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Greetings and God's blessings to you all

This edition of Making A Difference begins the sixth year of publication – although that won’t actually occur until next month – the first edition being February 2000 – and that was only a short newsletter answering some questions that had been sent to me by visitors to the Beloved King Ministries’ web site.  I don’t even have a copy of that on file now but, once it became evident that it was going to be a regular feature, I have saved all editions since number 2, March 2000 and they are all available at the BKM web site.
Looking back at issue number 2, I see that there was a message there that is just as pertinent today as it was then and so I now repeat it here:

HELP NEEDED PLEASE

Now I have an urgent request. As those of you who have your own web pages will know only too well, getting people to visit them is the hardest part of all. So I'm asking each and every one of you to make up a nice little email inviting your net friends to visit our site and send it to as many people as you can.

I know some of you have quite extensive lists and, if you build into your invitation a request to forward it to all the recipient's friends, then you will have done the very best thing you could have to help promote God's truths. Please be sure to send your notes to me too and we will give an award to the most creative and well-worded one.

I reckon that, if everyone sends at least five emails and sets the "domino effect" in motion, even if only half of the recipients pass the message on we will have a million readers on line before we know it. What an awesome prospect! If you have difficulty figuring what to say, please just type out what you honestly feel and want to tell others, email it to me and I will help you to put it into something that you can send. That way it will still be YOUR message.
Don’t just think about it.  Miracles aren’t dead!  So send this edition to everyone in your address book and let’s see what happens?  This time though, please ask your friends to tell us when they subscribe who it was that led them to us and I will ask a friend who, unlike me, is a wiz with the graphics to make a suitable award with the winner’s name on it that can be placed on the website.

On the subject of graphics, it has been on my heart for some time now to make this magazine a lot more pleasing to the eye but, as I say, my forté is definitely NOT computer graphics – I’m a writer.  So, if there is anyone out there in Cyberspace who would like to take the content of Making A Difference and make it into something really graphically special, PLEASE email me and tell me what ideas you have.
If you are reading your very first "Making a Difference" I extend a special welcome to you and hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share.  And if you have been a member of the Beloved King Ministries’ flock for some time, whether you are a regular correspondent or a passive reader who has enjoyed receiving our magazine each month I want you to know that you are prayed for every single day.  I love every single one of you and praise God for you.  
I want to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share items with us and especially to those dear people who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially.  If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
I pray that God will abundantly bless you as we begin another new year, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and those most dear to you will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail in wonderful new ways.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm or distressed.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.
David R Holt
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INDIAN OCEAN EARTHQUAKE

AND SUBSEQUENT TSUNAMIS

Even though Making a Difference is a magazine and not a newsletter, it would be impossible to let this edition go out without reference to the terrible disaster that struck countries surrounding the Bay of Bengal at Christmas.  Television channels worldwide have shown heart-wrenching footage of tsunamis striking coastal cities and villages and wreaking devastation. I have no doubt that you have all prayed to God for the relief of suffering and so, whilst I share in those prayers, I want to ask you to consider a slightly different aspect to those events.

Demographically, most of those directly affected by the disaster are not Christians and I want to take a moment to look at the whole event from a different perspective.  It could be possible to say that, since those people don’t love and worship the true God, what has happened to them is no different to what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah or, for that matter, to the whole world in the great flood.  But it is also highly probable that there were a lot more than 50 righteous people - let alone a mere ten - in the afflicted areas.  (I am thinking of Abraham’s plea to God not to destroy Sodom - see Genesis 18:20-33).  
So what lessons can we, as Christians, take from recent events?  Here are some thoughts for you to ponder.

First, in answer to His disciples’ question, “…what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3), Jesus said (amongst a number of other things), “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.” (vs: 7, 8). It is a geological statistic that the number of earthquakes registering 4 and over on the Richter scale in the last decade of the 20th century was more than double that of the 1980s.  That is a FACT that can be easily checked out.  Remember how Jesus said – also in His answer to the disciples’ question – “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things, you know that it [His coming at the end of the age] is near, right at the door.” (vs: 32, 33).  He went on to say that not even HE knows exactly when His return will be and ONLY His father knows but the words I have just quoted are what in modern parlance would be described as “a wink is as good as a nod.”  Jesus also said, “If the owner of the house had known at what time the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him.” (vs: 43, 44).  Are you ready for Jesus?  If you’re not and you look out one day and see Him coming on the clouds it will be too late to repent then.
Second, Scripture tells us that faith without deeds is dead (James 2:26).  Given that most of those who are suffering as a result of the tsunamis don’t know that Jesus came to save THE WHOLE WORLD (not just a few selected people), isn’t this disaster a golden opportunity to truly carry out Jesus’ instruction to love our neighbours?  Isn’t this a wonderful chance to SHOW the lost true Christian love – rather than just talking about it?  Are those who have lost almost everything what Jesus described as “sheep of other pastures”?  To lose everything and gain Jesus is to triumph over all adversity.
Here’s a question.  Do you believe that Christian organizations sending aid to the survivors of the tsunamis should openly state that the help is being given with the love of God and of Jesus?  Obviously, it is not the time to deliver long verbal sermons but surely, as Romans 8:28 says, “We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”   Did you get that?  IN ALL THINGS!  All means all and that includes disasters like that which struck last month.  Can Christians, by example coupled with a brief message of God’s love, make their aid a living sermon for the Lord?  A simple, “God loves you and so do I” could speak volumes.
So, as I said at the beginning of this message, whilst I’m already assuming that you have all prayed for the victims of the disaster, I want to now suggest that you also pray that God will use YOU to bring HIM to those people.  It may not be directly but, as Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move. NOTHING WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU.” (Matthew 17:20).  Let us unite as Christians to show the love of God to those who need it most.  
I pray that we CAN make a difference – not just for those poor folk whose lives have been torn apart but for our Lord and Saviour who willingly let HIS life be torn apart for them.

I also pray that it is with your approval that Beloved King Ministries is making a donation of twenty percent of its entire fund (much of which was donated by YOU) to the ADRA disaster relief appeal.  Let us help to turn a split-second disaster into an eternal victory.

David Holt.
A SPECIAL REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  If possible please send the change of address from your OLD address because, if I happen to miss it, Mailbox Filter will reject it if you send it from your new one.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  There are two options available to you.  One is in MS Office Word and all you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel and the magazine will open).  The other is as a PDF file which requires Adobe Reader.  If you don’t have Adobe Reader, a link to download it FREE is provided in the notice.  Once installed on your computer, it will allow trouble-free access to not only ‘Making a Difference’ but also to many other web sites so I strongly recommend installing it on your computer.  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

Of course, all past editions of Making A Difference are on the Beloved King Ministries’ web site too. Just click HERE and then, when the home page opens, click the “Making A Difference” button fifth from the top on the left of your screen. Then click the editions you want to see.
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DISCLAIMER

Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
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The Worst Kind of Enemy
As I was kneeling in prayer today I asked God what He wanted me to write about in this month’s editorial because, up to this point, I had received no inspiration for it.  His answer was immediate and very clear so what follows is much more written by God than by me. I’m just the secretary!
If you think about people who, in the past have betrayed or hurt you, which have hurt the most?  I would venture to suggest that the betrayal of someone near and dear to you cuts much deeper than that of a passing acquaintance or, even more so, someone who you know opposes everything you stand for.  It is no different with God.

