just because the vast majority teach Sunday sacredness doesn’t make it right.  Instead of listening to preachers and religious teachers, why not read what the Scriptures say before accusing anyone of being out-of-step?
The first and obvious place to check is the commandment in question.  That is found in Exodus 20:8-11 where we discover that the Word specifically designates the SEVENTH day as the Sabbath.  However, it wasn’t at Sinai that Yahweh decided on the seventh day.  He did that right at the foundation of the earth when He rested on the seventh day AND SANCTIFIED IT (Genesis 2:3).  Some 4000 years later, when He walked the earth as Jesus of Nazareth, He said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have NOT come to abolish them but to fulfil them.  I tell you the truth, UNTIL HEAVEN AND EARTH DISAPPEAR, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen will BY ANY MEANS disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” (Matthew 5:17, 18 emphasis added).  Beloved, have heaven and earth disappeared?  And has everything been accomplished yet?  If it has, then I have obviously missed Jesus’ return to resurrect the faithful!  But then I couldn’t have, could I?  Because the Word says, “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM…” (Revelation 1:7)
One argument that people use to dispute the Saturday Sabbath is that, in biblical times, the days of the week didn’t even have the names we use today and so how can anyone say which IS the seventh day.  That argument is spurious because those same people – almost without exception – recognise Sunday as the day that Jesus rose from His tomb.  The first verses of the final chapters of Matthew, Mark and Luke’s gospels and the first verse of the last-but-one chapter of John’s all state that Mary Magdalene and her companions found the tomb empty ON THE FIRST DAY of the week AFTER THE SABBATH WAS OVER.  It therefore follows, if you believe that Sunday is the day that Jesus rose from the dead, then you MUST believe that Saturday is the seventh day!  
Now I could go into lots more detailed explanation of how the Sabbath originally got changed but space here doesn’t permit that.  If you are interested in history, you can study it for yourself or read it in greater detail in my book, “God’s Deal With YOU.”  However, finding out HOW the Sabbath got unscripturally changed is much less important than ACCEPTING that it did and, even more importantly, acting upon that acceptance.
Let me digress for a moment.  Do you fully understand how God could substitute His own totally sinless Son for YOU in such a way as to clean your sin-ridden slate and fit you for heaven?  I suggest that, when you deeply contemplate that, the answer would be “No.”  Yet, if you claim to be a Christian, you happily accept it!  You accept it because you know that God loves you.  What Christian doesn’t know Jesus’ famous words,  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have life everlasting.” (John 3:16)?  Unfortunately, throughout history, churches have deceived their members into thinking that “believing” in Jesus simply means acknowledging that Jesus existed and was who He said he was with absolutely no other requirement on their behalf.  That, of course, would be and is nothing but lip-service.  It can be compared to a young man telling a girl that he loves her but doing absolutely nothing to demonstrate his love.  How long would SHE believe HIM?  Not very long!  Jesus said, “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, HE is the one who loves me.” (John 14:21).  Anything less is “Cheap Grace.”  John even went so far as to make the very bold statement, “The man who says, ‘I know Him,’ but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (1 John 2:4).
Returning to the apparent imbalance between those who obey the fourth commandment on Sunday with those who obey it on Saturday, Jesus made what is probably the most convincing statement about being “out of step” in His well-known ‘Sermon on the Mount’ when He said, “Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction and MANY ENTER THROUGH IT.   But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and ONLY A FEW FIND IT.” (Matthew 7:13, 14 emphasis added).  Then, not long before His crucifixion, He told His disciples, “Watch out that no one deceives you.  For MANY will come in my name claiming that I am the Christ, and will deceive MANY.” (Matthew 24:4, 5 emphasis added).  He even expanded on that a little later in the same address when He said, “False Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the very elect–if that were possible.  See, I have told you ahead of time.” (Matthew 24:24, 25).  Two thousand years ahead of time!
Those false prophets have been steadily spreading their lies (and if you think that’s a strong word to use, remember what John wrote – at the top of this page).  For over one-and-a-half thousand years they have been spreading them so that, today, hardly anyone even questions their teachings.  It’s hardly surprising then, that literally millions of dear, very sincere Christians lovingly and diligently trot along to their churches each Sunday without ever questioning it.  Yet, if someone asks them the very same question that Jesus asked the Pharisees, “Why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?” they more than likely would wonder what he was talking about.
Many of those people do wonderful works of loving charity in the name of Jesus – loving works that often bring non-believers into their fellowships without ever realising that, in so doing, they are proliferating the lie.  He also spoke about that.  “Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and TEACHES OTHERS TO DO THE SAME will be called least in the kingdom of heaven…” (Matthew 5:19 emphasis added) and then, speaking about His return on the Day of Judgement, “Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but ONLY HE WHO DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER who is in heaven.  MANY will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ [add some of your own “good works” here] Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!’” (Matthew 7:21-23 emphasis added).  
Did you get that?  ONLY those who do the will of God the Father are going to make it!  So how does being out of step seem now?  You can proclaim all the faith in the world and that is not only wonderful but essential – remember how Jesus said whoever believes in Him will have life everlasting?  So BELEIVING is the first requirement.  That is what faith is all about.  Hebrews 11:1 puts it this way: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  Most Christians would say that, without the Holy Spirit, they are dead.  Well, look at what Jesus’ brother James wrote, “As the body without the spirit is dead, so FAITH WITHOUT DEEDS IS DEAD.” (James 2:26 emphasis added).
These words FROM THE BIBLE clearly shows us that there is a LOT more to “believing” than simply saying “I believe in Jesus.”  And get this!  The same writer also wrote, “Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.  You believe that there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe that – and shudder.” (James 2:18, 19).  Just saying you believe makes you no better than a demon!  I didn’t say that – Jesus’ own brother did!  So what are YOU doing (or going to do) to demonstrate your belief?  Are you prepared to be out of step with the world for the One YOU proclaim as your Lord and Saviour?
It is a fact of life today that people need to understand things before they accept them but I’m here to tell you that acceptance must come first when it comes to faith and Scripture.  If you decide to wait until you fully understand the plan of salvation before accepting it, you will probably die without receiving your inheritance!  Now I’m not so stupid that I don’t realise how hard it is to accept something without fully understanding it but that’s exactly what a person has to do when it comes to salvation.  
Writing to the church at Philippi, Paul said, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God WHICH TRANCENDS ALL UNDERSTANDING will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6, 7).  If being out of step scares you, why not go into your room, kneel down and ask God about His Law – and, in particular, His fourth commandment?  But, when you have asked, be silent and listen for His voice.  It may come like a trumpet or, more likely, it will just be impressed upon your mind.  However it comes though, remember the words of the wisest man who has ever lived, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding.” (Proverbs 3:5).
“Trusting” is just another word for ACCEPTING without equivocation.  So, if Solomon–the one blessed abundantly by God–advised it, don’t you think it might be wise for you to do it?  ACCEPT first and then pray for greater understanding.  Read again Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:21-23.  Do you want to hear those devastating words at the conclusion of that passage?  For YOUR sake and for the sake of the One who died in YOUR place, study the Scriptures and learn the TRUTH.  Speaking to Hosea, Yahweh said, “My people are destroyed through lack of knowledge.  Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because YOU HAVE IGNORED THE LAW OF YOUR GOD, I also will ignore your children.” (Hosea 4:6).  So, for your children’s sake, GET KNOWLEDGE!  Read the TRUTH in your Bible and stop listening to lying church leaders!
Get out-of-step beloved!  ACCEPT first and THEN worry about UNDERSTANDING!
DRH 

