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Greetings and God's blessings to you all
Here on the Queensland coast we are in the middle of winter.  That means that, whilst day time temperatures are usually in the higher teens (that’s around 65° for you American readers!), night time temperatures are plummeting to as low as two or three degrees (36°) and even below zero in some places!  When I think about some of the colder climates around the world, I cannot help but echo my great namesake, David’s words to God (above) for the wonderful environment He has placed me in.  Winter is a dry time here with clear blue skies and gentle breezes and, as Queenslanders say, one day is beautiful and the next is perfect!  In August, the westerly winds begin to blow in from the “red centre” of Australia and, when these follow long spells of dryness, there can be huge dust storms.
But the farmers desperately need rain.  In many places drought restrictions are already in force.  Make no mistake, Australia is a harsh land and yet, even in that harshness, the hand of God can be seen everywhere.  Almost overnight the desert can be transformed into an enormous garden filled with wildflowers.
Australia is a land of climatic extremes.  When it’s hot, it’s VERY hot and yet there are ski resorts in the Great Dividing Range of southern New South Wales and Victoria.  From desperate drought conditions like we are experiencing now, we can go in just a few hours to flooding.  When it rains here, it rains!  How many times I have stood with my hands raised to heaven as an awesome Queensland thunder and lightning storm rages and sung “How Great Thou Art” at the top of my voice as the rain buckets down. Unless you are an avid sun-soaker, mid summer is probably not the best time to visit Queensland as the heat coupled with the high humidity of the coastal areas of population can be very debilitating if you’re not used to it.  But if any readers are contemplating a visit “down under,” spring and autumn are absolutely delightful times.
My personal idea of a wonderful holiday for a resident of the northern hemisphere would be to spend at least three weeks in February touring both islands of New Zealand and then move across the Tasman Sea to southern Australia and work your way north towards the Great Barrier Reef in northern Queensland at as leisurely a pace as time permits so that you arrive after the autumnal equinox.  I can promise you all that you will receive a warm welcome when you get to the Brisbane area.  Be sure to be here on a Sabbath so that we can share God’s wonderful holy-day together.  How does a picnic lunch at the local Daisy Hill Koala Sanctuary sound?
Whether you are a regular correspondent or one of those passive readers who has enjoyed receiving our magazine each month I want you to know that you are prayed for every single day. I love every single one of you and praise God for you.  If you are reading your very first "Making A Difference" I extend a special welcome to you and hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you.  This month we begin a new feature from Sherry Walter whose inspiring testimony can be read at the BKM website on the Testimonies page (just follow the links from the second button from the bottom on the left of the screen).  I would like to encourage you to encourage Sherry by sending your supportive comments on her new column.
I would also like to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear people who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.

I pray that God will abundantly bless your month, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and your loved ones will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail as never before.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.

David R Holt
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A SPECIAL REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  All you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel and the magazine will open).  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

Of course, all past editions of Making A Difference are on the Beloved King Ministries’ web site too. Just click HERE and then, when the home page opens, click the “Making A Difference” button fifth from the top on the left of your screen. Then click the editions you want to see.
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DISCLAIMER

Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.

[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.jpg]



Ticket to Ride
Whilst those readers who are old enough to remember the Beatles could be forgiven for humming the tune right now, I want to take a look at a totally different look at what this expression means.
The wages of sin, defined in 1 John 3:4 as “the transgression of the Law,” is death and when Jesus became the ultimate sacrificial offering in the place of every person who has ever lived on this planet and paid those wages, He bought EVERYONE a ticket to ride the train to His kingdom. When He rose from His tomb Jesus defeated Satan’s “number one weapon” – death – once and for all.  We need to take particular note that God shows absolutely no favouritism (Acts 10:34).  In the light (or, perhaps, darkness) of recent world-shaking events, it may seem difficult for some to accept that Jesus bought that ticket not only for Christians (and those who SAY they are!!) but also for Muslims, Buddhists, and followers of any other belief system you care to mention and, yes, even atheists.  
So does that mean that everyone will be there in the kingdom?  Well, that’s a rhetorical question and I don’t imagine there is a single reader who would have answered “yes” (if there is, please write privately to me because you are in desperate need of guidance and instruction!).  A more reasonable question would be; WHO will be there?  For example, what about a murderer who accepts Jesus as his Saviour on death row and goes to the chair singing praises to God?  Now I suspect that many of you are saying “Hallelujah! Another soul saved” because you sincerely believe that criminal will be there.  But I want to tell you that singing praises to God and to Jesus won’t guarantee anyone entrance.  There’s a LOT more to it than that.
Before we examine WHAT more there is though, let’s follow the “ticket to ride” metaphor through.  

