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Greetings and God's blessings to you all

If you are reading your very first "Making a Difference" I extend a special welcome to you and hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share.  And if you have been a member of the Beloved King Ministries’ flock for some time, whether you are a regular correspondent or a passive reader who has enjoyed receiving our magazine each month I want you to know that you are prayed for every single day.  I love every single one of you and praise God for you.  
I want to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share items with us and especially to those dear people who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially.  If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
I pray that God will abundantly bless you as we begin another new year, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and those most dear to you will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail in wonderful new ways.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm or distressed.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.
David R Holt
IMPORTANT REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  If possible please send the change of address from your OLD address because, if I happen to miss it, Mailbox Filter will reject it if you send it from your new one.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  There are two options available to you.  One is in MS Office Word and all you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel and the magazine will open).  The other is as a PDF file which requires Adobe Reader.  If you don’t have Adobe Reader, a link to download it FREE is provided in the notice.  Once installed on your computer, it will allow trouble-free access to not only ‘Making a Difference’ but also to many other web sites so I strongly recommend installing it on your computer.  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

Of course, all past editions of Making A Difference are on the Beloved King Ministries’ web site too. Just click HERE and then, when the home page opens, click the “Making A Difference” button fifth from the top on the left of your screen. Then click the editions you want to see.
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DISCLAIMER 
Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
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GOD DOESN’T WANT EMPTY PRAISE AND WORSHIP

Heb 13:15 ~ By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

THERE EXIST MANY STYLES OF CHURCH SERVICES. There are contemporary, traditional, ritualistic, and completely unstructured. Which of these is the right way to worship and to praise the Lord? Is there a style God likes best?

The criteria that distinguishes between the worship and praise that God accepts and that which He rejects has nothing to do with sitting quietly in a pew or jumping and shouting on one.

GOD WON’T ACCEPT WORSHIP AND PRAISE FROM ANYONE WHO IS LIVING IN DELIBERATE <<DEFIANCE>> OF HIS WILL OR FROM ANYONE WITH AN UNGRATEFUL HEART.

We praise God when we thank Him for His love for us, and by telling Him how important He is in our lives. We “brag” on Him, letting Him hear that we are aware of His glory, power, majesty, honor, righteousness, and eternal presence. Sometimes we praise Him with others, but it should be a natural desire to do it individually. Praise is not a church service; it’s an expression of thanksgiving from the heart of a child of God!

It is difficult to sort through the maze of different church styles. “Styles” is used intentionally. A round of visits to churches is a real eye-opener to the variations of “worship and praise” styles adopted by a congregation or denomination.

Some congregations believe God will accept their worship and praise if they conduct a quiet and hallowed service. It is believed that by coming together with bowed hearts in quit reverence, God receives praise through their corporate singing, prayer, and giving. Attending services is viewed as an act of praise. 

Other congregations believe the Lord will accept their praise and worship by their freedom to express excitement. Each member is encouraged to vocally, emotionally, and individually participate in every aspect of the service. Shouting, lifting hands, clapping, and running through the building are viewed as an expression of praise and an evidence of the power of the Holy Spirit in the service.

In both styles of services there can be very devout and sincere Christians. The Holy Spirit knows the Christian’s heart, and He honors their faith. But, within any organized gathering there will always be Satan or one of his servants, appearing as an angel of light, steering the congregation to a doomed formula for pleasing God.

TWO QUESTIONS WE ALL SHOULD ASK OURSELVES ARE: 
DOES MY LIFE BACK UP MY WORDS, AND WHAT ARE MY MOTIVES?
While no Christian Is without sin, we must understand our personal expressions of praise to the Lord are meaningless if He knows our love and our words are not genuine and pure.

GOD HAS MADE IT VERY CLEAR THAT HE WILL NOT ACCEPT WHAT WE CONSIDER WORSHIP, SACRIFICE, AND PRAISE IF IT ISN’T OFFERED IN THE RIGHT SPIRIT.
God wants obedience to His expressed will before He considers our praise acceptable. He even tells us in Proverbs 28:9 that the prayers of people who disobey His commandments are abomination to Him. He wants from us the purest of motives more than He desires anything else. Nor is He impressed because we have “found the best” style of worship. 

GOD ONLY ACCEPTS THE PRAISE OF THOSE WHO RECOGNIZE, HEAR, AND OBEY HIS VOICE.

1Ki <19:11>-12 “And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; [but] the LORD [was] not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; [but] the LORD [was] not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; [but] the LORD [was] not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.”

When we attend church believing our style of service equates to praise and worship, we are fooling ourselves. God hates our observance of holy days, such as Easter or Christmas, when we observe them with rebellion in our heart or because of a dreading sense of responsibility.  The same even applies to the Sabbath of the fourth commandment
It seems 2 Ti 3:5 describes our present day congregations, “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof, from such turn away.” 

God’s rejection of pompous religious acts can be understood if we look into our heart. Who of us haven’t experienced disgust when we are presented a “gift” from someone we know hates us. We see through their fake show of compassion; they are just going through the motions and following traditions. We despise their hypocrisy, and want to it down. 

WHAT IS “THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE” MENTIONED IN Hebrews 13:15?
By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.
A literal translation is near to this: Let each Christian carry up to God a thank offering every day of our lives. This sacrifice is our heart felt gratitude for Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

Rom 12:1 “Therefore I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of worship.”
It Is Only A Sacrifice If We Have Carried It Personally To The Lord.
It involves a choice to sacrifice our lives, exchanging our comfort for the joy of a relationship with Him. Sitting in a pew with our heads bowed low, or shouting loud enough to raise the roof is not a sacrifice of praise.

As we struggle with the desires of our flesh, the fiery darts of Satan, and the frustrations of being human, we are to personally come before God, carrying with us our thank offering for His grace given to us through the sacrifice of Jesus.

It is hard for people who have been brought up in the traditions of men to accept that God does not count the numbers. The number of times they attend church, the number of dollars placed in the offering plate, the number of years spent teaching, preaching, or the numbers of anything.

Mat 15:8-9  “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with [their] lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching [for] doctrines the commandments of men.”
IF GOD DOES NOT ACCEPT OUR RELIGIOUS ACTS AS PRAISE AND WORSHIP, WHAT DOES HE ACCEPT?  HIS WORD REVEALS THE ANSWER:

Psalm 51:17 “The sacrifices of God [are] a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”

1Sa <15:22>  “And Samuel said, Hath the LORD [as great] delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey [is] better than sacrifice, [and] to hearken than the fat of rams.”

Psalm 6:6 “For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.”