Now don’t get confused here.  Jesus LOVED everyone the same but He knew who was against Him and He knew who were His trusted friends – and therein lies the difference.  You see, His LOVE was and is unconditional and, for many believers, that is difficult to comprehend when they think about His final judgement.  “How can a God of love who taught us to love our enemies cast His own enemies into a lake of burning sulphur?” they ask.  The simple answer is, “With enormous sadness and difficulty.”  He is patient with you, not wanting ANYONE to perish, but EVERYONE to come to repentance (2 Peter 39b, emphasis added).  The point is that, in His kingdom, He has promised there will be NO sin and so it follows that He could not keep that promise and allow wilful sinners in doesn’t it?  As the Scripture says, God wants EVERYONE to come to repentance.  That is the longing of His heart.
I have already written in previous editorials about what “sin” is and I hope that is already engraved on the heart of everyone who has read it.  But, just in case you have forgotten and because it is SO important, the ONLY definitive description of the word “sin” in the whole Bible is found in 1 John 3:4 where it says, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the Law.” (KJV).  I have also quoted Hebrews 10:26, 27 many times in the past but, today, I want to pay more attention to the final part of those verses.  But, so that we can consider it in context, let’s look at the whole text again:  “If we deliberately keep on sinning [transgressing the Law] after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left [Jesus cannot pay the death penalty again – remember He said, “It is finished.”], but only a fearful expectation of judgement and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.”  
It is the closing description of those who have deliberately transgressed God’s Law that He directed my attention to today.  He refers to people who deliberately break His Law (the Ten Commandments) after they have been told about them as HIS ENEMIES.  Notice what Jesus said to Judas when he identified Him to the Roman soldiers and Pharisees in Gethsemane by kissing Him: “Friend, do what you came for.” (Matthew 26:50).  He didn’t call Judas “Enemy” because Judas was a law-abiding Jew but there can be no doubt that Judas WAS Jesus’ enemy when he betrayed Him.  And that is why I believe the worst kind of enemy is the one who SAYS he loves Jesus whilst wilfully disobeying Him.  This is how Jesus’ beloved disciple and true friend, John described such people: “The man who says, ‘I know Him’ (the Lord) but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (1 John 2:4).
Consider Jesus’ feelings when dealing with the Pharisees and then consider how He felt when Judas kissed Him.  Compare this to your own life.  If you go into a store where you have never dealt before and get ripped off, sure, it annoys you – but how do you feel when someone close to you ‘stabs you in the back’?  There’s no comparison is there?  Unless you actually take the cheating businessperson to court (and your reasons for doing that need to be honourable – that is, to protect others from illegal dealings – and not just vindictive – don’t forget, Jesus taught His followers to FORGIVE!), you simply make a mental note never to deal with him or her ever again and justice takes its natural course whereby the cheat loses not only your future business but, very probably, all your friends’ business too.  But when someone you believed to be a trusted friend betrays you the hurt goes MUCH deeper.
The cheating businessperson goes down in your mental files as valuable life-lesson and you move on but the mental anguish that a beloved friend can cause is excruciating.  It cuts like a knife.  How often do you hear someone say of an unrepentant friend, “I can forgive, but I can’t forget.”?  That is human.  As a sincere Christian a person CAN forgive the betrayal of a friend even when that friend refuses to acknowledge any guilt but, as a vital part of the defence mechanism, the offence will always be remembered.  After all, if the offender doesn’t believe he has done anything wrong, he is highly likely to do it again isn’t he?  So forgetting the offence would be pretty stupid wouldn’t it?  However, when the offender comes to the one he has offended with abject apologies and openly acknowledges that he made a mistake, asks for forgiveness AND makes restitution (see this month’s “Beyond Prison article), the Christian will not only readily give that forgiveness but will also assure his friend that the offence has been erased from memory.  This is only possible because of the offender’s sincere contrition.  

That is why God’s Word says, “I will put my Laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.  I will be their God and they will be my people.  No longer will a man teach his neighbour, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” (Hebrews 8:10-12).  Did you notice the same words there that John used – “Know the Lord”? 
Now I have no doubt that there will be some of you who will be saying that the words I have just quoted are a direct repetition of Yahweh’s words to the prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 31:33, 34) and that they are immediately preceded by, “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” and you are absolutely right.  You may also be saying that you are not an Israelite and therefore, the words don’t apply to you.  WRONG!

Let’s look at Romans 11.  Because space here doesn’t permit including the whole chapter, I ask you to get out your Bible and read it now and then return.  Did you notice verse 13 where Paul wrote, “I am talking to you Gentiles?”  I now want to draw your attention to verse 17 where he explains, “…some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share the nourishing sap from the olive root…”  What this is telling us is that people of ANY race who pledge allegiance to Jesus are “grafted in” to God’s “chosen people” and, as he wrote, share the same nourishment as the original chosen people.  As a believer in Jesus as the promised Messiah, a Christian is now, for want of a better description, an “Honorary Israelite” who has replaced those Jews who have rejected Jesus.   
You can be on your guard against an avowed enemy who openly states his position.  But a traitor is infinitely worse because he strikes when you least expect it and, more often than not, uses the information that you entrusted to him against you.

So where do YOU stand with God right now?  Are you eagerly telling Him how much you love Him whilst deliberately disobeying His Law?  If you are, then read the last part of Hebrews 10:27 again.  His inspired word (NOT me) says you are His enemy and that you WILL burn!!  Sobering thought isn’t it?

But remember what else God’s Word said – He wants you to come to repentance.  All that means is that you admit your wilful disobedience and make every sincere effort to correct it.  Oh yes, you WILL fail from time to time – for ALL have sinned and fall short of God’s glory – but, when you do, it won’t be deliberate.  You are human and god knows your weaknesses.  He loves you deeply and He is slow to anger and fast to forgive confessed sins.  Don’t be His enemy of the worst kind because, if you are, in the end, you will break His heart as He commits you to the fire AS HE MUST.  Quite simply, there is NO PLACE in His kingdom for His enemies.  It isn’t negotiable – He has already given His word on it.
God doesn’t have a “blind eye” to turn to wilful disobedience.  As John tells us in Revelation 20:12-14, “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.  Another book was opened, which is the book of life.  The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades [the grave] gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  The lake of fire is the second death.  If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”
And, whilst John doesn’t repeat His words here, it is at this point where many will say to Jesus, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and, in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?” and He will tell them plainly, “I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!”  (Matthew 7:22, 23 NIV).
Just as He gave Adam and Eve (and, thus, ALL humanity) freedom of choice, God has given YOU the choice of whether to obey His law or not to obey it.  ALL the responsibility lies on YOUR shoulders.  There is no “celestial policeman” waiting to apprehend you when you choose to disobey. Such a one isn’t needed because the final outcome is already determined based solely on what YOU decide.  God has already set the ground rules.  They only occupy fifteen verses of the Bible (Exodus 20:3-17). The only policeman is YOUR CONSCIENCE!  
Jesus, the Son of the Living God, has bought and paid for a place for YOU and me in His kingdom for eternity with Him.  He did that whilst we were yet sinners BY GRACE.  Is it too much to ask that you demonstrate your love and gratitude to Him by obedience?  He said, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.  Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.” (John 14:15, 21).  So it must follow, if a person deliberately disobeys the least of the commandments (see James 2:10), he is demonstrating that he doesn’t love Jesus!  And, in fact, Jesus said as much:  “He who is not with me is against me.” (Matthew 12:30) and He could well have added, “no matter what he SAYS.  It’s what he DOES that shows whether he means what he says.”
And what deed can you perform to best demonstrate DO love Jesus?  Well, this is what He said: “I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished… Whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:18, 19).
All will be accomplished when the Saviour of the World returns in glory to resurrect His true friends and the earth is made new, when those who wilfully disobeyed Him will be cast into the lake of fire.  Where you will be at that time depends entirely upon YOU! 
But PLEASE note that He also said, “Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven.”  Yes, the very worst enemy of Jesus is one who masquerades as His disciple but teaches others the way to destruction not someone who openly denounces Him because that person will be readily identifiable as His enemy and believers will avoid him.  That is why James wrote that teachers will be judged more harshly (James 3:1) because their students trust them to teach TRUTH when they don’t and, thus, in some cases, MILLIONS of God’s children are deceived into ignorant disobedience.
I pray that the year 2005 will be the most wonderful year of your life thus far – a year when enlightenment will enfold you as never before – a year when you will demonstrate with your deeds as well as your words that you ARE, indeed Jesus’ true friend and not His worst kind of enemy.
DRH
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Hi David.  