Over the years I have experienced a lot of “hard graft” explaining to some people that, whilst Jesus gift of salvation is unconditional the acceptance of it is certainly NOT.  The big problem is that many folk simply don’t understand the disparity between giving and receiving.  They erroneously assume that the one automatically guarantees the other but I want to show you that is not so.  

Because my success rate in explaining this disparity has not been great, I took it to God and, as I knelt in silent prayer, that old Beatles tune kept ringing in my head.  At first, I rebuked myself for “thinking” a pop song when I was supposed to be communing with God.  But, no matter how I tried to ignore it, it wouldn’t go away.  Then it hit me!  This was God’s amazing way of showing me a way to explain the message.  So then I began to picture the scene that the Lord had set the stage for.  
An elderly woman is deeply missing her son whose job as a tropical diseases specialist has taken him to live in a country where there is a terrible epidemic of a fatal illness and so she takes her last savings and goes to the travel agent and buys a ticket for her son to fly half way around the world to spend some time together.  The ticket is paid for in full.  All airport taxes and insurance are included and the mother writes to her son telling him that the ticket is waiting to be picked up at a travel agency right there in the town where he is living.  All he has to do is go and collect it.  Of course, he will need to provide proof of identity before the ticket will be handed over but Jesus doesn’t even require that because He not only knows who you are but how many hairs you have on your head!!  

Because of the serious epidemic, the young man’s home country has placed very strict but reasonable requirements on all travellers from the plague-torn country.  After all, there are no instances of the fatal disease in the homeland and, quite naturally, the government wants to keep it that way as their duty to their own citizens.  For example, anyone who has been in the foreign country must pass a thorough medical examination and carry up-to-date vaccination documents.  NO natural products may be transported and, as an added precaution, travel between the countries has been limited to only one day each month when special quarantine facilities are set up to handle travellers.  
Now the son is thrilled that his mother has bought him a ticket home and looks forward eagerly to the reunion with her.  Much as he wants to take his mum a gift typical of his new home, because of the restrictions on natural products, he reluctantly passes on that.  He willingly undergoes the medical examination and vaccination updates.  Everything on the extensive list of requirements is fulfilled until it comes to the day of the flight.  He does everything by the book – well, almost everything! It just so happens that he has some very plausible reasons why the set travel date is not convenient.  He has important high-ranking patients to see and has even managed to squeeze a cherished social engagement with some colleagues in between his arduous duties.  
Now it also happens that, the day after the social dinner, a special supply aircraft from the son’s home country is bringing in a load of urgently needed medical supplies.  The two crews of the aircraft don’t even leave the sealed cockpit area whilst the ‘plane is on the ground in the diseased country and only stay long enough for the cargo containers to be offloaded by men wearing protective suits before flying home empty.  What possible harm could it do for the young specialist to hop onboard for the flight home?  He’s a medical man and has had all the checks and vaccinations.  He dearly loves his homeland and would never do anything to risk jeopardising its excellent health.  He’s a RESPONSIBLE man!
So, just before the aircraft taxis out for take-off, the young man takes a seat in the freight area for the eighteen hour flight home.  He has a few rations to see him through the journey and, since the cargo area isn’t heated, he wraps up in all the warm clothing he has. 
Now for the crunch question!  If you were the immigration official in the home country, would YOU allow him in?  Remember, the rules were made with the welfare of the whole population in mind.  The special once-a-month quarantine facilities are shut down on the day the freighter arrives.  A senior government official is called.  He is told that the young man has a valid and fully paid ticket and all his papers are in order. But, with much sadness, because he knows the wonderful humanitarian work the young man has done to help the plagued country’s people; he is forced to send the young man back.  He simply cannot take the risk of infecting the disease-free country.  The young man had a ticket to ride but he caught the wrong ‘plane!
So it is with Jesus.  He only made ten requirements of humanity.  That, in itself is interesting because in what he considers to be his wisdom (???), man has managed to create several hundred thousand more!  But, when it comes to our well-being as creatures made in the likeness of our Creator, ten is enough.  None of them are onerous – that is, unless you cherish things that are bad for you or for others.  The first four of God’s rules concern our relationship with Him and the other six, our relationship with each other.