John 14:15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”
We praise God by having a humble, submissive heart, a heart that grieves when we sin. We praise Him by our obedience to His word and His Law, and by being faithful to His mission for us. We praise Him by following His will and studying His word.

It’s OK to look for a church where we believe our attention will be focused on Jesus. Whatever style of the services, and however beautiful the hymns of praise, it is from our lips and through our submission that God receives the purest praise.
One thing that I believe God absolutely detests is ritualistic liturgical praise and worship where a preacher reads (very often in monotonous, dreary tones) repetitive wording from an "approved" prayer book!  How can such praise and worship be from the heart?  
GOD DOESN’T WANT AND WON’T ACCEPT PRAISE FROM A HYPOCRITE!
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More on the tsunami

Dear David,

In your January magazine you wrote about the dreadful tsunami in Asia and mentioned that most of those who suffered are not Christians. I have a question.

What about the little babies who died or became instant orphans in that catastrophe?  How could God hold them accountable when they were too young to have formed any opinions?

Yours in Christ, Alan.

Rather than attempt to answer Alan’s very pertinent and valid question, as with the previous article, I ask YOU, the readers, to send your thoughts and ideas.  Next month, I will feature what you have to say.


Every Once in a While

A story to warm the heart and encourage those of us who are prepared to take a stand.
Every now and then common sense prevails in such a way that it warms the heart. Here in Australia during the past few weeks there has been an ongoing item on the TV news about an elderly “digger” – that’s an ex-military person who has  served his country overseas – who’s public display of patriotism upset the local city council.
You see, war veteran Ian Garwood has been locked in a blazing row with the Launceston City Council in Tasmania over a flag pole he erected outside his home.
"I fought under it for six years and I will fight anyone who attempts to remove that flagpole from my home," said Ian.
But the council said it wants the pole gone because Ian does not have planning approval for it and refuses to pay for a permit.
"It is the principle, but it is also the fee," he said.
"Why should I have to pay $160 to erect a flagpole on my own property?" questioned Ian.

Despite Ian's pleas to the council, it was only when the story made the news in late January 2005 that council tried desperately to cut a deal, offering to waive the $160 fee. 
But Ian would not have a bar of it.
"Why should a fee be waived for me when everybody else is subjected to a fee?" asked Ian.
Barry Richardson runs Flags2000 and was so inspired by Ian's stance he decided to help out by donating free flags for any of Ian's neighbours if they want to show their solidarity with the former war vet. 
And every neighbour in his street agreed to fly a flag except for one British man who prefers the top left hand corner of our national symbol.
So now the council has a whole street of flags proudly fluttering in the breeze and, in desperation (or is it bewilderment?) have now decided that it is no longer a city issue but a state problem and referred it to the Tasmanian state government.
Isn’t it wonderful how, just now and then, the feelings of THE PEOPLE prevail over the burocracy of the few?  Maybe our Christian brethren in the USA could learn from this episode down under and make a similar show of solidarity against the ALUA!








 




 

WHO ARE THE BELIEVERS?

Shared by Michael Stojanovic

Once there was a little western town where a pastor and his flock of believers became concerned at the goings-on at the local saloon.  The drinking and smoking, the loud music and saloon girls, not to mention the regular shoot-outs between drunken cowboys was just too much for those God-fearin’ folk.
So they decided to hold an all-night prayer vigil at which they called upon God to wreak retribution on the sinful saloon-goers.

Imagine their surprise when a big storm came blowing in from the west and the saloon was struck by lightning.  They joyfully thanked God for His wonderful answer to their prayers – not forgetting to also thank Him that no lives were lost in the holocaust.

However, the saloon owner wasn’t too pleased when he learned about what he saw as the Christian’s invocation of the destruction of his business and so he sued them.

In the court the lawyers set about contesting the claims and counter-claims of the plaintiff and the accused.  Counsel for the plaintiff cross-examined the church pastor who staunchly announced that, even though he and his friends had prayed for retribution, they never really expected anything to happen.
Then the church’s advocate had his turn.  “Are you claiming that what happened to your saloon was a direct result of the prayers of my clients?” he asked.
“I most certainly am!” retorted the saloon-keeper.

At this point the judge, a wise old pioneer-town man, interjected with, “There seems to be some sort of confusion here.  The plaintiff clearly believes in the power of prayer – otherwise he wouldn’t have brought this case – but the accused, on the other hand, obviously don’t or they wouldn’t be defending it!  Case dismissed!”


The Collection

There’s the story about three religious ministers who got into a discussion at an ecumenical conference about how their respective churches dealt with the collections made at their worship services. (Whilst their denominations were named when I heard this story, I will refrain from naming them here!).

The first minister told his colleagues that, in his church, ALL the money collected went to the work of spreading the gospel.  The second one said that, in his church, it was considered that the preacher of the day was entitled to some reward for the time and effort he had put into his sermon and that, when they took up the collection, the money plate was held over the altar and flipped so that the money all fell out.  What landed on the altar was used for God’s work and what fell on the floor was paid as a sort of stipend to the preacher.

The third minister then said that, in his church, they had a very similar practice except that, when they tossed the money into the air, they figured that what God wanted, He kept and what He didn’t want fell back to the altar and the floor and that was given to the preacher!


The Mind of a 21st Century Child

By Donna Mae Ashburn
A Sabbath school teacher was telling the youngsters about Daniel and the Lions Den.  She had a picture of Daniel standing, brave and confident, with a group of lions around him.  
One little girl started to cry. The teacher said, "Don't cry. The lions are not going to eat Daniel."

The girl said, "That's not what I'm crying about.  That little lion, over in the corner, isn't going to get any food."

Oops!

A couple from Minneapolis decided to go to Florida to thaw out during a particularly icy winter. They planned to stay at the very same hotel where they spent their honeymoon 20 years earlier. Because of hectic schedules, it was difficult to coordinate their travel reservations. So the husband left Minnesota and flew to Florida on Thursday and his wife planned to fly down the following day. The husband checked into the hotel. There was a computer in his room, so he decided to send an e-mail to his wife. However, he accidentally left out one letter in her email address and without realizing his error, he sent the e-mail. 
Meanwhile, somewhere in Houston, a woman had just returned home from her husband's funeral. He was a minister for many years and had died following a sudden heart attack. The widow decided to check her e-mail, expecting messages from relatives and friends. After reading the first message, she fainted. 
The widow's son rushed into the room, found his mother on the floor, and saw the computer screen which read: 
To: My Loving Wife 
Subject: I've arrived 
Date: 18 March 2004 
I know you're surprised to hear from me. They have computers here now and you are allowed to send e-mails to your loved ones. I've just arrived and been checked in. I see that everything has been prepared for your arrival tomorrow. Looking forward to seeing you then! Hope your journey is as uneventful as mine was. P.S. Sure is hot down here.


