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Greetings and God's blessings to you all

If you are reading your very first "Making a Difference" I extend a special welcome to you and hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share.  And if you have been a member of the Beloved King Ministries’ flock for some time, whether you are a regular correspondent or a passive reader who has enjoyed receiving our magazine each month I want you to know that you are prayed for every single day.  I love every single one of you and praise God for you.  
I want to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share items with us and especially to those dear people who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially.  If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
I pray that God will abundantly bless you, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and those most dear to you will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail in wonderful new ways.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm or distressed.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.
David R Holt
IMPORTANT REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change Internet servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  If possible please send the change of address from your OLD address because, if I happen to miss it, Mailbox Filter will reject it if you send it from your new one.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  There are two options available to you.  One is in MS Office Word and all you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel and the magazine will open).  The other is as a PDF file which requires Adobe Reader.  If you don’t have Adobe Reader, a link to download it FREE is provided in the notice.  Once installed on your computer, it will allow trouble-free access to not only ‘Making a Difference’ but also to many other web sites so I strongly recommend installing it on your computer.  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

Of course, all past editions of Making A Difference are on the Beloved King Ministries’ web site too. Just click HERE and then, when the home page opens, click the “Making A Difference” button fifth from the top on the left of your screen. Then click the editions you want to see.
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DISCLAIMER 
Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
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The Inquisition Isn’t Over

During the past month, one of our readers, Peter “Benny” Benson sent a book review of Michael L Brown’s “Our Hands Are Stained With Blood.”   The book is subtitled, “The tragic story of the church and the Jewish people” which gives a pretty clear idea of what it’s all about.  The review is quite detailed with summaries of each chapter and, whilst I have yet to read the book, the following report on chapter 8, the title of which is the title of this editorial, caught my eye.  I copy it here exactly as it is.
“Everyone has heard about the Spanish Inquisition.  In the days of Christopher Columbus and of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, the Catholic Church launched a terrible persecution against suspected heretics.  Thousands [of Jews] were imprisoned, tortured and burned at the stake.

All this is common knowledge.  But how many of us know that there was a particular “heresy” the Spanish Inquisition sought to uncover and destroy?”

This one will amaze you!  But it has been part and parcel of the apostate church - as well as many genuine churches - that Jews who converted to Christianity up until very recently had to forsake every vestige of their Jewish background and religious practices.  But be it known:
 “Rather than taking the Law away from Israel, God promised to put it in their hearts.  The New Covenant does not do away with God’s Law [cf. Jeremiah 31:31-33; Hebrews 8:6-12].  Instead, it makes it relevant in a new and living way.  This actually should be attractive to other Jews!

Of course, observance of the Law does not make us more righteous, more loved or more spiritual.  Through the cross our sins are forgiven, and the Spirit leads us in paths of life.  But where is it written that believers, in particular Jewish believers, are forbidden to observe the Law?  Where is it written that the Spirit always leads us away from and against the Law?
Let’s get more specific: Where do the Scriptures clearly and decisively make Sunday into the Sabbath?  (Forget about Church tradition.  What does the Bible say?)  Then why are Jewish believers who set aside Saturday for Sabbath worship considered divisive?

Where does God say to forget the biblical feasts?  Then why are Jewish believers who celebrate the feasts instead of later, man-made holidays, accused of going back under the Law?  [and certain Sabbatarian Christian churches and denominations who keep the biblical feasts instead of the man-made holidays—they are labeled (I say libeled) as legalists.]  

Where does the Word teach that Jews must become Gentiles to be saved?  We have really forgotten our roots!

As a Christian who unswervingly believes Jesus’ words “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them.  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen will disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” (Matthew 5:17, 18), I found the wording of this résumé particularly inspiring.  

Long time readers of Making A Difference will know only too well my unswerving belief that, as I put it in my book “God’s Deal With YOU,”  “Whilst obeying God’s commandments won’t get anyone into His kingdom, wilful failure to obey them will certainly keep you out!” (page 40).  The more I see of the world today, the more I realise the absolute truth of those words.
Supporters of Beloved King Ministries will also know that it has been my practice to always quote Scripture in full when citing biblical passages.  There is one very real – albeit sad – reason that I do that.  People today are too busy, too complacent and, in many cases, too lazy to bother to actually open their Bibles and read verses cited as evidence in support of statements that “religious” teachers and preachers make.  All too often, preachers glibly make statements from pulpits that are, when checked out in the Scriptures, nothing more nor less than a pack of lies and, for the reasons just given, in some cases literally millions of God’s beloved children readily accept whatever they say as gospel truth.

THIS HAS GOT TO STOP!

But HOW can it be stopped?  Well, for starters, what are YOU doing about it?
If you agree with me that making every effort to be obedient to ALL of God’s Law is not just a good thing to do but an ESSENTIAL thing to do if you want to walk the golden street of His kingdom with Him, what do you do when family and friends complacently accept the lies that their churches teach them?  Another statement I make in my book is, “People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.”  So it follows that, before you attempt to correct doctrinal errors that near and dear loved ones have been ingrained with over what may be a whole lifetime, you are going to have to demonstrate to them in practical ways just HOW much you really DO care about them – and, in particular, their salvation.

Jesus also said (in the same address that He said the previous passage I have quoted), “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (Matthew 5:11, 12). 