If this editorial has helped YOU to find the narrow gate, will you pass it on to everyone you love? You WILL be blessed!
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A Jewish Rope Trick?
Hi David, 

Cher and I were looking in the Old Testament for a practice that the Old Testament priests had where they could not enter the temple, or the Holy of Holies without a rope tied around one of their ankles, so that if they were unclean in any way, and they died in the temple their remains were pulled out. Do you know where this practice is?  I think it might have been in Deuteronomy.

Love ya!

Ed

Dear Ed,

The answer to your question is easy!  The reason you couldn't find any reference in the Old Testament about the HIGH Priest not being allowed to enter the Holy of Holies or Most Holy Place without a rope is because there is none!  However, there IS some suggestion that the Jews did, in fact practice such a precaution although there is absolutely no reference to it in Scripture.  You will note that Leviticus 16:12, 13 specifically instructs the High Priest (at that time, Aaron) to take two handfuls of finely ground incense into the Most Holy Place where he must burn it so that the smoke will conceal the atonement cover and thus prevent him from dying.  Therefore, as long as the High Priest followed that divine instruction, there would be no necessity of a rope.  
I Hope that answers your question Ed.
[image: image10.bmp]
Terrorist Bombings in London 
Dear Brother David,

I praise God daily for the truths you have taught me and now I have a question for you.  Yet again, Muslim terrorists have struck innocent civilians in London.  Jesus told His followers to love their enemies but how can we love such fanatics who indiscriminately kill anyone who happens to be around them when they sacrifice themselves in the name of their false god?

Today I was shopping at the local mall and there was a woman there wearing a full-length black robe with only her eyes visible through a narrow slit.  How would anyone know whether that was actually a woman or a man with explosives tied around him ready to murder anyone within range?  Why do western countries allow such people to walk around masked in that way?  I was scared.

Sandra Mulligan

Dear Sandra,

The recent London terrorist bomb attacks have provoked international disgust and horror not unlike that which followed the September 2001 attacks in New York and Washington DC and the Bali bombing of October 2002.  However, it is not only disgust and horror that has been aroused.  In many places widely spread around the world there has also been retribution wreaked against Muslim people and institutions – especially mosques.  Yet within hours of the latest bombings, Muslim leaders all over the world were publicly deploring what those extremists had done in the name of Allah and Islam.  Many were visibly distressed and ashamed of what their compatriots had done.  Here in Australia, the chief Imam appeared on television asking all Australian Muslims to join him in expressing their abject sympathy and shame at the actions of a tiny minority of their people.  Unfortunately many people brand the whole Islamic community based on the acts of a few extremists.
Concerning the person you saw at the mall, I must admit that I am in total agreement with you.  If a man walked into there wearing a full-face crash helmet, he would probably be asked to remove it by the security guards.  If these people don’t want to accept western lifestyles, why do they come here?  Western women visiting Saudi Arabia are forced to wear THEIR clothing so why shouldn’t they be obliged to adopt our styles if they want to live in OUR counties?  I wonder what would have happened if you had phoned the local police and reported a terrorist posing as a Muslim woman at the mall.  In light of the news, one can hardly blame you for being scared!

 God Today

Cheryl Curtis’ devotional for July 19th
(See page 17 for the link to join Cheryl’s mailing list) 

But he answered and said, “It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4)
Talking about how huge our problems are, won’t change a thing. Yet if we will begin to view them in light of how capable God is, we will begin to see a change, not only concerning the problem but within ourselves. The words we speak have a huge impact on the way we react, think, and live. If we are continually focusing on the negative and expecting the worst case scenario to take place, that is all we are going to see. God’s word is the standard we live by: period. Everything we say and do should come into alignment with it. Absorbing God’s truth into our hearts and minds brings to us life, wisdom, and understanding. Regardless, what we face, we can know that the God we serve is bigger. Miracles and changes in our lives won’t come as a result of our demands, but speaking God’s truth concerning every situation will certainly increase our faith, giving us hope and strength and the nourishment we need to survive against any odds.

.
Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisers.