AND,


THE MARBLE TRADER

Shared by Yvette Burleigh

During the waning years of the Depression in a small south-eastern Idaho community, I used to stop by Brother Miller's roadside stand for farm-fresh produce as the season made it available. Food and money were still extremely scarce and bartering was used extensively.

One particular day Brother Miller was bagging some early potatoes for me. I noticed a small boy, delicate of bone and feature, ragged but clean, hungrily appraising a basket of freshly picked green peas.  I paid for my 
potatoes but was also drawn to the display of fresh green peas.

I am a pushover for creamed peas and new potatoes.  Pondering the peas, I couldn't help overhearing the conversation between Brother Miller and the ragged boy next to me.

"Hello Barry, how are you today?" 

"H'lo, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank ya. Jus' admirin' the peas...sure look good."

"They are good, Barry. How's your Ma?" 

"Fine. Gittin' stronger alla' time." 

"Good. Anything I can help you with?"

"No, Sir. Jus' admirin' them peas."

"Would you like to take some home?"

"No, Sir. Got nuthin' to pay for 'em with." 

"Well, what have you to trade me for some of those peas?" 

"All I got's my prize marble here." 

"Is that right? Let me see it." 

"Here 'tis. She's a dandy." 

"I can see that. Hmmmm, only thing is this one is blue and I sort of go for red. Do you have a red one like this at home?" 

"Not 'zackley...but, almost." 

"Tell you what. Take this sack of peas home with you and next trip this way let me look at that red marble." 

"Sure will. Thanks, Mr. Miller."

Mrs. Miller, who had been standing nearby, came over to help me.  With a smile she said: "There are two other boys like him in our community.  All three are in very poor circumstances.  Jim just loves to bargain with them
for peas, apples, tomatoes or whatever.  When they come back with their red marbles, and they always do, he decides he doesn't like red after all and he sends them home with a bag of produce for a green marble or an orange one, perhaps."

I left the stand, smiling to myself, impressed with this man.  A short time later I moved to Utah but I never forgot the story of this man, the boys and their bartering. 

Several years went by each more rapid than the previous one.  Just recently I had occasion to visit some old friends in that Idaho community and while I was there learned that Brother Miller had died.

They were having his viewing that evening and knowing my friends wanted to go, I agreed to accompany them.  Upon our arrival at the mortuary we fell into line to meet the relatives of the deceased and to offer whatever words of comfort we could.
Ahead of us in line were three young men.  One was in an army uniform and the other two wore nice haircuts, dark suits and white shirts...very professional looking.
They approached Mrs. Miller, standing smiling and composed, by her husband's casket.  Each of the young men hugged her, kissed her on the cheek, spoke briefly with her and moved on to the casket.
Her misty light blue eyes followed them as, one by one; each young man stopped briefly and placed his own warm hand over the cold pale hand in the casket.  Each left the mortuary, awkwardly wiping his eyes.
Our turn came to meet Mrs. Miller.  I told her who I was and mentioned the story she had told me about the marbles.  Eyes glistening she took my hand and led me to the casket.
"Those three young men that just left were the boys I told you about.  They just told me how they appreciated the things Jim "traded" them. Now, at last, when Jim could not change his mind about color or size...they came 
to pay their debt.
"We've never had a great deal of the wealth of this world," she confided, "but, right now, Jim would consider himself the richest man in Idaho." 
With loving gentleness she lifted the lifeless fingers of her deceased husband.  Resting underneath were three, magnificently shiny, red marbles.

The Pretender
Shared by Donna Mae Ashburn

For 11 years a man kept his secret hidden from others.  No one suspected that anything was wrong.  Even at home his behaviour appeared normal.  He would sit down with the newspaper every night after dinner, and not even his wife knew of his problem.
But the day came when he couldn't take the strain of covering up any longer.  After years of guarding his secret, he finally confessed - he couldn't read.  He had been a pretender.
Many people put on a front in their spiritual lives.  They appear to be Christians.  They speak the language, join a church, and are careful to hide their sins.  They act piously and try to make a good impression, and people assume that they are Christians.  But deep down inside, these spiritual actors know they have never admitted their sinful condition to God & placed their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as their only hope of salvation.
Outwardly, they "appear righteous," but inwardly they are "full of hypocrisy & lawlessness" (Matthew 23:28).
Have we been faking it?  We may fool others, but we can't fool God.  He sees what's in our hearts.  Don't be a pretender.

Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ! 

