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Greetings and God's blessings to you all

If you are reading your very first "Making a Difference" I extend a special welcome to you and hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share.  And if you have been a member of the Beloved King Ministries’ flock for some time, whether you are a regular correspondent or a passive reader who has enjoyed receiving our magazine each month I want you to know that you are prayed for every single day.  I love every single one of you and praise God for you.  
I want to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share items with us and especially to those dear people who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially.  If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
I pray that God will abundantly bless you as we begin another new year, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and those most dear to you will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail in wonderful new ways.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm or distressed.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.
David R Holt
IMPORTANT REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  If possible please send the change of address from your OLD address because, if I happen to miss it, Mailbox Filter will reject it if you send it from your new one.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  There are two options available to you.  One is in MS Office Word and all you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel and the magazine will open).  The other is as a PDF file which requires Adobe Reader.  If you don’t have Adobe Reader, a link to download it FREE is provided in the notice.  Once installed on your computer, it will allow trouble-free access to not only ‘Making a Difference’ but also to many other web sites so I strongly recommend installing it on your computer.  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

Of course, all past editions of Making A Difference are on the Beloved King Ministries’ web site too. Just click HERE and then, when the home page opens, click the “Making A Difference” button fifth from the top on the left of your screen. Then click the editions you want to see.
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DISCLAIMER 
Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
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During January I took a vacation in New Zealand to spend some quality time with my youngest son Clinton and my little granddaughter Madison and her mother Jennifer.  Being with my family was wonderful – a gift from God – and I have already shared some personal stories with friends.  But there is something else that happened whilst I was across the Tasman that I want to look at today.
In the thirteen days that I was in New Zealand there were no less than seventeen earthquakes that were categorized as more than mere tremors (magnitude 3 and over).  With its location on the Pacific “Ring of Fire” New Zealand is always being shaken by the natural movement of the earth’s tectonic plates but this latest spate of earthquakes – seismologists refer to them as “swarms” – is well above what can normally be expected.  There were, of course, those I refer to as the “Triple Ps” – Perennial Prophets of Pathos – who gloomily predicted that the increase in tectonic activity was the precursor of “The Big One” that would probably wipe out a major city somewhere.  What such doomsayers forget is that every little quake is the evidence of a spontaneous release of frictional pressure at a fault line and has, in actual fact, more than likely reduced the likelihood of a more cataclysmic event.
For those readers interested in such things, a list of recent earthquakes in New Zealand can be seen at http://www.geonet.org.nz/recent_quakes.html  and this will show that the most powerful was magnitude 5.5 just a few kilometres from the nation’s capital, Wellington.  There was also one magnitude 3.6 only 20 km from where I was staying at Hastings.  Of course, none of these was comparable with the terrible Indian Ocean earthquake of December 26th at magnitude 9 – the fourth largest since 1900.  If you are very interested, some interesting facts and fantasies of earthquakes can be found at http://earthquake.usgs.gov/bytopic/megaqk_facts_fantasy.html too but the aspect of these geological phenomena that I want to discuss is their association with Jesus’ return.
In last month’s ‘Making a Difference’ I wrote concerning the Asian disaster and referred to Jesus’ prophecy in Matthew 24:7 that, immediately before His return, there would be famines and earthquakes in various places.  It has been well documented among theologians of various denominations that the world is now in the (final) “Laodicean Age” described by Jesus in Revelation 3:14-22 and that the next event will be Jesus’ return.  Whilst He said that not even He knows exactly when that will be, He certainly gave numerous pointers by which we can recognise its imminence of which earthquakes are but one.  Famine is rife throughout central and northern Africa and has been for a long time.  Wars and rumours of wars head up news bulletins almost daily.
In chapter 21 of my book, “God’s Deal With YOU” I discussed how modern (at the time of writing – 1998) technology could be leading up to the encoding of every living person on the planet in accordance with “The Mark of The Beast” of Revelation 13 and it is now thirteen months since ‘Making a Difference’ carried the story of the Jacobs family being the first to be implanted with the VariChip which the article likened to a twenty-first century version of “The Mark.”  In those thirteen months several thousand more Americans have been implanted and young people in particular are flocking to the latest trendy fad and be “chipped.”  How long will it take for governments across the world to realise the benefits (to THEM) of making implantation mandatory?  Jesus said, “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.  At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other.” (Matthew 24:9, 10).  Do you see a connection here to Revelation 13:17 where we are told, “no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name.”  Beloved, I suggest to you that, once the infrastructure is in place, universal implantation will be among the top priorities of capitalist and communist nations.  

So what else did Jesus say about the signs of His soon coming?  “Many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.” (Matthew 24:11).  Well, this has already been happening for a long time and, just as Jesus predicted, MANY are being deceived by them.  Why?  Quite simply, because, in this age of labour-saving technology, it is easier to take whatever some self-proclaimed “evangelist” says than to diligently study the Scriptures as the Bereans did when they heard Paul’s teaching (see Acts 17:11).  The lies that those charlatans proliferate are staggering and much of “God’s Deal With YOU” is taken up with exposing them so don’t say I didn’t warn you!
Jesus said, “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.” (Matthew 24:12. 13).  Did you notice Jesus’ words?  MANY will be deceived and the love of MOST will grow cold!  Compare this with His words in Matthew 7:13, 14.  “Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”  Don’t these words make you earnestly want to know Scriptural truth?  They ought to!  Sure as Hell they ought to!  And, if you think that expression is a colloquialism, think again!  As Jesus has clearly stated, MANY will find the road to destruction!  Do you want to be one of them?
That is, of course, up to you.  NO ONE else can decide for you and the ONLY safe way to make the decisions necessary to find the narrow road to life is to prayerfully read your Bible.  Be a Berean.  Don’t take anything I or any other Christian teacher tells you as truth until you have thoroughly checked it out in the Word.  Don’t get sucked in by many so-called Christians’ excuse for their lies that “it all depends on how you interpret the Bible.”  That’s a crock!  God didn’t inspire His word to be cryptic.  Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” (John 14:15) and the commandments that He gave to Moses on Mt Sinai are clear and to the point.  Is there any part of those commandments that is hard to understand?  No there isn’t!  And Jesus also said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them.  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen; will by any means disappear from the law until everything is accomplished.” (Matthew 5:17, 18).  Yet, even here, preachers and teachers say that “everything was accomplished” when Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected.  I can only assume that such teachers don’t believe that Jesus is coming again to resurrect the faithful to eternal life and the wicked to eternal destruction (see Daniel 12:2 and John 5:28, 29).  No wonder Jesus’ brother James wrote, “Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.” (James 3:1).  And so they should be!!  It’s one thing to make bad decisions about your own salvation but to teach them to others is, literally, diabolical!  (That word means, “of the devil” by the way!)  
Of course, there is one other requirement to be fulfilled before the Saviour can return though.  He mentioned that in Matthew 24:14. “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”  Now this is a very well-known verse.  Or is it?  
I challenge each one of you to test this out during February.  Ask any Christian friend to quote it without referring to his or her Bible.  Even if they get the wording exactly as it is in their particular translation, I still believe that they will miss the true import of it.  Ask this question:  “What is the gospel about?”  I’ll wager that less than half the people you ask will tell you it’s about Christ’s KINGDOM.  Most will tell you that the gospel is the good news about Jesus but that isn’t what HE said is it?  Then ask about the gospel being preached to the whole world.  They will probably tell you that is happening big time today with numerous evangelists travelling to remote corners of the planet.  Yes they are, but WHAT are they preaching and teaching?  Certainly not what Jesus taught!  He said, “THIS gospel of the kingdom” – not any old gospel that makes the preacher and his or her listeners feel good.  As a simple basic evaluation of their worth, just check out whether those evangelists obey ALL the commandments.  John wrote, “The man who says, ‘I know Him’ but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (1 John 2:4).  Are you prepared to entrust your very salvation to such a teacher?  I sincerely hope not!
I believe that, whilst the increase in earthquakes and the other events that Jesus prophesied would precede His return are signs of the times, there is still much more to be fulfilled before God sends His Son to complete the work He started 2000 years ago.  Having so said though, I am also amazed at the rapidity with which technological advances are made these days.  Yes, Jesus’ return IS imminent and I believe it may be more imminent than we imagine.  