Be honest beloved, how timid (or even downright scared) are you of telling the truth to people you REALLY care about when you are almost certain that they will hate you for it?  It isn’t easy to “go out on a limb” when you know that what you are saying goes against the traditions of centuries.  I know!  I have been vilified many times for taking the stand that I do for biblical TRUTH.  I have literally wept tears of anguish over loved ones who prefer to doggedly stick up for their churches and preachers rather than even so much as attempt to verify what I have told them.  I wouldn’t mind at all if those loved ones came to me with what they sincerely believe to be valid reasons for their erroneous beliefs but they don’t!  They just brand me (sometimes venomously!) as a “satanic heretic” for daring to question their beloved church’s teachings.  And yet, if they would open their Bibles and actually STUDY them, they would very soon discover where the real satanic heresies are!
I have tried to gently show people how they are being duped out of their eternal inheritance by lying churches only to be told that, if I persist in “blaspheming” their beloved church, they no longer want to know me.  I thank God from the bottom of my heart that I was not such a person when I was shown that the church I loved was actually beguiling me with scriptural lies.  Of course, my immediate response was not to simply walk out of that church and be thankful for deliverance from Satan’s hands.  The first thing I did was to go to the pastor and, in the form of questions, attempt to get him to see that what he was preaching and teaching wasn’t scriptural.  His response was exactly what Jesus spoke about in the passage just quoted.  He called me a heretic (and some other things that quite amazed me coming from a pastor’s mouth) and told me never to set foot in “his” church again.  Would you believe he even backed up that order with threats of violence!!?  Actually, it was the latter more than anything that convinced me beyond any doubt that I was not wrong.  Not that I was in any doubt before speaking with him because I had THOROUGHLY researched the Scriptures before approaching him.  I guess, in fairness to him, I hadn’t given him the opportunity to do the same – but then, as a pastor, should he have needed such an opportunity?
I recently asked a VERY near and dear person – an elderly member of my own family – how much she cared about what happened to her after she passed from this life.  Her answer was distressing.  She simply said in the succinct way that old people have, “I DON’T care!”  There was finality about those three words that left me “back-footed.”  I’m ashamed to say that I was momentarily left speechless.  Knowing my relative as I do, I knew that, to persist, would have only invoked hostility because she would have considered any further discussion as an encroachment upon her private territory.  That made me wonder how many like her there are in the world.
But what is the duty of a true Christian?  One thing’s for sure, it is NOT taking a complacent sort of attitude that says, “Well, I’M saved and what YOU do is up to you!”  As Christians, we are admonished by our Saviour to love our neighbours AS OURSELVES and so saying that is definitely NOT following that admonition is it?  When you see someone who you genuinely and sincerely care about following apostate church doctrines what do you feel?  I guess the first question must be, do you feel ANYTHING?  There is no difference here to watching someone you love standing on a chair, placing a noose around his or her neck and announcing he or she is going to kick the chair away!  Would you just stand there and watch?
Well, beloved, when you do nothing to at least attempt to show loved ones doctrinal errors that could cost them their very salvation, you might as well be kicking the chair for them!  Think about THAT beloved!  When you see a Scripture reference cited as support for a suggestion that something your church teaches is unscriptural, do you actually get your Bible and look it up?  Or are you too lazy to bother?  Yahweh told Hosea, “My people are destroyed through lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4:6).  Now I’m going to depart from my usual practice and challenge you to open your Bible and READ THE REST OF THAT VERSE!  God didn’t inspire useless rhetoric for His Word!  Everything there is ESSENTIAL INFORMATION for anyone who wants to meet Him.
So, firstly for your own sake, stop listening only to your preachers and study God’s Word for yourself.  I can almost guarantee that you will not have to study long before you are saying, “THAT’S not what my church teaches!”  (I say not long because you only have to get to verse 3 of the second chapter of Genesis to find proof of one lie that most churches preach and teach!  You’ll probably still be on page 1 of your Bible!)  One thing you will soon discover is that churches very subtly mix truth with lies in such a way that their adherents don’t even notice the lies.  Satan is VERY devious!

Secondly, when you have discovered FOR YOURSELF the myriad lies that your church teaches, you are also going to realise that the vast majority of your friends and loved ones are among the “many” that are on what Jesus described as the “broad road that leads to destruction.” (Matthew 7:13).  Then you will be faced with a very momentous decision.  Will you attempt to open their eyes to the awful truth and risk alienation and persecution from them?  Before you contemplate that though, since you have opened your Bible, read Ezekiel 3:18-21 too!  You cannot drag them into God’s kingdom with you.  You can only show them the way to the small gate.  THEY have to walk through it onto the narrow road that leads to life.

Finally, what you must NOT do is spend undue time mourning over those who do alienate and persecute you.  Jesus said that there is more rejoicing in heaven over one soul saved than over 99 that don’t need saving.  Follow His example and praise Him for your successes.  The Bible says they will be few (Matthew 7:14) so don’t be surprised when you are vilified.  By all means EXPECT miracles but remember that just one soul brought out of “Babylon” is a miracle!

To read the full synopsis of Michael Brown’s book, please go to http://www.unityinchrist.com/history/blood.htm. 
DRH 
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A Neat Analogy

Shared by Rowena Ker

BUZZARD

If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet by 8 feet and is entirely open at the top, the bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will be an absolute prisoner. The reason is that a buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of 10 to 12 feet.  Without space to run, as is its habit, it will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for life in a small jail with no top.

BAT

The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkably nimble creature in the air, cannot take off from a level place. If it is placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can do is shuffle about helplessly and, no doubt, painfully, until it reaches some slight elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a flash.

BUMBLEBEE

A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless it is taken out. It never sees the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek a way where none exists, until it completely destroys itself.
PEOPLE

In many ways, there are lots of people like the buzzard, the bat, and the bumblebee. They are struggling about with all their problems and frustrations, not ever realizing that all they have to do is look up.
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You Are Wonderful

Shared by Nancy Wall

Everybody knows...
You can't be all things to all people.
You can't do all things at once.
You can't do all things equally well.
You can't do all things better than everyone else.
Your humanity is showing just like everyone else's.
So...
You have to find out who you are, and be that.
You have to decide what comes first, and do that.
You have to discover your strengths, and use them.
You have to learn not to compete with others, 
because no one else is in the contest of being YOU.
And then...
You will have learned to accept your own uniqueness.
You will have learned to set priorities and make decisions.
You will have learned to live with your limitations.
You will have learned to give yourself the respect that is due.
And you'll be a most unique and happy human being.
Always Believe...
That you are a wonderful, unique person.
That you are a once-in-all-history event.
That it's more than a right, it's your duty to be who you are.
That life is not a problem to solve, but a gift to cherish.
And you'll always be able to stay one up on what used to get you down!
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.
I am opposed to millionaires.