This month I continue to share from the thought-provoking book,
History of Modern Prisons by Dr. Stephen E. Jones,
which compares prisons of today with what the Bible has to say.
This month we look at
The Bible’s Solution – Part 3
Permission is granted for non-commercial purposes to copy and freely quote from the contents of this book.
Borrowed Property Damaged
Exodus 22:13 simply establishes that a trustee does not have to make good an animal that has been killed by a wild beast. Again, this is assuming that the trustee was not negligent. We read then in verses 14 and 15:
14 And if a man borrows anything from his neighbor, and it is injured or dies while the owner is not with it, he shall make full restitution. 15 If its owner is with it, he shall not make restitution; if it is hired, it came for his hire.
In other words, when a man borrows something from his neighbor, and he damages it while using it, or—in the case of an animal such as an ox—it dies, he is only liable if the owner was not present to supervise its use. The Bible uses examples of such things as oxen, but today we would think more in terms of a tractor to pull a plow. If a man borrows a tractor and breaks it while using it, he must fix it or pay to have it fixed. But if he hires his neighbor to come with his plow and work the field, and the tractor breaks, then the owner of the tractor is liable to fix his own machine.
The law of Hammurabi does not specify clearly whether the owner was hired with the animal or not, but the terminology implies the same as the Biblical law. The Bible makes the point clear, whereas the law of Hammurabi is unclear.
In Par. 244-249 of Hammurabi’s Code, it is clear that the borrower is liable for any injury to the animal, except where a lion kills it in the open field (Par. 244), or where the beast dies by itself (i.e., “God has struck it, and it has died”—Par. 249). This would fall under the category of accidental destruction of property, which did not involve carelessness. God’s Law does not word it like this, but it would certainly agree with Hammurabi in this case.
It is interesting that the two law systems treat different aspects of the same question without any real overlap. This may be taken as further evidence that God’s Law was not intended to be an exhaustive Law Code, but rather was often intended to correct certain injustices or to clarify certain portions of the Hammurabi Code.
Kidnapping
The law of Hammurabi called for the death penalty if a man kidnapped the son of a freeman (Par. 14). God’s Law makes no distinction between classes of people, saying in Exodus 21:16,
16 And he who kidnaps a man, whether he sells him or he is found in his possession, shall surely be put to death.
Kidnapping calls for the death penalty, because there is no way one can pay double restitution without making some innocent party pay for the crime of the guilty party.
Lost and Found—and Retained
Our final example of theft that we shall examine in our study of property laws is finding lost property without returning it to its rightful owner. This sin is mentioned in Deut. 22:1-3. 
1 You shall not see your countryman’s ox or his sheep straying away, and pay no attention to them; you shall certainly bring them back to your countryman. 
2 And if your countryman is not near you, or if you do not know him, then you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall remain with you until your countryman looks for it; then you shall restore it to him. 3 And thus you shall do with . . . anything lost by your countryman . . . .
Almost every child in America has been exposed at one time or another to the Humanist principle of “finders, keepers; losers, weepers.” God disagrees absolutely. All lost property is to be restored to its owner. If not, it is theft.
No penalty is mentioned in this passage, but we may assume that the penalty is the same as any other theft. If the property is returned intact, double restitution is due; if the property is damaged or sold, the restitution is four or five times the value of the retained property.
The law of Hammurabi prescribed the death penalty for those who laid claim to someone else’s lost property. It also mandated death to anyone who should purchase lost or stolen property, if he could not produce a written receipt and witnesses to the transaction. Thus, buyers and sellers without a receipt and witnesses ran the risk of being executed (Par. 9 and 10). Once again, the divine law is shown to be far more merciful than the Babylonian law of Hammurabi. How could anyone despise God’s Law or claim that it is cruel and unreasonable?
The Advantage of Repentance
God’s Law was not given to make punishment an end in itself. The law is rehabilitative and corrective in nature. Yet at the same time there are many crimes committed where there are no witnesses and no conviction before a judge. The question arises, what shall a man do if he gets away with a crime, but later repents? The answer is found in Leviticus 6:2-5.
2 When a person sins and acts unfaithfully against the Lord, and deceives his companion in regard to a deposit or a security entrusted to him, or through robbery, or if he has extorted from his companion, 3 or has found what was lost and lied about it and sworn falsely, so that he sins in regard to any one of the things a man may do; 4 then it shall be, when he sins and becomes guilty, that he shall restore what he took by robbery, or what he got by extortion, or the deposit which was entrusted to him, or the lost thing which he found, 5 or anything about which he swore falsely; he shall make restitution for it in full [i.e., return all stolen property], and add to it one-fifth more. He shall give it to the one to whom it belongs on the day he presents his guilt offering.
This law, along with its penalty, presumes that the guilty party had no witnesses who could testify against him in court, for if there were, he would have to restore at least double to the victim. It is the judgment of God that sinners should be rewarded for repentance and confession of sin without having to be dragged into court with witnesses to force the issue to a judicial resolution.
The Scripture says that if a man were given property in trust and lied about its whereabouts (in order to steal it), and if he later repents of it when he seemingly could have gotten away with it, he is required to pay only one-fifth restitution while restoring the item that was stolen.
The same is true if a man finds a lost item and decides to lie about it and keep it instead of returning it to the owner. If he later repents and confesses his sin, he is required to pay only one-fifth restitution while restoring the property to the rightful owner.
In Numbers 5 we are told of this principle in very clear terms.
6 Speak unto the sons of Israel, When a man or woman commits any of the sins of mankind, acting unfaithfully against the Lord, and that person is guilty; 
7 then he shall confess his sins which he has committed, and he shall make restitution in full for his wrong, and add to it one-fifth of it, and give it to him whom he has wronged.
Verse 6 tells us that this is applicable to ANY SIN that men do as a trespass against the Lord. Some may think this refers only to sins against God and not against our fellow men. However, the seventh verse tells the sinner to give the fifth part “to him whom he has wronged.” Further, the next verses tell us that if the person is deceased already, he is to give the one-fifth restitution to his nearest of kin, and if he has none, he is to give it to the temple. It is plain that this is referring to sins against one’s neighbor.
Normally, such sins would be judged with at least double restitution. It is plain, however, that if the thief confesses his sin before being charged with it, he is to pay one-fifth of the value of the item stolen in addition to returning the item itself. This encourages sinners to repent and shows us the mind of God in that the purpose of God’s Law is to correct and restore the lawful order, rather than merely to punish.
Another case where a mere one-fifth restitution is required is found in Leviticus 5:16. If a man commits a sin through ignorance in regard to the holy things of the Lord, he was to bring a sacrifice for sin, return the stolen property “and add to it one-fifth of it.” This is a case where a man mistakenly took for his own use that which had been given to God in the temple. It is also implied that no one caught him taking it, and that the man repented when he discovered his error. Leviticus 22:14 bears witness to this:
14 But if a man eats a holy gift unintentionally, then he shall add to it a fifth of it and shall give the holy gift to the priest.
It is clear that this cannot be a simple matter of theft, where restitution would be at least double the value of the item stolen.
One-fifth is also the number of redemption, because it is twenty percent. According to Vallowe’s Biblical Mathematics and Don Kistler’s The Arithmetic of God, twenty is the number of Redemption. For example, in Leviticus 27:13 we read,
13 But if he should ever wish to redeem it, then he shall add one-fifth of it to your valuation.
This was in terms of redeeming an unclean animal that was normally to be given to God. But God also required a one-fifth redemption price on the tithes. Leviticus 27:31 reads:
31 If, therefore, a man wishes to redeem part of his tithe, he shall add to it one-fifth of it.
One-fifth, therefore, appears to be the price of redemption. Applied to the thief, it gives him opportunity to redeem himself and to obtain forgiveness without being discouraged by the greater cost of double restitution.
In next month’s article we will conclude our look at Bible Solutions according to Dr. Stephen A. Jones who graciously gives permission for the use of this article.



How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For Some NEW Bible Quizzes

This is a different link to the one we have run for the last few months so, if you enjoyed the other one, have a go with these.


Grace

The boy stood with back arched, head cocked back and hands clenched defiantly. "Go ahead, give it to me." 

The principal looked down at the young rebel. "How many times have you been here?"

The child sneered rebelliously, "Apparently not enough."

The principal gave the boy a strange look. "And you have been punished each time have you not?"

"Yeah, I been punished, if that's what you want to call it." He threw out his small chest, "Go ahead I can take whatever you dish out. I always have."

"And no thought of your punishment enters your head the next time you decide to break the rules does it?"

"Nope, I do whatever I want to do. Ain't nothin' you people gonna do to stop me either."

The principal looked over at the teacher who stood nearby. "What did he do this time?"

"Fighting. He took little Tommy and shoved his face into the sandbox."