I want to take the opportunity to thank you for a great 12 months of inspiration and reading and to wish you a very excellent Christmas and New Year.  As far as I'm concerned, as Christians we should be excellent far more often than we are, after all, we've got an excellent God who IS our Comforter and Redeemer.  What more do we need.

David, Making A Difference has really blessed me through the year and I can't wait to see what God uses you to bring in 2005.

Bless you!

Geoff
Thank you Geoff.  You have already blessed me with your kind words!  If I didn’t tell you, you would never know, but your email arrived right on cue – God’s cue that is!  In the same delivery as yours another email arrived that was very accusatory and I had just finished reading it when I opened yours.  I am not including it here because I am not interested in promulgating negativity but suffice to say that, even though, to outward appearances, it was sent with love, the lies that it spoke were enough to leave me somewhat distressed – after all, I AM only human!  After reading what was said, I immediately went to God in prayer and asked Him, firstly, if I was, in fact, teaching error as the writer said and, if I was, to show it to me so that I could correct it.  I hope all readers know that I would NEVER wilfully teach error and I also know that there have been readers who couldn’t handle some of the truths I have taught because they have unsubscribed in the hope that, if they don’t have to read those truths that threaten their precious lifestyles, maybe they’ll get away with them.  I also asked God to give me a sign if I WAS doing His will and then I opened your message!!  Thank YOU Lord for using a true believer on the other side of the world to answer my prayer so quickly!  Isn’t God’s timing great?  DRH.


Dear Brother David,
In chapter 21 of your book ‘God’s deal With YOU’ you suggest that the USA is the second beast of Revelation 13 and, as a patriotic American, I find that disturbing.  This country was founded on religious freedom and there are literally millions of God fearing Christian Americans so how can you make such assumptions?
Margaret Stanford, South Carolina.

Thank you for asking this question Margaret.  Please believe me when I tell you that I took no pleasure in writing what I did because I have many dear and much-loved friends who are Americans and my heart bleeds for them and for you.  I don’t blame you, as a Christian, for being disturbed but ask you to also remember that you are a human being too and humanity as a whole is sinful.  That is our inheritance from Adam and Eve and there is nothing WE could ever do to change that.  But Jesus paid the penalty for us – and that includes Americans who fit the description of Revelation 14:12.  So, as an individual, you are not necessarily lost. Hallelujah!!  Yet again, God was very fast to provide help! On the very day after your email arrived, the following, under the subject line, “And you wonder why I homeschool” also came in.  I reprint it here unedited.
Literally hundreds of violations of religious freedom in the United States have been documented by a Texas-based group, the Liberty Legal Institute. On October 20, it presented the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Property a fifty-one-page report titled "Examples of Religious Hostility in the Public Square."

Just a few examples: A Houston teacher trashed two students' Bibles, then marched them to the principal's office and threatened to report their parents to Child Protective Services for allowing them to bring their Bibles to school. A ninth-grader got a zero on her research project because she chose Jesus as the topic; worse, her teacher refused to let her submit a substitute project. A St. Louis public school student was "caught" praying over his lunch. As punishment, he was lifted from his seat, reprimanded in front of classmates, and ordered never to pray in school again.

At a New Jersey Veterans' cemetery, an honor guard member was fired for telling a deceased veteran's family, "God bless you and this family." A Minnesota state employee was banned from parking in the state parking lot, because his car had stickers saying, "God is a loving and caring God" and "God defines marriage as a union between a man and a woman." 

McKinney, Texas, "has no problem with people meeting in their homes for football watch parties, birthday parties, or even commercial gatherings to sell Tupperware." But when a few couples gathered in a pastor's home, they were told, "The City prohibits a church meeting in a home unless the home sits on at least two acres." And on it goes, for fifty-one well-documented pages.

Make no mistake: Well-financed organizations are working hard to expel Christianity from public discourse. If agitators try to do this in your city or school district, there are Christian attorneys and organizations that can help you. Call us here at BreakPoint (1-877-322-5527) for resources or for more information about worldview issues, something all Christians need to be aware of. If we stay alert and resolute, our adversaries will not succeed in "exiting Jesus." 

For printer-friendly version, simply visit www.breakpoint.org and click on Today's Commentary. The printer-friendly link is on the left-hand column.
I hope that this, from your own country, answers your question better than anything I could write, Margaret.  As a footnote, let me also say that my own country of Australia is already showing signs of following with the newly-elected mayor of our biggest city, Sydney reportedly banning ‘religious displays’ this Christmas.  The important thing to remember is that, on the Day of Judgement, each of us will stand alone before the Judge and, where we happened to live in our earthly life will not be an issue for, as Revelation 20:13 assures us, each person will be judged according to what HE OR SHE has done.
At the end of December, another email was forwarded to me. It was a letter from an American pastor to President Bush in which he was asked some extremely pertinent questions.  As it is not the place of Beloved King Ministries to specifically address any other nation directly, that letter is not appropriate for inclusion in this magazine.  However, because you have taken the time to express your concerns, I am forwarding Pastor Rich Lang’s letter to you.  As it was written by one of your countrymen I feel that it may help to explain things a little more. DRH.
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Do You Remember?
Shared by Donna Mae Ashburn



Do You Remember When...
A computer was something on TV
in a science fiction show
A window was something you hated to clean
And ram was the cousin of a goat. 

Meg was the name of your girlfriend
And gig was your job that night
Now they all mean different things
And that mega bytes.

An application was for employment
A program was a TV show
A cursor used profanity
A keyboard was a piano.

Compress was something you did to the garbage
Not something you did to a file
And if you unzipped anything in public
You'd be in jail for awhile.

Log on was adding wood to the fire
Hard drive was a long trip on the road
A mouse pad was where a mouse lived
And a backup happened to your commode.

Cut you did with a pocket knife
Paste you did with glue
A web was a spider's home
And a virus was the flu.

I guess I'll stick to my pad and paper
And the memory in my head
I hear nobody's been killed in a computer crash
But, when it happens...they wish they were dead.