When Jesus Looks

Shared by Ed Damas

When Jesus looks upon my life,
What picture does He see?
Does He see His own reflection,
Or does He just see me?
Does He see His likeness,
The product of His hand?
Or just another Christian,
Who never took a stand?
Does He see a child of God,
A child that He set free?
Living life to honour Him,
Or does He just see me?
What about the other folks,
I meet along the way?
Do I show them Jesus,
To brighten up their day?
When someone looks into my eyes,
Can they truly see,
That calm and gentle peace of God,
That dwells inside of me?
When I reach out and shake a hand,
Is He right there in my grip?
Can they feel that strength from God,
That steadies when I slip?
When folks are in my presence,
Do they know His Spirit's there?
Can they see that He's the one,
Who guides me everywhere?
When other people think of me,
What is on their mind?
Do they think of Jesus Christ,
So gentle and so kind?
I try to be like Jesus,
Every single day;
Spreading love and kindness,
All along my way.
I'm afraid that I have failed,
I could not pass the test.
Deep inside my heart I know,
I haven't done my best.
I have had to fight my flesh,
Since the day that I was born.
It's always causing trouble,
And being such a thorn.
That's why His Spirit dwells in me,
He's helping me to learn.
In every situation,
Where I need to turn.
He knew I'd never pass the test,
That's why He took my place.
He gave His life to save my soul,
He suffered my disgrace.
Now I try to be like Him,
I must present Him well.
So other folks will want His gift,
And turn their backs on hell.
Other folks should see the joy,
That Christ has given me.
They should want to have it too,
Especially since it's free.
They should begin to ask me,
What is it they must do.
Just how it is they go about,
Getting Jesus too.
Then I get to tell them,
This wondrous gift is free.
It only takes a humble heart,
A prayer on bended knee.
Someday when I'm face to face,
With the Lord who set me free.
Will He see His own reflection,
Or will He just see me?


Only Then
A Hasidic Story shared by Kimberley Combs
 A rabbi asked his students, “At dawn, when is it that one can tell the light from the darkness?”

One student replied, “When I can tell a goat from a donkey.”

“No,” answered the rabbi.

Another said, “When I can tell a palm tree from a fig.”

“No,” answered the rabbi again.

“Well, then what is the answer?” his students pressed him.

“Only when you look into the face of every man and every woman and see your brother and your sister,” said the rabbi. “Only then have you seen the light. All else is still darkness.”

Love like you've never been hurt.
Dance like nobody is watching;
Know that the Lord loves you.
Know that you are dancing with angels.
You are loved--God Bless You


Convicted Heart

By Malta O’Gorman 

This life you live is of no value
If you do not know the Lord
You have no hope of heaven
You cannot reap the reward.
The only way to know Him
Is through the reading of His word 
Study to show thyself approved
Is the recommendation we're told.
There is nothing more important
In your life while on this earth
But to know the Lord and do His will
You will find in His written word.
He is now tenderly calling to you  
To cleanse your sin sick soul
To wash away the stains of sin 
He'll make you white as snow.
If you are convicted in your heart
Through the reading of His Word
You will repent, confess your sins
And be baptized in His holy name.
.







LOVE

By Ralph Marsden  

Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht
. Love is difficult to define yet easy to recognize. The more of it you give away, the more of it you have. The less you demand of love, the more 
it will bring to you. The fewer conditions you place on love, the more perfectly it will suit you, and the more meaningful it will become.

Love can make a powerful, positive difference whenever it is present. And love can work its magic in every corner of your life. Give love to another and you forge a connection that empowers you both.  Love the world around you and it will become more beautiful as a result.

Love what you do and you become considerably more effective. Add love to knowledge and you'll have wisdom. Love life itself and you'll always 
find ways to give real meaning to every moment.


The Road to Success
By Kimberley Combs

Philippians. 4:13
I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.

 

The road to success is not straight.

There is a curve called Failure, 

A loop called Confusion,
Speed bumps called Friends, 

Red lights called Enemies, 

Caution lights called Family. 

You will have flats called Jobs. But, if you have a spare called
Determination, an engine called Perseverance, insurance called
Faith, a driver called Jesus, you will make it to a place called Success.



 




 


From the Mouths of Babes

Shared by Heather Ward

I had been teaching my three-year old daughter, Caitlin, the Lord's Prayer for several evenings at bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines from the prayer.
Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each word right up to the end of the prayer: "Lead us not into temptation," she prayed, "but deliver us some E-mail.
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5 and Ryan 3.  The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake.
Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 
"If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 'Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.'"
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, "Ryan, you be Jesus!"

Unanswered Prayer?

Shared by Nancy Wall

The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his head, for a moment, before starting his sermon.

One day, she asked him why.

"Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages, "I'm asking the Lord to help me preach a good sermon."

”How come He doesn't do it?" she asked.

SAY A PRAYER

Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother's house. Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served. When little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away.

"Johnny, wait until we say our prayer."

"I don't have to," The boy replied.

"Of course, you do," his mother insisted. "We say a prayer, before eating, at our house."

"That's our house," Johnny explained. "But this is Grandma's house and she knows how to cook!”

Notable Headlines from the Past
Miners Refuse to Work After Death


Announcement in a church bulletin for a national PRAYER & FASTING Conference: 

The cost for attending the Fasting and Prayer conference includes meals.
AND,


Giving When it Counts

Shared by Maria Francis

Many years ago, when I worked as a volunteer at a hospital, I got to know a little girl named Liz who was suffering from a rare & serious disease. Her only chance of recovery appeared to be a blood transfusion from her 5-year old brother, who had miraculously survived the same disease and had developed the antibodies needed to combat the illness. The doctor explained the situation to her little brother, and asked the little boy if he would be willing to give his blood to his sister.

I saw him hesitate for only a moment before taking a deep breath and saying, "Yes I'll do it if it will save her."

As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed next to his sister and smiled, as we all did, seeing the colour returning to her cheek. Then his face grew pale and his smile faded.  He looked up at the doctor and asked with a trembling voice, "Will I start to die right away."

Being young, the little boy had misunderstood the doctor; he thought he was going to have to give his sister all of his blood in order to save her.