The principal turned to look at the boy, "Why? What did little Tommy do to you?"

"Nothin'. I didn't like the way he was lookin' at me, just like I don't like the way you’re lookin' at me! And if I thought I could do it, I'd shove your face into something."

The teacher stiffened and started to rise but a quick look from the principal stopped him. He contemplated the child for a moment and then quietly said, "Today, my young student, is the day you learn about grace."

"Grace? Isn't that what you old people do before you sit down to eat? I don't need none of your stinkin' grace."

"Oh, but you do."

 The principal studied the young mans face and whispered. "Oh yes, you truly do..." The boy continued to glare as the principal continued, "Grace, in its short definition, is unmerited favor. You cannot earn it-- it is a gift and is always freely given.  It means that you will not be getting what you so richly deserve."

The boy looked puzzled. "You're not gonna whup me?  You just gonna let me walk?"

The principal looked down at the unyielding child. "Yes, I am going to let you walk."

The boy studied the face of the principal, "No punishment at all? Even though I socked Tommy and shoved his face into the sandbox?"

"Oh, there has to be punishment.   What you did was wrong and there are always consequences to our actions. There will be punishment. Grace is not an excuse for doing wrong."

"I knew it," sneered the boy as he held out his hands. "Let’s get on with it." 

The principal nodded toward the teacher.  "Bring me the belt."

The teacher presented the belt to the principal.  He carefully folded it in two and then handed it back to the teacher. He looked at the child and said. "I want you to count the blows." He slid out from behind his desk and walked over to stand directly in front of the young man. He gently reached out and folded the child's outstretched, expectant hands together and then turned to face the teacher with his own hands outstretched.  One quiet word came forth from his mouth.  "Begin." The belt whipped down on the outstretched hands of the principal.

Crack!  The young man jumped ten feet in the air.  Shock registered across his face, "One" he whispered.

Crack!  "Two." His voice raised an octave.

Crack!  "Three..." He couldn't believe this.

Crack!  "Four." Big tears welled up in the eyes of the rebel. "OK stop! That's enough. Stop!"

Crack!  Came the belt down on the callused hands of the principal.

Crack!  The child flinched with each blow, tears beginning to stream down his face.

Crack! Crack!

"No please", the former rebel begged, “Stop, I did it, I'm the one who deserves it. Stop! Please. Stop..."Still the blows came--Crack! Crack! One after another. Finally it was over.

The principal stood with sweat glistening across his forehead and beads trickling down his face. Slowly he knelt down. He studied the young man for a second and then his swollen hands reached out to cradle the face of the weeping child.

"Grace..." he simply said.



PRAYER
Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this day with humble hearts,

Knowing that, in our own state of sinfulness, we are totally unworthy to approach you.

But, through your uncompromising love
Shown to us in the sacrifice of your own Son in full payment of OUR debt

We are able to come boldly unto your throne

Knowing that there we will find mercy and forgiveness

If we but ask for it in His name.

We have strayed far from the paths that you prepared for us

And there is little goodness in us.

And yet still you love us with all your heart.

Father, right here and now, wherever we may be in our earthly walk,

We ask you to fill us with you Holy Spirit.

Help us to overcome the temptations of Satan and his followers

So that we can shine like the stars in your crown.

So that we can be a glowing example to those of your children who know you not,
And let us be instruments for you in drawing the lost to Jesus

So that, one day, we and they can meet you face-to-face in your eternal kingdom.

These things we ask

In the precious name of Jesus.

OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.
I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem! 


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother


By Yvette Burleigh


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philosopherspearl.com/" ��The Philosopher’s Pearl�


Some thought provoking ideas for sceptics





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created, their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


POEMS


� HYPERLINK "http://321greetings.com/illbestandinghere.htm" ��I’ll Be Standing There� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/syndrina/InspirationByKim.html" ��Ahhh� * 


PRAYER


� HYPERLINK "http://www.attictrinkets.com/fivepray/fivepray.html" ��Five Finger Prayer� *


 SONGS


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rdmnxdesigns.com/train.html" ��Long Black Train� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rdmnxdesigns.com/footprints.html" ��Footprints� *


Two more beautiful presentations of old favourites from Rdmnx Designs











   MAILBOX   





 GUEST EDITORIAL 


By Jerry Miller











GOD AND THE GEESE


Shared by Yvette Burleigh


There was once a man who didn't believe in God and he didn't hesitate to let others know how he felt about religion and religious holidays.  His wife, however, did believe, and she raised their children to also have faith in God and Jesus, despite his disparaging comments.


One snowy Eve, his wife was taking their children to service in the farm community in which they lived.  They were to talk about Jesus' birth. She asked him to come, but he refused.  "That story is nonsense!" he said. "Why would God lower Himself to come to Earth as a man? That's ridiculous!"  So she and the children left, and he stayed home.


A while later, the winds grew stronger and the snow turned into a blizzard. As the man looked out the window, all he saw was a blinding snowstorm. He sat down to relax before the fire for the evening. Then he heard a loud thump.  Something had hit the window. He looked out, but couldn't see more than a few feet.  When the snow let up a little, he ventured outside to see what could have been beating on his window. 


In the field near his house he saw a flock of wild geese. Apparently they had been flying south for the winter when they got caught in the snowstorm and couldn't go on. They were lost and stranded on his farm, with no food or shelter. They just flapped their wings and flew around the field in low circles, blindly and aimlessly. A couple of them had flown into his window, it seemed.


The man felt sorry for the geese and wanted to help them. The barn would be a great place for them to stay, he thought. It's warm and safe; surely they could spend the night and wait out the storm.  So he walked over to the barn and opened the doors wide, then watched and waited, hoping they would notice the open barn and go inside. But the geese just fluttered around aimlessly and didn't seem to notice the barn or realize what it could mean for them.  The man tried to get their attention, but that just seemed to scare them, and they moved further away. 


He went into the house and came with some bread, broke it up, and made a bread crumb trail leading to the barn. They still didn't catch on. Now he was getting frustrated. He got behind them and tried to shoo them toward the barn, but they only got more scared and scattered in every direction except toward the barn.  Nothing he did could get them to go into the barn where they would be warm and safe.


"Why don't they follow me?!" he exclaimed. "Can't they see this is the only place where they can survive the storm?"  He thought for a moment and realized that they just wouldn't follow a human. "If only I were a goose, then I could save them," he said out loud.  Then he had an idea. 


He went into barn, got one of his own geese, and carried it in his arms as he circled around behind the flock of wild geese.  He then released it. His goose flew through the flock and straight into the barn -- and one-by-one, the other geese followed it to safety.


