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Greetings and God's blessings to you all

If you are reading your very first "Making a Difference" I extend a special welcome to you and hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share.  And if you have been a member of the Beloved King Ministries’ flock for some time, whether you are a regular correspondent or a passive reader who has enjoyed receiving our magazine each month I want you to know that you are prayed for every single day.  I love every single one of you and praise God for you.  
I want to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share items with us and especially to those dear people who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially.  If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
I pray that God will abundantly bless you, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and those most dear to you will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail in wonderful new ways.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm or distressed.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.
David R Holt
IMPORTANT REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change Internet servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  If possible please send the change of address from your OLD address because, if I happen to miss it, Mailbox Filter will reject it if you send it from your new one.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  There are two options available to you.  One is in MS Office Word and all you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel and the magazine will open).  The other is as a PDF file which requires Adobe Reader.  If you don’t have Adobe Reader, a link to download it FREE is provided in the notice.  Once installed on your computer, it will allow trouble-free access to not only ‘Making a Difference’ but also to many other web sites so I strongly recommend installing it on your computer.  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

Of course, all past editions of Making A Difference are on the Beloved King Ministries’ web site too. Just click HERE and then, when the home page opens, click the “Making A Difference” button fifth from the top on the left of your screen. Then click the editions you want to see.
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DISCLAIMER 
Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
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Become a Child
Doug Batchelor’s Prophecy Code seminars have now finished.  If you haven’t watched them with eagerness to get to the next one, you have certainly missed out on a hugely uplifting and edifying time of biblical study and revelation.  All is not lost though!  Fortunately, as the advertisement above tells you, it still isn’t too late.  The seminar videos are still available at the Amazing Facts web site and all you need is Windows Media Player and some time that you want to dedicate to getting right with God.  Unfortunately, it seems that the first is a lot easier to obtain than the second!  Downloading WMP is a very quick and simple exercise but actually setting aside time that could indirectly make the difference between salvation and destruction would appear to be more than most people are prepared to sacrifice.
That is sad because there are literally millions of dear people who say that they love God and Jesus and eagerly hope they will meet them one day.  Yet, when their beliefs are closely examined by anyone who has actually studied the Scriptures, it can be seen that, unless some often dramatic changes are made, they will be bitterly disappointed.  If that sounds judgemental please understand that it is not me who first said it.
In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus spoke about the very people I refer to here.  No one questions their sincerity and neither should they.  It isn’t a matter of sincerity.  Sincerity has NOTHING to do with it.  Over the years I have met with everything from dismissal to vehement anger for warning people of the danger they are in.  In very simple terms, they just don’t want to know!  If that is the case, surely their sincerity must come into question.  When someone expresses deep sincerity in something, wouldn’t it be natural for that person to eagerly want to know everything possible concerning that which they are sincere about?  Sadly, it would seem not!
Why did God inspire the Scriptures?  Why didn’t He simply leave the passing on of His message of salvation to the word-of-mouth system?  Well, I’m sure most of my readers are familiar with the game of “Trench Whispers” where a message is passed along a line of players. A written message is whispered once by the first person in the line to the next person and so on until the end of the line.  If a player doesn’t hear the exact wording he (or she) is not allowed to request that it be repeated but has to pass on what he thought he heard.  Sometimes the outcome can be extremely funny.  The name of the game comes from trench warfare in the days before radio where orders were passed along in whispers. In the noise of battle, sometimes the message became very distorted in the process to the point where soldiers died as a result of the wrong instructions being received.
Preaching the Gospel however, is not a party game.  The messages in the Bible are precise and, just like those in the trenches, often essential for the preservation of life.  The big difference is that, in Scripture, whilst it’s this life that the instructions are about, they pertain to eternal life.  That’s what the Gospel is all about!  The Good News about salvation.
So why do so many Christians put all their trust in their religious leaders?  In Jesus’ time, the Jews put so much trust in their religious leaders–the Pharisees–that, when those leaders denounced the promised Messiah as an impostor, they believed them.  Yet they had numerous Old Testament Scriptures that, if studied, would have left them in no doubt whatsoever that Jesus WAS that Messiah.

This month we begin a story entitled “Deathwatch in Siberia” that illustrates what I’m talking about here very clearly.  It is included in the children’s section because I suspect that children will accept the story a lot more readily than many adult readers!  No wonder Jesus said, referring to children, “of such is the kingdom of heaven.”  Beloved, please prove me wrong. Step into the children’s space and read that story.  In fact, go even further and become a child again.  Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  Read that again!  Then go and read what God’s word actually says about things like trust and obedience and compare it with what your religious leaders are preaching and teaching.  Are YOU playing Trench Whispers with the Word of God?
It would be very easy to interpret Jesus’ words to say something like, “do as your religious leaders say without question or you won’t make it into the kingdom of God” because obeying elders and superiors is what we expect of children. (Sure, in these days, it seems to be happening less and less – but that’s another topic!).  James wrote, “Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more harshly.”  And so we SHOULD be!  It would seem that, until the day that Jesus comes on the clouds to redeem the faithful, Christians throughout the world will continue to put all their trust in their religious leaders without ever checking out in the Scriptures what they teach.  But YOU don’t have to be one of them!

Over one billion dear, sincere people who love God and Jesus follow the one described in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 as “the man of lawlessness.”  Question the teachings of their corrupt religious system and you will be vilified without mercy.  The Christian principle of loving our neighbours won’t be anywhere to be seen in the reactions you will get.  Yet Scripture tells us that there will be more joy in heaven over one soul saved than 99 that don’t need saving (because they already are).
Beloved King Ministries’ mission is to bring as many of God’s people out of “Babylon” as is humanly possible.  Jesus has already told me in Matthew 7:14 that won’t be very many and so I am prepared for the rejection and hatred some so-called Christians respond with.  But I won’t give up.  This is a ministry that preaches to the “lost” not to the “saved.”  The truly saved already know the truth and I thank God for them.

DRH 
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God's Gift

By “Malta”
 

God's gift not of human desires
Not that of boxed chocolates
Ornate in a beautiful satin heart
Not earthly flowers soon to fade.
God's gift of magnificence grand
Humans cannot truly comprehend
The heart of such genuine love
The most beautiful Rose of Sharon.
God's most precious gift for all
Was sent down from up above
Gave up His glory to become man
To live on earth that was the plan.
Precious blood stained the rugged cross
Still flows freely through end of time
To wash and cleanse us from the fall
To lift us up out of the pits of hell.
God gave His all on Calvary's Hill
As His Son was hung on that tree.
There Jesus said forgive them all
Just put their sins and shame on me.
Now I can be free from sin
Not because of any of my perfection
But because of my flawless Lord
And His precious blood of redemption.

To be added to Malta’s mailing list write to optional4@cox.net


The Ocean of God's Love
Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht
As we look out over the ocean we can only see a small part of what is actually there, but we know that there is so much more than our eyes can see. We can only envision a little glimpse of God's love, but we know that there is so much more, more than we will ever be able to see.

Our words just pale, because we cannot explain God, and the vastness of His love is beyond all human comprehension or any understanding. God sees everything that is happening, and He is everywhere, He is present in every moment, and He sees each one of us. He intimately knows us, and all of our circumstances. He sees the whole world, and holds the universe in the palm of His hand, and has full understanding in all that is. He knows what we cannot know, as we have only limited vision and knowledge. For only God has all understanding of what is, and He even knows what the outcome in every situation will be, even before it even takes place. How comforting it is to know that God hears and answers our prayers, and that He is the One in control.