But it would be dangerous to offer me the position.
Mark Twain
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Two Covenants
Dear David,

Could you please explain the differences between what the Bible calls "the New Covenant" and "the Old Covenant"?  The book of Hebrews mentions two covenants and says a BETTER one came into effect. (Heb. 8:6)
Heb. 8:7 clearly says the FIRST COVENANT had faults in it. That is why a second one was needed through Jesus Christ. Then in verse 8, it says FINDING FAULT WITH THEM... and then the writer mentions the New Covenant will come with the house of Israel and Judah. Verse 9 says it will not be like the one that was made with their fathers when God led them out of Egypt and the Israelites did not keep the covenant. 
Verse 10 explains what the New Covenant will involve.  
1.  It will be made with the house of Israel.  
2.  It will be after those days (what days?) when the Messiah will come. 
3.  God's Laws will be put into their minds and written on their hearts. (Meaning not on tablets of stone as the commandments were, but via the Holy Spirit as we learn later)  
In verse 13 it clearly says, "When he said, "A new covenant", He has made the first obsolete. And whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is READY TO DISAPPEAR.   
There are clearly TWO COVENANTS and they are NOT the same. If I am misunderstanding this, please let me know.
Sally Andrews 

 

Dear Sally,
Because your questions are of such universal interest, I am answering them here so that others can also benefit.  I can easily understand how you would have had difficulty with this because ALMOST all religious denominations claiming to be Christian never teach their unfortunate adherents what is, in actual fact, a very simple answer.
Where Hebrews 8:7 states that the Old Covenant had faults it is referring to the fact that the system whereby an animal was put to death as a substitute for a sinner wasn’t working because the people took it for granted. When someone sinned, they readily acknowledged their sin and fronted up (originally at the tabernacle and then at the temple in Jerusalem) with a perfect lamb or whatever the Law of Moses prescribed and the price for their sin was paid.  What the sinners soon forgot was that payment for their sin also included repentance – that is, STOPPING doing it!  So they just went away and sinned over and over again and brought more sacrifices!  In modern terms, that is a bit like a very rich person being convicted of some corporate crime, paying the fine and simply carrying on doing it and paying the fines whenever he is caught out.  The fact that he has a long criminal record doesn’t bother him in the least.  In fact, he reaches the stage where he even budgets for the fines as a “business expense!”  So it was with God’s people.  The sacrifices eventually ceased to have any significance other than being an “inconvenience.”

When Yahweh outlined to Moses all the various misdemeanours (called “sins” in the Bible) and the sacrifices appropriate to them the intention was for the sinners to realise that they had erred, learn their lesson and, as Jesus said to the woman caught in adultery, “sin no more” - but they didn’t!  This is where some confusion arises concerning the ten definitions of basic sin (the Ten Commandments) written on stone by Yahweh Himself and the numerous details written by Moses on a scroll.  It is those details that were done away with at the cross when Jesus gave Himself as one all-encompassing and final sacrifice for ALL the sins mankind has ever committed or will commit. Under the Old (original) Covenant, humanity  "paid" the blood-price prescribed for their transgression of Divine Law with sacrifices of sheep and other animals substituted for themselves but when Jesus was sacrificed on the cross He REPLACED that sacrificial system and, as Hebrews (and Jeremiah 31 of which Hebrews is a direct quotation) says, made it obsolete.  At His final meal with His disciples, Jesus took the cup of wine and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” (Luke 22:20).  Then, after the meal, He was betrayed, arrested, falsely tried and crucified and, just as He said, the Old Covenant in animal blood became obsolete and the New Covenant in HIS blood took over.
The New Covenant DOESN'T change the definitions of sin or, in fact, the penalty for it.  As 1 John 3:4 (notably written under the New Covenant) explains, "Sin is the transgression of the Law" and this is further explained in James 2:10 where we are told that there is only ONE Law (comprised of ten "clauses" or, as Scripture refers to them, commandments).  The importance of this is lost on many believers but, as James points out, to break even one tiny portion of just one of those commandments is to break the WHOLE Law.  It was the tiny portions that Moses’ list of regulations referred.  Actually, Moses’ list was provided, as much as anything, to satisfy the legalists of the day who were “nit-picking” about what the exact meaning of the basic Law was.  Like, what does God mean when He says, “You shall not kill.”  Does that mean it is wrong to kill in self-defence in battle, etc?  Jesus referred to this in Matthew 19:3-12 where He answered the Pharisees’ questions about divorce saying, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard.  But it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
So the "New" Covenant that replaced the "Old" one did NOT involve any changes to the immutable Law (ref: Psalm 111:7, 8) OR the penalty for breaking it.  The wages of sin is STILL death (that's in the NEW Testament too).  What changed was the way that those "wages" have been paid in full for EVERYONE. No longer do men need to sacrifice animals in payment for their transgression of the Law because the Son of God gave Himself as the ultimate sacrifice for every sin ever committed.
Concerning the three points you mention,