He stood silently for a moment as the words he had spoken a few minutes earlier replayed in his mind: "If only I were a goose, then I could save them!" Then he thought about what he had said to his wife earlier. "Why would God want to be like us? That's ridiculous!"


Suddenly it all made sense. That is what God had done. We were like the geese--blind, lost, perishing.  God had His Son become like us so He could show us the way and save us.


As the winds and blinding snow died down, his soul became quiet and pondered this wonderful thought.  Suddenly he understood why Christ had come.


Years of doubt and disbelief vanished with the passing storm. He fell to his knees in the snow, and prayed his first prayer: "Thank You, God, for coming in human form to get me out of the storm!" 





God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning – the sixth day.


Genesis 1:31











Food For Thought


As the title of this column implies, the following is offered as food for thought.  As editor of “Making A Difference,” I neither endorse nor refute what the author says but would welcome readers’ comments.  So please send yours for us to share.  Ed.


The Sixth Seal 


By James Lloyd of Apocalypse Chronicles © radio broadcast


As I write these words, the Sumatra tsunami that struck on the morning of December 26th 2004 has killed over a quarter of a million people and the aftermath of the lethal event has become widely known. Some are saying the death count will continue to soar up to half a million. Media accounts, including video tape of the enormous waves crashing on the shore as multitudes in its path fled for their lives, have dominated the news for weeks.


As most people know, the gigantic tsunami (a term for a particular type of tidal wave) was triggered by an enormous 9.3 Earthquake that struck the Indian Ocean. Several million people have been dislocated from their homes and their jobs, and vast numbers of people have seen every vestige of their existence wiped away in a single stroke.


Geologists are now saying that many islands were moved, the entire WORLD has been “vibrating” as a result of this mega-catastrophe, and scientists are stating they believe the event was only the beginning a larger series of catastrophes that are now beginning. Although data is still begin collected, we now know that the entire PLANET is now rotating just a bit faster than it did. In short, the sheer scope of this unprecedented calamity is completely off the charts.


Revelation Six


Although many Bible prophecy commentators are pointing to this event as a significant portent of the future series of judgments commonly referred to as The Great Tribulation, we now believe that with this event, the tribulation has already begun.


While most prophecy teachers are expecting the “rapture” followed by the tribulation, long ago I came to the conclusion that this expectation is scripturally flawed (Galatians 4:16). Although this view is extremely unpopular, I must bear witness to what I have learned. In this regard, it’s important to point out that months ago, Christian Media publicly predicted that a huge Earthquake was most likely the very next event to occur in the prophetic calendar.


On the Apocalypse Chronicles daily prophecy radio broadcast, we have steadily predicted the events that we are NOW seeing – including specific statements that the next event we expected was the “great earthquake” of Revelation’s sixth seal. For example, on July 23rd 2003, I stated my belief that the next event that is scheduled to occur is the sixth seal described in Revelation Six:


“It looks as though now, that we’re already in the 5th seal, and the 6th seal is the beginning of the tribulational events….. If we’re on track, we would next expect the sixth seal” – (The Apocalypse Chronicles prophecy radio broadcast, July 23 2003).


For the benefit of those that have not been studying these things, scripture makes it clear that the very first event associated with the sixth seal is a great Earthquake:


“And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake….” (Revelation 6:12)


As I’ve continued to intensely study the prophetic chronology, my perspective has been progressively refined. For example, over a year after the previous statement, in September of 2004, I went out on a limb (again) and issued the following projection:


“We presently are looking at a timeline that satisfies all of the major scriptural outlines, the barriers, the borders, the perimeters of the model that we believe the Lord has given us. And that tells us we should be in the trumpets before the end of the year…..” (The Apocalypse Chronicles prophecy radio broadcast, September 14, 2004)


Because the trumpets are part of the sixth seal, this statement, and others made on the prophecy broadcast, amount to a specific prediction that the inaugural event of the sixth seal, a great Earthquake, would occur “before the end of the year.” I note that the huge 9.3 Earthquake actually hit on Sunday December 26th 2004 – just before the end of the year.


The Trumpets Are Part Of The Sixth Seal


Because so few people have been taught the truth about Bible prophecy, a few things need to be pointed out. The “seals” may be thought of as something similar to the sealing of an envelope. When you open an envelope, as the breaking of the seal progresses, you can see more of the contents within that `envelope.’


The “trumpet” judgments of Revelation, as described in chapters 8 and 9, all describe violent events that are initiated as an angel blows a trumpet. The last cluster of tribulational judgments in Revelation, known as the vials (think small vials that hold a potent liquid), further describe events as angels pour out these vials. All the trumpet judgments occur within the 6th seal, and the “vial” judgments overlap with the latter part of the trumpets. This is demonstrated by the text itself and is a prophetic truth that I have taught for many years.


The simple fact is each of these groups of end-times judgments overlap. This is clear from Revelation, because the present world order comes to an end at the 7th of each set of judgments (the 7th seal, the 7th trumpet, the 7th vial). Indeed, unless we’re prepared to believe the world ends 3 times, they must overlap.


In the sixth seal, we see various elements of events that occur as part of the trumpets, and part of the vials. For instance, during the sixth seal we see the well-known description wherein “the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood” (Revelation 6:12). This event has been widely predicted in the Bible, including specific prophecies made by Jesus Christ Himself, as well as several of the Major Prophets such as Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Joel.


The 5th Seal – The Persecution Of Christians


What is particularly interesting is the great Earthquake of the sixth seal inaugurates events that are closely associated with the term the Wrath of God. While most people concede that Earthquakes are Acts of God, few are ready to acknowledge that this terrible judgment is actually a part of the Wrath of God.


Since the fifth seal describes the martyrs of Jesus, I wondered if there has actually been enough Christians martyred to fulfil the description of the persecution seen in that fifth seal. I knew that Moslems were killing Christians in Islamic nations, but I had no idea just how bad the situation actually has become. Many already know that in the various Middle Eastern Sheikhdoms, any Moslem that converts to Christianity is arrested and routinely tortured to try to force them to re-convert to Islam. Communist persecution against Christians is also still very prevalent. In North Korea and China, believers in JESUS CHRIST are regularly arrested, beaten, and frequently never heard from again.


One report recently stated that Christians have been murdered in about 40 countries in the last 4 years! In fact, the more I looked for Christian persecution, the more I found it. In Haiti, gunmen recently killed a popular Christian radio personality even as the Iranian government just arrested 80 Christians in a “religious raid.” Believers are in jail for the “crime” of being Christian in Eritrea, Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, Myanmar, North Korea, Laos, China, Sudan, Vietnam, and other far away locales.