. 
A Pakistani Teenage Christian Barely Escapes Death 
At the Hands of Her Own Family!
Brought to you by The Voice of the Martyrs
Diana's face must remain hidden for her own protection.

Diana grew up in a strict Islamic family in Pakistan. Her life was pretty typical until she met a girl named Mary who was a Christian. Now Diana is also a Christian and on the run.

When Diana's family learned that she had become a Christian, they repeatedly beat her and insisted she return to Islam. But Diana refused. She was then forced to a local canal where her uncle put a pistol to her head and gave her one last chance to return to Islam. Diana replied, "You can kill me if you want. I will not leave Christ."

It was then that Diana's uncle noticed an extremely poisonous black cobra swimming in the canal. Believing he could escape any prosecution for his niece's death, he threw her into the path of the cobra. He also knew she could not swim.

Diana miraculously escaped from the canal and is in hiding today. She is a new Christian but has already learned what it means to suffer for Christ. She recently told The Voice of the Martyrs, "Jesus was crucified for us. Can we not endure some of the same for Him?" 

Every month The Voice of the Martyrs reports on what is really happening around the world where our brothers and sisters are persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ. Now you can receive a free subscription to The Voice of the Martyrs award winning monthly newsletter. You will be inspired, you will learn to pray and even discover practical ways to get involved. Click the above link and subscribe today.


The Innocence of Children

I was driving with my three young children one warm summer evening when a woman in the convertible ahead of us stood up and waved. She was stark naked!

As I was reeling from the shock, I heard my 5-year-old shout from the back seat, "Mom! That lady isn't wearing a seat belt!

How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For Some NEW Bible Quizzes

This is a different link to the one we have run for the last few months so, if you 

enjoyed the other one, have a go with these.



Deathwatch in Siberia 
A story in six parts by W.S. Jesske
From the files of Amazing Facts Ministry

Part Three
After those years of indescribably horrible experiences in Siberian exile,* we returned to our former home in the Ukraine, a beautiful area west of Russia. Some of the other exiles had returned already. Others were coming. Many of course, never returned. Many whole families were lost. Those who returned were happy to see each other, and many long evenings were spent discussing the breath-taking experiences we had had.

Our former homes, of course, were in ruins. But we were home and we could rebuild, and we did. So also did we restore our former beautiful Baptist Church. With great enthusiasm we went about these things, for we thought that now things would be better and we could again live our lives as before. But we were wrong. Political unrest worsened. The old Tsarist regime had been overthrown and the Kerensky reforms had died.

There were now many political parties, and they fought each other. This resulted in a real revolution. For years we lived in a firing line atmosphere. Many times for weeks on end the revolutionists were roaming back and forth shooting, looting, and fighting, destroying not only the opposite parties, but the very country, homes, and families. After Lenin came to power these things began to subside. But under these circumstances we had forgotten all about our promise to God. We had forgotten about keeping the Sabbath.

Our own family was alone in their belief, and of course we weren't going to be different. There were no people around us that kept the Sabbath. As far as we knew, the only class of people that kept the Sabbath were the Jews, and we were not Jews.

There was still much unrest among the citizenry. My father happened to be one of the underground leaders. He had called a Gramada meeting of all the underground movements in that particular area. They had a secret meeting place, very well-protected from any intruders. It was guarded by many secretly armed men, so that no one could approach it.

One night, as my father was dismissing a rally, he noticed a stranger enter the room-a fine looking young man with a great big moustache. Looking right at my father, it appeared that he wanted to say something, but he did not. The meeting had already been dismissed and men started to mill about. Father wanted to run back and grab this man and find out who he was. But by the time he reached the door he had disappeared. No one else had noticed him, not even the guards.

My father was greatly alarmed over this incident and summoned the guards, but no one could find the stranger. It seemed like a spirit had come and gone. Father came home and told us about this experience. We were all very worried, especially mother. She was usually extremely anxious over things like this and she kept questioning him. "Why didn't you call to the guards to grab him, hold him, and find out who he was? Why didn't you do this; why didn't you do that?" Her questioning continued until father became very irritated, but mother didn't let up. Day after day she worried herself and everybody else. Every night we were fearful that some strangers would come to arrest us. If any men working in the underground were apprehended, they would be shot immediately.

There was no one more beautiful and dear than my mother, but even mothers have a way of doing things sometimes that are not so good. But when she saw that she couldn't do anything with my father, and she knew it was too late to do anything about the stranger, she and father agreed that they would pray over this matter. Every morning and evening we prayed that the Lord would send this man back to us. It was five weeks before Easter.

TO BE CONTINUED
What will happen next to the Christian exiles?  

Don’t miss the August edition of Making A Difference for the next episode of Deathwatch in Siberia.



PRAYER


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.
I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem! 


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.

PRAYER
By Edward Damas
Sometimes Lord it’s hard to say how much I love you.

There are no words that can describe how I feel about you.

Though I know I couldn’t live without you, I know that if you were never to appear like the shining star you are, I would live a meaningless life.

My life is not complete if you are not in it, and I truly tremble with fear and agony of a wretched heart when I feel I am away from you.

Oh please, Father God, never depart from me, though my evil and wicked ways separate me from you. 

I beg you to forgive me, and wash me white as snow, so that I may be lost in only you.
Rip me to shreds Father, layer upon layer, until there is nothing left of me, and it is only you that comes shining though.

Be merciful unto me Father, and come now and renew my soul.

For I know the suffering I must endure, is your work in me, to glorify you alone.

In the precious name of Jesus I pray.  