1.  It (the New Covenant) will be made with the house of Israel.  
The term "Israel" is explained in Romans 11:11-24 where we are clearly told in verse 17 that Christian believers of every nationality have been "grafted into the original olive tree and are supported by the same root which is the God of the House of Israel.  This is explained in greater detail in chapter 5 of my book, “God’s Deal With YOU.”  Also, it is necessary to remember that, when Jeremiah quoted Yahweh, the “Old Covenant” made at Sinai was with the House of Israel and it was to the Israelites that Jeremiah’s message was directed.  He was simply prophesying that, in the fullness of God’s time, the New Covenant in Jesus’ blood would make the old one obsolete.
Something that all Christians need to understand is that Jesus was the ISRAELITES’ Messiah.  As He said to the Canaanite woman who asked Him to heal her daughter, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” (Matthew 15:24). If you don’t believe that you are, as I refer to it in my book, “an honorary Israelite,” then I am bound to ask why you honour the Israelite Messiah.  Quite simply, we cannot expect the benefits without also accepting the responsibilities.  John the Baptist gave an early indication of the universality of Jesus Messiahship when he said, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of THE WORLD.” (John 1:29)
2.  It will be after those days (what days?) when the Messiah will come. 
This is where the direct quotation from Jeremiah 31 is evident because, when that was written some 600 years BEFORE the incarnation of Jesus, "after those days" referred to the time AFTER the Messiah promised in Daniel 9:26 was sacrificed.

3.  God's Laws will be put into their minds and written on their hearts (Meaning not on tablets of stone as the commandments were, but via the Holy Spirit as we learn later).  
All this means is that the tremendous significance of Jesus' sacrifice and resurrection would be (as it has been) world news that would never be forgotten so that God's Law (which, remember, is the ONLY definition of what "sin" actually is) wouldn't need to be displayed publicly because anyone and everyone who TRULY follows Jesus (John 14:21) would know it (to use the modern version) "by heart" AND KEEP IT.  Note here also Proverbs 28:9 which refers to those who DON'T know the Law by heart.

Where you say, "In verse 13 it clearly says, 'When he said, "A new covenant", He has made the first obsolete. And whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is READY TO DISAPPEAR.'" I have explained this above.  It has happened everywhere except among Israelis who don't accept that Jesus WAS the promised Messiah and therefore still continue the old sacrificial "covenant."

Don’t be intimidated by those who have you believe that God’s covenant with His people is highly complex because it isn’t.  The word covenant simply means "agreement" or, as the title of my book uses it, "deal."  The problem has ALWAYS been and always will be the same - SIN.  It is only the solution to it that is different.  When you understand the difference, it isn't really rocket science is it?
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REFLECTIONS OF A MOTHER

Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht
I gave you life, but cannot live it for you.
I can teach you things, but I cannot make you learn.
I can give you directions, but I cannot be there to lead you.
I can allow you freedom, but I cannot account for it.
I can take you to church, but I cannot make you believe.
I can teach you right from wrong, but I cannot always decide for you.
I can buy you beautiful clothes, but I cannot make you beautiful inside.
I can offer you advice, but I cannot accept it for you.
I can give you love, but I cannot force it upon you.
I can teach you to share, but I cannot make you unselfish.
I can teach you respect, but I cannot force you to show honour.
I can advise you about friends, but cannot choose them for you.
I can advise you about sex, but I cannot keep you pure.
I can tell you the facts of life, but I can't build your reputation.
I can tell you about drink, but I can't say "no" for you.
I can warn you about drugs, but I can't prevent you from using them.
I can tell you about lofty goals, but I can't achieve them for you.
I can teach you about kindness, but I can't force you to be gracious.
I can warn you about sins, but I cannot make you moral.
I can love you as a child, but I cannot place you in God's family.
I can pray for you, but I cannot make you walk with God.
I can teach you about Jesus, but I cannot make Jesus your Lord.
I can tell you how to live, but I cannot give you eternal life.
I can love you with unconditional love all of my life...  and I will!!!











 


The Holy Sabbath Day

By Effie E. Edwards

Shared by Yvette Burleigh

This is the Holy Sabbath Day,

Of all the week, the best

When we should cease from labor,

And give our bodies rest.

The day to worship, God our Lord,

And spiritual strength renew,

To help us through the coming days,

As we seek His will, to do.

A time for fellowship with those,

Who Christian witness bear,

And praise and worship God above,

And bow to Him in Prayer.

'Tis sad indeed so many fail,

To observe this Holy Day,

But go right on, their work to do,

Nor take the time to pray.

They're missing much God meant for them,

'Twill truly shorten their life's span,

By not observing God's command,

Or following His Holy plan.

Keep the Sabbath Day Holy,

Command He gave so long ago,

He has not changed for us, today,

He expects still to keep, you know.

Take time apart, for prayer to Him,

And worship in a Holy place,

Ask for pardon of your sins,

That He may all of them erase.

And try to live each day for Him,

As He would have you do,

And witness all along the way,

Your whole life's journey through.


Life Lessons From a Frog
Shared by Nancy Wall
There once was a bunch of tiny frogs who arranged a running competition. The goal was to reach the top of a very high tower.  A big crowd had gathered around the tower to see the race and cheer on the contestants.
The race began.
Honestly...No one in the crowd really believed that the tiny frogs would reach the top of the tower.  You heard statements such as: "Oh, WAY too difficult!!! They will NEVER make it to the top!!!" or: "Not a chance that they will succeed. The tower is too high!!!"
The tiny frogs began collapsing. One by one; except for those, who in a fresh tempo, were climbing higher and higher.  The crowd continued to yell, "It is too difficult!!!   No one will make it!!!"
More tiny frogs got tired and gave up, but ONE continued higher and higher and higher.  This one wouldn't give up!!! 
At the end everyone else had given up climbing the tower. Except for the one tiny frog who, after a big effort, was the only one who reached the top!
THEN all of the other tiny frogs naturally wanted to know how this one frog managed to do it?  A contestant asked the tiny frog how he had found the strength to succeed and reach the goal.
It turned out...That the winner was DEAF!!!
The wisdom of this story is:
NEVER listen to other people's tendencies to be negative or pessimistic.   Because they take your most wonderful dreams and wishes away from you - the ones you have in your heart!!!
Always think of the power words have.  Because everything you hear and read will affect your actions!!!
Therefore:  ALWAYS be...POSITIVE!!!
And above all:  Be DEAF when people tell YOU that you can not fulfil your dreams!!!
Always think:
God and I can do this!!!