In India, a human rights watch group says 3 believers were recently kidnapped by a militant anti-Christian group where the hostages were "severely beaten and tied to a sacred tree….” The kidnapping and murder of Christians has also recently occurred in Nepal, Afghanistan, Chechnya, and Kazakhstan. Last year, we saw that terrible hostage crisis in Russia where dozens of people that were being held in a gymnasium included numerous Christian children that were murdered by Chechen Moslem terrorists. Ultimately, over 150 people were murdered in cold blood in that evil action, and a Russian minister has reported that about 50 children taken from a local Christian church were among those killed in the massacre in Beslan, Russia. 


Meanwhile, the Sudan is the scene of a mass genocide in the Darfur region where well over 50,000 have died – many of which were African Christians murdered by Arabic Moslem zealots in league with the government. A similar wholesale persecution is underway in Iraq where Arab Christians are fleeing to Kurdish controlled areas in the North. At the same time, Christians are being arrested in Laos, Nigeria, and Chad.


The Sixth Seal And The Wrath Of God


After realizing that the persecution of Christians was so widespread that the fifth seal could very well have been `opened,’ I began to consider the possibility that the next significant event would be the opening of the sixth seal – the beginning of the tribulation.


Over the last 18 months, I slowly came to the conclusion that the sixth seal, which I had already determined included the trumpets and vials, was about to begin. In my various prophecy writings, and on my daily prophecy radio program, I began to warn all who would hear that the sixth seal with the trumpet judgments was about to open, and the next big event would be of a geologic nature:


“About the actual mortality rate that’s about to occur…..a great terrifying event is about to occur and a lot of people are going to die…..the trumpets look to have what would be described as geologic aspects. When the trumpets blow, the operative word is geology.” (The Apocalypse Chronicles radio broadcast, 01/26/2004)


Over the course of 2004, I repeatedly referenced “the great earthquake” that is the first element of the sixth seal. A year ago, on the Apocalypse Chronicles radio program, I extensively discussed what was coming in the form of “the great earthquake” that begins the tribulational cycle:


“There’s a kick-off Earthquake……we see Earthquakes in the scriptures a lot, Earthquakes in diverse places. That doesn’t necessarily register to us. We don’t look at it and realize, ok, how big an Earthquake? Now in a couple of places we see the Bible speaks about an Earthquake that is unprecedented. An Earthquake that’s just huge, just vast, just a monster Earthquake.


“We’re talking about Earthquake on a magnitude that is not quite…nothing in our experience prepares us for this….when we see Earthquake in the text we just read it, but it somehow doesn’t compute here….we’re talking [about the death of] 40,000, 50,000, 80,000 people.” (The Apocalypse Chronicles radio broadcast, 01/26/2004)


After the deadly 9.3 undersea earthquake struck and the true extent of this judgment began to sink in, I realized that the LORD was showing me this great shaking was the inaugural event of the tribulational judgments that we have expected for so many years. In fact, realizing that the sixth seal is essentially the LORD’s response to the fifth seal martyr’s cry “how long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth,” I can see that this event is also associated with the beginning of the vengeance of God.


As I had been studying the list of nations that have persecuted the Christians, I also compiled the list of nations with people that were killed by the great Earthquake and tsunami. I was stunned to realize that of the 12 nations with casualties, every single one of the countries with a significant death rate have populations where a majority of the people follow a non-Christian religion – and with the exception of many Buddhists, they are heavily Islamic.


Furthermore, two of the worst offenders were Burma and Indonesia, where Christians have been experiencing particularly nasty persecution. The worst offender was Indonesia, which “coincidentally” had the highest death rate of all – well over 100,000 people died in Indonesia alone. As I stated before, this and many other facts which space precludes covering in this brief update, have convinced me that the tribulation has now begun.


Fire From On High Is Next


In accord with this prophetic truth, the next significant prophetic event should be the fiery events that are to occur as the trumpet judgments commence – the first being “hail and fire mingled with blood [that will be] cast upon the earth” (Revelation 8:7) -- with a tremendous defoliation the inevitable result.


I already know that most Christians will reject these conclusions as previous prophecies I’ve issued that have been fulfilled have been deceitfully explained away, or simply scoffed at. Experience has taught me that the majority that receive this writing will also reject these things based on their prophetic traditions (II Timothy 4:4) – and some will angrily write in and demand they never hear from me again. I can’t help that, for all I can do is be faithful to the prophetic call the LORD has placed on my life, and to send it as a word of warning to as many as possible. With this writing I’ve done just that (Hosea 4:6).

















Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD, �Please send me a pony. I never asked for anything before. You can look it up.


Simon.�





The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending; and have the two as close together as possible.


George Burns
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/resources/video/MPVideo/mp22.asx" ��PROPHECY�


With Doug Batchelor





 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt BA


SECOND EDITION NOW SOLD OUT!


The third printing will be available soon so


ORDER YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" �CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM�


     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 





The Sherry Walter Message


TRANSFORMATION


Everyone and everything is coming undone.


As a thread pulled on a garment it begins to unravel.


The old must no longer remain.


One's new garments must be put on daily. Everyone and everything is being reconstructed.


Can you sense the transformation taking place within?


Can you see what god is doing upon the earth?


He is tearing down and rebuilding.


God is righteous and just. 


Those in Christ Jesus are dying more and more to their flesh.


The church is beginning to fear God Almighty for who he is.


Realizing as a body we are merely servants - nothing more and nothing less. 


We are here for our Master’s service, laying down our lives for our brethren. 


All who have exalted themselves above God:


Buildings, and houses, raised in power and authority, will be knocked down. 


All who seek fame and fortune, all who seek a name for themselves, will now be brought low.


All will now learn how to remain humble.


God is a jealous God.


The Lord takes second place to no one.  The world will know that God Almighty is in control.


Man's false sense of security is now exposed.  Fear will continue to be on the faces of many.


Yet many will still refuse to seek the lord. 


They rely on self.


 They put their faith in molten images.


They put their faith in man. 


They covet man's anointings. 


Humble thyself and submit before the living God.  Repent for rebellion, envy, and pride.


Turn to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


What was built upon unstable ground now falls.  Idols are crushed and burned.


Nothing can stand or last, if God is not the head of it.


Guaranteed.


It will fail.   It will fold. 


Many shall realize in their frail states, they are solely dependant upon the Lord.


Many shall now understand if the Lord does not receive their all,


They will not receive all God has for them.


When you give you will receive.  When you reach out God responds generously. 


There is only One in which to build upon.


The Lord has the blue prints.  He has a grand master plan.


The Lord knows exactly how he wants his temple rebuilt. 


Your body is God's holy temple.


When you build your life on and around Christ Jesus, He moulds and shapes you daily.