The four concerning our relationship with God are, quite simply, because that’s the way HE wants it whilst the six concerning our relationships with each other is because they optimise all our lives.  They don’t favour one race above another or any level of achievement or station.  God’s rules create a level playing field.  EVERYONE is equal.

And, when He walked this earth, Jesus gave a very clear indication of the vital importance of His rules when he told another young achiever, “If you want to enter life, obey the Commandments.” (Matthew 19:17).  Is there anything about those nine simple words that is hard to understand?

People who, in desperate attempts to justify their own disobedience, tell you that they are saved by grace and obeying the Commandments to get into Jesus’ kingdom is legalistic don’t really have the slightest clue what they are talking about.  Their salvation is, absolutely correctly, available to them by grace.  No one could EVER earn that for himself!  The ticket to ride to Jesus’ kingdom is PAID FOR by His blood and His life.  Your ticket IS YOURS!  It has YOUR NAME on it.  It isn’t transferable.  But, for your own sake, turn it over and read the terms of issue on the back.
Read what the Lord said in the last three verses of the book of Isaiah.  “As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me, so will your name and descendants endure.  From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before me.  And they will go out and look upon the dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; their worm will not die, nor will their fire be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.” 

Since, as I stated at the beginning of this editorial, Jesus bought a ticket for EVERYONE, why will some look on the dead bodies of others?  Well, the answer is right there in the Scripture beloved!  The dead ones REBELLED against the Lord – that is, they wilfully and knowingly DISOBEYED Him.  They had a ticket but burned their boarding pass!  I don’t imagine that when John Lennon wrote the words of his song that he realised just how significant the line, “She’s got a ticket to ride, but she don’t care” really are!
Do YOU care?  Or is your own fleeting “convenience” more important than your eternal life?  If you told your loved one that you really cared for him or her and, because YOU like them, gave flowers that you know produce a terrible allergic reaction how much would your loved one think of your “care”?

Sadly, there’s a popular cliché that a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush implying that what you have now is better than what you might have if you get lucky.  Is your salvation like two birds in a bush beloved or do you believe without any shadow of doubt that it IS guaranteed?  Well, it’s only guaranteed provided YOU fulfil the requirements of the deal!  To get on that ‘plane you need a boarding pass and to get a boarding pass, you have to fulfil ALL the requirements outlined on your ticket even though that ticket is fully paid for.

Lots and lots of people will front-up at the gates to Jesus’ kingdom holding their paid-for tickets in their blood-stained hands saying, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name cast out many demons and perform many miracles?” only to be turned away.  John, the disciple who described himself as the one Jesus loved, wrote, “The man who says ‘I know Him’ but does not do what He commands is a liar and the truth is not in him.” (1 John 2:4).
Contrary to what many preachers tell you; your salvation is in YOUR hands now.  Jesus has already done His part.  To get nourishment from food you have to eat it!  Just looking at it doesn’t work.  Talking about it doesn’t work!