The Dying Preacher
Shared by Yvette Burleigh

When they arrived, they were ushered up to his bedroom.  As they entered the room the preacher held out his hands and motioned for them to sit one on each side of his bed.  The preacher grasped their hands, sighed contentedly, smiled and stared at the ceiling.  For a time, no one said anything.

Both the doctor and the lawyer were touched and flattered that the preacher would ask them to be with him during his final moments.  They were also puzzled; the preacher had never given them any indication that he particularly liked either of them.  They both remembered his many long, uncomfortable sermons about greed, covetousness and avaricious behaviour that made them squirm in their seats.

Finally, the doctor said, "Preacher, why did you ask us to come?" 

The old preacher mustered up his strength, then said weakly, "Jesus died between two thieves ... and that's how I want to go."


AND,


The Folded Napkin ... A Truckers Story
(If this doesn't light your fire your wood is wet!!!)
I try not to be biased, but I had my doubts about hiring Stevie.  His placement counsellor assured me that he would be a good, reliable busboy.  But I had never had a mentally handicapped employee and wasn't sure I wanted one. I wasn't sure how my customers would react to Stevie. 
He was short, a little dumpy with the smooth facial features and thick-tongued speech of Downs Syndrome. I wasn't worried about most of my trucker customers because truckers don't generally care who buses tables as long as the meatloaf platter is good and the pies are homemade. The four-wheeler drivers were the ones who concerned me; the mouthy college kids travelling to school; the yuppie snobs who secretly polish their silverware with their napkins for fear of catching some dreaded "truck stop germ" the pairs of white-shirted business men on expense accounts who think every truck stop waitress wants to be flirted with. I knew those people would be uncomfortable around Stevie so I closely watched him for the first few weeks.
I shouldn't have worried. After the first week, Stevie had my staff wrapped around his stubby little finger, and within a month my truck regulars had adopted him as their official truck stop mascot.
After that, I really didn't care what the rest of the customers thought of him. He was like a 21-year-old in blue jeans and Nikes, eager to laugh and eager to please, but fierce in his attention to his duties.  Every salt and pepper shaker was exactly in its place, not a bread crumb or coffee spill was visible when Stevie got done with the table.
Our only problem was persuading him to wait to clean a table until after the customers were finished. He would hover in the background, shifting his weight from one foot to the other, scanning the dining room until a table was empty. Then he would scurry to the empty table and carefully bus dishes and glasses onto cart and meticulously wipe the table up with a practiced flourish of his rag. If he thought a customer was watching, his brow would pucker with added concentration. He took pride in doing his job exactly right, and you had to love how hard he tried to please each and every person he met.
Over time, we learned that he lived with his mother, a widow who was disabled after repeated surgeries for cancer. They lived on their Social Security benefits in public housing two miles from the truck stop.  Their social worker, who stopped to check on him every so often, admitted they had fallen between the cracks. Money was tight, and what I paid him was probably the difference between them being able to live together and Stevie being sent to a group home. 
That's why the restaurant was a gloomy place that morning last August, the first morning in three years that Stevie missed work.  He was at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester getting a new valve or something put in his heart. His social worker said that people with Downs Syndrome often have heart problems at an early age so this wasn't unexpected, and there was a good chance he would come through the surgery in good shape and be back at work in a few months.
A ripple of excitement ran through the staff later that morning when word came that he was out of surgery, in recovery, and doing fine.  Frannie, the head waitress, let out a war whoop and did a little dance in the aisle when she heard the good news. Belle Ringer, one of our regular trucker customers, stared at the sight of this 50-year-old grandmother of four doing a victory shimmy beside his table. Frannie blushed, smoothed her apron and shot Belle Ringer a withering look.
He grinned. "OK, Frannie, what was that all about?" he asked.
"We just got word that Stevie is out of surgery and going to be okay."
"I was wondering where he was. I had a new joke to tell him.  What was the surgery about?"
Frannie quickly told Belle Ringer and the other two drivers sitting at his booth about Stevie's surgery, then sighed: "Yeah, I'm glad he is going to be OK," she said. "But I don't know how he and his Mom are going to handle all the bills. From what I hear, they're barely getting by as it is." 
Belle Ringer nodded thoughtfully, and Frannie hurried off to wait on the rest of her tables.  Since I hadn't had time to round up a busboy to replace Stevie and really didn't want to replace him, the girls were bussing their own tables that day until we decided what to do. After the morning rush, Frannie walked into my office. She had a couple of paper napkins in her hand and a funny look on her face.
"What's up?" I asked.
"I didn't get that table where Belle Ringer and his friends were sitting cleared off after they left, and Pony Pete and Tony Tipper were sitting there when I got back to clean it off," she said. "This was folded and tucked under a coffee cup."  She handed the napkin to me, and three $20 bills fell onto my desk when I opened it. 
On the outside, in big, bold letters, was printed "Something For Stevie. Pony Pete asked me what that was all about," she said, "so I told him about Stevie and his Mom and everything, and Pete looked at Tony and Tony looked at Pete, and they ended up giving me this." 
She handed me another paper napkin that had "Something For Stevie" scrawled on its outside.  Two $50 bills were tucked within its folds. Frannie looked at me with wet, shiny eyes, shook her head and said simply: "truckers."
That was three months ago. Today is Thanksgiving, the first day Stevie is supposed to be back to work. His placement worker said he's been counting the days until the doctor said he could work, and it didn't matter at all that it was a holiday. He called 10 times in the past week, making sure we knew he was coming, fearful that we had forgotten him or that his job was in jeopardy. I arranged to have his mother bring him to work. I then met them in the parking lot and invited them both to celebrate his day back.
Stevie was thinner and paler, but couldn't stop grinning as he pushed through the doors and headed for the back room where his apron and bussing cart were waiting.
"Hold up there, Stevie, not so fast," I said. I took him and his mother by their arms. “Work can wait for a minute. To celebrate you coming back, breakfast for you and your mother is on me!"
I led them toward a large corner booth at the rear of the room.  I could feel and hear the rest of the staff following behind as we marched through the dining room. Glancing over my shoulder, I saw booth after booth of grinning truckers empty and join the procession. We stopped in front of the big table. Its surface was covered with coffee cups, saucers and dinner plates, all sitting slightly crooked on dozens of folded paper napkins.
"First thing you have to do, Stevie, is clean up this mess," I said.  I tried to sound stern. Stevie looked at me, and then at his mother, then pulled out one of the napkins. It had "Something for Stevie" printed on the outside. As he picked it up, two $10 bills fell onto the table.  Stevie stared at the money, then at all the napkins peeking from beneath the tableware, each with his name printed or scrawled on it. 
I turned to his mother.  "There's more than $10,000 in cash and checks on that table, all from truckers and trucking companies that heard about your problems.  "Happy Thanksgiving,"
Well, it got real noisy about that time, with everybody hollering and shouting, and there were a few tears, as well. But you know what's funny?  While everybody else was busy shaking hands and hugging each other, Stevie, with a big, big smile on his face, was busy clearing all the cups and dishes from the table. Best worker I ever hired.
Plant a seed and watch it grow. At this point, you can bury this inspirational message or forward it fulfilling the need! If you shed a tear, hug yourself, because you are a compassionate person.
Well, don’t just sit there! Send this story on!


Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ! 