How much will God tolerate before he says, “Enough! Go now my Son.” And the reapers begin to swing their sickles?  Will God allow the cloning of humans for example?  CAN He?  Whilst most responsible governments have already outlawed human cloning, it’s only a matter of time until some “mad scientist” decides to take the law into his own hands.  It may have already happened.

But none of these things really matter to you or to me.  We have no control over what other people do but we DO have control over what WE do.  What matters is that we walk as Jesus did.  “If anyone obeys His word, God’s love is truly made complete in him.  This is how we know we are in Him: Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.” (1 John 2:5, 6).  Wars and famines and earthquakes will increase but what will YOU be doing?  “As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and being given in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the Ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away.  That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.” (Matthew 24:37-39)
If you have read this editorial, never again can you be like those people who were washed away by the flood.  Go now and read Jesus entire discourse in Matthew 24 and 25 and then make sure that YOU will be on that narrow path that leads to life.  Jesus died for you to be there!  He made it possible.  Surely obeying Him isn’t too much to ask.

I pray that the Holy Spirit will give you enlightenment and understanding so that, when Jesus comes in the clouds with all the angels from heaven in great glory, you will join Him in the air.
DRH
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Re:  Indian Ocean Earthquake and Subsequent Tsunamis 

(Making a Difference, Jan 2005)
Dear David,
Your article about the tragedy that struck countries surrounding the Bay of Bengal in December was interesting.  Whenever such natural disasters happen, I find myself wondering where God is.  After all, Jesus was able to stop a storm in an instant so why does He allow hundreds of thousands to suffer and die in a split-second?  You wrote that there were probably a lot more than 50 righteous people in the places hit by the tsunamis but didn’t offer any answer to that.  If you were right, why DID God allow it?
Thank you for sharing biblical truths that, until we began receiving Making a Difference, we had not known.  You are right – they were there all the time in my Bible but finding them would have taken longer than we may live and the church we were attending certainly never taught them.  I particularly like the way that you advise your readers to check everything you say in the Scriptures before believing it.  Obviously tradition for its own sake means very little to you and, for that, we will be eternally grateful.

We pray that God will richly reward you for leading His stray sheep back to His fold of truth and look forward to thanking you personally one day in His kingdom.
(As you say) In Jesus’ love,

Michael and Janet Briggs.

Thank you Michael and Janet for your kind supportive comments.  I believe we must all do whatever we can to tear down Satan’s strongholds because he is working overtime as he knows his time is short (Rev. 12:12).  I have written before that Satan is much more interested in corrupting sincere people who ardently WANT to serve the true Creator and Saviour than those who couldn’t care less.  They are already his by default!  It must follow therefore that, the more you search for truth, the more false teachers Satan will send your way.  So, far from being dismayed or discouraged by those teachers, I suggest you should rejoice that you have learned to recognise them and do your best to do for them what I have done for you.  But it isn’t I that has done it – it is YOURSELVES.  Without open minds and an eagerness to accept different ideas – once you have established them as the whole truth and nothing but the truth – from what your traditions may have taught you, you could just wallow in deception for the rest of your lives and, when you stand before the Great Judge, hear those dreadful words, “Away from me. I never knew you.”
You are absolutely right – I LOATHE tradition for its own sake!  Look what it has done to literally billions of precious people through the ages.  They are born and taught their families’ traditional religious beliefs from birth and, in the vast majority of cases, never once question those beliefs.  Humans are inherently gullible!  Even worse though, when someone comes along and tries to show them their errors, they vehemently vilify and denounce that person as everything from a heretic to Satan incarnate!  I’ve had both many times!  It used to bother me but I have learned, as you obviously have, that it is all prophesied in Scripture.  As Jesus said, “Such things must happen, but the end is still to come…  At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other.”  (Matthew 24:6b, 10).  For what it’s worth my brother and sister, the only thanks that I will want or need will be to SEE YOU in the kingdom.  If you are there because of what you learned through me, that will give me more joy than I can even imagine right now.  The Word says we shall be given crowns and you will be jewels in mine!
Which brings me to your initial question.  To be honest, I don’t really know why God allows the suffering that events such as those of December 26th bring other than to reiterate Jesus’ prophecy (just quoted) and to look forward to hearing His explanation when we meet Him face-to-face.  See you there!       DRH
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Joe Arpaio Elected Again
Shared by Brenda DeMarco

Needless to say he was re elected again this year.  Sheriff Joe Arpaio (in Arizona) who created the tent city jail has meals down to 40 cents a serving and charges the inmates for them. He stopped smoking and porno magazines in the jails.  He took away their weights. Cut off all but "G" movies.  He started chain gangs so the inmates could do free work on county and city projects.  Then he started chain gangs for women so he wouldn't get sued for discrimination.  He took away cable TV until he found out there was a federal court order that required cable TV for jails.  So he hooked up the cable TV again only let in the Disney channel and the weather channel.  When asked why the weather channel he replied, “So they will know how hot it's gonna be while they are working on my chain gangs.”  He cut off coffee since it has zero nutritional value.  When the inmates complained, he told them, "This isn't the Ritz/Carlton. If you don't like it, don't come back."

He bought Newt Gingrich's lecture series on videotape that he pipes into the jails.

More on the Arizona Sheriff:  With temperatures being even hotter than usual in Phoenix (116 degrees just set a new record), the Associated Press reports: About 2,000 inmates living in a barbed-wire-surrounded tent encampment at the Maricopa County Jail have been given permission to strip down to their government-issued pink boxer shorts. On Wednesday, hundreds of men wearing boxers were either curled up on their bunk beds or chatted in the tents, which reached 138 degrees inside the week before.  Many were also swathed in wet, pink towels as sweat collected on their chests and dripped down to their pink socks.  "It feels like we are in a furnace," said James Zanzot, an inmate who has lived in the tents for 1 1/2 years. "It's inhumane."

Joe Arpaio, the tough-guy sheriff who created the tent city and long ago started making his prisoners wear pink, and eat bologna sandwiches, is not one bit sympathetic.  He said Wednesday that he told all of the inmates: “It's 120 degrees in Iraq and our soldiers are living in tents too, and they have to wear full battle gear, but they didn't commit any crimes, so shut your damned mouths!"

Way to go, Sheriff!  Maybe if all prisons were like this one, there would be a lot less crime and/or repeat offenders.