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son so that all who believe in Him shall not perish but have life everlasting.  Please note the tense beloved.  “GAVE” – not “will give” or “is giving” – it’s a done deal.  When people ask you, “When did you get saved?” (as some so-called Christians like to do), what is your answer?  Perhaps the question they really mean to ask is, “When did you ACCEPT the salvation that was bought and paid for almost 2000 years ago?”  If that is the case, what DEMONSTRATION of your acceptance do you give?  Just SAYING you accept it is nothing more than lip service.  How are you PROVING it?
DRH
[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.jpg]



[image: image10.bmp]
[image: image11.jpg]





 



MANY ARE CALLED BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN.
  By Sherry Walter
How my heart weeps for those whom do not know the Lord.
He has cried out, 
"Come to me. Turn from sin and come to your Father!”
Many turn a deaf ear.
Serving the Lord is just out of the question, for the sins of the world are more appealing, and more important than The Lord.
He is grieved!  His sorrow is stirred.
Today, the Lord says to you, 
“The mouth of hell grows continually, for I will curse the wicked, and I will bless the righteous.
I have made it so simple for people to come before me.
The moment anyone repents I forgive, yet so few repent.
So few ask me to dwell within their hearts.
They do not know or understand the great love I have for them.
  One makes his bed in Heaven, or one makes his bed in hell eternally.
I wish that none would perish.
 “The righteous shall dwell in my Holy habitation.
You shall be rewarded my chosen ones for your faithfulness.
For My children I have called, many need to humble themselves before me.
Repent of thy sins before you offer up prayer.
I Am Holy!
 “Come before My throne room of grace with a purified heart.
Unrepented sins are not welcome in my presence.
 Humble yourselves children.
Bow your knees before Me.
Surrender all for I am The Lord.
Come to me as a child.
 When you awake in the morning, come to me first before your day starts. 
Do not let anything come before Me.
I am a jealous God.
I am the first and the Last.
Start your day with me and end your night with me.
“Set me as High Priority in your life.
Let nothing I say come before "El Shaddai" The Almighty God!
 “Have a true and faithful relationship with your Father.
I see and know all!
I know when you give me your everything and when you’re trying to give me leftovers.
I am looking for each one of you daily to communicate with you personally.
Man must live on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.
Read my word daily my children,
 I will communicate with you through my word.
 

“Relationship is what I am seeking with my children.
Do you go throughout yours days,
 not communicating with your children or husbands and wives?
How can you go throughout your days,
 not communicating with your heavenly Father and remain in Me?
 

 “I am the vine you are the branches.
 Abide in me and I in you at all times.
I love you my children.
 I am calling you into a deeper and meaningful relationship with me.
Come my children, talk to me.  I wait for thee.
Come before me this day and we shall begin a TRUE relationship.
I know that many of my children do not give me their all.
That will change today if you really seek to know me.
Here I Am!!!!
Do you really love ME?”

More Than Was Asked For
Shared by Ed Damas
Johnny, a very bright 5 year old, told his daddy he'd like to have a baby brother and, along with his request, offered to do whatever he could to help. His dad, a very bright 35 year old, paused for a moment and then replied, "I'll tell you what, Johnny, if you pray every day for two months for a baby brother, I guarantee that God will give you one!" 

Johnny responded eagerly to his dad's challenge and went to his bedroom early that night to start praying for a baby brother. 

He prayed every night for a whole month, but after that time, he began to get skeptical. He checked around the neighbourhood and found out that what he thought was going to happen, had never occurred in the history of the neighbourhood. You just don't pray for two months and then, whammo- a new baby brother. So, Johnny quit praying. After another month, Johnny's mother went to the hospital. When she came back home, Johnny's parents called him into the bedroom. He cautiously walked into the room, not expecting to find anything, and there was a little bundle lying right next to his mother. His dad pulled back the blanket and there was -- not one baby brother, but two!! His mother had twins! 

Johnny's dad looked down at him and said, "Now aren't you glad you prayed?" 

Johnny hesitated a little and then looked up at his dad and said, "Yes, but aren't you glad I quit when I did?"