This month I continue to share from the thought-provoking book,
History of Modern Prisons by Dr. Stephen E. Jones,
which compares prisons of today with what the Bible has to say.
This month we look at
The Bible’s Solution – Part 1 

Permission is granted for non-commercial purposes to copy and freely quote from the contents of this book.
In a nutshell, it is a principle of Bible Law that justice has not been done until full restitution has been made to all the victims of injustice. In other words, the original lawful order must be restored, rather than creating new injustices to try to balance or patch up the old ones. Whenever the nature of the crime is such that restitution is impossible, or when the thief refuses to make restitution to restore the lawful order, the penalty is death. And finally, the thief must take full responsibility for his actions and is the only one liable for his crime.

The basic guideline for handling property crime is defined in Exodus 22:1-4:  1 If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for the ox and four sheep for the sheep. 2 If the thief is caught while breaking in, and is struck so that he dies, there will be no blood-guiltiness on his account. 3 But if the sun has risen on him, there will be blood-guiltiness on his account. He shall surely make restitution; if he owns nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. 4 If what he stole is actually found alive in his possession, whether an ox or a donkey or a sheep, he shall pay double.

The Scripture mandates double restitution be paid to the victim, provided the thief is able to restore the original item that he stole. If he has already damaged the item or sold it, and it is not possible to recover the stolen item, then the thief must repay four or five times the value of the stolen item. Normally, this would be four times the value of the stolen item, such as a sheep or a car. However, if has stolen the tools of a man’s trade—such as an ox in ancient times—the thief must repay five times the value of such tools.

Thus, the Bible did not sentence thieves to prison, but mandated that they repay their victims a precise amount calculated upon the value of the merchandize that was stolen. The judge had no right to increase or decrease that amount. To decrease that amount would defraud the victim; to increase that amount would defraud the thief. Only the victim had the right to forgive the debt in whole or in part, even as the repentant thief would have the right to give the victim more than what the law required.

The Law of Hammurabi

Let us compare God’s Law with the law code of Hammurabi—the common law of Canaan during the days of Moses. Paragraph 8 reads:  “If a man has stolen ox or sheep or ass or pig or ship, whether from the temple or the palace, he shall pay 30-fold. If from a poor man, he shall render 10-fold. If the thief has not wherewith to pay, he shall be put to death.”

It appears from this paragraph that the average common thief who stole from a neighbor had to pay ten-fold restitution. However, since the majority of thieves could not repay such an amount, it is probable that many of them were executed, rather than rehabilitated through labor. Thus, the Bible shows much more mercy toward the thief than does the law of Hammurabi.

The Code of Hammurabi also discriminates between the rich and the poor in a great many of its laws. It demands thirty-fold restitution for theft of a rich man’s property, an amount so unreasonable that it surely amounted to a death sentence in almost all cases. The death penalty was mandated in cases of theft of property from a temple or palace, as we read in Paragraph 6: “If a man has stolen the goods of temple or palace, that man shall be put to death. Further, he who has received the stolen thing from his hand shall be put to death.”

Perhaps the most prominent feature of the Code of Hammurabi is its class distinctions. In these two paragraphs we see at least four classes of people: the poor, the rich, the temple priests, and the political rulers of the palaces. This is in sharp contrast with the divine Law, where all men are guaranteed equal justice before the Law. There are tribal distinctions, of course, along with the distinctions between Israelites and non-Israelites (citizens and aliens), but in the matter of justice, all are equal.

In Exodus 22:2 and 3 we read that if a man is killed while burglarizing a home at night, it is considered justifiable homicide (self-defence). This is because at night it is difficult to see if the burglar is armed or not. Thus, burglars enter at their own risk.

On the other hand, if the burglary occurs during daylight hours, when he can be recognized and more easily apprehended, he is not to be killed unless it is clear that he is threatening someone’s life. God rules that burglary is not to be penalized by death, nor can a man shoot the burglar in order to prevent him from escaping.

This was quite different from the law of Hammurabi, where the burglar was to be executed on the spot and buried next to the place where he committed the crime (Par. 21). No distinction was made between night or day burglaries.

The Bible also makes a merciful provision for rehabilitating a thief who cannot repay his victim. Whereas the Code of Hammurabi prescribes the death penalty, God’s Law demands that he be “sold for his theft” (Ex. 22:3). In other words, the court would determine the total debt owed, and then his labor would be sold to the highest bidder. Whoever would be willing to pay him the highest wages for his labor hired him until his debt was paid.

For example, if the thief owed $5,000 in restitution, the price of his sale would be fixed at $5,000. The bid may begin at six months’ labor, then five, until the least amount of labor time had been bid. The winner of the auction would then take the debt note from the judge and pay the victim the $5,000 owed. The thief would then have to work for his new master (employer) for the amount of time that he had bidden. The thief’s family would go with him, live with him, and be supported by the one who had bought his labor, so the bidder would have to take those expenses into consideration while bidding for the man’s labor. Thus, the thief labors to redeem himself without wasting time in prison like a caged animal.

This was not slavery in the sense that we think of it today, because those working off a debt fell under the protection of the labor laws in the Bible, which protect servants (employees) from being mistreated. The only real inconvenience was that the thief who had been “sold” could not change jobs or escape that job until his time had been completed. If he should try to escape, or if for any other reason he should refuse to restore the lawful order by paying restitution, the penalty was death (Deut. 17:12). This penalty was not imposed for the theft itself, but for contempt of court, which is the refusal to repent and be obedient to God. Society has the right to be protected from those who refuse to restore the lawful order (i.e., hardened criminals).

On the other hand, the thief likewise has the right to be treated like a human being, rather than as an animal. Many have maligned God’s Law as being cruel and merciless, when, in fact, it is man’s laws that are cruel. God is very merciful and has revealed His loving character in His Law. Anyone who has spent time in a modern prison for theft will see this immediately. Given a choice, most of them would be happy to work off a debt, rather than sit in a cage. Prison sentences are a sin.

The benefits of God’s judicial system are obvious. The victims of crime are recompensed quickly and cheaply; the innocent are not made liable for the sins of the guilty; the thief is treated as a debtor working to repay a debt, rather than being caged like an animal and fed at the expense of the taxpayers.

Under this system, all the victims are recompensed at least double as soon as the auction is concluded. The convicted thieves are taught to work in the real world, as opposed to being given work projects at eleven cents an hour behind bars like true slaves. His family does not need to go on welfare, which makes the taxpayers happy. So justice is done without creating more victims and without creating an embittered, hardened criminal. 

Is it any wonder that King David wrote in amazement in Psalm 119:97 and 98:  97 O how I love Thy Law! It is my meditation all the day. 98 Thy commandments make me wiser than my enemies; for they are ever mine.

Is it any wonder that the Apostle Paul, lost for words, wrote in Romans 11:33:  33 O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His JUDGMENTS, and unfathomable His ways!
In next month’s article we will look at more Bible Solutions according to Dr. Stephen A. Jones who graciously gives permission for the use of this article.



How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For Some NEW Bible Quizzes

This is a different link to the one we have run for the last few months so, if you enjoyed the other one, have a go with these.


Selfless Love
Some years ago in a city called Seattle in the United States of America there was a special athletics meeting for children with physical and intellectual disabilities.  One of the events was the hundred metres dash and there were nine contestants.  They all lined up at the start excitedly waiting for the starter’s gun to tell them when to run.

BANG went the gun.  The youngsters all set off enthusiastically, eager to be a winner.  But one little boy tripped and fell down.  As he pulled himself up there were tears in his eyes.  He had been SO keen to do his best and now he felt that he had failed.  It wasn’t the fall that made him cry. It was the fact that he thought he had let himself and all his friends and family who were supporting him down.