Criminals should be punished for their crimes - not live in luxury until it's time for their parole, only to go out and commit another crime so they can get back in to live on taxpayers money and enjoy things taxpayers can't afford to have for themselves.
Kopiu Project

By Norma Crabtree
 On 28th Dec 2004 it was my privilege to join a group of 38 builders, electricians, carpenters, plumbers, painters, nurses and cooks and gophers who travelled to the Solomon Islands with the aim of building a High School at Kopiu on the weather coast of Guadalcanal.
 We arrived in Honiara, the Capital late in the evening and that night boarded a local ship, the Atebimo for an all night trip down the coast of Guadalcanal to Kopiu.  Fortunately the sea was calm, but we had a very uncomfortable night sitting up wherever we could find space.  The ship was grossly overloaded with passengers clinging to any available space they could find.
At dawn we travelled through the beautiful Marau Sound, which brought back many happy memories for me when as a child we frequently travelled in our mission ship through this beautiful narrow passage with dense jungle to the waters edge.  And as Dad always called in to the Catholic Mission situated here to either collect or drop off mail for the Brothers, I was thrilled to have the Atebimo do the same.
Around eight in the morning we were offloaded at Kopiu Bay, quite a distance from the Mission station.  It took several hours before everyone and our supplies were carried ashore by dinghy and we commenced the long walk along a jungle track and finally up a steep slippery, muddy hill to the building site.  Here the locals had cleared the jungle and built sleeping quarters and had prepared our dining area.
I was quite dismayed to find that the beautiful Mission Station my parents had worked so hard to establish on this spot back in the early thirties was completely taken over by the jungle.  Where we had beautiful lawns there were now giant trees and dense jungle.  When the 2nd World War broke out in the Pacific and my family returned to Australia we left a beautiful home, church, school building, dormitories for boys and girls, pasture land for the cattle, and where the present High School is built there was a good sized fowl run.
I was sitting beside one of the elderly retired national workers one night and after worship he told me that he was at one time a teacher here at Kopiu for three years.  The school had been transferred from the hill down onto the flat, and during that whole time not once had he even visited the old hilltop site.  It was rumoured that a Ghost resided in our old home and at times could be heard tramping through the house.  So for just on sixty years the devil and the jungle took over.   And it seemed he was not about to hand back control without a fight.  Several years ago the old home was demolished and the timber used for other buildings.
After worship the next morning Ervin, my brother who was in charge of the project, told the group quite bluntly that we could rest for a day or so and then pack up and return home.  The timber for the building had not been cut.  The cement pilings were in place, but the flooring and the steps he had requested months before to be in place before our arrival had not been done.   It sure looked an impossible situation.   So I lifted my hands towards that building site and asked the One who specializes in impossible situations to take over.   And take over He did! 

That night the nationals got busy felling trees and using a portable Lucas mill worked all through the night.  By morning they had sufficient timber cut to allow the team to commence work on the building.  From then on they actually worked in shifts all through the night and day keeping the timber up to the men.   It was not without difficulty, chain saws kept breaking down; one was actually smashed beyond repair when a tree fell on it.   But in spite of sickness and accidents (one that required eighteen stitches to be patched up) fatigue and dehydration (I lost count of the number of I.V. drips our nurse Glenda Friend had to organize, or the minor scratches and injuries which turned into painful ulcers, or infections) we kept working.
It wasn't easy either for Marilyn our head cook to provide food for everyone under difficult conditions.  Our main problem was water which had to be carried up the mountain in buckets.   While our gas lasted we were able to use a B.B.Q. oven for baking bread and buns etc, but after that it was cooking in halved 44gal drums with a fire below and one above.  Amazing how you could turn out sausage rolls, cakes, buns and bread in such contraptions.  I give special appreciation to four national women who faithfully tended our fires, carried water up that slippery mountain and did our washing down in the creek.  From early morning until the work was done at night they stayed with us.
We had a constant battle with fire ants, little microscopic nuisances, hard to detect, but their fiery sting lingers for quite some time, often making sleep impossible.
Heat was another problem, day and night we were in a constant lather of perspiration, and it didn't help to have to crawl under a mosquito net.  But for me the worst part of all was having to walk down the slippery muddy hill each day in order of have a shower, which by the way was just an open pipe by the side of the road, and then having to walk back up the hill and arrive in a worst state than when I left.
But in spite of all the difficulties, the building started to take shape 186 feet by 33 feet, with a veranda down one side.  Four large class rooms, two computer rooms, two teachers’ rooms and a library.   It is nothing short of a miracle that in nine working days the building was complete, painted inside a duck-egg blue, with window trim of white.  The rooms are all lined and the blackboards in place.  The whole building is wired for electricity.  We left a generator already housed in its own little building.
The night before we left, the nationals came from near and far and provided a farewell thank-you feast, held underneath the building.  There were many speeches of appreciation and gifts given to the team, but the most inspiring of all was the re-dedication of this land back to God.   During the evening the lights were turned on in all the rooms and along the long veranda.  What a sight, and what a victory.
It was announced by the National School Committee that night that the new school would be called "Kopiu Ferris High School."   A start has been made but there is much to be done before the opening of school next January.  Dormitories, dining room and kitchen, science lab, landscaping, gardens for food, have all yet to be completed.  Please keep this newest project in your prayers.
My most lasting impression, after the many miracles the Lord performed for us daily, was the total joyous unity of spirit of the entire group.  In spite of the difficulties and hardships, I heard not one word of censure or discouragement.  Even though all were up by 5:15 am and sitting down to worship at 5:30.  Those of us getting breakfast had to be up earlier still.  The men were at work by six and worked hard and long.
By the Thursday of the final week, the building was complete and we had the opportunity of going to a tropical Island resort for four days of rest and recuperation before returning to Brisbane.  I will always be grateful for those four wonderful days, and for the precious memories of working together with a dedicated team of men and women.



 



 
Creative Organist

Shared By Ed Damas
The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the congregation to come up with more money than they were expecting for repairs to the church building. Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute. The substitute wanted to know what to play. "Here's a copy of the service," he said impatiently. "But, you'll have to think of something to play after I make the announcement about the finances."
During the service, the minister paused and said, "Brothers and Sisters, we are in great difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need $4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand up."
At that moment, the substitute organist played "The Star Spangled Banner."
And that is how the substitute became the regular organist!

At Sabbath School they were teaching how God created everything, including human beings. Little Johnny, a child in the kindergarten class, seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs. Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and said, "Johnny what is the matter?" Little Johnny responded, "I have a pain in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife."

The letter, shown below, is an actual letter that was sent to a bank by a 96-year-old woman. The bank manager thought it amusing enough to have it published in the New York Times.

 Dear Sir:

I am writing to thank you for bouncing my check with which I endeavoured to pay my plumber last month. By my calculations, three nanoseconds must have elapsed between his presenting the check and the arrival in my account of the funds needed to honor it. I refer, of course, to the automatic monthly deposit of my entire salary, an arrangement which, I admit, has been in place for only eight years.

You are to be commended for seizing that brief window of opportunity, and also for debiting my account $30 by way of penalty for the inconvenience caused to your bank. My thankfulness springs from the manner in which this incident has caused me to rethink my errant financial ways. I noticed that whereas I personally attend to your telephone calls and letters, when I try to contact you, I am confronted by the impersonal, overcharging, 
pre-recorded, faceless entity which your bank has become.