 


THE FALL
Shared by Ed Damas

A man named Jack was walking along a steep cliff one day, when he accidentally got too close to the edge and fell. On the way down he grabbed a branch, which temporarily stopped his fall. He looked down and to his horror saw that the canyon fell straight down for more than a thousand feet.

He couldn't hang onto the branch forever, and there was no way for him to climb up the steep wall of the cliff. So Jack began yelling for help, hoping that someone passing by would hear him and lower a rope or something.

HELP! HELP! Is anyone up there? "HELP!"

He yelled for a long time, but no one heard him. He was about to give up when he heard a voice. Jack, Jack. Can you hear me?"

"Yes, yes! I can hear you. I'm down here!"

"I can see you, Jack. Are you all right?"

“Yes, but who are you, and where are you?”

"I am the Lord, Jack. I'm everywhere."

"The Lord? You mean, GOD?"

"That's Me."

"God, please help me! I promise if, you'll get me down from here, I'll stop sinning. I'll be a really good person. I'll serve You for the rest of my life."

"Easy on the promises, Jack. Let's get you off from there; then we can talk."

"Now, here's what I want you to do. Listen carefully."

"I'll do anything, Lord. Just tell me what to do."

"Okay. Let go of the branch."
"What?" 
"I said, let go of the branch. Just trust me. Let go."

There was a long silence.

Finally Jack yelled, "HELP! HELP! IS ANYONE ELSE UP THERE?"

I Was Shocked

Shared by Nancy Wall 

I was shocked, confused, bewildered
as I entered Heaven's door,
Not by the beauty of it all,
by the lights or its decor.
But it was the folks in Heaven
who made me sputter and gasp--
the thieves, the liars, the sinners, 
the alcoholics and the trash.
There stood the kid from seventh grade
who swiped my lunch money twice.
Next to him was my old neighbour
who never said anything nice.
Uncle Bill, who I always thought
was rotting away in hell, 
was sitting pretty on cloud nine, 
looking incredibly well.
I nudged Jesus, "What's the deal?
I would love to hear Your take.
 How'd all these sinners get up here?
God must've made a mistake.
And why's everyone so quiet, so sombre?
Please give me a clue.".
"Hush, My child," said He. "They're all in shock.
No one thought that they'd see you."


Notable Headlines from the Past
Prostitutes Appeal to Pope


If people evolved from apes, why are there still apes?

AND,


COWBOY JAKE

Shared by Nancy Wall


Jake, the rancher went one day, 
To fix a distant fence.
The wind was cold and gusty; 
The clouds rolled gray and dense.

As he pounded the last staples in
And gathered his tools to go,
The temperature had fallen;
The wind and snow began to blow.

When he finally reached his pickup,
He felt a heavy heart;
From the sound of that ignition,
He knew it wouldn't start!

So Jake did what most of us would do,
Had we also been there.
He humbly bowed his balding head
And sent aloft a prayer.

As he turned the key for one last time,
He softly cursed his luck.
They found him three days later,
Frozen stiff in that old truck.

Now Jake had been around in life
And done his share since birth.
But when he saw Heaven, he was shocked.
It looked just like Fort Worth!
Of all the saints in Heaven,
His favourite was St. Peter.
(Now, this line ain't really needed,
But it helps with rhyme and meter)

So they set and talked a minute or two,
Or maybe it was three.
Nobody was keeping score --
In Heaven time is free.

"I've always heard," Jake said to Pete,
"That God will answer prayer,
But one time when I asked for help,
Well, HE just plain wasn't there."

"Does God answer prayers of some,
and ignore the prayers of others?
That don't seem exactly square --
I know all men are brothers."

"Or does he randomly reply,
Without good rhyme or reason?
Maybe, it's the time of day,
The weather or the season."

"Now I ain't trying to act smart,
It's just the way I feel.
And I was wondering, could you tell me,
What the heck's the deal?!"

Peter listened patiently,
And when old Jake was done,
There were smiles of recognition,
And he said, "So, you're the one!!"

"That day! Your truck; It wouldn't start,
And you sent your prayer a flying,
You gave us all a real bad time,
With hundreds of us all trying."

"A thousand angels rushed,
To check the status of your file,
But you know, Jake,
We hadn't heard from you, in quite a long while."
"And though all prayers are answered,
And God ain't got no quota,
He didn't recognize your voice,
And started a truck in Minnesota!"
BETTER KEEP IN TOUCH!

How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For Some NEW Bible Quizzes

This is a different link to the one we have run for the last few months so, if you enjoyed the other one, have a go with these.


Here’s a fun

Noah’s Ark Game
Editor’s note:  
Hi Children, I still haven’t done it in the time allocated!  
Let me know if YOU can and I’ll list a hall of fame.
(You can let your parents try too if you like!)

Deathwatch in Siberia 
A story in six parts by W.S. Jesske
From the files of Amazing Facts Ministry

Part Two
We had cried our last tears and spoken our last words of comfort to each other, assuring each other that if our appeal failed, we would certainly meet on the resurrection morning. Now we sat silent, at the mercy of these native men and of God.

Our minister arose and met the three men halfway up the narrow aisle. He told them that we had been misled in Europe. We had been taught falsely. We had now read the Word of God through for ourselves several times, and the only Scriptures that we could find identified the seventh day, and not the first, as the Christian Sabbath. True, there were eight mentions of the first day of the week in the New Testament, but not in a single case did we find any suggestion of holiness attached to it.