One of the greatest blessings that I have come to know, and to be able to count on in my life is in my daily walk with God. Everyday, I just take hold of the Lord's hand, even though I can't see Him, I know that He is there, and I know that His love is real, because I feel His love in my heart. As I am now awakened, and feel the presence of His love in my heart, it almost takes my breath away, and I am now beginning to experience a peace in my life that I have never known before. I talk with God everyday, and I tell Him everything, and He never tires of hearing about my cares and concerns. All day long the process continues, like a tired runner at the end of a race, He quenches my thirst and refreshes my soul at the end of each day with strength and renews my spirit.

We can never speak too much about God's love, and I would like to share these beautiful words from Ephesians 3:14-21:

"When I think of the greatness of this great plan, I fall on my knees before the Father from whom all Fatherhood, earthly or heavenly, derives its name, and I pray that out of the glorious richness of His resources He will enable you to know the strength of the Spirit's inner reinforcement-that Christ may actually live in your hearts by your faith. And I pray that you, firmly fixed in love yourselves, my be able to grasp with all Christians how deep and long and high is the love of Christ-and know for yourselves that love is so far beyond our comprehension. May you be filled through all your being with God himself! Now to him who by his power within us is able to do infinitely more than we ever dare to ask or imagine-to Him be glory in the Church and Christ Jesus forever and ever. Amen."


.
Youth would be an ideal state if it came a little later in life.
Herbert Henry Asquith


Some Modern Religious Myths. (Letter edited)
Dear Brother David,

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the work you are doing for God.  
Your article, Some Modern Religious Myths, has proved a wonderful enlightenment to me because, just like the people you describe, I have always trusted my church’s ministers to teach me biblical truth.  After studying the references you give in your article (along with several others – thank you for advising me to use of a Bible with marginal cross-references – it really helps), I now realize that my eternal life has been in grave danger because of those church teachings.  For revealing this to me I ask God to bless you.
Whilst I am writing, there is something that you don’t mention that I have a question about.  The Bible doesn’t give any idea about the actual date of Jesus’ birthday and yet almost every Christian church celebrates that event on December 25th.  Isn’t that a myth too?  You mention the myth of the Friday crucifixion but not this.  Why is that? 
Blessings,

Jason P.

Thank you for your encouraging support Jason.  Your question is a very valid one.  My answer is, quite simply, I overlooked one of the most basic myths of all when I wrote the article.  
After reading your letter my immediate thought was to update the article to include the “December Christmas myth” but then I thought about it some more.  You have, indeed, posed a problem!  The myth that IS included in the article that has produced the most reaction is #8, which deals with the Friday crucifixion.  As many other writers have said, is the actual day that Jesus was crucified a salvation issue?  The answer is, of course, No it isn’t.  Not all errors are salvation issues directly.  But does that mean they don’t matter?  As I wrote in “God’s Deal With YOU,” one of Satan’s favourite “tools” is his ‘wedge of deceipt’ whereby he introduces small diversions from scriptural truth – things that aren’t, in themselves, salvation issues – and then slowly drives that wedge into ALL Christian truth.  
So, whilst issues like the actual date of Jesus’ birth or the day of the week on which He was crucified may not directly affect the salvation of obedient believers, if accepted without question, they COULD be the thin end of that wedge of deceipt where it is driven in just one tiny bit more and the next myth accepted as truth DOES jeopardise salvation.  It is this that Beloved King Ministries works to combat.
The commercialism of Christmas and Easter becomes, to many Christians, increasingly offensive and the symbolism of many of the trappings associated with both festival clearly illustrates their pagan origins.  This is more fully explained in chapter 24 of God’s Deal With YOU.  Thank you again Jason for pointing out the oversight.  It will be addressed.  Below are some web sites that examine the origins of Christmas.
http://www.thenazareneway.com/date_of_birth_and_death_of_jesus.htm
http://www.frontline-apologetics.com/QA11_jesus_birth_date.htm
There are numerous other sites that offer noticeably differing and, in most cases, somewhat spurious “explanations” concerning the actual date of Jesus’ birth but, ultimately, I believe we should refer to the Bible and accept that, if God wanted the actual day of His Son’s birth known, He would have left no doubt about it.

It's Up To You

Shared by Ronnie Leviner
One song can spark a moment; 
One flower can wake the dream.
One tree can start a forest,
One bird can herald spring.

One smile begins a friendship, 
One handclasp lifts a soul.
One star can guide a ship at sea,
One word can frame the goal.

One vote can change a nation, 
One sunbeam lights a room.
One candle wipes out darkness, 
One laugh will conquer gloom.

One step must start each journey, 
One word must start each prayer.
One hope will raise our spirits, 
One touch can show you care.

One voice can speak with wisdom, 
One heart can know what's true.
One life can make the difference, 
You see, it's up to you!
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My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, "Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?"! 

I mentally polished my halo while I asked, "No, how are we alike?" 

"You're both old," he replied.


The Parish Priest

A priest was being honoured at his retirement dinner after 25 years in the parish.  A leading local politician and member of the congregation was chosen to make the presentation and give a little speech at the dinner.   He was delayed so the priest decided to say his own few words while they waited.

"I got my first impression of the parish from the first confession I heard here.  I thought I had been assigned to a terrible place. The very first person who entered my confessional told me he had stolen a television set and, when stopped by the police, had almost murdered the officer.  He had stolen money from his parents, embezzled from his place of business, had an affair with his boss's wife, taken illegal drugs, and gave VD to his sister.   I was appalled.  But as the days went on I knew that my people were not all like that and I had, indeed, come to a fine parish full good and loving people."

Just as the priest finished his talk, the politician arrived full of apologies at being late.   He immediately began to make the presentation and give his talk.  "I'll never forget the first day our parish priest arrived," said the politician.  "In fact, I had the honour of being the first one to go to him in confession."

Moral: DON'T EVER BE LATE!

Malachi 3:3 says: "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver."

This verse puzzled some women in a Bible study and they wondered what this statement meant about the character and nature of God. One of the women offered to find out the process of refining silver and get back to the group at their next Bible Study.

That week, the woman called a silversmith and made an appointment to watch him at work. She didn't mention anything about the reason for her interest beyond her curiosity about the process of refining silver.  As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it heat up. He explained that in refining silver, one needed to hold the silver in the middle of the fire where the flames were hottest as to burn away all the impurities.  The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot> then she thought again about the verse that says:  "He sits as a refiner and purifier of silver."   She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in front of the fire the whole time the silver was being refined. The man answered that yes, he not only had to sit there holding the silver, but he had to keep his eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire. If the silver was left a moment too long in the flames, it would be destroyed.

The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked the silversmith, "How do you know when the silver is fully refined?" He smiled at her and answered, "Oh, that's easy - when I see my image in it."

If today you are feeling the heat of the fire, remember that God has His eye on you and will keep watching you until He sees His image in you.

The Best Headlines of the year 2003
Iraqi Head seeks Arms

AND,


A Change of Heart
by Bob Perks © 2001

Shared by Ronnie Leviner
It's the world we live in that made me feel that way. Otherwise I wouldn't have thought for a moment about sitting next to that beautiful young girl.

My recent trip to Kentucky ran smoothly except for a near two hour delay in Pittsburgh. I must admit I have never had a major problem while flying across this great country. In fact, I believe this was the first time I have ever experienced a delay that long.

But I always tell my travel agent that if ever I need to be delayed let it be in Pittsburgh. They have the greatest shops and restaurants to keep me busy for hours.

They finally announced boarding. Now I don't believe for a moment that I’m the only person who goes through this. From the moment I enter the plane I start scanning ahead to see my seat. "Who’s sitting next to me on this flight?" I wonder. "Is there anyone in my seat already?" that's happened a few times. "Are there any screaming babies nearby?"