Amen!
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TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother  


By Yvette Burleigh


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philosopherspearl.com/" ��The Philosopher’s Pearl�


Some thought provoking ideas for sceptics





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web page to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created, their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


POEMS


� HYPERLINK "http://goodtimes2.com/keep_looking_up.htm" ��Keep Looking Up� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.goodtimes2.com/let_the_day_lead_me.htm" ��Let the Day Lead Me� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.goodtimes2.com/oldage.htm" ��Old Age and Memories� *


MULTIMEDIA


� HYPERLINK "http://i.euniverse.com/funpages/cms_content/2529/4candles.swf" ��Four Candles� *


 SONGS


� HYPERLINK "http://www.angelinaspiritual.com/I'dratherhaveJesus.html" ��I’d Rather Have Jesus� *





   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 











"A Woman"


Shared by Yvette Burleigh��This is written in the Hebrew Talmud, the book�where all of the sayings and preaching of�Rabbis are conserved over time.��It says: 


"Be very careful if you make a woman cry, because God counts her tears.  


The woman came out of a man's rib.


Not from his feet to be walked on.


Not from his head to be superior,               but from his side to be equal.


Under the arm to be protected and next to the heart to be loved."


�Pass this on to all exceptional women that you know�and to men to know the value of a woman.





He who listens to a life-giving rebuke


will be at home among the wise 


Proverbs 15:31











Food For Thought


Well-Balanced Diet vs. Weak Faith


By Hannah Ruth


Throughout Old Testament, Scripture has much to say regarding clean and unclean foods.  What about now, though?  Does it really matter what a Christian eats today?  The answer is both yes and no.


Yes, a healthy lifestyle certainly assists the body and soul for improved quality of life whilst living out our threescore and ten in a world that is currently passing away (not to mention contaminated with all and sundry carcinogenic pollutants).  But no, absolutely not, concerning the Christian’s spiritual cleanliness, for believers are purified through placing faith in the blood of the Lamb, and nothing else besides.  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast (Eph 2:8-9).


Of meat itself Paul stated unequivocally, “For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: for it is sanctified by the Word of God and prayer.” (1 Tim 4:4-5).  He goes on to exhort those who minister for Christ, “If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.” (v6).  I hereby aim to be a good and faithful minister for the Lord, so … get ready!!


Chapter 14 of Romans makes it clear that Christians placing stock on diet are operating in weak faith, for reason they do not truly understand what it is that Jesus did for mankind at Calvary, in that He released us from the burden of Mosaic Law, which was hard to bear.  To reject this liberty now places a person under the curse of the law: So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law (i.e. Mosaic law – separate to the Ten Commandments) to do them.  But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, the just shall live by faith.  And the law is not of faith: but, the man that doeth them shall live in them (Gal 3:9-12).


Let me clarify that I do personally practice and believe in the benefits of health principles by way of regular gym attendance, fasting, and adherence to a “Daniel diet” (though I admit to being periodically plagued by the dreaded pestilence of sugar addiction!!).  This is mainly for reason of aspiring to excel in service for the Lord though, thereby keeping myself fit, timely, and ready to be used of Him.  I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway (1 Cor 9:27).  Bear in mind that when Paul wrote, bodily exercise profiteth little (1 Tim 4:8), they did not have fast cars and push-button conveniences to make life a breeze.  They walked everywhere, or at best, rode upon a mule to get them where they were going.  In modern times we need to make time and take effort to avoid joining the masses classed “obese” in overfed nations such as Australia and USA.


As long as man resides in corruptible bodies, the saying bears witness: we are what we eat.  We assuredly reap what we sow.  If we abuse our bodies with junk food (and/or substances), neglecting all the while to exercise, we can expect to pay consequences of a negative nature, even to the extent of premature death.  Whereas, fuelling our terrestrial frame (body and soul) with wholesome consumables, while applying a well-balanced routine of cardio vascular activity with muscular workout, we should by rights live out our lives as healthy, wealthy and wise examples, rather than conforming to the “norm” of degenerative society. When it comes to clear thinking though, true godly wisdom and understanding come only from the Holy Spirit, not from what’s on one’s plate.  Also, regardless of how well or sickly any person may be, our times are in God’s hands (Ps 31:15).  Healthy people can and do die young, while wayward folk often live out their years unhindered.


Jesus was not speaking parables in saying (Mark 7:18-19 KJV), Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats?  An unambiguous statement is annexed in the NIV: (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods “clean.”) (v 19).  And He said, “That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these evil things come from within, and defile the man.” (vv 20-23 KJV).  How petty food squabbles now appear in light of such a list, cited by the Messiah.


Sin, as outlined in the Ten Commandments and expounded upon particularly throughout New Testament writings, is the only means by which God’s elect defile the inner man, making us unclean in His sight.  True repentance brings about restoration through receiving God’s forgiveness, based on the same principle of faith-attained grace through which we first receive salvation.  God’s concise, moral code of law is contained within Ten Commandments still in force today.  However, the handwriting of ordinances, written by the hand of Moses, was nailed to the cross (Col 2:14); food being one such superseded measure of the past.  If God intended that food laws should apply to generations post-resurrection, He would have included these laws within the Ten Commandments.  But He did not.


Paul knew opposition was bound to come against the Gospel of faith.  False teachers were as much a problem then as they are today, hence he warned repeatedly, “There be some that trouble you, and would pervert the Gospel of Christ.  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other Gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be ACCURSED.” (Gal 1:7-9.  See also 2 Cor 11:4).  Why the urgency?  Because blood-bought liberty lies at stake!  Absolutely nothing can be added or subtracted from the life-giving blood of the Lamb. They that say otherwise are deceived.


Isaiah 66:17 is often quoted by those who uphold that clean and unclean food laws still apply today: They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine’s flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the Lord.  However, at said time of writing, Jesus was not yet come.  Therefore, to breach the handwriting of ordinances was to show contempt for God’s overall laws still in place at that time.  But now that sacrifice has been made once and for all, man is no longer subject to laws regarding foods of any kind, otherwise Jesus died in vain (Gal 2:21).