You are continually changing.  You are being perfected in righteousness. 


In everything a child of God says or does, he does it for God at all cost.


To die is not the end it is the beginning.


Store no treasures on this earth.


Your treasure is remaining with Christ Jesus for eternity in heaven.


What more could anyone ask for?


 Ephesians 2:22


In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 


  


 

















A MOMENT TO CONSIDER


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider, 


Servant Soldier Ministries


The Pruning of My Heart�By Ginger Boda


I gazed out my kitchen window as my husband, Mark, climbed up his ladder to begin cutting away the bare branches of our Chinese Persimmon tree in our backyard.   Watching Mark wield his saw this way and that way, as each leafless, fruitless branch fell to the ground, I caught his eye and smiled. In due time, I knew we would reap the efforts of his labor.


I too, was being pruned, I thought.  Oddly enough, around the month of February, trials or changes occurred that resulted in the cutting away of relationships, bad attitudes, transgressions, or all of the above. Recalling many of those "painful pruning seasons" that day, I shook my head in utter understanding.


Looking up once again, I remembered the first time we laid eyes on that odd looking tree just three years before. Its disappointing harvest, with only six persimmons, seemed to take forever to ripen in the fall.  What use was that tree, except for a bit o' shade, we thought.


When February came that year, Mark chopped away at the barren limbs, without much knowledge of why he should, except for hearing that pruning was important. The bare branches, reaching for the sky, seemed to cry out for attention anyway; therefore, he snipped and shaped away.


Through the next two seasons, our leafy tree did provide protection from the sun's torridity.  Moreover, we noticed that not only were the leaves fuller; the harvest of fruit nearly tripled.  My sister in law (who worked in a grocery store) recognized the fruit, informing us of its high-priced value. "Hmm," we thought, "how strange that something that seemed undesirable, could actually be of worth to others." Consequently, we bagged up the 15 pieces of edible solid mass, giving away most to our friends and family.


The following pruning season Mark went about his dutiful task of cutting away the empty outgrowth once again.  By fall, our Persimmon tree produced such an abundance of apple-like sweet fruit, it took us hours to pick and bag it all.  Amazing, we thought, from six pieces to over a hundred!  Who would have known that to cut away -- is to bring forth?


While I stood there at my kitchen window, watching the barren limbs fall into their dumpster destiny for the third year, I clearly saw the handiwork of our Creator through the hand of my gardening husband.  A verse from the Bible popped into my mind:


I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit; he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. (John 15: 1-2).


How many times had I struggled in uncomfortable circumstances, making the inevitable process more painful? How many times had I wept over my losses, unable to embrace their meaningful purpose?  How often had I cried out to God to stop the pain, rejection and death that surrounded me, only to find myself a better and wiser person, for the experience?


Each time a piece of my fruitless life was cut off, I learned to blossom.  Through the testing of relationships, I learned patience.  Because of health afflictions, I learned to intercede for others more deeply.   When a loved one passed away, I learned true empathy and compassion. Whenever my feelings were hurt or my expectations shattered, I learned to let go and forgive.  Furthermore, if my life was going to produce spiritual fruit, I had to be pliable when God reckoned it was time to cut away the old and make room for the new.


In raising my own children, the human spirit appeared truly fragile to me.  I remember taking great care not to break their spirits as I tended to their stubborn wills. Having survived that parental pruning, those young adults have often come to Mark and I, thanking us for many of those tough decisions we made when they were growing up.  The fruits of our labor were evident in their lives; it was like getting a glimpse of the heart of God for us - His own children.


I looked again at our faithful Persimmon tree, standing dormant and still that day.  The sun would shine through its empty limbs for a while, bringing nourishment and warmth.  It would not look pretty for sometime, nor would it give shade. However, the day would come when its lush leaves would flourish once again, casting an umbrella of comfort against the heat of the day.  Its abundance of sweet fruit would soon bless many that pass by, freely satisfying their taste buds.  Those who knew its value would be grateful.


I wiped my tears away, and relinquished a nod of acceptance to my Creator.  This trial will pass, I surmised, and I too, will feel the warmth and nurture of the Son in my life.  Though some may view me as dormant for now, the time will come when I will be able to comfort and shelter others with the same comfort I have received.  Consequently, as the next pruning season for me approaches, I determine to struggle far less, and trust more; I resolve to cry fewer tears, and endure with increased faith. I decide to "be still and know that He is God."


Yes, the pruning is necessary, but it is only for a season.  You will one day taste the fruit of His labor.





THE BKM PLEDGE


As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."


Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.


It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.


"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.


I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY DAY


I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.


  THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED


 WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS


If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium


PLEASE �HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org?subject=PRAYER PARTNER NEEDED"��WRITE� TO US


Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.


 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES


FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR


(That's less than forty cents a week!)


YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY


AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE


 


TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES


 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �Email� your pledge NOW and send all donations to:


Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.


(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the Australian banks won't accept anything else!)


 Jesus said,


"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)


 AND


WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS


SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING!  WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!


SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.


 God bless you all.


David R Holt











A video presentation that no one who cares about eternity should miss.


Because it takes a while to download, it is suggested that you click the link above and then continue to read Making a Difference until you hear the soundtrack begin.  Please believe me; it is WELL worth the wait.











Rainbow's End


By Malta


 


When your traveled road seems rough and rocky


When your days seem so dark and dreary


Just look up keep your focus on Him,


There is a light shining at the tunnels' end.


 


When life seems to bring you untold sadness,�When all around you seems yet hopeless,


Just look up and seek His glorious face


Remember that God still covers with grace.


 


When tears are streaming down your face


When it seems trials and troubles engulf 


Just look up and draw closer to Him,


That's the time to sing a little hymn.


 


When hurts and pains just keep raining


When your countenance fast is waning


Just look up and see the promise grand,


All will be at peace at the rainbows' end.








HAVE YOUR SAY!


Do you have any questions?


Do you have any suggestions?


Do you have any ideas?


Then why not visit a great new Christian forum site where YOU can post your very own thoughts, opinions and ideas as well as post questions where everyone visiting the forum can offer their answers?


Click below to visit this great new web site where YOUR comments are important.


� HYPERLINK "http://wolvesforchrist.com/forum/" ��WFC Christian Forums


�By the way, just because this site is owned and operated by a great Christian teenager, it’s NOT just for young people.


EVERYONE IS WELCOME


So, whether you are 9 or 90, why not take a while to visit right now and register as a contributor?�









BEYOND PRISON 


With Yvette Burleigh











Think About It!


A Steven Wright Gem shared by Nancy Wall


Why do psychics have to ask you for your name?
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