But, down the track, one young girl noticed that he wasn’t running beside her any more and so she turned to see what had happened to him.  When she saw him sitting on the track in tears, she immediately stopped running and when the other competitors saw her stop, they all stopped too.

One by one, every single competitor turned and hurried back to the fallen boy.  The girl, who had Down’s syndrome, bent and kissed him, “This will make it all better,” she said lovingly and then all eight of them helped their friend to his feet and together they linked arms and trotted to the finish line.
The result of the race was a dead heat of all nine contestants and the crowd in the stands rose to their feet with loud cheering and clapping that lasted for several minutes.

You know, when that little boy fell down, I imagine his feelings might have been a bit like Jesus’ feelings when he was on the cross.  He cried out, “Father, why have you forsaken me?” because the pain of separation from His Father was much greater that the physical pain He bore.  You see, because sin and God cannot go together, when Jesus accepted responsibility for all the sins of the world, He had to suffer separation from His beloved Father.  He did that willingly because He loves us SO much. 

When those young runners turned back to help their friend that was love too.  Being there to show him that they cared about him was more important than winning the race.  So the question I have for you today is; what is most important to you right now?  Is it pleasing God or is it pleasing yourself?
I ask God to bless all the young people whose parents share Making A Difference with them in this New Year and know that God will answer that prayer because He loves you all very, very much.


PRAYER
By “Malta”
Father, we thank you for this year past and the new one that is upon us.
Grant us in the New Year to come wisdom to share your blessings.
Bestow upon us more patience understanding and deeper love.
 

May we seek to share your love with all precious souls we meet.
As your love is for all mankind sharing your joy with all we greet,
Telling souls of salvation free your love is with us continually.

May we seek a stronger faith and feel secure in our belief.
 May we begin by sharing your love and lift the clouds of fear and hate. 
In faith your kindness is granted as your kindness is what is needed.
 

May our eyes ever be focused as we look forward to that day.
A time of joy and celebration knowing one day soon your Son will come
And take your faithful to heaven as you promised in your revelation.

OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.
I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem! 


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother


By Yvette Burleigh


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philosopherspearl.com/" ��The Philosopher’s Pearl�


Some thought provoking ideas for sceptics





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created, their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


 POEMS


� HYPERLINK "http://www.heartfeltgreets.com/somethinggrandpasd.html" ��A Place Called Love� *


 MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATIONS


� HYPERLINK "http://i.euniverse.com/funpages/cms_content/2529/4candles.swf" ��Four Candles� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.interviewwithgod.com/psalm23.htm" ��Psalm 23� *
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Two Babes in a Manger


Shared by Nancy Wall


In 1994, two Americans answered an invitation from the Russian Department of Education to teach in Russia. They were invited to teach at many places including a large orphanage.  About 100 boys and girls who had been abandoned, abused, and left in the care of a government- run program were in the orphanage. The two Americans relate the following story in their own words:


It was nearing the holiday season, 1994, time for our orphans to hear, for the first time, the traditional story of Christmas. We told them about Mary and Joseph arriving in Bethlehem. Finding no room in the inn, the couple went to a stable, where the Baby Jesus was born and placed in a manger. Throughout the story, the children and orphanage staff sat in amazement as they listened. Some sat on the edges of their stools, trying to grasp every word. 


Completing the story, we gave the children three small pieces of cardboard to make a crude manger. Each child was given a small paper square, cut from yellow napkins I had brought with me. No coloured paper was available in the city. Following instructions, the children tore the paper and carefully laid strips in the manger for straw. Small squares of flannel, cut from a worn-out nightgown an American lady was throwing away as she left Russia, were used for the baby's blanket. 


A doll-like baby was cut from tan felt we had brought from the United States. The orphans were busy assembling their manger as I walked among them to see if they needed any help. All went well until I got to one table where little Misha sat.  He looked to be about 6 years old and had finished his project. As I looked at the little boy's manger, I was startled to see not one, but two babies in the manger. 


Quickly, I called for the translator to ask the lad why there were two babies in the manger. Crossing his arms in front of him and looking at this completed manger scene, the child began to repeat the story very seriously. For such a young boy, who had only heard the Christmas story once, he related the happenings accurately--until he came to the part where Mary put the Baby Jesus in the manger. 


Then Misha started to ad-lib. He made up his own ending to the story as he said, "And when Maria laid the baby in the manger, Jesus looked at me and asked me if I had a place to stay. I told him I have no mamma and I have no papa, so I don't have any place to stay. 


Then Jesus told me I could stay with Him. But I told Him I couldn't, because I didn't have a gift to give Him like everybody else did. But I wanted to stay with Jesus so much, so I thought about what I had that maybe I could use for a gift. I thought maybe if I kept Him warm, that would be a good gift. So I asked Jesus, "If I keep You warm, will that be a good enough gift?" 


And Jesus told me, "If you keep Me warm, that will be the best gift anybody ever gave me."  So I got into the manger, and then Jesus looked at me and He told me I could stay with Him---for always." 


As little Misha finished his story, his eyes brimmed full of tears that splashed down his little cheeks. Putting his hand over his face, his head dropped to the table and his shoulders shook as he sobbed and sobbed.


The little orphan had found Someone who would never abandon nor abuse him, Someone who would stay with him--FOR ALWAYS.


 I've learned that it's not what you have in your life, but who you have in your life that counts.





�








He who pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honour.


Proverbs 21:21











Food For Thought


"WHERE ARE THE ELIJAHS OF GOD?"�by Leonard Ravenhill.


Shared by Ed Damas


To the question, "Where is the Lord God of Elijah?" we answer, "Where He has always been - on the throne!" But where are the Elijahs of God? We know Elijah was "a man of like passions as we are," but alas! we are not men of like prayer as he was. One praying man stands as a majority with God! Today God is bypassing men - not because they are too ignorant, but because they are too self-sufficient. Brethren, our abilities are our handicaps, and our talents our stumbling blocks!


Out of obscurity, Elijah came on to the Old Testament stage, a full-grown man. Queen Jezebel, that daughter of hell, had routed the priests of God and replaced them with groves to false deities. Darkness covered the land and gross darkness the people, and they were drinking iniquity like water. Every day the land, fouled with heathen temples and idolatrous rites, saw smoke curling from a thousand cruel altars.


Elijah lived with God. He thought about the nation's sin like God; he grieved over sin like God; he spoke against sin like God. He was all passion in his prayers and passionate in his denunciation of evil in the land. He had no smooth preaching. Passion fired his preaching, and his words were on the hearts of men as molten metal on their flesh.


Brethren, if we will do God's work in God's way, at God's time, with God's power, we shall have God's blessing and the devil's curses. When God opens the windows of heaven to bless us, the devil will open the doors of hell to blast us. God's smile means the devil's frown! Mere preachers may help anybody and hurt nobody; but prophets will stir everybody and madden somebody. The preacher may go with the crowd; the prophet goes against it. A man freed, fired, and filled with God will be branded unpatriotic because he speaks against his nation's sins; unkind because his tongue is a two-edged sword; unbalanced because the weight of preaching opinion is against him. Preachers make pulpits famous; prophets make prisons famous. The preacher will be heralded; the prophet hounded.