"We will not resist," our pastor said. "You may kill us if you wish, but we hope and pray that instead you will join us in worship of the true God on His holy Sabbath."

Then he stepped back and sat down. The three natives stood conferring among themselves, then turned and walked out without saying a word in reply. The little door closed. It did not seem like a good omen. We sat in silence for another few moments with God. The quietness was broken only by an occasional sob. We felt as if time pressed down around us and stopped as we waited there.

Suddenly the door opened and the three men entered once again. "Don't be afraid," they said. "We will not kill you. We have come back to join you and we will all worship on the seventh day, as your Holy book prescribes." Then Hammemba, the chief and spokesman, began to tell us why they had made this request in the beginning.

When the caravan of native priests had arrived at the Arkulic for their skin offerings that the natives regularly supplied, the Kirghiz had nothing to give. When they explained that it was because of their friendship with the Christian exiles that they had not taken any skins, the priest asked, "Oh, then you have become Christians?"

"Yes," the native replied.

"Then you have undoubtedly also given up your keeping of Friday, as you were taught, and begun to keep their Sunday?"

"Yes, we have," was their reply.

The chief priest drew up to his full height, and a slow smile began to spread over his face. "Fools! God back and ask your white friends to show you the proof that they are instructed by their God to keep the first day holy! If they cannot do that, then bring me their skins, for they lie!"

The native priests had heard about the Bible before, and some had even studied it. They told the Kirghiz that the Christians would be unable to find such a text and that they would get our skins. The priests told the natives while they were waiting for our reply that if we were really honest (they felt that most white men were liars) about Christianity and wanted to live in the way our God prescribed, we would be keeping the seventh day holy and not the first. 

Now these natives had heard our minister make an honest confession that we had all been misled, and that our Book had indeed pointed to the seventh day as the Sabbath of the Lord. They had to decide that we were honest, even though we were white! They really did want to be Christians; they were tired of such things as skin offerings. Their lives did not improve under the supervision of the heathen priests, while we had helped them to advance in many ways and had asked for nothing in return.

After they had finished telling us this story, they said that they wanted to be real Christians, and to follow the Bible and its sacred teachings. They returned to their village and told the priests to be on their way, that henceforth they would have no more skin offerings. The following Saturday, on God's holy Sabbath, our little colony, together with the Kirghiz, worshiped together in our humble mud brick church.
TO BE CONTINUED
What will happen next to the Christian exiles?  

Don’t miss the August edition of Making A Difference for the next episode of Deathwatch in Siberia.

.

PRAYER


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.
I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem! 


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.

PRAYER
Shared by The House of David
Father - I am a sinner and I acknowledge that I have hurt you many times in the past. But now that your eternal truth has awakened in me, I refuse to go back to my sinful human nature. 
I realize now just how much my sins have hurt you, my Father, and no one who truly loves another should cause them pain.

Father, I love you and I never want to hurt you again. You created me out of love, yet I sinned against you out of selfishness. 
That's why I now cast off my sinful, selfish past - not because it leads to death - but because it hurts the One I love.

Dear LORD - Your truth now grows in me daily just as a tree grows up to the heavens. So let your light and living waters nourish the Tree of Life which has now sprung forth within me. 
And let your breath of Life sustain me just as long as I stay focused on your truth.

I crave the day when this Tree of Life that now grows within me will blossom with the beautiful, aromatic flowers that once bloomed in Eden -- the Garden of my God. 
Father, my desire is to worship and praise you morning, noon and night, yea from day-to-day, season-to-season, Jubilee to Jubilee, into the ages of ages.



OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:

1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.

3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."

4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."

5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.

6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.

7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).

8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).

9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.

10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem! 


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother  


By Yvette Burleigh


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philosopherspearl.com/" ��The Philosopher’s Pearl�


Some thought provoking ideas for sceptics





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web page to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created, their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


POEMS


� HYPERLINK "http://www.frontporchinspirations.com/Butterfly.html" ��The Butterfly� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.goodtimes2.com/rest_in_him.htm" ��Rest in Him� *


MULTIMEDIA


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.fireonthealtar.com/compilations/donna/Gods%20Hell.mp3" ��An Audio Link� *





 FUN


� HYPERLINK "http://members.shaw.ca/mcinnes-hume/mud_puddles__dandelions.htm" ��Mud Puddles and Dandelions� * 


� HYPERLINK "http://wandascountryhome.com/countryroad/index.html" ��Dirt Roads� *








   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 











P.U.S.H.


Shared by Kim Combs


A man was sleeping one night in his cabin when suddenly his room filled with light, and God appeared.  The Lord told the man he had work for him to do, and showed him a large rock in front of his cabin. The Lord explained that the man was to push against the rock with all his might.


So, this the man did, day after day. For many years he toiled from sunup to sundown, his shoulders set squarely against the cold, massive surface of the unmoving rock, pushing with all of his might. Each night the man returned to his cabin sore and worn out, feeling that his whole day had been spent in vain.


Since the man was showing discouragement, the Adversary (Satan) decided to enter the picture by placing thoughts into the weary mind, "You have been pushing against that rock for a long time and it hasn't moved." Thus, he gave the man the impression that the task was impossible and that he was a failure.


These thoughts discouraged and disheartened the man. Satan said, "Why kill yourself over this? Just put in your time, giving just the minimum effort; and that will be good enough."


That's what the weary man planned to do, but decided to make it a matter of Prayer and to take his troubled thoughts to the Lord. "Lord," he said, "I have labored long and hard in your service, putting all my strength, to do that which you have asked. Yet, after all this time, I have not even budged that rock by half a millimeter. What is wrong? Why am I failing?"