Hymns for the "Over 50" Crowd

Shared by Nancy Wall
1. " Just a 'Slower' Walk with Thee"
2. "It Is Well With My Soul",
But My Knees Hurt
3. "Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing"
4. "Precious Lord, Take My Hand",
And Help Me Up
5. "Count Your Many 'Birthdays',
Count Them One By One"
6. "Go Tell It on A Mountain", But Speak Up
7. "Give Me the Old 'Timers' Religion"
8. "Blessed Insurance"
9. "Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer",
(I've Forgotten Where I've Parked the Truck)
GOD BLESS US ALL
YOUNG AND OLD

The Hole Truth

Carl Spillman tells of a young preacher asked by a funeral director to hold a graveside service for a man who died with no family or friends. 

The preacher got lost on the way to the country cemetery. When he arrived a half-hour late he saw a backhoe and crew, but the hearse was nowhere in sight and the workmen were eating lunch. 

The diligent pastor went to the open grave, to find the vault lid in place. But still he preached an impassioned and lengthy service. 

Returning to his car, he felt he had done his duty in spite of his tardiness. 

Then he overheard one of the workers: "I've been putting in septic tanks for 20 years, and I ain't never seen anything like that."

AND,


Puppy for Sale

Adapted and shared by Ronnie Leviner

This was the last litter of puppies we were going to allow our Cocker Spaniel to have.  It had been a very long night for me. Precious, our only black Cocker was having a very difficult time with the delivery of her puppies.  I laid on the floor beside her large four-foot square cage watching her every movement.  I was watching and waiting just in case we had to rush her to the veterinarian.
After six hours the puppies started to appear.  The first born was a black and white party dog.  The second and third puppies were tan and brown in colour.  The fourth and fifth were also spotted black and white.  "One, two, three, four, five," I counted to myself as I walked down the hallway to wake up Judy and tell her that everything was fine.  As we walked back down the hallway and into the spare bedroom, I noticed a sixth puppy had been born and was now lying all by itself over to the side of the cage.
I picked up the small puppy and laid it on top of the large pile of puppies, which were whining and trying to nurse on the mother. Instantly Precious pushed the small puppy away from rest of the group and refused to recognize it as a member of her family.
"Something's wrong," said Judy.  I reached over and picked up the puppy.  My heart sank inside my chest when I saw the little puppy was hare-lipped and could not close its little mouth.
We had gone through this once before last year with another one of our cockers.  That experience like to have killed me when the puppy died and I had to bury it.  If there was any way to save this animal I was going to give it my best shot.
All the puppies born that night, with the exception of the small hare-lipped pup, were very valuable because of their unusual colouring.  Most would bring between five to seven hundred dollars each.
The next day I took the puppy to the vet.  I was told nothing could be done unless we were willing to spend about a thousand dollars to try and correct the defect.  He told us that the puppy would die mainly because it could not suckle.
After returning home Judy and I decided that we could not afford to spend that kind of money without getting some type of assurances from the vet that the puppy had a chance to live. However, that did not stop me from purchasing a syringe and feeding the puppy by hand, which I did every day and night, every two hours, for more than ten days.
The fifth week I placed an ad in the newspaper, and within a week we had taken deposits on all of the pups, except the one with the deformity.  The little guy had learned to eat on his own as long as it was soft canned food.
Late that afternoon I had gone to the store to pick up a few groceries. Upon returning I happened to see the old retired school teacher who lived across the street from us waving at me.  She had read in the paper that we had puppies for sale and was wondering if she might buy one from us for her grandson.
I told her all the puppies had been sold, but I would keep my eyes open for anyone else who might have a cocker spaniel for sale.  I also mentioned we never kept a deposit should someone change their mind, and if so I would let her know.
Within days all but one of the puppies had been picked up by their new owners.  This left me with one brown and tan cocker, as well as the smaller hare-lipped puppy.  Two days passed without me hearing anything from the gentleman who had placed a deposit on the tan and brown pup.  So I telephoned the school teacher and told her I had one puppy left and that she was welcome to come and look at it.  She advised me that she was going to pick up her grandson and would come over about eight o'clock that evening.  
Judy and I were eating supper when we heard a knock on the front door.  When I opened the door, the man who had placed a $100 deposit on the dog was standing there.  We walked inside where I filled out the paperwork, he paid me the balance of the money, and I handed him the puppy.
Judy and I did not know what to do or say if the teacher showed up with her grandson.  Sure enough at exactly eight o'clock the doorbell rang.  I opened the door and there was the school teacher with her grandson standing behind her.  I explained to her the man had come for the puppy just an hour before and there were no puppies left.
"I'm sorry, Jeffery.  They sold all the puppies," she told her grandson.  
Just at that moment, the small puppy left in the bedroom began to yelp.  "My puppy!  My puppy!" yelled the little boy as he ran out from behind his grandmother.
I just about fell over when I saw that the small child was hare-lipped.  The boy ran past me as fast as he could down the hallway to where the puppy was still yelping.  When the three of us made it to the bedroom, the small boy was holding the puppy in his arms.  He looked up at his grandmother and said, "Look Grandma.  They sold all the puppies except the pretty one, and he looks just like me."
Well, old Grandma wasn't the only one with tears in her eyes that day.  Judy and I stood there, not knowing what to do.  "Is this puppy for sale?" asked the school teacher.
"My grandma told me these kinds of puppies are real expensive and that I have to take real good care of it," said the little boy who was now hugging the puppy.
"Yes, ma'am.  This puppy is for sale."
The lady opened her purse, and I could see several one-hundred dollar bills sticking out of her wallet.  I reached over and pushed her hand back down into her purse so that she would not pull her wallet out.
"How much do you think this puppy is worth?"  I asked the boy.
"About a dollar?" He replied.
"No.  This puppy is very, very expensive; more than a dollar." I told him.
"I'm afraid so." said his grandmother.  The boy stood there pressing the small puppy against his cheek.
"We could not possibly take less than two dollars for this puppy," Judy said squeezing my hand.  "Like you said, 'it’s the pretty one'".  She continued.
The school teacher took out two dollars and handed it to the young boy.  "It's your dog now, Jeffery.  You pay the man."
I think it must be a wonderful feeling for any young person to look at themselves in the mirror and see nothing, except "The pretty one."
There is a light that shines beyond all things on earth, beyond the highest, the very highest heavens.  This is the light that shines in your heart. "Christ in you, the hope of glory."
A Good-Bye Kiss