Ceremonial laws were a temporary standard which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation (Heb 9:10).  Paul rebuked the “foolish Galatians” for heeding advice from those who would ensnare them with bondage attached to irrelevant laws.  Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect in the flesh? (Gal 3:3)  Pertaining to the principle of faith he continued, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after (the promises made to Abraham), cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect … Wherefore then serveth the law?  It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made … But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus (vv 17, 19, 23-26).


God the Son came, saw, and conquered.  Our faith ought now to be in Him alone, and He would say to you,”Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.” (John 6:27).  Our mortal bodies are doomed to perish, irrespective of how well maintained we live on earth.  Only purified character shall remain.  There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another (1 Cor 15:40).  Of what manner is your faith - heavenly or earthly? As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly ... Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption ... In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed (vv 48,50,52).


Is it pleasing to God when carnal “Christians” quarrel over issues of (supposed) superiority?  Vegans look down on mere vegetarians, who in turn look down on meat eaters, who likewise hold in contempt those whose faith is weak.  Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way.  I know and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.  But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably.  Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.  Let not then your good be evil spoken of: For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.  Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.  For meat destroy not the work of God.  All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence.  It is neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.  Hast thou faith?  Have it to thyself before God.  Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth.  And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin (Rom 14:13-23).  When in doubt - search the Scriptures!  Don’t just settle for blissful ignorance or others folks’ interpretation, which does err.


It is worth asking the question: if good health has any empowering value at all, why is the Church in such poor condition today?  Why do divorce statistics rate sky-high amongst Christians?  Why are believers guilty of sins such as fornication outside of marriage, adultery (of one kind or other), lying, cheating, defrauding of brothers and sisters?  God would rather we mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience (Col 3:5-6).


To operate in good stewardship of one’s temple is commendable, but if it causes one to set at nought your brother (Rom 14:10), our efforts are worthless.  Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?  Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom (i.e. God is not fooled by outward pretensions) in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour satisfying of the flesh. (Col 2:20-23).


I am purposely harping on this issue, quoting Bible over and over, line upon line, precept upon precept – because it is necessary that your minds be not blinded through ingrained bias.  To reject the Word of God for doctrines of men (or angels) is folly!  Those who have an ear to hear, please hear what God is saying plainly: Meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse? (1 Cor 8:8).  The person who eats a piece of chocolate cake is no less holy than the one who settles for a peach.  Guard your hearts more so than your bellies. Beware that health is not an idol before which you fall prostrate.  Don’t let pride cause the enemy to blaspheme our Saviour.  Each and every one of us is on display.  People want to see fruit – not hypocrites, fools, and phonies.  Reassess your values: what really counts when all is said and done?














HAVE YOUR SAY!


Do you have any questions?


Do you have any suggestions?


 Do you have any ideas?


Do you have any revelations?


YOU DO!


Then why not visit a great Christian forum site where YOU can post your very own thoughts, opinions and ideas as well as post questions where everyone visiting the forum can offer their answers?


Click below to visit this great new web site where YOUR comments are important.


� HYPERLINK "http://wolvesforchrist.com/forum/" ��WFC Christian Forums


�By the way, just because this site is owned and operated by a great Christian teenager, it’s NOT just for young people.


EVERYONE IS WELCOME


So, whether you are 9 or 90, why not take a while to visit right now and register as a contributor?�









Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD, �You don't have to worry about me. I always look both ways.�Dean�





Don't worry about avoiding temptation...


As you grow older, it will avoid you.�Unknown
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 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt BA


SECOND EDITION NOW SOLD OUT!


The third printing will be available soon so


ORDER YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" ��CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM


�     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 





The Sherry Walter Message





      What will Jesus find?





People all over the world claim they love and serve the Lord.


What about you? Are you doing all God has said in his word to do, or all he has said NOT to do?


If the Lord came to your house today what would he find?


Would he find you watching filth on the TV such as soap operas


that show nothing but sexual content, lying, cheating and stealing?


What about a reality tv show, or marrying someone for their money?


Would the Lord find you conforming to the world?


Would he find you worshiping the image of the beast?


Would he find you bowing before an idol?


Would he find you reading the Enquirer, about the latest gossip on a rising star?


What about a DVD? Are you watching the latest horror movie?


Would the Lord  hear foul words spoken from your lips?


Would he hear a lie that you just told to cover the truth?


Would he find your temper flaring?


Would he hear you on the ‘phone gossiping about your neighbor?


Would he see you looking at pornographic material on your laptop computer?


Would he find you swigging on a beer, or having a shot of tequila?


Would he find you smoking marijuana, snorting cocaine or popping a few pills?


Would he find you having sexual relations with a man/woman that you are NOT married to?


What exactly would Jesus find?


Would he find you are a man of faith or one who disbelieves?


Would he find you weeping for all the lost souls?


Would he see you laboring for his Kingdom?


Would he find you in prayer, or reading his word?


Would he find you helping the needy or poor?


Would he find you encouraging your brethren?


Would he find you loving your neighbor as yourself?


Would he find you interceding for someone you know has a need?


Would he find vanity, pride, and a materialistic mindset?


Would he find unforgiveness, bitterness, resentment or jealousy?


He is in your home daily, and he sees and hears everything that goes on.


God is not deaf, and he is surely not blind.


Oh it is way overdue; one must look within, and check his heart.


What comes out of a man is an overflow from his heart.


What is in the heart condemns a man or saves a man.


You love the Lord and serve him or you do not.


You are a hearer and a doer of his word or you are not.


God judges the heart.


What comes out of you daily?


What resides within you?


Wickedness or righteousness?


Only YOU and GOD know.


The spirit of the Lord is in your house.


O What will Jesus find?


 


But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  (Revelation 21:8)











A MOMENT TO CONSIDER


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider, 


Servant Soldier Ministries


Help From Above�Author Unknown


An old Indian chief constantly spoke of the Lord Jesus and what He meant to him.  "Why do you talk so much about Jesus?" asked a friend.  The old chief did not reply, but slowly, deliberately gathered some sticks and bits of grass.  He made a circle of them. In the circle he placed a caterpillar.  Still silent, he struck a match and lit the sticks and grass.  They watched the caterpillar.  As the fire caught around the circle, the trapped caterpillar began to crawl around rapidly, seeking a way to escape.