Ah! brother preachers, we love the old saints, missionaries, martyrs, reformers: our Luthers, Bunyans, Wesleys, Asburys, etc. We will write their biographies, reverence their memories, frame their epitaphs, and build their monuments. We will do anything except imitate them. We cherish the last drop of their blood, but watch carefully the first drop of our own!


Oh, my ministering brethren! Much of our praying is but giving God advice. Our praying is discolored with ambition, either for ourselves or for our denomination. Perish the thought! Our goal must be God alone. It is His honor that is defiled, His blessed Son who is ignored, His laws broken, His name profaned, is book forgotten, His house made a circus of social efforts.


Does God ever need more patience with His people than when they are "praying"? We tell Him what to do and then how to do it. We pass judgments and make appreciations in our prayers. In short, we do everything except pray! No Bible school can teach us this art. What Bible school has "prayer" on its curriculum? The most important thing a man can study is the prayer part of the book. But where is this taught? Let us strip off the last bandage and declare that many of our presidents and teachers do not pray, shed no tears, know no travail. Can they teach what they do not know?


The man who can get believers to praying would, under God, usher in the greatest revival that the world has ever known. There is no fault in God. He is able. God "is able to do according to the power that worketh in us." God's problem today is not communism, nor yet Romanism, nor liberalism, nor modernism. God's problem is - dead fundamentalism!


"So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spew you out of my mouth." - Rev. 3:16.


Sin today is both glamorized and popularized, thrown into the ear by radio, thrown into the eye by television, and splashed on popular magazine covers. Churchgoers, sermon-sick and teaching-tired, leave the meeting as they entered it - visionless and passionless! Oh God, give this perishing generation ten thousand John the Baptists!


Just as Moses could not mistake the sight of the burning bush, so a nation could not mistake the sight of a burning man! God meets fire with fire. John the Baptist was a new man with a new message. As a man accused of murder hears the dread cry of the judge, "Guilty!" and pales at it, so the crowd heard John's cry, "Repent!" until it rang down the corridors of their minds, stirred memory, bowed the conscience and brought them terror-stricken to repentance and baptism! After Pentecost, the onslaught of Peter, fresh from his fiery baptism of the Spirit, shook the crowd until as one man they cried out: "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" Imagine someone telling these sin-stricken men, "Just sign a card! Attend church regularly! Pay your tithes!" No! A thousand times no!


"Oh, my God! If in our cultivated unbelief and our theological twilight and our spiritual powerlessness, we have grieved and are continuing to grieve Thy Holy Spirit, then in mercy spew us out of Thy mouth!  If Thou cannot do something with us and through us, then please God, do something without us! Bypass us, and take up a people who have not yet known Thee!"














Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD, �It rained for our whole vacation and is my father mad!�He said some things about you that people are not supposed to say, but I hope you will not hurt him anyway. 


Your friend, (But I am not going to tell you who I am.)





I’M THANKFUL


FOR TOO MUCH E-MAIL�BECAUSE IT MEANS I HAVE FRIENDS WHO ARE THINKING OF ME.





�  


Are you committing adultery, fornication, masturbation, lying, cheating, stealing, killing, using filthy language, pornography, drugs, drunkenness, witchcraft, homosexuality and, above all, disobedience.


No such person will inherit the Kingdom of God.


Sin is sin and the Lord says, for it is written, Be Holy for I am Holy.


 Does God lie? No he does not.


He is not a man who should lie.


So believe what he is telling you in his Holy word.


Repent today and turn from wickedness.


If you are making a conscious choice to do anything that is a sin against God,


 You are willingly sinning!


Get out of your mess today!


 Do not return to your own vomit.


 Jesus was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities.


When you were saved you were forgiven of your sins.


The Lord never told you to continue on in sin, he said, Go and sin no more!


Do not return to your sins unless a worse thing come upon you!


Take up your cross and Walk Out of your Mess today!


You can do this with God's help, just do your part and take the first step.


 Step out of your mess once and for all.


 Do not look back like Lots wife.


Fight the good fight!


Run a righteous race.


Have faith in God.


 Start walking into holiness: doing things Gods way, not your way.


Die to your flesh, listening to your flesh will ruin you!


Accept Jesus Christ into your heart today if you have not done this.


If you are a Christian living in sin, recommit your heart to the Lord today.


The Lord is waiting with open arms, he loves you!


He wishes not ONE would die in their sins.


He is correcting the church; we need to listen to him.


He is reaching out to those who do not know him.


O Thank you Lord! Thank you!


Listening to God and walking in righteousness and obedience,


 Will save your soul from eternal damnation.


Your body is not your own.


Present your body as a living sacrifice,


Holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.


Has the Church become just like the heathen?


Your body is God's Holy temple and continuing in willing sins IS polluting Gods house!


The Holy bible is twisted by man who wants to find excuses to remain in his sin.


He wants to be justified for living a sinful life.


There are NO excuses to sin anywhere in Gods Holy word.


Do not be deceived Church.


It is time to take out the trash and clean up Gods house.


Move forward church.


The blinders are now removed, there are No excuses to sin.


There never were.


Be honest with yourself first, so you can get real with God.


Do not lie to the Holy Ghost.


(Remember Ananias and Sapphira)


 Be not conformed to this world, be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 


Prove what is good, and acceptable, and the perfect will of God. 


Show the world the way, the truth and the light.


 Show the world what it is to walk in holiness.


Come out of the world, if you are chosen, you are Not like the rest of the world.


 Take a dip in the pool of Bethesda and be made whole today.


In this pool lay impotent people; blind and withered, waiting for the moving of the water.


The water is moving just get into the pool.


Whosoever steps into the water will be made whole.


 Jesus asks you today... 


Wilt thou be made whole?


Will you take up your bed and walk?


Are you willing to walk out of your mess today?


 Flee from your lust, follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace; call upon the Lord with a pure heart.


If any man be in Christ Jesus he is a new creature.


Old things have passed away behold all things become new.


Put off concerning the former ways of the old man which is corrupt.


Put on the new man which, after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.


There is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit.


 Mark 8:34


And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, 


 Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 


 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed!


Hallelujah!!! Hallelujah!!! Hallelujah!!!


Speak out against wickedness, abominations and sin!


Do not close your eyes anymore or turn your head.


You know right from wrong.


Only God’s truth shall set the captives free!


Speak forth the TRUTH!


Starting today.


 Ten Commandments


I. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.


II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.�III. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain.�IV. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord.�V. Honour thy father and thy mother.�VI. Thou shalt not kill.�VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery.�VIII. Thou shalt not steal.�IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.�X. Thou shalt not covet any thing that is thy neighbour's.











I MAKE NO RESOLUTIONS.


I SIMPLY SURRENDER TO GOD.


By Jerry Miller


I try not to make oaths or give promises. I feel things should be the way the Bible says they should. God tells us to let our "yes" mean "yes" and our "no" mean "no." In other words, be a man or woman whose word is their bond.


James 5:12 ~ But most of all, my brothers and sisters, never take an oath, by heaven or earth or anything else. Just say a simple yes or no, so that you will not sin and be condemned for it. (NLT)


I HAVE A DETERMINATION TO GIVE ALL OF WHAT I KNOW OF ME TO ALL I KNOW OF GOD! I am not foolish enough to presume I can make a promise today that will I will never, ever break.