By Thomas Charles Clary

The Board Meeting had come to an end. Bob started to stand up and jostled the table, spilling his coffee over his notes. "How embarrassing; I am getting so clumsy in my old age."

Everyone had a good laugh, and soon we were all telling stories of our most embarrassing moments. It came around to Frank who sat quietly listening to the others. Someone said, "Come on, Frank. Tell us your most embarrassing moment."

Frank began, "I grew up in San Pedro. My Dad was a fisherman, and he loved the sea. He had his own boat, but it was hard making a living on the sea. He worked hard and would stay out until he caught enough to feed the family. Not just enough for our family, but also for his Mom and Dad and the other kids that were still at home." He looked at us and said, "I wish you could have met my Dad. He was a big man, and he was strong from pulling the nets and fighting the seas for his catch. When you got close to him, he smelled like the ocean. He would wear his old canvas, foul-weather coat and his bib overalls. His rain hat would be pulled down over his brow. No matter how much my Mother washed them, they would still smell of the sea and of fish."

Frank's voice dropped a bit. "When the weather was bad he would drive me to school. He had this old truck that he used in his fishing business. That truck was older than he was. It would wheeze and rattle down the road. You could hear it coming for blocks. As he would drive toward the school, I would shrink down into the seat hoping to disappear. Half the time, he would slam to a stop and the old truck would belch a cloud of smoke. He would pull right up in front, and it seemed like everybody would be standing around and watching. Then he would lean over and give me a big kiss on the cheek and tell me to be a good boy. It was so embarrassing for me. Here I was twelve years old, and my Dad would lean over and kiss me good-bye!"

He paused and then went on, "I remember the day I decided I was too old for a good-bye kiss. When we got to the school and came to a stop, he had his usual big smile. He started to
lean toward me, but I put my hand up and said, 'No, Dad.' It was the first time I had ever talked to him that way and he had this surprised look on his face.