From now on, I, like you, choose only to deal with a flesh-and-blood person.  My mortgage and loan repayments will therefore and hereafter no longer be automatic, but will arrive at your bank, by check, addressed personally and confidentially to an employee at your bank whom you must nominate. Be aware that it is an offence under the Postal Act for any other person to open such an envelope.
Please find attached an Application Contact Status which I require your chosen employee to complete. I am sorry it runs to eight pages, but in order that I know as much about him or her as your bank knows about me, there is no alternative. Please note that all copies of his or her medical history must be countersigned by a Notary Public, and the mandatory details of his/her financial situation (income, debts, assets and liabilities) must be accompanied by documented proof.
In due course, I will issue your employee with a PIN number which he/she must quote in dealings with me. I regret that it cannot be shorter than 28 digits but, again, I have modeled it on the number of button presses 
required of me to access my account balance on your phone bank service. As they say, imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.
Let me level the playing field further. When you call me, press buttons as follows: 
1 To make an appointment to see me.
2 To query a missing payment.
3 To transfer the call to my living room in case I am there. 
4 To transfer the call to my bedroom in case am sleeping. 
5 To transfer the call to my toilet in case I am attending to nature. 
6 To transfer the call to my mobile phone if I am not at home. 
7 To leave a message on my computer, a password to access my computer is required. Password will be communicated to you at a later date to the Authorized Contact. 
8 To return to the main menu and to listen to options 1 through 7. 
9. To make a general complaint or inquiry. The contact will then be put on hold, pending the attention of my automated answering service.
While this may, on occasion, involve a lengthy wait, uplifting music will play for the duration of the call.
Regrettably, but again following your example, I must also levy an establishment fee to cover the setting up of this new arrangement. 
May I wish you a happy, if ever so slightly less prosperous New Year. 
Your Humble Client 
(Remember: This was written by a 96 year old woman)

AND,


Diane’s Story – The Power of Prayer
A young university student was home for the summer. She had gone to visit some friends one evening and time passed quickly as each shared their various experiences of the past year. She ended up staying longer than planned, and had to walk home alone. She wasn't afraid because it was a small town and she lived only a few blocks away.
As she walked along under the tall elm trees, Diane asked "God" to keep her safe from harm and danger. When she reached the alley, which was a short cut to her house, she decided to take it. However, halfway down the alley she noticed a man standing at the end as though he were waiting for her.
She became uneasy and began to pray, asking for "God's" protection.  Instantly a comforting feeling of quietness and security wrapped round her, she felt as though someone was walking with her.
When she reached the end of the alley, she walked right past the man and arrived home safely. The following day, she read in the newspaper that a young girl had been raped in the same alley just twenty minutes after she had been there.
Feeling overwhelmed by this tragedy and the fact that it could have been her, she began to weep. Thanking the Lord for her safety and to help his young woman, she decided to go to the police station. She felt she could recognize the man, so she told them her story.
The police asked her if she would be willing to look at a line-up to see if she could identify him. She agreed and immediately pointed out the man she had seen in the alley the night before. When the man was told he had been identified, he immediately broke down and confessed.

The officer thanked Diane for her bravery and asked if there was anything they could do for her. She asked if they would ask the man one question. Diane was curious as to why he had not attacked her. When the policeman asked him, he answered, “Because she wasn't alone.” She had two tall men walking on either side of her."
Moral of the story:  Don't underestimate the power of Prayer!

Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ! 

This month I continue to share from the thought-provoking book,
History of Modern Prisons by Dr. Stephen E. Jones,
which compares prisons of today with what the Bible has to say.
This month we look at
The Bible’s Solution – Part 2
Permission is granted for non-commercial purposes to copy and freely quote from the contents of this book.
Destruction of Property: Exodus 22:5 and 6

There are a number of other situations in which restitution must be paid to victims. Not all can be classified as theft, but in each case there is a question of liability for destruction of property, whether accidental or deliberate.

Before we go to our first example in Exodus 22:5, we must take note that this verse is incomplete in the King James Version. The KJV was based upon a Hebrew text which had a copyist’s error of omission. However, thanks to the Septuagint and the Samaritan texts, we may now reinstate the lost words of the Law. These lost words are in italics below.

5 If a man lets a field or vineyard be grazed bare, and lets his animal loose so that it grazes in another man’s field, he shall surely make restitution out of his whole field according to its yield; and if the whole field is eaten, he shall make restitution from the best of his own field, and the best of his own vineyard.
This is simply another way of saying, Thou shalt not harvest another man’s crop for your own purposes. The judge was to assess the damage and assign an equal portion of the offender’s field or vineyard to the victim as restitution.

This law is similar to that of Hammurabi, where the offender had to harvest and purchase at a set rate per acre the entire crop which his cattle had partially eaten. Many stores today have adopted the basic principle of this law by demanding that “if you break it, consider it sold.”

It is a basic Law of God that all restitution be paid in kind to replace (as closely as possible) the property that had been destroyed or damaged. The two parties could, of course, agree upon a monetary sum on their own, but if not, the question would be settled by payment in kind. For instance, if a man broke your wrench, he would be required to buy you another one of equal value, or reimburse you with money. Continuing in Exodus 22:6 we read:
6 If a fire breaks out and spreads to thorn bushes, so that stacked grain or the standing grain or the field itself is consumed; he who started the fire shall surely make restitution.
The one who lights the fire is considered to be the owner of the fire (by the law of creation). He is therefore responsible for it and liable for it if he allows it to get out of control. Thus, the same law which gives us the right to own that which we create, build, or grow with our labor is also the law which makes us responsible to oversee our possessions and govern them properly. Rights and responsibilities always go together in equal amounts.
Stolen Property Held in Trust
In ancient times when a man had to make a trip and could not take all of his household goods with him, he would leave them in the care of the chief steward or a trusted neighbor. The neighbor usually did not mind doing this favor, because the day might come when the favor would be returned. Thus, laws were needed to define or limit liability in case some goods were stolen while the neighbor held them in trust. No doubt cases came up occasionally when a neighbor might not be as trustworthy as previously thought and had secretly stolen and sold the property he was guarding. The basic law on this matter is found in Exodus 22:7-13, which we will quote and comment upon as we proceed.
7 If a man gives his neighbor money or goods to keep for him, and it is stolen from the man’s house, if the thief is caught, he shall pay double. 8 If the thief is not caught, then the owner of the house shall appear before the judges [elohim] to determine whether he laid his hands on his neighbor’s property. 9 For every breach of trust, whether it is for ox, for donkey, for sheep, for clothing, or for any lost thing, about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the case of both parties shall come before the judges [elohim]; he whom the judges [elohim] condemn shall pay double to his neighbor.
God’s Law, of course, simply follows the principle of restitution that was established in verses 1-4, quoted earlier. It is evident that if the goods were damaged before recovery, the thief would have to pay four or five times the value, rather than merely double.
If the thief is not found immediately after the goods are missed, the owner and the neighbor are to go before the judges in court, and the neighbor is to take an oath that he has not stolen the goods. This procedure is simply the Biblical manner of appealing to the Supreme Court of God. One may do this in any judicial case and allow God to adjudicate the matter directly in His own way and time. If the neighbor truly were guilty but denied it under oath, God requites the guilty party after giving him a certain amount of time to repent and confess his sin.
Note also that the judges are called elohim (usually translated God or gods). This is because they represent the Creator and His government in the administration of His Law. Elohim literally means a subjector, or one who is in a position of power or authority over others. The Creator has this title, but it is also applied to those under Him in positions of government.
In the law of Hammurabi (Par. 122 and 123), whenever someone deposited money or goods with another, he had to have a receipt of deposits and witnesses, without which he could not claim his property. This law seems to be in the context of a commercial bank or storage business done for profit. Under Bible Law, if a person were to utilize such a bank or storage business, he must be sure to be able to prove in some manner that the goods are his, to guard against possible theft by the businessman. However, if identification could be made positively, a person would not need a receipt of deposit and witnesses. It would appear from the law of Hammurabi that if a man should lose his receipt of deposit, he would lose his goods no matter how many witnesses could confirm that the goods were his.
The law of Hammurabi (Par. 124 and 125) also says that the one holding property in trust is totally liable if it is stolen while in his possession. It is his responsibility to track down the thief, and if he cannot find him or the property, he must pay the owner in full, providing the owner has his receipt. This is different from God’s Law, of course, in that if there is no evidence that the trustee stole the goods, he is only required to swear in court that he did not steal it or help the thief to steal it.
Unsolved Loss of Property
Exodus 22:10 and 11 legislates on the question of unsolved loss of property that has been held in trust.
10 If a man gives his neighbor a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal to keep for him; and it dies or is hurt or is driven away while no one is looking, 11 an oath before the Lord shall be made by the two of them, that he has not laid hands on his neighbor’s property; and its owner shall accept it, and he [the trustee] shall not make restitution.
So if the property is damaged or lost while in the care of a trustee, and no witness can testify in the matter, an oath of innocence is all that shall be required of the trustee. The matter is placed in the hands of the Supreme Court for God’s direct adjudication.
The Law here does not specify what to do if the loss were caused by the carelessness of the trustee. It only rules on accidental loss, where the trustee is not liable. This is a gap in the Biblical legislation that may yet be resolved by the Holy Spirit through prayer, appealing to God for such a ruling.
However, in other situations, when carelessness results in injury or loss, the careless person is fully liable. (See also Exodus 21:33 and 34.) Applying the principle of liability to the apparent gap in Exodus 22:10 and 11, we could reasonably assume that loss of property through the trustee’s carelessness is his responsibility, and that he must replace the lost or damaged goods.
Perhaps the reason the Bible does not clearly specify the problem here is because the custom already dictated correctly what to do. That is, the law of Hammurabi needed no altering on this point. It says in Par. 263 and 267:
263. If he has caused an ox or sheep which was given him to be lost, ox for ox, sheep for sheep, he shall render to their owner.
267 If a shepherd has been careless and in a sheepfold caused a loss to take place, the shepherd shall make good….
We may conclude, then, that the principle of law regarding carelessness in the divine legislation was the same as was found in the Hammurabi Code. This principle of liability was already a well-established custom in the minds of the people, and so God felt it unnecessary to repeat it in the Mosaic Code.