Flight time is precious time for me. I sleep, write or read so screaming babies and frequent bathroom people become a problem.

Today I get to sit next to a beautiful young girl who appears to be about 12 years old. As I approach my seat she seems nervous, perhaps a little apprehensive and I must say very disappointed. You see walking in front of me was this handsome young male teenager. I could see that sparkle in her eye dim as he walked by and I sat down. I'll admit I was nervous and concerned. She was traveling alone and I was one of those strangers her parents told her not to talk to.

"Hi! My name is Bob," I said.

"Hello!" she replied without giving her name.  Then we spent the next one hour and fifteen minutes not saying a word.

She was a typical kid. She never sat still for longer than five minutes. Often times she reached into her carry on and pulled out what appeared to be six brushes, four packs of gum and all the empty wrappers, a bag filled with jaw breakers, a tube of rainbow colored sugar crystals and three foot long liquorice. Oh, yes she also ate two bags of airplane peanuts. I gave her mine.

It wasn't until the last 15 minutes of the flight that I heard it. That sweet sounding voice that said "Give her one of your books!"

"She’s only 12," I argued. "She won't find my book interesting. Do they even know how to read at 12?" I thought sarcastically.

But again and again I heard it repeat, "Give her one of your books!" and so I opened one up, signed it and said, "I am a professional speaker and author. I'd like to give you one of my books if you would permit me."

She giggled a bit and said yes followed by "oh, thanks!"

I then began to explain the story. "It’s a fictional story based on actual events. I changed the names but basically much of this is true. My oldest son, Keith had cancer and that's part of this book."

"Oh, I’m sorry", she said. 

"No need to be. He's doing just fine, thank you. Where are you from?" I asked.

Then for the next ten minutes this young lady never stopped talking. In fact, as we were leaving the plane she talked and walked backwards down the aisle.

Much of what she said was all a blur for me after she said these words: "wow, I just saw the Hershey medical centre mentioned in there. Is that where your son went for his cancer treatments?" she asked.

I nodded "yes."

"That’s where I had my heart transplant," she said with a big smile.

Heart transplant. This child had a heart transplant. Then I took notice. Right at the top of her pink t-shirt, just below her collar bone, the beginnings of a scar peeked over her collar. This vibrant young, beautiful girl had the heart of a donor. Obviously a young donor who lived in a family who cared enough to save another child's life.

She continued to share the details of her stay at Hershey. I continued to listen in amazement. For the story she told was a familiar one. She was the girl down the hall we all prayed for. I never knew how things turned out for her until today.

They say some lives cross because they were meant to. This was more than a chance meeting. I discovered that this child leaving Pittsburgh to go home to Kentucky was a patient in the same hospital, on the same miraculous floor, at the same time my son was there. That little voice inside of me kept telling me to give her a copy of my book. I argued. The voice won...as always.

The last words she said to me was..."my mom always told me that god was going to call me home but then he had a "change of heart!" do you get it?" then she giggled and laughed as she walked through the last door into the arms of her loving family.

I got it. I heard the voice say, "Now you know why!"

Sharing from a 7yr old deaf child!!!

By Sheila Vollmer
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"No-not really". "Too shy".  "Not my thing".  "Others are so much better". "I wouldn't know what to say"  "God doesn't use me “that” way"  "I don't know enough yet"  "I'm too new"  "I'm too old"  "I'm too young"  "I'm a woman"  "I am poor in speech" "I'm such a failure, how can God use me that way?"  "I'm afraid I'll mess up and make things worse!"

God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  2 Timothy 1:7 
"But… I'm only 7 years old and I was born deaf, so I am not able to hear or speak." Ok, you’re off the hook. -  or are you???
It was early October, leaves had been changing and falling, days were shorter and the approaching Holidays adding to our joy.  But the best news for that evening was; Grandpa was taking us out to Dinner, and we had chosen our favourite little Mexican Restaurant.  Shannon and I loved to go out to dinner with Grandpa; he was always so fun and would drive us the long way around just to take us over that really big hill.  Grandpas are so good at that stuff!
The restraint was quite crowded and we had to wait a little while, but that was OK,  We knew the food would be worth it.  Soon we were walking into the dining room to be seated and as always, heads turned as Shannon walked past; her long blond hair, sparkling blue eyes and that beautiful smile, always quick to respond to the smiles that came her way.  She is only 7, she loves Jesus and it shows.
Seated at a nice table we are settling in when the waitress brought our water and a special gift for Shannon.  It was a paper place mat with pictures to colour and some crayons, she is delighted.  Things are perfect!
Suddenly, Shannon pushes the place mat across the table, far away from her, using the very tips of her fingers as though she could barely stand to touch the thing.  Puzzled, I looked at her, my expression questioning why?  She pulled it back and showed me - among the many pictures were pictures relating to Halloween, including a witch stirring a caldron.  Oh dear, it is October.  She signed “bad” and I agreed with her, thinking that was the end of it, so I thought. When quickly she pulled the paper back squarely in front of her, turned it over, grabbed her crayons and went to work! 
On the back she wrote these words, “this is very bad to give to little children   JESUS SAYS NO! 
I was amazed, but quickly realized this large note was not for my benefit at all, as she raised it into the air and used it to flag down our waitress; it was for the giver of this foolish gift.  Needless to say this did not go “unnoticed” throughout the dining room. 
Upon being presented with, and reading the note, our waitress said, with little concern, “Well, this is really just a grey area!”  Little fingers and arms began flying as Shannon wants to know what is being said, so I tell her (signing), “She says this is a grey area”.
Shannon’s response; “NO, NO, NO, JESUS SAYS NO!”  Her signing very explicit and bold and believe me she was signing in ALL CAPS!  Again, the lady repeats her assertion that this is not bad, but only a “grey” area, to which Shannon, now really disturbed with her attitude,  signs “NOT GRAY . . . BAD for Little Children, JESUS SAYS NO”,  she pauses and repeats again with even greater emphasis. . . JESUS SAYS NO!”
By now lots of eyes can be felt and it’s become quite obvious to everyone that Shannon is deaf, but it’s also quite apparent she has a bone to pick with this lady who has brought her a nasty witch to colour and does not care that she is being told the truth: JESUS SAYS THIS IS BAD!”
Both had their heels dug in pretty deep, so they may have gone another round, I don't remember for sure.  But it was exciting!  As our waitress finally walked away she tried to set the place mat back down on our table, but Shannon would have NO part of it, making obvious indications that it was bad and she did not want it near her.  So our reluctant waitress took it with her and disappeared into the kitchen.  Looking at John and me, Shannon then smiled as though telling us it was ok now, she had handled it and went back to drinking her water.   Amazingly, she HAD handled it!
Sitting back and casually glancing around, I realized that very few, if any, in this brightly lit room had missed this one!  I wondered what God was doing and why the woman was so stubborn that she would attempt an argument with a deaf child.  Satan must have thought it would be a "sure" win.  I marvelled at the boldness of this young child to make such a STRONG stand for Jesus!!  Maybe when God’s voice is the only voice you hear, you become much wiser!  I silently prayed for the waitress, that God would use this to touch her heart and bring her to His saving grace and importantly, the TRUTH of our Jesus and those things He finds abominable!!
Five minutes, tops!  Here's our waitress back at our table, just standing.  She seemed a little confused but finally asked me if I would interpret for her.  Of course I said, “I would be happy to”.  Shannon was looking at her with that big loving smile.  Our waitress then asked me to tell her that she was very sorry.  Which I did.  Then she added, “Please tell her she is right, there is NO grey area and it is bad for little children!  (Now I'm signing to Shannon as she spoke) Continuing she adds that she has hung the note (More like a Proclamation!) in the kitchen, ON THE WALL, so everyone who works there will see it and read it.  Shannon really grinning now, signs a very grateful “THANK YOU!!!”  Again she smiles at John and me.  Now that little face I love so much, is absolutely radiant.  She is filled with the Holy Spirit and being totally obedient.
Next time you feel like you can't do it, remember that it is not you, it is God, who will do it and He is ever faithful.  So put down your pride, remember “with God” you don't even need hearing or speech, maybe all you need is a bright blue crayon and the heart of a little child.
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JESUS SAYS NO
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This is a True Story in every detail; please feel free to share it with all who will be blessed by it.  All I ask is that you keep it intact, making no changes or removing anything.  I only ask this because this one is very personal, it’s my family. 