The Lord responded compassionately, "My friend, when I asked you to serve Me and you accepted, I told you that your task was to push against the rock with all of your strength, which you have done. Never once did I mention to you that I expected you to move it. Your task was to push. And now you come to Me with your strength spent, thinking that you have failed.  But, is that really so? Look at yourself. Your arms are strong and muscled, your back sinewy and brown; Your hands are calloused from constant pressure, your legs have become massive and hard. Through opposition you have grown much, and your abilities now surpass that which you used to have.  True, you haven't moved the rock. But your calling was to be Obedient and to Push and to Exercise your Faith and Trust in My Wisdom. That you have done. Now, I, my friend, will move the rock."


At times, when we hear a word from God, we tend to use our own intellect to decipher what He wants. When actually what God wants is just simple Obedience and Faith in Him. By all means, exercise the faith that moves mountains, but know that it is still God, who moves the mountains.





When everything seems to go wrong


Just P.U.S.H.!


When the job gets you down


Just P.U.S.H.!


When people don't do as you think they should


Just P.U.S.H!


When you can't find the right work


Just P.U.S.H.!


When your money is "gone" and the bills are due


Just P.U.S.H


When people just don't understand you


Just P.U.S.H.!


P = Pray


U = Until


S = Something


H = Happens








Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 


Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”


John 8:31, 32











Food For Thought


What are YOU Doing?


The following is an excerpt from the North Pacific Union Gleaner, 


March 16, 1910.


Shared by Judy Fua





“There are some now claiming to be followers of Christ who in the judgment will be confronted by their friends and neighbours to whom they might have pointed out the way of salvation, but whom they allowed to remain unwarned. Then will they hear the terrible words: "Why did you not tell us the things you claimed to believe? Why did you not seek to help us understand the truths of God's Word? Why did you not do all in your power to warn us, before it was everlastingly too late? You never told us these things that would have helped us to prepare to meet our God in peace. You allowed us to come up to the judgment, unwarned, unsaved."





This statement is, indeed, food for thought – VERY deep and serious thought!  Those claiming to be followers of Christ will not only hear such heartbreaking words from those they claimed to love: They also risk hearing Jesus say to them, “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in…  I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these; you did not do it for me.” (Matthew 25:41-43, 45)


So next time you are chatting with someone who is following apostate church teachings, will you have the courage to show him (or her) his scriptural errors?  Or is the fear of offending him greater than your fear of offending the Lord?  Think about it!


If, on the other hand, you are the recipient of such a warning, will you earnestly check it out or will you revile the one warning you?


Jesus said, “Why do you break the commandments of God for the sake of your traditions?” (Matthew 15:3).  How will you answer Him?


Believe me beloved, your answer is CRUCIAL!











HAVE YOUR SAY!


Do you have any questions?    Do you have any suggestions?


 Do you have any ideas?           Do you have any revelations?


YOU DO!


Then why not visit a great Christian forum site where YOU can post your very own thoughts, opinions and ideas as well as post questions where everyone visiting the forum can offer their answers?


Click below to visit this great new web site where YOUR comments are important.


� HYPERLINK "http://wolvesforchrist.com/forum/" ��WFC Christian Forums


�By the way, just because this site is owned and operated by a great Christian teenager, it’s NOT just for young people.


EVERYONE IS WELCOME


So, whether you are 9 or 90, why not take a while to visit right now and register as a contributor?�









Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD, �I want to be just like my Daddy when I get big but not with so much hair all over.�Tom�





We could certainly slow the aging process down if it had to work its way through Congress.�Unknown








�  





























































































































 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt BA


SECOND EDITION NOW SOLD OUT!


The third printing will be available soon so


ORDER YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" ��CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM


�     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 





The Sherry Walter Message





Bearing Fruit for Jesus


Have you ever heard that we must bear fruit for Jesus? What exactly does that mean? Is it our responsibility? Is it something that we try to do? Let’s see what Jesus himself had to say about bearing fruit.


John 15:1-11


1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every {branch} that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither {can} you, unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and {so} prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and {that} your joy may be made full.


What is the textual context of these remarks of Jesus? Love to God and Love to fellow man.


John 14:31 	“but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go from here.”


John 15:12 	"This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.”


John 15:14 	"You are My friends, if you do what I command you.”


What exactly is the fruit that Jesus speaks of?


Galatians 5:19-23


19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.


The fruits are attitudes of the heart that reveal themselves through our actions.  Let’s take a look at the function of the fruit. Does the fruit cause growth of the branches? Does the fruit enhance the connection between the vine and the branches?


Matthew 7:15-23


15”Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn {bushes,} nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits. 21 Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'


How do we become branches? Are we born with that status?


Romans 11:16-21


16 And if the first piece {of dough} be holy, the lump is also; and if the root be holy, the branches are too. 17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, {remember that} it is not you who supports the root, but the root {supports} you. 19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in." 20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you.


Let’s look back at John 15 and see what causes the fruit to grow. Jesus used illustrations that the people could identify with. As farmers and vinedressers, the people could understand the growth process of plants and then relate it to God’s plan of salvation. How does a vine produce fruit? Does it try to? Does a young plant or a new branch produce fruit immediately? What happens if a branch is broken off? What is hidden inside of the fruit? (Seeds) What does this suggest about how we spread the word of God?


Of what benefit is pruning? What spiritual significance does that have?


James 1:2-4


2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have {its} perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.


What does Jesus mean by the term abide?  How can we abide in Jesus the vine?


Strong’s Greek Concordance


3306 meno (men'-o); a primary verb; to stay (in a given place, state, relation or expectancy):  KJV-- abide, continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, tarry (for), X thine own.


The main ways that we remain with Jesus are communication with Him through bible study and prayer. Attitude is important in this. It is a devotional life, not just mechanics. It is sharing your deepest feelings with Him. Other than bible study and prayer, how else can we be with Jesus?