 

In next month’s article we will look at more Bible Solutions according to Dr. Stephen A. Jones who graciously gives permission for the use of this article.


Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root canal?

His goal: transcend dental medication.


Wonderful Day 

By “Malta”
 

The sun is peeping lighting up the morning sky.
It's the beginning of a brand new day.
The warmth of the sun is breaking through
The chill of the night is just left with dew.
 

You have been given another new day.
The Lord decided to bless you this way. 
What will you do with your new blessing?
What you do today is important I'm guessing.
 

Make it special as you go along your way.
I pray you won't just waste it away.

I pray you use it for something good
And may you have a wonderful day today.

How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For Some NEW Bible Quizzes

This is a different link to the one we have run for the last few months so, if you enjoyed the other one, have a go with these.


The Flower Garden

Once upon a time there were a brother and two sisters.  Their names were Jack and Amy and Jasmine.  Amy and Jasmine were twins and they looked just like each other.  They were called ‘identical twins.’  At first, even Amy and Jasmine’s mother and father sometimes had difficulty knowing which of the twins was which!  But, as they grew up, the twins did little things that that were just a tiny bit different so that Mummy and Daddy knew.  For example, whenever she smiled, Amy always wrinkled her nose whilst Jasmine didn’t.  

One thing that really helped was the fact that Amy’s favourite colour was pink but Jasmine’s was green.  So, when Mummy bought them new clothes, it was much easier to tell who was who.  But sometimes the girls often played tricks on their big brother Jack and Jasmine would wear Amy’s pink blouse and purposely wrinkle her nose when she smiled so that poor Jack got all confused. 

Then, one day, Mother had an idea.  “I think it would be good if one of you girls had different hairstyles,” she said.  “Let’s look in my Woman’s Day magazine. There’s an article in the latest edition all about neat hairstyles for kids.”  The girls thought that would be fun so they sat each side of Mum and looked at all the pictures.
“Oooooh!” squealed Amy, “I LOVE that style with the page-boy look. Can I have that please Mummy?”

“Sure,” said Mum, “We’ll go to my hairdresser tomorrow and I’ll show her the picture so that she’ll know exactly how to style your hair.  Now, how about you Jazz?  Have you seen a style that you like?”  (Ever since she was little Jasmine’s daddy had called her Jazz and now everyone did!)
“We-ell,” replied Jasmine, “I quite like this one but I like that one too.  Which do you like best Mummy?”

Mother looked at the pictures and, because she knew that one of the styles that Jazz liked would require lots of looking after, she suggested the other one.  Isn’t it good to have mothers who know a bit more than we do sometimes?

So it was that Amy and Jasmine no longer looked exactly the same.  Jack was delighted!  No more leg-pulling!  Actually Jack was very fond of his little sisters (although he wasn’t going to let them know it too much!).  But if ever any other kids at school bullied Amy or Jazz, big Jack was always there to protect them.
One day, Dad came home with some news.  In a way it was both good news and bad news.  He had been given a big promotion at work which meant that he would be earning a lot more money and that, in turn, meant that, when Jack and Amy and Jazz went to high school, they would be able to go to really good ones.  But it also meant that the family would have to move from their little country town to a big city a long way away.  Dad and Mum knew that the children would be sad to leave all their friends and so they talked all about the exciting things that they would see at their new home.

Before they could move though, the Thompson family had to go and find a house in the city where Dad’s new job as manager would take them. After looking at lots and lots of houses they finally chose one in a nice quiet cul-de-sac street with a pretty park at the end.  A cul-de-sac, in case you didn’t know, is a street with only one way in and out and so the only traffic that goes along it are vehicles going to houses that are actually in that street.  That means it is much safer and quieter than a busier road.

When time came for the big move, the children helped by packing all their toys and clothes into big boxes for the removal men to put on the big truck. Then they all piled into the family car and set off for their new home.

The children had already said “Goodbye” to their friends and promised to write lots of letters telling them about their new home and school as well as promising that they would come back for visits now and then.  So all that was on their minds as they drove away from the only home they had ever known was all the exciting things they would have to tell their friends.

After a few days settling in to the lovely new house Dad and Mum had chosen, the children were taken to their new school and introduced to their teachers who seemed very nice.  Jack was in a class with 23 other boys and girls the same age as himself and the girls were just one grade lower in a class of 26.
There was something that really surprised the children though.

Where they had lived in their old home town, all the other children were just like themselves with pink complexions. But here in this new school, there were children of all colours.  At the next desk to Jack was a boy with almost black skin.  It really fascinated Jack but he had to remember not to stare at first. He soon found out that his classmate’s name was Mwangala and that he was born in a country in Africa called Somalia. Jack had fun trying to pronounce Mwangala’s name for a while but soon mastered it. Mwangala also wore REALLY bright clothes that looked more like a nightshirt.  Jack thought it looked strange but also pretty cool too. He really liked Mwangala and they soon became good friends.