I wish you enough sun to keep your attitude bright.
I wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun more.
I wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive.
I wish you enough pain so that the smallest joys in life appear much bigger.
I wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting.
I wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess.

I wish you enough "Hello's" to get you through the final "Goodbye."


How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For Some NEW Bible Quizzes

This is a different link to the one we have run for the last few months so, if you enjoyed the other one, have a go with these.


Deathwatch in Siberia 
A story in six parts by W.S. Jesske
From the files of Amazing Facts Ministry
You must prove what you say!"  The fierce Kirghiz tribal leader glared around the room at each of us.  "One of our priests of the skin offerings tells us that you are liars and deceivers, and that you cannot prove that the day to worship your God is Sunday.  If you cannot prove this, then we will certainly kill you, for we want no white man's deception in this place!"   With that, he whirled and left our little church.
A chill of terror swept through the little room.  These Siberian tribesmen were indeed much to be feared.  The Kirghiz had the grizzly habit of tanning the flesh of human beings.  Whenever they were angered or did not receive justice, they would skin their victims, tan the skins, and make what they called "worthwhile items" out of them.  The minister ran out of the church after the chief.  "It will take a few days, but we will find you the text," he shouted.  We would be given three days.
Exiles, we had no way of escape in the frozen wastes of Siberia.  The only method of transportation that we had was a few ponies that were still in a semi-wild state, having just recently been captured.  However, we were not yet totally discouraged, for we thought that we knew what we believed.  The minister summoned us all to our little adobe church.  The Bibles that we had were given to each person who could read and understand what we were looking for - a scripture that said to keep Sunday, the first day of the week, holy.  It must be there.  We believed it as Christians, and we knew that there must be a text to prove our belief.  It was now up to us to find it.
Those who could began searching the Scriptures; those who could not knelt in prayer that we would be successful.  Sections of the Bible were assigned to each one of us.  If we were to finish before we found the passage that we needed to find, we were to exchange sections and check and double check our work.
Long hours of scripture study and prayer failed to give us the text we so desperately needed.  Much to our amazement, however, we did find many scriptures that pointed to the seventh day as God's holy Sabbath. Nowhere in Scripture could we find that the Sabbath had been changed to another day!
There were 21 families in our exile colony - more than l00 people.  The first two years of our exile were extremely difficult and many times existence was a real fight.  Many people starved to death, and the horribly cold winters took their toll of life, with no respect for age or sex.  Only the strongest were able to survive.  But our living God heard the cries of His exiles, just as He had in ages past.  He was a comforting Presence in the vast wastes of Siberia, and we never felt abandoned or without hope.
During the l9th century, more than one million of Russia's intelligentsia were exiled to Siberia to die.  They were not criminals.  All that they wanted was the freedom to live a free life according to the dictates of their own consciences, but they were not allowed to do so.  This longing for freedom had cost untold thousands their lives, and many more would never see civilization again.
Now this same fate had come to us, a group of Christians with the simple desire to worship the God of our choice in the manner that we felt was correct.  For this we found ourselves deep in the heart of Siberia, with only the wild animals and a few Kirghiz tribesmen surrounding us.  The natives with whom we had become acquainted were kind to us, but for a long time, the language barrier between us was almost insurmountable. They could not speak a European language, and we could make absolutely no sense from their Kirghiz tongue. Time and practice were all that we needed, however, and one day, we began to be able to communicate readily.
It was about two years before we really became proficient with their language, and it was then that our pastor called the elders of our church together, and proposed a plan for a missionary endeavour among these people. The pastor felt sure that God must have had a reason for allowing us to be banished to this barren wasteland, and we were reminded that God's Word never returned to Him void.  We were urged to exercise our Christian concern among these Siberian natives and teach them of the living God, and His dear Son who had given His life a ransom for all men.  We were encouraged by their interest in our way of life, as many times the Kirghiz had expressed their dissatisfaction with their terrible pattern of existence.
They could not read or write, but the Spirit of God works on all hearts.  For weeks the elders, sometimes accompanied by their wives, went to the Kirghiz Arkulic (village) to teach them of God and the Christian way of life.  After several months, the Kirghiz people began to come to the little adobe church which we had erected for our worship services.  It was at this point that we really began to introduce them to the three main points of doctrine that we, as a mixed group of different denominations, held in common.
Of course, the first point was that there was indeed a living God who cared personally for each one of the Kirghiz.  This was not too hard to make clear to them, as all around us we had unspoiled natural wonders to convince them of God's existence.  The second point was that there was a Word of God, rather like a group of love letters left for all men, to assure them of God's care for them and to remind them of their duties and responsibilities to Him as His subjects. We told them that although this book had been written by men, it was God's Spirit that had moved upon the authors to write the messages.  The Bible was our guide to the heavenly land for which we are all looking, where there would be no more cold winters, no more freezing to death, no more starvation or exile.  The third point we showed them was that they should not keep Friday as the day of rest as was their custom from their Muslim background.  We instructed them that they should henceforth keep the Lord's Day holy, which was called Sunday.  This was not an easy subject for them to grasp, and we sensed their uneasiness with this doctrine from the very first.  We also presented many other subjects surrounding these three major doctrines, such as baptism and the second coming of Christ.
It was then, after these natives had worshiped with us for several weeks, that we were visited on that fateful day by three of the Kirghiz tribal leaders, and their spokesman had made the demand that we prove from God's holy Word that a man must worship Him on Sunday. If we couldn't prove our doctrine, we would certainly be put to death!

Now here we were, huddled together in our little church, unable to justify our beliefs according to the Bible, and with all the evidence pointing to the fact that we were indeed wrong and had been following the dictates of men and not of God. We had no place to escape, and nothing to escape with. Many wept and prayed, for we were certain that the morning dawn would bring our doom. How we longed for the wings of a bird, to be able to flee from our persecutors!
Solemnly our pastor stood and motioned for silence.  "My dear Christian brethren, take courage!  God will not fail us in this time of trouble! In honesty we have prayed and searched the Scriptures, and He has rewarded us with a gem of new truth, hidden for centuries! Do not you think that if we are honest with our brothers, the Kirghiz, that our God will not soften their hearts to believe?  This is what He has sent us here for, and live or die we must accomplish His will! Let His truth be known! And trust yourselves to Him! Tomorrow we admit the truth and God will indeed be with us, I am sure!"
We spent the remaining time of our probation in prayer, promising God that if He would hear our cries and let us live, we would do His will as revealed in His Word.
Thursday arrived, perhaps our last day of life. Clouds appropriately veiled the sun as the members of our settlement gathered in the church for a final session of prayer.  At noon the cloud of dust grew thicker as across the steppes came a herd of galloping horses, more than a hundred in all!  Brandishing their sharp knives, our native neighbours headed for the church.  They knew exactly how many people were in our little colony, and there was one Kirghiz rider for each of us.  It was indeed a terrible reminder of what they had in mind!  They surrounded the church, jumped off their horses and stood beside them while the three leaders came inside for our answer to their question.
TO BE CONTINUED
What will happen to the Christian exiles?  