1 Cor 12:12-27


12 For even as the body is one and {yet} has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not {a part} of the body," it is not for this reason any the less {a part} of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not {a part} of the body," it is not for this reason any the less {a part} of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those {members} of the body, which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our unseemly {members come to} have more abundant seemliness, 24 whereas our seemly {members} have no need {of it.} But God has {so} composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that {member} which lacked, 25 that there should be no division in the body, but {that} the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if {one} member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.


Spending time with your church family is spending time with Jesus; particularly when the various members of the body are using their diverse spiritual gifts in unity in internal and external ministry. One member cannot exist apart from the rest of the body. The body as a whole is crippled if it lacks even one member. Christ is the head of the body. If the body is separated from the Head, it will perish.


What is your role in the church? What spiritual gifts has God given you? How can you use them to work in unity with your brothers and sisters in Christ to fulfil the church’s commission to ministry?


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.net/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1co+4:12&version=csb&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1" ��











A MOMENT TO CONSIDER


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider, 


Servant Soldier Ministries





The Most Important Body Part�Author Unknown


My mother used to ask me what is the most important part of the body. Through the years I would take a guess at what I thought was the correct answer. When I was younger, I thought sound was very important to us as humans, so I said, "My ears, Mommy."


She said, "No. Many people are deaf, but you keep thinking about it and I will ask you again soon."


Several years passed before she asked me again. Since making my first attempt, I had contemplated the correct answer. So this time I told her, "Mommy, sight is very important to everybody, so it must be our eyes."


She looked at me and told me, "You are learning fast, but the answer is not correct because there are many people who are blind."


Stumped again, I continued my quest for knowledge and over the years, Mother asked me a couple more times and always her answer was, "No. But you are getting smarter every year, my child."


Then last year, my grandpa died. Everybody was hurt. Everybody was crying. Even my father cried. I remember that especially because it was only the second time I saw him cry. My Mom looked at me when it was our turn to say our final good-bye to Grandpa. She asked me, "Do you know the most important body part yet, my dear?"


I was shocked when she asked me this now. I always thought this was a game between her and me. She saw the confusion on my face and told me, "This question is very important. It shows that you have really lived in your life. For every body part you gave me in the past, I have told you were wrong and I have given you an example why. But today is the day you need to learn this important lesson."


She looked down at me as only a mother can. I saw her eyes well up with tears. She said, "My dear, the most important body part is your shoulder."


I asked, "Is it because it holds up my head?" She replied, "No, it is because it can hold the head of a friend or a loved one when they cry. Everybody needs a shoulder to cry on sometime in life, my dear. I only hope that you have enough love and friends that you will always have a shoulder to cry on when you need it."


Then and there I knew the most important body part is not a selfish one.  It is sympathetic to the pain of others.


People will forget what you said ... People will forget what you did ... But people will never forget how you made them feel.


Jesus was and is the greatest of all teachers.  Mothers are also high on the list of teachers that help us grow in love and our social skills.





THE BKM PLEDGE


As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."


Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.


It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.


"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.


I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY DAY


I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.


  THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED


 WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS


If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium


PLEASE �HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org?subject=PRAYER PARTNER NEEDED"��WRITE� TO US


Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.


 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES


FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR


(That's less than forty cents a week!)


YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY


AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE


 


TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES


 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �Email� your pledge NOW and send all donations to:


Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.


(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the Australian banks won't accept anything else!)


 Jesus said,


"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)


 AND


WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS


SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING!  WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!


SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.


 God bless you all.


David R Holt

















A Letter from Your Father


Shared by Ed Damas





Dear Child,


I just wanted to remind you today of how beautiful you are because there is a father of lies who will try to deceive you. He will try to tell you that you are not good enough, not attractive enough, not thin enough, not strong enough, not smart enough, not righteous enough, and that you are simply unimportant to me.  He will try to tell you that you have broken one too many  promises, that you have fallen one too many times, that you have lived one too many lies, and that you've been going in the wrong direction so long that it is pointless to turn back now.  But guess what?


YOU DO NOT BELONG TO HIM. HE IS NOT YOUR FATHER.  


I AM!


You see, you are MY creation; MY workmanship. You have been borne of MY thought; every part of you placed together by MY hands. You have MY thumbprint upon you. You are a prince/princess, did you know that? You are MY child - the child of THE King!


I look at you and see a precious, priceless pearl. There is no ocean I would not swim, no mountain I would not climb, no price I would not pay to have you and to be with you and call you my own.


I already have.


I have done all that I could, given all that there is. I desire to be with you every moment of every day. How I long for you to talk to me every day. My love for you never grows cold. My promises are never broken (contrary to what he might lead you to believe). My character never changes. And you, my child have been made in my image.


I love you dearly, unconditionally and completely. I understand every emotion that you have. I've been there. I count every tear that you cry. I know every hair on your head.


And do you know what?


I even know your weaknesses and your failures and your fears. I know those hidden parts of you that you wish would go away. Those dark corners of your world that you stuff deep down, praying that no one will ever see. I have already seen them and they will not change my love for you. Nothing will.


I love your heart and I desire all of it.


I just wanted to remind you today of how beautiful you are and how precious you are to me.


With unmeasurable love, 


Your Heavenly Father.








There are three kinds of people in this world.


Those who make things happen.


Those who watch things happen.


And those who say, “What happened?”








� HYPERLINK "http://www.valentynelang.com/MyFriendAndIPrayed.htm" ��There’s Always Hope�


Click the link


I suggest that you listen to the song right through before reading the poem.  The words are different and it is very difficult (if not impossible!) to concentrate on both at the same time and both are well worth your full concentration.





Think About It!


A Steven Wright Gem shared by Nancy Wall


When everything is coming your way, you're in the wrong lane.
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