There were other children in Jack’s class that were quite different from any others he had ever known.  There was Yuko, a tiny girl whose parents were Japanese – her hair was very straight and jet black - and there were Sergio and Sofia who had dark hair and very olive-coloured skin.  They were from Italy which is near the Mediterranean Sea.  One girl named Ashara wore a scarf on her head all the time – even in class – and she also had a dark complexion and very dark hair.  Mwangala told Jack that she was a Muslim from Iran and that her family had escaped from their country when bad people had bullied them.  Ashara was very shy and Jack loved her big dark eyes. He had never seen such dark eyes before.  There were other children in the class that looked different from the kids in Jack’s old school and so, when he got home after the first day, he asked hid Mum about it.
“How come they all look so different?”  Jack said.  “I’ve never seen so many different colours of people!  When God made them, did he run out of pink?” he giggled.  

“No,” laughed Mum, “Just like Amy and Jazz like different hairstyles and different coloured clothes, God likes variety too.  After all, if everyone was identical like Jazz and Amy, wouldn’t it be hard to tell them apart?  In our old home town, everyone came from families just like ours with fair skin but, here in the city, there are people just like your Daddy, who have come from all over the world to work and live.”

The girls told similar stories about their class.  Even their teacher had yellow skin. “Her name is Miss Kim and she told us that she comes from a place called Cooree or something like that.  She is nice though.
Mum laughed again.  “That’s Korea,” she smiled.  “Kim is a very common name there.  I’m glad you like her.”  When Dad came home, Mum had a little chat with him and then told the children that they were all going for a little walk.  They strolled down the cul-de-sac to the park at the end.  On the way, they met one of their neighbours mowing his lawn.  He had dark brown skin and very curly black hair and his nose looked a lot different from Dad’s.
“Good evening,” he called, “You must be our new neighbours at number 22?  Welcome to Cypress Street.  I’m Tama Faluuala.  You must call in for coffee with my wife Susie and me sometime soon.”  Dad reached over the low fence and shook Mr Faluuala’s big brown hand.  “I’m Jim Thompson and this is my wife Joanne and our children Jack and Amy and Jasmine – everyone calls her Jazz,” he said with a smile. “You must be from Samoa.” 
“Yes, my wife and I came here with our families when we were quite young. We met here in this city.  This is a nice neighbourhood.  I think you’ll all be very happy here.”
“Have you got any children?” asked Amy.  “Yes we have,” replied Mr Faluuala, “Our oldest daughter is 12 and we have a son, James who is 10 but we have twin girls about the same age as you.  How old are you? About 7?”

“We’ll be seven in May!” cried Amy and Jazz together, “and we’re twins too!  Where are your twins?  We’d like to meet them.”   
“They’re at the pool with their mother right now but they’ll be back later.  Why don’t you pop in later and have some lemonade with them?  Now I guess I’d better finish this lawn before it gets dark.’” And turning his attention back to Mum and Dad, “I’ll check with Tania when she gets back and we’ll organise a time for you all to come over and we can get properly acquainted.  How would Wednesday evening suit you?”
“Sounds good to us.” replied Mr Thompson.  “We’ll look forward to it.  I think we’re going to like living here if the rest of the neighbours are like you!  By the way, your garden is beautiful.  What a lovely display of flowers!”  Then Dad turned to the children and said, “Do you see how all Mr Faluuala’s flowers are different colours?  God made them that way so that gardens wouldn’t be boring.  All those flowers are beautiful and that’s just the way it is with people too.  
Jack looked at some cornflowers and said, “There aren’t any blue people though!” and everyone laughed. 


PRAYER
By courtesy of The House of David
When troubles and pain weigh heavily on me Oh LORD, forgive my human weaknesses and be near to me. 
I work unceasingly day and night to rise above the shortcomings of the flesh. 
I know without Your spirit in me, I am like the leaves of the trees -- here one season and gone the next. 

There is permanency only in Your Law Heavenly Father and that's why I delight in doing Your will. 
Your word is the rock of my salvation. 
Times come and times go, kingdoms rise and kingdoms fall, men are born and men die, but only God and His Law remain as the rock of ages. 

Let me anchor my boat to this pillar, let me fasten my burden to this hitching post, let God be the cornerstone of my life. For what is man without God?
And why do we live if not to honor our Lord. Yes, this is everlasting truth -- that all those who come to God and trust in His love shall be nourished with everlasting wheat, shall be quenched with the living waters. 

Father, I pray that I may always eat of Your eternal wisdom and drink of Your comforting and immortal spirit.
Purify me my Creator, wash clean my sins so that I may some day bask in the warmth of Your everlasting light.
Father, I give You all praise, honor and glory -- now and forever.


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.
I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem! 


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother


By Yvette Burleigh


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philosopherspearl.com/" ��The Philosopher’s Pearl�


Some thought provoking ideas for sceptics





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created, their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


 POEMS


� HYPERLINK "http://www.angelfire.com/nc2/treasuredthoughts/SaltRoses.html" ��Salt Roses� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/syndrina/InspirationByKim.html" ��Inspiration by Kim� *


 MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATIONS


� HYPERLINK "http://wandascountryhomeinspirational.com/pinetrees/index.html" ��The Pine Tree Crosses� *











   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 


 











Life In A Cave�By Brian Stromsoe


Shared by Ed Damas


I was in <Carlsbad Caverns> when the lights went out!


The National Park Service actually turned them off as part of their presentation. About 40 tourists sat there in pitch black darkness listening to each other breathe. It was then that one of my kids slid their unseen hand slowly over to my wife's shoulder and "tweaked" her. That was not a good idea. My wife is not a great fan of darkness, or of things that crawl in the night. We almost had to pull her off the nearest stalactite.


There are many caves mentioned in the Bible, and two of them interest me. Elijah's cave and Lazarus' cave. Elijah's cave had to do with his fear and personal insecurities whereas Lazarus's cave had to do with his death and separation. Caves are holes in the earth where something used to be, but disappeared over time. Many of the great cave systems in the <<United States>> were formed when water began eroding or chemically dissolving softer earth like limestone. As time relentlessly marched on, marvelous and magnificent cave systems like the Carlsbad Caverns in <<New Mexico>> were formed. Lava flow, sea waves, or winds form some caves. The caves of ancient <<Israel>> were created in limestone formations as water diluted the minerals.


People often take refuge in caves. In order to escape storms, armies, and other dangers – people have often taken temporary refuge in caves. But rarely do people take up permanent residence in caves. Of course, in Lazarus situation it was supposed to be a bit more permanent arrangement. His corpse had been placed in the cave because he was recently deceased and was not going anywhere; it was his burial chamber. John wrote, "It was a cave, and a stone lay against it." (John 11:38b). Caves were used as burial tombs for the remains of dead people <<Israel>>. I've always wanted to have been a spectator at that particular event near <<Bethany>>. Jesus did a lot of things in 3 short years, but this really intrigues me and makes the hair on my neck stand up. Lazarus was dead 4 days. A corpse is a corpse after 4 days. There is no magic mumbo-jumbo or secret potion that some trickster can use on a 4-day-old corpse. It is going nowhere, nowhere, nowhere. No way, no how.


I don't think Jesus yelled or screamed or huffed and puffed. He merely spoke and things obeyed him. Oceans, waves, winds, demons, blind eyes, tied tongues, plugged ears, and even dead bodies. I don't know if I would want to be in the cave with Lazarus - or outside with Jesus, when He spoke the words, "Lazarus, come forth." But, it would have really been something, wouldn't it?