Don’t miss next month’s Making A Difference for the next episode of Deathwatch in Siberia.

.

Seek The Son

By “Malta”
When your day is gray and gloomy
Just look up and seek the Son.
Smile to yourself and say thank you Lord.
I know you have made the world a brighter place.

When faced with choosing easy or best
Just look up and seek the Son.
Focus in on Him; opt to choose the best,
Know the Lord has made the world a better place.
When you try so hard and are disappointed
Just look up and seek the Son.
Even in what seems a failure is growth,
The Lord has made you stronger in this place.
When others criticize and oppose your efforts
Just look up and seek the Son.
Say a gently thank you, I value your feedback
I know You have humbled me in this place.
When nothing seems to be going your way
Just look up and seek the Son.
Catch a glimpse of the rainbow promise,
Recognize Who is really in control of the place.
What life sends you is not the true objective,
Just look up and seek the Son.
Recommit yourself to Him with absolution
What matters is allowing Him to rule in your life.

PRAYER
By Donna Mae Ashburn

Dear Lord, I thank You for this day. I thank You for my being able to see and to hear this morning. I'm blessed because You are a forgiving God and an understanding God. You have done so much for me and You keep on blessing me. 
Forgive me this day for everything I have done, said or thought that was not pleasing to you. I ask now for Your forgiveness. 
Please keep me safe from all danger and harm. Help me to start this day with a new attitude and plenty of gratitude. Let me make the best of each and every day to clear my mind so that I can hear from You.  Please broaden my mind that I can accept all things. Let me not whine and whimper over things I have no control over. 
Let me continue to see sin through Your eyes and acknowledge it as evil. And when I sin, let me repent, and confess with my mouth my wrongdoing, and receive Your forgiveness. And when this world closes in on me, let me remember Jesus' example - to slip away and find a quiet place to pray. It's the best response when I'm pushed beyond my limits. I know that when I can't pray, You listen to my heart. 
Continue to use me to do Your will. Continue to bless me that I may be a blessing to others. Keep me strong that I may help the weak. Keep me uplifted that I may have words of encouragement for others. I pray for those who are lost and can't find their way. I pray for those who are misjudged and misunderstood. I pray for those who don't know You intimately. I pray for those who don't believe. But I thank you that I believe. 
I believe that God changes people and God changes things. I pray for all my sisters and brothers; for each and every family member in their households. I pray for peace, love and joy in their homes that they are out of debt and all their needs are met. 
I pray that every eye that reads this knows there is no problem, circumstance, or situation greater than God. Every battle is in Your hands for You to fight. I pray that these words be received into the hearts of every eye that sees them and every mouth that confesses them willingly. This is my prayer in Jesus' Name, Amen.


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.
I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem! 


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother


By Yvette Burleigh


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philosopherspearl.com/" ��The Philosopher’s Pearl�


Some thought provoking ideas for sceptics





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created, their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


POEMS


� HYPERLINK "http://www.judysrealm.com/poets/m_f/breathaway/index.html" ��Just A Breath Away� *


MULTIMEDIA


  � HYPERLINK "http://www.passionup.com/fun/fun4528.htm?e=louiseungro@hotmail.com&f=froggiemad1@cox.net&h=bb08c6204ace9eec&mp=1&confirm=1" ��I Was There� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wisehearts.com/yaam.html" ��You Are A Miracle� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.interviewwithgod.com/specialmovie.htm" ��Interview With Jesus� *


(This is a different one to the one previously published)


 SONGS


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ishaah.com/Mamashand.cfm" ��Mama, Hold MY Hand� *








   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 











Does evil exist?


Author unknown


Shared by André Van Rensberg


 


The university professor challenged his students with this question:  "Did God create everything that exists?" 


A student bravely replied, "Yes, he did!" 


"God created everything?" the professor asked. 


"Yes sir," the student replied. 


The professor answered, "If God created everything, then God created evil, since evil exists, and according to the principal that our works define who we are, then God is evil." 


The student became quiet before such an answer.  The professor was quite pleased with himself and boasted to the students that he had proven once more that the Christian faith was a myth. 


Another student raised his hand and said, "Can I ask you a question, Professor?" 


"Of course," replied the professor. 


The student stood up and asked, "Professor, does cold exist?" 


"What kind of question is this?  Of course it exists.  Have you never been cold?" 


The students snickered at the young man's question. 


The young man replied, "In fact, Sir, cold does not exist.  According to the laws of physics, what we consider cold is, in reality, the absence of heat.  Every body or object is susceptible to study when it has or transmits energy, and heat is what makes a body of matter have or transmit energy.  Absolute zero (-460 degrees F) is the total absence of heat; all matter becomes inert and incapable of reaction at that temperature.  Cold does not exist.  We have created this word to describe how we feel if we have no heat." 


The student continued, "Professor, does darkness exist?" 


The professor responded, "Of course it does." 


The student replied, "Once again, you are wrong, Sir, darkness does not exist either.  Darkness is, in reality, the absence of light.  Light we can study, but not darkness.  In fact, we can use Newton's prism to break white light into many colours and study the various wavelengths of each colour.  You cannot measure darkness.  A simple ray of light can break into a world of darkness and illuminate it.  How can you know how dark a certain space is?  You measure the amount of light present.  Isn't that correct?  Darkness is a term used by man to describe what happens when there is no light present." 


Finally, the young man asked the professor, "Sir, does evil exist?" 


Now uncertain, the professor responded, "Of course, as I have already said.  We see it every day.  It is in the daily example of man's inhumanity to man.  It is in the multitude of crimes and violence everywhere in the world.  These manifestations are nothing else but evil." 


To this, the student replied, "Evil does not exist, Sir, or at least it does not exist unto itself.  Evil is simply the absence of God.  It is just like darkness and cold, a word that man has created to describe the absence of God.  God did not create evil.  Evil is not like faith or love that exist, just as do light and heat.  Evil is the result of what happens when man does not have God's love present in his heart.  It's like the cold that comes when there is no heat or the darkness that comes when there is no light." 


The professor sat down. 


The young man's name--Albert Einstein








Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.


His love endures forever.


Psalm 136:1











Food For Thought


Despite Your Unjust Circumstances


By Connie Giordano


Shared by Ed Damas  


Have you suffered lately as a result of other men's decisions and not because of anything that you have done?  If you are suffering from unfair rejection from others, don't be disheartened. Don't play the Blame Game.  Just know that God has a plan, and you have a major role in it.


If there is anyone who knows what rejection is all about, it is a man by the name of Jephthah. He is mentioned several times throughout the Scriptures, especially in Judges 11. He is listed in the classic Faith chapter - Hebrews 11 - along with some of God's other "great men."


Hebrews 11:32-34 - "And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthah; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens."


Jephthah was indeed a man "who through faith subdued kingdoms; wrought righteousness... escaped the edge of the sword...waxed valiant in fight" and "turned to flight the armies of the aliens."


If there ever was a man who "out of weakness" was "made strong," it was him!


Judges 11:1 says this of him - "Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour..."


But we see that this verse does not end here for there is an added note given by the Holy Spirit that Jephthah also was "the son of a harlot."