As the fire advanced, the helpless caterpillar raised its head as high as it could.  If the creature could have spoken, it would have said, "My help can only come from above."


Then the old chief stooped down. He extended his finger to the caterpillar which crawled up his finger to safety. "That," said the chief glowing, "was what the Lord Jesus did for me!  I was lost in sin.  My condition was hopeless.  I was trapped.  Then the Lord Jesus stooped down in love and mercy and He drew me out of the horrible pit of sin and shame.  How can I help but love Him and talk of His wondrous love and care?"


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


John the Baptist told his disciples, "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." (Matthew 3:11)


Not many ministers preach on the baptism of fire.  The Old Testament type is the fiery trial of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego told in Daniel chapter 3.  These three young Israeli men would not bow down to a statue of King Nebuchadnezzar and were thrown into a fiery furnace.


They said, "Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up." (Daniel 3:17-18)


When they were thrown into the furnace the men who did it perished from the heat.


Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, "Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?"


They answered and said unto the king, "True, O king."


He answered and said, "Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God." (Daniel 3:24-25)


Nebuchadnezzar saw Jesus, the Son of God, with the three young men as they went through the fiery trial.  First God lifts us out of spiritual sin when we accept Him as having suffered the penalty of our sin and then He transforms us, as the caterpillar in the story would have had the opportunity to become a butterfly.


As we go through each trial Jesus goes through it with us.  He and only He can bring us through the baptism of fire that John the Baptist said Jesus would baptize us in.


What ever trial you are in, the Lord is walking with you through it.  Like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego you will survive the trial and come out like gold that has been purified in a fire and been cleansed of its impurities.  That gold makes the best vessel:  A holy vessel ready for service to its Creator and Owner.


"Even so, come Lord Jesus."





THE BKM PLEDGE


As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."


Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.


It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.


"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.


I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY DAY


I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.


  THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED


 WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS


If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium


PLEASE �HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org?subject=PRAYER PARTNER NEEDED"��WRITE� TO US


Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.


 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES


FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR


(That's less than forty cents a week!)


YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY


AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE


 


TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES


 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �Email� your pledge NOW and send all donations to:


Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.


(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the Australian banks won't accept anything else!)


 Jesus said,


"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)


 AND


WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS


SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING!  WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!


SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.


 God bless you all.


David R Holt

















Baptism - A Powerful Testimony


Shared by Julie Sanders


by Johnnie Godwin - as found in the Holmann Bible Dictionary


BAPTISM The immersion or dipping of a believer in water symbolizing the complete renewal and change in the believer's life and testifying to the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the way of salvation. 


Jewish Background As with most Christian practices and beliefs, the background of baptism lies in practices of the Jewish community. The Hebrew translation of the Greek word baptizo, "immerse, dip, submerge" is used metaphorically in Isaiah 21:4 to mean, "go down, perish" and in 2 Kings 5:14 for Naaman's dipping in the Jordan River seven times for cleansing from his skin disease.


At some point close to the time of Jesus, Judaism began a heavy emphasis on ritual washings to cleanse from impurity. This goes back to priestly baths prior to offering sacrifices (Lev. 16:4, 24). Probably shortly prior to the time of Jesus or contemporary with Him, Jews began baptizing Gentile converts, though circumcision still remained the primary entrance rite into Judaism. 


John's Baptism John the Baptist immersed repentant sinners: those who had a change of mind and heart (John 1:6, 11). John's baptism--for Jews and Gentiles--involved the same elements later interpreted in Christian baptism: repentance, confession, evidence of changed lives, coming judgment, and the coming of the kingdom of God through the Messiah, who would baptize with the Spirit and with fire (Matt. 3:11). John thus formed a purified community waiting for God's great salvation.


Jesus' Baptism John also baptized Jesus, who never sinned (Matt. 3:13-17; John 1:13-16).


Matthew 3:13-17 (KJV) 


Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.  But John forbad him, saying, “I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?”


And Jesus answering said unto him, “Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he suffered him.  


And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”


Jesus said that His own baptism was to fulfil all righteousness (Matt. 3:15). Thus Jesus acknowledged that the standard of life John demanded was correct for Himself and for His followers. In this way He was able to identify with sinful mankind and to be a model for others to follow. In this way Jesus affirmed John and his message. The coming of the Spirit and the voice from heaven showed that Jesus represented another point in God's revelation of Himself and formed the connection between baptism and Christ's act of redemption.


Christian Baptism John's baptism prepared repentant sinners to receive Jesus' baptism of the Holy Spirit and of fire. (Note that Jesus did not do the water baptizing; His disciples did. John 4:1-2.(KJV) Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples {did}.


Jesus' baptism and the baptizing by His disciples thus connected baptism closely with the Holy Spirit. When Jesus comes into a life, the Holy Spirit comes with His saturating presence and purifies. He empowers and cleanses the believer in a spiritual baptism. The main differences between John's baptism and Jesus' baptism lie in the personal commitment to Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit in Jesus' baptism (John 1:33). A thorough study of the Holy Spirit is helpful to understand what "baptism with the Holy Spirit" means.


John 1:29-34 (KJV) 


The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me.  And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.”  And John bare record, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, ‘Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.


The sequence of baptism and the coming of the Spirit into individual lives will show some differences (Acts 8:12-17). The usual sequence of events is: the Spirit comes into a person's life at conversion, and then the believer is baptized. The Holy Spirit is the gift who comes with salvation 


Acts 2:38 KJV


Then Peter said unto them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”


and is its seal:


Eph 1:12-14 (KJV)


That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.


The Holy Spirit saturates the new Christian's life. Or we might say that Jesus baptizes the new Christian by plunging the person into the Holy Spirit's presence and power (John 14:16-17; Acts 11:15-16).