Well, just think of all of the people who are dead to God because of their lives of sin. They are also in their own personal caves of death, separated from God with no signs of spiritual life. Death takes many forms, one of which is spiritual darkness and separation from the God of Creation. Well I have been there when some of these people were beckoned to leave their caves of death by the Lord Jesus. The transformation in their lives has been as real and powerful and dynamic as the physical resurrection of poor old Lazarus' body. Scripture is pretty plain when it says that we all are dead in our trespasses and sin. But it is also pretty plain when it says that "he has quickened us" who call upon Him. That is the same old lighting bolt of life that invaded the <<cave> of <Lazarus>> that can be used to bring a spark of life to a dead soul. The old Frankenstein movie with the sparks whirling upward and the lightning coming downward could never produce the life that the power and majesty of God can produce in a body as lifeless as Frankenstein's cobbled up creature. But God can and does bring spiritual life to those who call upon Him.


What about Elijah's cave? No dead men there. But, there was one beat up, frightened man who had just done great battle for his God, and was now hiding in his cave. I don't condemn Elijah for hiding in a cave. I've been there too, haven't you? Life can beat all of us up and toss us like limp rags; much like a tornado picks up a house, tears it apart, and scatters the pieces over a 10-acre farm. If the mouth of the cave had a zipper, I think Elijah would have entered, turned around, zipped the cave shut, and never come back out again. Another servant of God with one too many arrows sticking out of his body, wanting to just curl up and go to sleep and never wake up again. Not an uncommon problem for those who fight the fight of faith and get bruised in the fight. Well Elijah's God came after him. God's soldiers have more battles to fight. You can have one night in the cave nursing your wounds, but there is work to be done and you have to come out of the cave to fight again.


God was not in the strong wind or any other strong force of nature that men look at. No, He was the still, small, voice asking, "Elijah, what are you doing here?" The message is clear. You cannot stay in the cave. You cannot hide from God when there is work to be done. Clean up your wounds. Bandage your pain. Embrace your God. Get ready to go back to work. 








�








“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.


Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”


(Jesus speaking) John 8:31, 32











The following arrived in our Inbox during January and, whilst we neither endorse or refute it, it is, indeed…


Food For Thought


Patterns pointing to the year 2005


 By Jim Bramlett


A couple of weeks ago, Rev. Ron Patterson called me to share that the Lord had been speaking to him about the passage in John 5 where Jesus healed the invalid man at the pool of Bethesda.  See verses 2-11.  The man had been an invalid for 38 years!


Ron said that the man had been lying there all those years and the religious people did not help him.  The water in the pool is symbolic of the Word.  There were plenty of promises in the Jewish Bible at that time for him to get healed.  Nobody helped him get into the Word.  Through Jesus, God decided that He would have to help the man Himself, by His grace.  The Word made flesh came to the man in Person!  There were five colonnades, and five is the number of grace.


Ron said this is the condition of the world today.  The world is in such bad shape, and the lukewarm Laodecean church is not doing enough to help.  So in His mercy the Lord is going to personally come again to bring healing and deliverance to those who will receive it.  He said the Tribulation is a time of mercy.  God does not need the Tribulation for punishment because He already has hell to do that.  It will be a severe wake-up time and opportunity after the rapture for people to call upon the Lord and be saved for eternity.


As Ron spoke, all of a sudden it dawned on me: The man had been an invalid for 38 years!  And counting 38 years from the most prophetic and milestone event since the first century, when the Jews took over Jerusalem and the Temple Mount in 1967 = 2005.  When I said that, Ron was ecstatic!  He sensed that the number 38 here is significant.


I did not share this before, but I share it now because the numbers 38 and 2005, and also 12, have come up again this week in different contexts.


1.  Pastor F.M. Riley pointed out that after they left Egypt, it took the Israelites two years to reach Mt. Sinai, where they rebelled against God, and He required them to wonder in the wilderness another 38 years to reach the Promised Land.


Riley says, "This is 2005!  Thirty-eight years ago (1967) Almighty God delivered the Temple Mount into the hands of the Jews during the Six-Day War.  Instead of  immediately seizing the opportunity, rebuilding their Temple, and claiming their promised Kingdom, the Jews (through their blind leaders) rebelled against the will of God plainly stated in His prophetic Word, and literally gave the Temple Mount over into the hands of their enemies.  God have mercy!  They have had to pay dearly for the past 38 years for that act of rebellion, just as their ancient forefathers had to pay (38 years) for their rebellion.  But praise God!  At the end of the 38 years ancient Israel crossed the Jordan and entered upon their Kingdom promises.  They still had to fight a seven-year war to subdue their enemies, but they were on their way.  Folks, can't you see that this plainly points to Israel entering their Kingdom promises this year, 2005, where they will still have to fight a seven-year war to subdue their enemies.  This year (2005) is 38 years since Israel had and relinquished the Temple Mount, and the seven-year Tribulation is at the door.  It will begin this Spring.  Glory!  But there is another point whether some like it or not.  Since this year is the 38th year and the Tribulation is at the door.... so is the rapture of God's people.   Glory!"  See � HYPERLINK "http://www.fivedoves.com/letters/jan2005/fmriley125-2.htm" ��http://www.fivedoves.com/letters/jan2005/fmriley125-2.htm�


Also this week, Pastor Riley points out that Lamentations 1:17 describes Jerusalem "as a menstruous woman among them."  He then mentioned Jesus healing the menstruous woman who had the "issue of blood" for 12 years (Matthew 9:18-20, etc.).  Riley says, "This woman had been menstruating non-stop for twelve years.  There is no question in my mind that this woman is a type of Jerusalem.  And how long has the controversy over Jerusalem been going on?  The real bloody controversy over who would control Jerusalem began just twelve years ago.  Remember?  That was 1993, the year that Rabin of Israel and Arafat of the PLO signed the rotten, deceitful Oslo Accords.  There has been nothing but bloodshed since that day.  God have mercy!  And He will!  Just as the Lord healed the woman after she had suffered for twelve years with her 'issue of blood,' so the Lord is going to heal Jerusalem this year, 2005.  He will do so by sending back to Jerusalem His 'two witnesses' and saving 144,000 Jews.  Glory!  And it will take place this year.  2005 - 12 = 1993.  


See � HYPERLINK "http://www.fivedoves.com/letters/jan2005/fmriley127.htm" ��http://www.fivedoves.com/letters/jan2005/fmriley127.htm�


CONCLUSION:


The above instances provide three different biblical patterns and types that appear to point to the year 2005.


"What I say to you, I say to everyone: 'Watch!'" (Mark 13:37).














Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD, �Why is Sabbath school on Saturday? 


I thought it was supposed to be our day of rest.�--Tom L.





The early bird may get the worm, 


but the second mouse gets the cheese.





�  





























































































































 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt BA


SECOND EDITION NOW SOLD OUT!


The third printing will be available soon so


ORDER YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" �CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM�


     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 





The Sherry Walter Message


  God loves them.


 


 O how I give you praise, Wonderful Creator Father and Friend.


Always by my side you will forever be, leading and guiding me.


Inside your spirit dwells, I hear your soft whispering voice.


Words of love you love to hear.


Straight from my heart to your ears.


 Speaking in a language only you and I know 


makes the intimacy we share so true and close.


Songs of love to my beloved flow.


A poetic melody leaves my lips.


Deep within my heart I have stored all my treasures within you.


This world has nothing to offer me. I am only here to please you.


Doing only your will is my heart’s desire.


You’re the only one I want and need, I'd die without you here with me.


You are all I think about, nothing could ever take your place.


You mean everything to me.


You are mine and I am yours.


 O let me speak my heart but for a moment, please Lord?