His mother was a "strange woman," meaning a Gentile or an Ishmaelite. She was neither his father's wife nor his concubine. She happened to be a tavern keeper.


Judges 11:2 informs us that Gilead, Jephthah's father, had a wife who bare him legitimate sons who unanimously disdained Jephthah - "And Gilead's wife bare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of a strange woman."


Judges 11:3 - Not able to bear the abuse from his own brethren any longer, he fled to a place north of Gilead called Tob where his mother's family resided - "Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob..."


Here we have a young man who did no crime to deserve such utter rejection from his brothers. He just happened to be born wrong - as the "son of a harlot." 


I wonder how many Jephthah's there are in the Body of Christ today.


You ask - Who are they? They are the ones who don't appear promising. They may have a physical impairment, be struggling financially, or lack charisma, good looks, or education. Or they may have some "albatross" from their past that people can't seem to drop - it seems to follow them wherever they go. They are considered by many as "low-lifes" or "worms."


Painfully, they have struggled through years of one rejection after another - not due to any wrongdoing of their own - but simply because they were born on the "wrong side of the tracks," so to speak.


If this fits your description, then the Holy Spirit wants to encourage you today because God has a plan with your name on it. Using all of your adverse circumstances, He is preparing you and building you up for greatness.


The Scriptures seem to confirm that many of God's mighty men or women were cast aside by their brethren. Look at Moses, Joseph, David, Paul, and even the Lord Jesus. All suffered rejection from their very own brethren. However, in looking back over their lives and in seeing how God used each one, we see that it was a necessary conflict to undergo in order to prepare them for the task ahead.


If you have suffered mistreatment from those who should have loved, received, and accepted you; then be encouraged. Don't allow the enemy of your soul to plant bitterness in your heart. They may have intended it for evil, but God will turn everything around for your good.


God has a plan for greatness with you in mind. Yes, he does! He is the Master Potter, and He is molding and shaping you after His will, using all of your circumstances - both good and bad - to attain that goal!


Perhaps there are some of you who have acted like Jephthah's half brothers. You are guilty of rejecting another brother or sister simply because they did not come "wrapped in the right package." You may have prayed for help or deliverance of some sort, and God answered by sending you a Jephthah. But you did not receive this individual or individuals because they did not come speaking what you wanted to hear or in a manner that you expected. Consequently, you totally rejected them. You cast them out of your company.


Nonetheless, if God has a plan, no devil or man is going to hinder it or stop it for too long.


The Scriptures tell us that even though Jephthah was not appreciated by his own brethren, someone did recognize his leadership qualities.


Judges 11:3 says - "...and there were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went out with him."


These "vain men" were poor - without jobs or property - and destitute of any good sense. Some commentaries say that they were immoral and even robbers.


Here was a man ordained by God to be a judge and deliverer of Israel. What was he doing leading this crowd? He definitely was not in the will of God amidst these rabble rousers.


Yet, even though Jephthah was out of the will of God for a time, God was still working behind the scenes.  Even from his mother's womb, the Lord had placed a calling on his life to accomplish a stupendous task, and He would see to it that it would be played out according to His Will.


Let's learn from Jephthah's example. We must take warning here. We must not allow other's ill-treatment to drive us from our God-given inheritance. By the grace of God, if we will endure, He will be faithful to work out His plan for our lives.


The Lord God ordained Jephthah to be a judge and deliverer for Israel. He was born the "son of a harlot," thrust out of his Father's house by his own brethren, and then exiled to a pagan land.


Does this sound like the makings of a great leader to you?


Where is God in all of this?


Has He forgotten Jephthah?


No, not at all! In His Sovereign Providence, He orchestrated circumstances to bring about His design and plan.


Judges 11:4 says - "And it came to pass in process of time, that the children of Ammon made war against Israel."


Note five very important words here - "came to pass," "process," and "time."


Jephthah's rejection would not last forever. The Scriptures tell us that it "came to pass."


The Word of God also mentions the word "process." Isn't it evident that his life had been going through a "process" of some sort? He was on a divine course. God was at work.


And, last but not least, if there is anything that is extremely important in God's schedule, it is timing.


God stirred up the enemies of Ammon to come against Israel who was not living wholly for Him. As a result of their disobedience, these Ammonites were given place to attack them.


In their weakened state due to sin, Israel would need help, a leader, and a deliverer - "a mighty man of valour."


Who would be such a candidate?


Judges 11:5-6 tells us - "And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob: And they said unto Jephthah, Come, and be our captain, that we may fight with the children of Ammon."


Wait a minute! These Israelites are coming to the "son of a harlot" and asking him to be their "captain"? Isn't this a turn of events? At one time, they thrust him out of their company, but now when they are "in distress," they don't seem to mind that his mother was a whore.


Wow! Does God have a sense of humour, or what?


He surely knows how to make men eat "humble pie," doesn’t he?


Judges 11:7-8 goes on to say - "And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and expel me out of my father's house? And why are ye come unto me now when ye are in distress? And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, that thou mayest go with us, and fight against the children of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead."


These same brothers who hated Jephthah and expelled him from his father's house are now pleading with him to be their "head over all the inhabitants of Gilead"? And all because of one word - "distress."


Oh, wounded Christian! Take heart to what the Holy Spirit is saying to you through this message today. God knows the right kind of "distress" to send those people who rejected you and cast you from their company. The very ones who thrust you out of your inheritance will come running to you in "process of time" and look to you to be their "head." You will not always be considered as the "tail." This too shall pass! God will raise you up.


He is working out His plan for your life. He is working even right now. Just trust Him. Simply be still and know that He is God! He has everything under control!


He certainly knows how to bring a man down. He knows how to deal with Pride.


Judges 11:9-10 reflects the beautiful spirit of humility displayed by Jephthah's rejectors after God worked on them - "And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight against the children of Ammon, and the Lord deliver them before me, shall I be your head? And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, The LORD be witness between us, if we do not so according to Thy words."


Judges 11:11 - We then read the happy ending of the "process of time" that "came to pass" in his life - "Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and captain over them: and Jephthah uttered all his words before the LORD in Mizpeh."


In spite of his adverse circumstances whereby his own brethren abandoned him and cast him from their company, Jephthah never forsook the Lord. As soon as he was elevated to the position of "head and captain," he immediately prayed to the Lord for wisdom and help.


He knew that God called him to such a time as this.


He knew that God orchestrated circumstances to bring about his calling.


And he knew that without God's help and grace, he could not accomplish the task ahead of him.


His adverse circumstances worked such good in his life, bringing him to the place of being a godly and "mighty man of valor" for the Lord and His people.


There are so many lessons that we can learn from his experience.


One is that God has a "process" that every one who is called to leadership must go through. In many instances, one will be called upon to suffer rejection and total misunderstanding by his very own brethren.


O Christian! People may reject you today for different reasons, but if you will hold onto the promises of God and not let go of the vision He has given you, He will be sure to work out His plan for your life. The same people who are rejecting you today will one day come to you, pleading for your gifts, talents, and help. Face your adversities in a spirit of meekness, knowing that God is in control and will bring to pass all that He has spoken for your life.


Secondly, we must be very careful that we do not allow a spirit of pride to grip our hearts whereby we despise or trample upon the Jephthah's whom God sends us. Our Heavenly Father will not stand for any pride in His children. He knows how to abase us if we exalt ourselves above others. He knows the exact "distress" to send our way to bring us down from our high place. The very people who we reject today may be the very people who we will need tomorrow. Let's be careful how we treat each other as brethren -not despising any one. 


God used Jephthah despite his brother's rejection. �He is no respecter of persons.


He will use you, too, in a mighty way.