John 14:16-18 (KJV)


And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.


Acts 11:15-16 (KJV)


And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.


To be baptized is to clothe oneself with Christ. 


Gal 3:26-27 (KJV) 


For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.


Baptism refers to the suffering and death of Christ (Mark 10:38-39; Luke 12:50). Christian baptism is in a sense a sharing of this death and resurrection and all that brought Christ to those events (Rom. 6:1-7; Col. 2:12). Baptism shows that a person has died to the old way of life and has been raised to a new kind of life--eternal life in Christ (Matt. 28:19-20; Col. 3:1; 2 Tim. 2:11). The resurrection (rising) from the water points to the Christian's resurrection also. 


Rom 6:3-14 (KJV) 


Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  For he that is dead is freed from sin.  Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.  For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 


Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.


Believers' Baptism In the New Testament baptism is for believers (Acts 2:38; 8:12-13, 36-38; Eph. 4:5).


Acts 2:38-39 (KJV) 


Then Peter said unto them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”


Acts 8:35-38 (KJV) 


Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, “See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?” 


And Philip said, “If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.”


And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.


Water apart from personal commitment to Christ makes no difference in the life of anyone. In the New Testament baptism occurs when a person trusts Christ as Lord and Savior and obeys the command to be submerged in water and raised from it as a picture of the salvation experience that has occurred. Baptism comes after conviction of sin, repentance of sin, confession of Christ as Lord and Savior. To be baptized is to preach a personal testimony through the symbol of baptism. Baptism testifies that "ye are washed ... ye are sanctified ... ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 6:11).


The setting of baptism is often restricted to a church setting with an ordained person. In the New Testament baptism takes place in varied settings wherever there is another person to do the baptizing (Acts 8:36-39; 9:18; 10:47-48). Both Jesus and Paul let others do the baptizing, so that the restriction of baptism to a leading professional minister does not seem to be the New Testament practice.


Rebaptism Scriptural baptism (baptism because of belief in Christ) occurs once. Sometimes people are baptized again because they feel they were not saved when they were first baptized. If that was the case, the first baptism simply wasn't scriptural baptism. Others are baptized because something changes in their beliefs--other than their salvation experience--and they either want to be or are urged by someone else to be rebaptized. The purpose of baptism was never to affirm each change in beliefs. For example, Apollos got his understanding corrected, but no mention is made of his rebaptism (Acts 18:24-28). The disciples grew spiritually and changed in understandings, but no mention is made of their rebaptism. Christians are to become learners along with their baptism, but no mention is made of any need to rebaptize them if they were scripturally baptized the first time.


Rebaptism in the New Testament seemingly occurred only when a group of people never had received the Holy Spirit, who is the seal of salvation (Eph. 4:30; see also Acts 1:4-5; 2:38, 41; 8:12-13,36-39). Although the dozen people focused on in Acts 19:1-7 had John's baptism, they were then properly scripturally baptized as they trusted in Jesus and received the promised Holy Spirit.


Baptism and Salvation Baptism is not a requirement of salvation, but it is a requirement of obedience. Baptism is a first step of discipleship. Although all meanings of baptism are significant, the one that most often comes to mind is water baptism as a picture of having come to know Christ as Lord and Saviour. Baptism is never the event but, rather, the picture of the event. So the pattern of obedience is to come to Christ in trust and then to picture that through the symbol of baptism. 


Note from Julie Sanders


Friends in Christ,


After reading this I can say I am one who has been re-baptized.  I was baptized as an infant.  It says in the Bible that baptism comes from my belief in Christ.  As an infant, how could I have done that?   It also says in the Bible that baptism is in obedience and a command of God.  Baptism in the Bible is a matter of submersion - which was not how I had been baptized.   As a baby, I was sprinkled with water.   I was re-baptized at age 40 and those that knew me before and know me now will say there has been a definite change in me.  That is because in obedience to God's word and my faith in Christ I was submerged (my old self died in Christ) and when I was raised up out of the water I was also raised to a new life in Christ.  


As a confession of my faith I had received the gift of the Holy Spirit, which helps me in many ways to be more like Him (Jesus).  He has helped me to heal past hurts.   He has given me purpose.  He has given me peace .  He has given me a huge family whom I love.  He has taught me to love, to forgive, and continues to teach me each and every day through prayer and His word.  My life has changed significantly because of Him.  I praise God for this new life! I praise Him for His mercy and grace bestowed on me a sinner, who at many times was at the brink of death, (through self-destruction and a couple of times with my health).  If you do not know My Jesus personally may I ask that you take Him into consideration right now!  Do not wait - get on your knees, confess your sins and ask Jesus to be your Lord and Saviour.  Then be baptized - born again into Jesus Christ and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit who will bring you into all truth.


Lord Jesus; those who are reading this today - Lord I pray that you soften their hearts, that you remove all inhibitions - that you move their souls into salvation and into your arms of peace and love.  Open their eyes Lord to your truth - not what the world perceives as the truth.  Take away all fear from them as they may be pulling away from family tradition or from old beliefs. Lord, bring wisdom and knowledge to them - and may the peace that transcends all understanding blanket them as they receive your love and forgiveness and meet you personally for the first time.  I praise you Lord for your promises that you have kept and ask that, if my prayer is within your Will, it shall be done.  Thank you Lord.  In Jesus name I pray.   


I PROMISE YOU THIS - IF YOU HAVE CONFESSED AND ACKNOWLEDGED JESUS CHRIST AS THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD AND HAVE ASKED HIM INTO YOUR SINCERE HEART, TO BE YOUR LORD AND SAVIOR, I GUARANTEE YOU CAN START A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.


Love in Christ. Jules


 











It’s a lot easier to answer stupid questions than it is to fix stupid misteaks!














Think About It!


A Steven Wright Gem shared by Nancy Wall


If you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain.
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