 Freeze time at this very second,


For in this precious moment, you would remain on everyone's mind,


Leaving a lasting impression.


That's all I desire to do, is stop time just for you.


I want the world to know how much you love and adore them.


You suffered greatly so we could have eternal life,


All because you loved each one of us.


But yet, most of the world won't accept this.


Why Lord? Why is it so hard for them to see?


You are nothing but Love.


Love is nothing but you.


You are God and you are wonderful.


 Just like you Father, I desire none would die in their sins not knowing you.


This grieves my heart as it is your heart I feel.


I am saddened Lord, for a world who has forgotten about you.


Nations have removed you from everything.


 I will never remove your banner Lord.


I will wear it proudly across my heart.


I will confess Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Nations who have denied God,


 Access into their hearts, homes, schools, churches, families and marriages.


God help us all! 


You Lord, who died to set us free!


 For in you Father, is salvation and life eternally.


Thank you Lord for your forgiveness and salvation.


Hear the few Lord, who thank you each and every day.


I know I am forever grateful.


 It's time to take a stand in Honor of our Lord.


Pick up your battle axes and fight this battle Saints.


Proclaim 'Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand'.


Reach out to all who would listen.


This is a race for time.


This is a race for souls.


 The enemy seeks to destroy all.


You are Gods voice shout to the world!


You are the light in this dark cruel world.


Lead and guide all the lost sheep, who are searching for love,


Is not wanting to be loved, mans greatest desire in this life?


Those not knowing God walk blindly with no guide,


Become their guide, go find them and lead them into the Shepherds fold.


Offer them Jesus Christ, tell them he is Lord, offer all a chance to enter in.


Their eternal home can be in the Kingdom of God.


Their is still a chance as long as they have breath.


Don't let the devil have them.


God loves them.


God loves them.

















A MOMENT TO CONSIDER


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider


Servant Soldier Ministries


An emperor was growing old and knew it was time to choose His successor.  He called the young people in the kingdom together and said, "It is time for me to step down and to choose the next emperor."


"I am giving each one of you a seed today.  I want you to plant the seed, water it and come back one year from today with what you have grown from this one seed.  I will then judge what you bring, and choose who will be the next emperor!"


Ling received a seed like the others.  He went home and excitedly told his mother the story.  She helped him get a pot and planting soil, and he planted the seed and carefully watered it.  Every day he watered it and watched to see if it had grown.  After about three weeks, some of the other youths began to talk about their seeds and the plants that were beginning to grow.  Ling kept checking his seed, but nothing grew.  Three, four, five weeks went by, but nothing sprouted.


By now, others were talking about their plants.  Ling didn't have a plant, and he felt like a failure.  Six months went by; still nothing grew in Ling's pot.  He believed he had killed his seed.  Everyone else had trees and tall plants, but he had nothing.  He just kept hoping for his seed to grow.


After a year all the youths of the kingdom brought their plants to the emperor for his inspection.  Ling told his mother that he wasn't going to take an empty pot, but his Mother said he must be honest about what happened.  Ling felt sick to his stomach, but he knew his Mother was right.


When Ling arrived, he was amazed at the variety of plants grown by the other youths.  They were all shapes and sizes. Ling put his empty pot on the floor and many of the others laughed at him.


A few felt sorry for him and said, "Hey, nice try."  When the emperor arrived, he greeted the young people and then surveyed the room.  Ling tried to hide in the back.


"My, what great plants, trees and flowers you have grown," said the emperor.  "Today, one of you will be appointed the next emperor!"


All of a sudden, the emperor spotted Ling at the back of the room with his empty pot.  He ordered his guards to bring him to the front.  Ling was terrified.  "The emperor knows I'm a failure!  Maybe he will have me killed!"


When Ling got to the front, the Emperor asked his name. "My name is Ling," he replied.  The emperor looked at Ling, and then announced to the crowd, "Behold your new emperor! His name is Ling!"  Ling couldn't believe it.  Ling couldn't even grow his seed.  How could he be the new emperor?


Then the emperor said, "One year ago today, I gave everyone here a seed.   I told you to take the seed, plant it, water it, and bring it back to me today.  I gave you all boiled seeds, which would not grow.  All of you, except Ling, have brought me trees, plants and flowers.  When you found that the seed would not grow, you substituted another seed for the one I gave you.  Ling was the only one with the courage and honesty to bring me a pot with my seed in it.  Therefore, he is the one who will be the new emperor!"


Plant honesty, you will reap trust.  Plant goodness, you will reap friends.  Plant humility, you will reap greatness. Plant perseverance, you will reap victory.  Plant consideration, you will reap harmony.  Plant hard work, you will reap success. Plant forgiveness, you will reap reconciliation.  Plant openness, you will reap intimacy.  Plant patience, you will reap improvements.  Plant faith, you will reap miracles.


But if you plant dishonesty, you will reap distrust.  If you plant selfishness, you will reap loneliness, if you plant pride, you will reap destruction.  If you plant envy, you will reap trouble. If you plant laziness, you will reap stagnation. If you plant bitterness, you will reap isolation.  If you plant greed, you will reap loss.  If you plant gossip, you will reap enemies.  If you plant worries, you will reap wrinkles.  If you plant sin, you will reap guilt.


What you plant now will determine what you will reap tomorrow.  The seeds you now scatter will make your life worse or better in the future.  It may also have a profound effect on those around you.  Yes, someday, you will enjoy the fruits..... or you will pay for the choices you plant today.


Jesus said,   "Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone:  but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit."  John 12:24


Jesus death to self, His very life, was the seed He planted that brought salvation.  Your death to self will be a seed that will bring forth much fruit.





THE BKM PLEDGE


As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."


Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.


It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.


"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.


I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY DAY


I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.


  THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED


 WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS


If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium


PLEASE �HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org?subject=PRAYER PARTNER NEEDED"��WRITE� TO US


Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.


 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES


FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR


(That's less than forty cents a week!)


YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY


AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE


 


TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES


 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �Email� your pledge NOW and send all donations to:


Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.


(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the Australian banks won't accept anything else!)


 Jesus said,


"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)


 AND


WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS


SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING!  WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!


SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.


 God bless you all.


David R Holt

















New Day Dawns


 By Malta


 


Wake up! Arise a new day dawns.


What will this day have in store?


Only you alone can determine, How to live your day now given.


 


Will it be cold, unhappy and grey?


Will chilling hate be allowed to prevail?


Will rays of sunlight brighten your day?


Will songs of joy in your heart avail?


 


God blesses with another new day.


It's up to you to choose how to live. 


Joys unknown now on the horizon


Open your heart and soak it all in.


 


Yes! I have faith in my God above, �And I believe in His sweet love, �So I personally choose to live for Him�And make the best of each day given.








HAVE YOUR SAY!


Do you have any questions?


Do you have any suggestions?


Do you have any ideas?


Then why not visit a great new Christian forum site where YOU can post your very own thoughts, opinions and ideas as well as post questions where everyone visiting the forum can offer their answers?


Click below to visit this great new web site where YOUR comments are important.


� HYPERLINK "http://wolvesforchrist.com/forum/" ��WFC Christian Forums


�By the way, just because this site is owned and operated by a great Christian teenager, it’s NOT just for young people.


EVERYONE IS WELCOME


So, whether you are 9 or 90, why not take a while to visit right now and register as a contributor?�









BEYOND PRISON 


With Yvette Burleigh











Think About It!


A Steven Wright Gem shared by Nancy Wall


Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it.
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