He is working out His plan for your life even now.


Things will not always be this way. 


In the "process of time," the tables will be turned. 


You won't be the "tail;" you'll be the "head." 


And when God promotes you, no one will be able to thrust you out of your inheritance.   











HAVE YOUR SAY!


Do you have any questions?


Do you have any suggestions?


Do you have any ideas?


Do you have any revelations?


YOU DO!


Then why not visit a great Christian forum site where YOU can post your very own thoughts, opinions and ideas as well as post questions where everyone visiting the forum can offer their answers?


Click below to visit this great new web site where YOUR comments are important.


� HYPERLINK "http://wolvesforchrist.com/forum/" ��WFC Christian Forums


�By the way, just because this site is owned and operated by a great Christian teenager, it’s NOT just for young people.


EVERYONE IS WELCOME


So, whether you are 9 or 90, why not take a while to visit right now and register as a contributor?�









Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD, �My brother is a rat!  You should give him a tail.  Ha ha!�--Danny�





By all means marry. If you get a good wife, you'll become happy;


If you get a bad one, you'll become a philosopher.�Socrates








�  


























































































































A BEAUTIFUL POEM BY


YVETTE BURLEIGH


“GOD’S SPECIAL DAY”


Just go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org" ��www.belovedking.org�, scroll down to the title and click it. It will scroll automatically.





 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt BA


SECOND EDITION NOW SOLD OUT!


The third printing will be available soon so


ORDER YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" ��CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM


�     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 





The Sherry Walter Message





~You must endure~ 


God’s people, why are you fearful, where is your faith?  When you serve the Lord you serve the great I Am.  Have you forgotten who your God is?  You must know the One whom you serve.  He is God Almighty.


Nothing can remain in His way obstructing His path.  The Lord can say, “Move over, go or flee.”  Do not ever think He cannot change situations that look hopeless.  He can, He does and He will for He is the change.  Where God is there is always change.  He doesn’t change but His spirit is continually in motion.


Anyone in God never stays the same, to change within, change must come forth.  Do not fear change, embrace it.  This is renewal; this is rebirth.  The old must die and fade away.  The new is always developing and beginning.


In all that will come upon the world, and in our lives, it is all at Gods command.  Nothing can, or ever will, hinder Him.  Can you not understand?  Comprehend the Lord and all of His magnificent ways.  Know that the living God has your best interest at heart.  He cares for, and tends, to His flock.  He is the Shepherd.


Our choices will always affect our outcomes.  When we choose unwisely, we will reap the consequences.  When we choose wisely, we will reap the benefits.  Always choose to turn to the Lord first before making any decisions so you will not stumble or be misled.  If you let Him, God will choose the courses of your paths.


When we remain in the Lord; solely dependant upon Him, all things are worked out for His glory.  There is no storm that He cannot stand in the midst of and rebuke.  He can silence the wind. He can calm the waters.


You will find that in your trials God can and will use you to continue to reach all those He is sending to you.  Focus on Him and on others; forget about yourself and your trials.  God is taking care of His people, He fights your battles for you so what are you so concerned about?  Just do as He leads you to do, God is calling all people to draw to Him and into Him.   In these final hours go forth and minister to all whom are looking for the Lord.


So many are so helpless, dying, and giving up, the Lord needs His people to reach all who would receive Him.  Would He not leave the ninety-nine sheep to go fetch the one lost and wondering?  The Lord expects His people to do the same as He would do.  Love others as He has loved you.  If anyone is in your paths, God has brought them to you, and it will always be that one sheep He is seeking to bring into the fold.  Be the Lord’s guiding light in the darkness. Lead and direct all unto Him.


So many of God’s people doubt Him and question what He chooses for them.  Does He not know what His people need to go through?  Does He not know what fruit must be revealed in our lives?  Has He not promised that His plans are to prosper you and not to harm you, to give you a hope and a future?  Your trials will result in your increased fruits.


For the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith.  To be in Him you must acquire the quality of His chosen fruits.  These fruits represent Him and they are all sweet smelling and tasting.  They cannot be bought; they are only obtained through experience.


Praise the Lord in your intensified trials and thank Him for your sure outcome of victory.  He cannot nor will He ever fail to accomplish His will in our lives.  Do not let the enemy gain the upper hand by worrying.  Has the Lord not said, don't worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries today's trouble is enough for today?  He has said He will never leave nor forsake you.  You must trust Him in all that He has said.  He is the LORD.  He has said I Am what I Am.  He will always provide for the needs of His people - unpredictably and unexpectedly.  His people will never beg for manna.  The Lord is the bread of life.


Yes He is with you in these extreme test and trials that will come upon all of Gods people.  You must always remember this: never trust or go by your feelings.  Your feelings will always mislead you, rely only upon the faithful word of God.  Eat the word, digest it so it remains within you, and in the midst of your weaknesses God’s word will become your strength.  Each one of you will recall, rely on, and depend only on what he has promised you.  He is not a man that should lie.  Believe in him.


God is in the storms; He controls their intensities; He begins the turbulences and He ends them.  Do you fail to recognize His power?  He is El Elyon ('Most High").  Only fear God, never fear what you shall face.  Nothing shall be impossible for those in Christ Jesus.  You will accomplish all things in Him, and through Him.  You will always come through what He put you through successfully.  You must rely upon only Him; be still and know that He is God.


Many shall ask Him if this cup shall pass from them.  But God’s people must endure.  God gives and leaves you His hope in his Word.  You have His peace; He brings it and He leaves it.


You can call upon the Prince of Peace at any given moment and He shall descend and remain upon you.  When the heat is turned up you shall walk through the fire untouched.  Never shall God allow a single flame to burn one of His beloved.


The process of the Lord’s fire melts away all dependence on self.  There is an inner change within the flame.  You are cleansed and purified; but most importantly you learn to depend upon Him.  He brings all things to you for His purpose, for His reasons for His accomplishments.  Remember; His will be done - not thine own.


Trials that intensify are to increase your faith in Him.  God’s people should not fear anything that they may see or face.  This takes complete confidence, faith and dependency upon Him.  Are you ready, remnant?  Let your yes be yes or your no be no.  There is no in-between.


All shall see in shock and awe; the Lord burning brightly in his people.  God’s people are glowing.  All are drawn to the flame within you.  God consumes His people; He is the fire, He in you and you in Him.  You have become the Lord’s burning flames; speaking in native tongues of fire when speaking of Him.


As you go forth and walk through great trials and testing in reliance upon only Him.  He will uphold you, and carry you through all things victoriously; giving each one of you His strength to continue on in endurance.  This will give faith and hope to many in the world that are watching you.  So many who are not in Him now become tired of fighting battles in their own weakened strength; never winning.  Now many are searching for the light; let all see His burning torches in the darkness.


"Behold the Lord is the Fire".


He is the light.


We my people are God’s bright burning flames!


 His light illuminates in each of us and through us unto the world.


Praise His Holy name!


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.net/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1co+4:12&version=csb&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1" ��


We labour, working with our own hands. 


When we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 


1Co 4:12


This is why I endure all things for the elect: 


so that they also may obtain salvation, which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 


2Ti 2:12


But as for you, keep a clear head about everything, endure hardship,


do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry. 


2Ti 4:5 


May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in His works. 


Ps 104:31


Amen and Amen.














A MOMENT TO CONSIDER


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider, 


Servant Soldier Ministries


Lamb of God


Author unknown  (Adapted)


Jeff Smith, also known as The Frugal Gourmet, was a Methodist chaplain at a small college near Seattle.  He tells the story of driving one day across the eastern part of Washington State.  He was forced to stop when a large herd of sheep was being shepherded across the road.  As he waited, watching the sheep, the phrase "Lamb of God:" drifted through his mind.  Seized with the notion, he leapt from his car and bounded up to the shepherd and asked, "What does "Lamb of God" mean to you?