Because I cannot trust myself to be eternally faithful to God, I ask Him on a daily basis to create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a right spirit within me. Psalms 51:10 ~ (NLT)


This means I am asking God (therefore acknowledging I cannot do it) to transform my inner being to a state of pureness. It means I am asking God to make anew my moral character. 


I MAKE NO RESOLUTIONS. I SIMPLY SURRENDER TO GOD.


That does not mean I will not have to fight spiritual battles, or that I won't have to work at resisting temptation.


It means I know I cannot live spiritually by the power of my human nature or in the strength of my own abilities.


AS A NEW YEAR APPROACHES, THINK MORE OF THE SURRENDERING OF YOUR SELF TO GOD THAN OF MAKING HIM GREAT PROMISES.


James 4: 13-16 ~ 13 Look here, you people who say, "Today or tomorrow we are going to a certain town and will stay there a year. We will do business there and make a profit." 14 How do you know what will happen tomorrow? For your life is like the morning fog--it's here a little while, and then it's gone. 15 What you ought to say is, "If the Lord wants us to, we will live and do this or that." 16 Otherwise you will be boasting about your own plans, and all such boasting is evil.


Matthew 11: 28-30 ~ 28 Then Jesus said, "Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke fits perfectly, and the burden I give you is light." 


Whatever it is that you hope to accomplish in the coming New Year, NOTHING can compare to being who and what God wants you to be, and walking in His will daily.


Don't make promises to God. Instead, surrender all you know of yourself to all you know of Him. Let your word be your bond. Allow Him to create and renew you into a man or woman with a clean heart and a pure spirit. Daily ask Him to work on you from the inside out.


























































































































 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt BA


SECOND EDITION NOW SOLD OUT!


The third printing will be available soon so


ORDER YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" �CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM�


     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 





The Sherry Walter Message


Quit Laying In Your Mess...  Get Up And Walk!


 If you are in willing sins take heed - you are in serious danger!  














A MOMENT TO CONSIDER


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider


Servant Soldier Ministries


We were the only family with children in the restaurant.  I sat Erik in a high chair and noticed everyone was quietly eating and talking.


Suddenly, Erik squealed with glee and pounded his fat baby hands on the highchair tray.  His eyes were crinkled in laughter and his mouth was bared in a toothless grin, as he wriggled and giggled with merriment.


I looked around and saw the source of his merriment.  It was a man whose pants were baggy with a zipper at half-mast and his toes poked out of would-be shoes.  His shirt was dirty and his hair was uncombed and unwashed.  His whiskers were too short to be called a beard and his nose was so varicose it looked like a road map.  We were too far from him to smell, but I was sure he smelled.  His hands waved and flapped on loose wrists. "Hi there, baby; Hi there, big boy. I see ya, buster," the man said to Erik.


My husband and I exchanged looks.  Erik continued to laugh. Everyone in the restaurant noticed and looked at us and then at the man.  The old geezer was creating a nuisance with my beautiful baby.


Our meal came and the man began shouting from across the room, "Do ya patty cake?  Do you know peek-a-boo? Hey, look, he knows peek-a-boo."


Nobody thought the old man was cute.  He was obviously drunk.  My husband and I were embarrassed.  We ate in silence; all except for Erik, who was running through his repertoire for the admiring skid-row bum, who in turn, reciprocated with his cute comments.


We finally got through the meal and headed for the door.  My husband went to pay the check and told me to meet him in the parking lot.  The old man sat poised between me and the door. "Lord, just let me out of here before he speaks to me or Erik," I prayed.


As I drew closer to the man, I turned my back trying to sidestep and avoid him.  As I did, Erik leaned over my arm, reaching with both arms in a baby's "pick-me-up" position. Before I could stop him, Erik had propelled himself from my arms to the man's.


Suddenly a very old smelly man and a very young baby consummated their love relationship.  Erik in an act of total trust, love, and submission laid his tiny head upon the man's ragged shoulder.  The man's eyes closed, and I saw tears hover beneath his lashes.  His aged hands full of grime, pain, and hard labor, cradled my baby's bottom and stroked his back. No two beings loved so deeply for so short a time.  I stood awestruck.


The old man rocked and cradled Erik in his arms and his eyes opened and set squarely on mine. He said in a firm commanding voice, "You take care of this baby."


Somehow I managed, "I will," from a throat that contained a stone.  He pried Erik from his chest unwillingly, longingly, as though he were in pain.


I received my baby, and the man said, "God bless you, ma'am, you've given me my Christmas gift."  I said nothing more than a muttered thanks.


I felt it was God asking, "Are you willing to share your son for a moment when I shared Mine for all eternity?�  The ragged old man, unwittingly, had reminded me, "To enter the Kingdom of God, we must become as little children."


With Erik in my arms, I ran for the car. My husband was wondering why I was crying and holding Erik so tightly, and why I was saying, "My God, my God, forgive me."  I had just witnessed Christ's love shown through the innocence of a tiny child who saw no sin, who made no judgment; a child who saw a soul, and a mother who saw a suit of clothes.  I was a Christian who was blind, holding a child who was not.


Have you ever asked the Lord to plant  the seed of unconditional love in your heart?  It can grow into a mighty tree rooted in Jesus Christ who came to die so everyone would understand how much their Creator loved them and others, no matter what they wear as clothing or the baggage of the culture they grew up and live in.





THE BKM PLEDGE


As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."


Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.


It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.


"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.


I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY DAY


I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.


  THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED


 WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS


If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium


PLEASE �HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org?subject=PRAYER PARTNER NEEDED"��WRITE� TO US


Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.


 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES


FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR


(That's less than forty cents a week!)


YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY


AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE


 


TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES


 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �Email� your pledge NOW and send all donations to:


Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.


(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the Australian banks won't accept anything else!)


 Jesus said,


"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)


 AND


WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS


SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING!  WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!


SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.


 God bless you all.


David R Holt











BKM WEB SITE ADDITION


With special permission from Barry Adams at


� HYPERLINK "http://fathersloveletter.com/index.html" ��Father Heart Communications�


a truly beautiful new page has been added 


to the Beloved King Ministries’ web site.


Click � HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org" ��HERE� to go to the BKM home page


Then scroll down and click the title


Father’s Love Letter


The wording will scroll automatically as you listen to


Roy Lamont


wonderfully speaking God’s Own words of love to you.


Turn up the sound and allow yourself to be absorbed by God’s words.


I pray that you will be richly blessed


And thank Barry for his gracious permission.


Please feel free to share this blessing with everyone you know.


(You may need to click the refresh button once both the graphics and the sound track have downloaded so that they synchronise properly.) 











�





HAVE YOUR SAY!


Do you have any questions? 


Do you have any suggestions?


Do you have any ideas?


YOU DO!


Then why not visit a great new Christian forum site where YOU can post your very own thoughts, opinions and ideas as well as post questions where everyone visiting the forum can offer their answers?


Click below to visit this great new web site where YOUR comments are important.


� HYPERLINK "http://wolvesforchrist.com/forum/" ��WFC Christian Forums


�By the way, just because this site is owned and operated by a great Christian teenager, it’s NOT just for young people.


EVERYONE IS WELCOME


So, whether you are 9 or 90, why not take a while to visit right now, register as a contributor AND JOIN IN?�









BEYOND PRISON 


With Yvette Burleigh











Think About It!


A Steven Wright Gem shared by Nancy Wall


Why do psychics have to ask you for your name?
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