The shepherd was initially startled by the abrupt question from this total stranger, but sensing his sincerity, looked Jeff squarely in the eye and answered, "I know exactly what 'Lamb of God' means."


"Each year at lambing time, there are lambs and ewes which do not make it.  A ewe whose lamb has died is filled with milk, but will not nourish an orphaned lamb since she does not recognize it as her own.  An orphaned lamb could starve because no ewe will accept and nourish it."


"If the shepherd takes the ewes dead lamb, slits its throat, and places its blood over the body of the orphaned lamb the ewe, recognizing the blood, will now nurse, and save the orphaned lamb."


Through the gift of the blood of the lamb who has died, the living lamb is recognized, restored to the fold, nourished, and saved.  We need to remember that we must be washed in the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus, and we have been clothed in His righteousness to be restored to Gods family.  Our obligation is to remember this gift and to give thanks to God for His sacrifice.


Each believer is called to explain to others that Jesus willingly gave His life as the Lamb Who had died to self so they might be adopted by God the Father when they accept Jesus sacrifice.


Richard Wurmbrand wrote:


A brother who had been terribly tortured by the Communist police shared the same prison cell with me and told the following incident: I once saw an impressive scene in a circus. A sharpshooter set out to demonstrate his skill. In the arena was his wife, with a burning candle on her head. From a distance he shot the candle so that it fell, leaving his wife unharmed.


Later I asked her, "Were you afraid?"


She replied, "Why should I be? He aimed at the candle, not at me."


I thought about this when I was under torture.  Why should I be afraid of the torturers? They don't beat me. They beat my body. My "me," my real being, is in Christ. I was seated with Him in the heavenly places. This-my real person-could not be touched by them. I have lived through the years of enforced exile with the image of such heroes of faith in my heart. Now, on my return to my homeland, I again found this same spirit among the Christians I met.


There are many that ridicule and persecute the believer.  Fortunately most of us have not had to go through the trials that Richard Wurmbrand did.  If we can each grasp the truth found in the above we will be better able to "Hold steady" in some future trial.  In Him is peace, not as the world knows it, but as He alone gives it.





THE BKM PLEDGE


As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."


Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.


It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.


"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.


I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY DAY


I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.


  THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED


 WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS


If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium


PLEASE �HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org?subject=PRAYER PARTNER NEEDED"��WRITE� TO US


Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.


 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES


FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR


(That's less than forty cents a week!)


YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY


AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE


 


TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES


 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �Email� your pledge NOW and send all donations to:


Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.


(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the Australian banks won't accept anything else!)


 Jesus said,


"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)


 AND


WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS


SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING!  WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!


SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.


 God bless you all.


David R Holt








IF YOU STILL HAVEN’T SEEN THIS


AMAZING PROGRAMME?


�


It’s still not too late!


� HYPERLINK "http://prophecycode.com/" ��CLICK HERE� 


Or copy � HYPERLINK "http://prophecycode.org" ��http://prophecycode.org� into your browser


to access the Amazing Facts homepage and then click Download Materials, select the module you want to watch and then click the language you want to watch it in.
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DOUG BATCHELOR


INTERNATIONAL EVANGELIST


and


PROPHECY EXPERT














The Path of Belief from Reason to the Heart


Shared by Yvette Burleigh


The Jews have an ancient story; so old that Jesus as a boy may have heard it, perhaps from his mother.


One day, a taxidermist caught a beautiful bird, which he intended to kill and stuff.   But when he raised his knife to plunge it into its body, a miracle occurred.   The bird began to talk to him in human language, saying: “Spare my life, as I have young in my nest.   If you will do so, I shall give you three simple pieces of advice, which will prove of great use to you.


The taxidermist thought to himself: “There are many other birds in the woods, which I can stuff.   But what I am experiencing now is a miracle from God.   Who knows what advice I may get?”   And so he promised to liberate the bird, if the advice he received was good.   The little bird pronounced three words of wisdom: 


“First, if anyone tells you anything absurd, don’t believe him, whoever he may be.   Next, if you do someone a good turn, you must not regret it afterwards, but rejoice that you have acted benevolently.   Lastly, do not attempt to reach what is too high for you.”


The taxidermist recognized the value of this advice.   He had often made the mistake of listening to the counsel of people merely because they were well known.   He had often regretted spending money on charity, and he had wasted a great deal of time and energy trying to attain what he could not reach.   He released the bird, saying: “Go with God, little bird, because your words are clever.”


The bird flew off, to perch on the nearest branch.   Then she called out to the man: “Fool! Why did you release me?   I have a large diamond in my belly; if you had killed me, you would have found it, and you would have been rich for the rest of your life.” When the taxidermist heard this, he regretted freeing the bird, and began to climb the tree to catch her again.   But it is no easy job to catch a bird with bare hands!   When he reached the lowest branch, the bird flew off to another.   When he reached the second, the bird was yet higher up, and in this way he went on climbing up the tree, until he missed his footing, fell down and broke both his legs.


As he lay groaning at the foot of the tree, the bird hopped down on to the lowest branch and called out to him: “Fool!   Did I not give you three good pieces of advice, which you knew in your mind, were correct, and admitted with your mouth were good?   The first was that you should not believe anything absurd, whoever told you to believe it.   How, then, could you be so foolish as to believe that a bird had a diamond in its belly?   The second was that you should never regret doing a good turn.   You acted charitably by sparing my life.   Why did you regret this afterwards?   And the third piece of advice was that you should not try to reach something that was too high for you.   You know very well that it is impossible to catch a bird with your bare hands.   But there is always a gap between the human head and the human heart, between the human mouth and the human ear.   You saw that my advice was good, but you did not listen to your own words, and you did not believe in the value of your thoughts.   A few minutes after approving of my advice, you did the exact opposite of what I had taught you.”


Today, we can hear what people are saying and singing on the other side of the world, but our own words are lost, and we live as though we had never pronounced them.   Our understanding is one thing, our feelings something quite different.


We confess Jesus with our lips, we accept Him as Lord in our hearts, but our actions are as if we did not confess with our mouths and believe in our hearts what we have heard from the Gospel.








DON’T MISS IT!


IT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE!





I would rather live my life as if there is a God, 


and die to find out there isn't, 


than live my life as if there isn't, 


and die to find out there is.








� HYPERLINK "http://www.temcat.com/Temcats-studies/Counterfeits.htm" ��The Truth About Harry Potter�


Click the link





Think About It!


A Steven Wright Gem shared by Nancy Wall


A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.





NEW ADDITION


TO


BELOVED KING MINISTRIES


WEB SITE 











“Can You Speak Out for Jesus?”


Halloween is coming and many Christians will find themselves in a compromise. This little girl was born completely deaf, at the young age of 7 years old, she made this incredibly strong stand for her Saviour, Jesus Christ!!  Since God's voice is the "only" voice she can hear, I take heed to the things that she becomes passionate about. This is just one of MANY times God has used her!! (Matt 18:4) 


"You shall speak My words to them, whether they hear or whether they refuse, for they are rebellious.  Ezekiel 2:7


So I ask, “Can You Speak Out for Jesus?  Do you?” “Can” as in - God will give you the ability - but are you willing?








This is how her “proclamation” looked.  And believe me, this child was proclaiming the righteousness of Jesus. with NO compromise!!  I'll never forget it!
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