I said, 'Dad, I'm too old for a good-bye kiss. I'm too old for any kind of kiss.' My Dad looked at me for the longest time, and his eyes started to tear up. I had never seen him cry. He turned and looked out the windshield. 'You're right,' he said. 'You are a big boy.... a man. I won't kiss you anymore."

Frank got a funny look on his face, and the tears began to well up in his eyes. "It wasn't long after that when my Dad went to sea and never came back. It was a day when most of the fleet stayed in, but not Dad. He had a big family to feed. They found his boat adrift with its nets half in and half out. He must have gotten into a gale and was trying to save the nets and the floats."

I looked at Frank and saw that tears were running down his cheeks. Frank spoke again. "Guys, you don't know what I would give to have my Dad give me just one more kiss on the cheek.... to feel his rough old face.... to smell the ocean on him.... to feel his arm around my neck. I wish I had been a man then. If I had been a man, I would never have told my Dad I was too old for a good-bye kiss."

May we never get too old to show our love or to receive love without embarrassment.



How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For Some NEW Bible Quizzes

This is a different link to the one we have run for the last few months so, if you enjoyed the other one, have a go with these.


NASA & the Bible

Shared by Nancy Wall

For all you young scientists out there and for all the students who have a hard time convincing these people regarding the truth of the Bible here's something that shows God's awesome creation and shows that He is still in control.

Did you know that the space program is busy proving that what has been called "myth" in the Bible is true?

Mr. Harold Hill, President of the Curtis Engine Company in Baltimore, Maryland and a consultant in the Space Program relates the following development. "I think one of the most amazing things that God has for us today happened recently to our astronauts and space scientists at Greenbelt, Maryland.  They were checking the position of the sun, moon, and planets out in space where they would be 100 years and 1000 years from now. We have to know this so we won't send a satellite up and have it bump into something later on in its orbits. We have to lay out the orbits in terms of the life of the satellite, and where the planets will be so the whole thing will not bog down.”

They ran the computer measurement back and forth over the centuries and it came to a halt. The computer stopped and put up a red signal, which meant that there was something wrong either with the information fed into it or with the results as compared to the standards. They called in the service department to check it out and they said, "What's wrong?"

Well, they found there is a day missing in space in elapsed time. They scratched their heads and tore their hair. There was no answer.

Finally, a Christian man on the team said, "You know, one time I was in Sabbath School and they talked about the sun standing still."  While they didn't believe him, they didn't have an answer either, so they said, "Show us."

He got a Bible and went back to the book of Joshua where they found a pretty ridiculous statement for anyone with "common sense."  There they found the Lord saying to Joshua, "Fear them not, I have delivered them into thy hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee."  Joshua was concerned because he was surrounded by the enemy and if darkness fell they would overpower them. So Joshua asked the Lord to make the sun stand still!

That's right, "The sun stood still and the moon stayed-and hasted not to go down about a whole day!" (Joshua 10:12-13)

The astronauts and scientists said, "There is the missing day!" They checked the computers going back into the time it was written and found it was close but not close enough. The elapsed time that was missing back in Joshua's day was 23 hours and 20 minutes-not a whole day.

They read the Bible and there it was "about (approximately) a day."  These little words in the Bible are important, but they were still in trouble because if you cannot account for 40 minutes you'll still be in trouble 1,000 years from now.  Forty minutes had to be found because it can be multiplied many times over in orbits.
As the Christian employee thought about it, he remembered somewhere in the Bible where it said the sun went BACKWARDS.
The scientists told him he was out of his mind, but they got out the Book and read these words in 2 Kings that told of the following story:  Hezekiah, on his deathbed, was visited by the prophet Isaiah who told him that he was not going to die. Hezekiah asked for a sign as proof.  Isaiah said, "Do you want the sun to go ahead 10 degrees?" 

Hezekiah said "it is nothing for the sun to go ahead 10 degrees, but let the shadow return backward 10 degrees."  Isaiah spoke to the Lord and the Lord brought the shadow ten degrees BACKWARD! Ten degrees is exactly 40 minutes!
Twenty-three hours and 20 minutes in Joshua, plus 40 minutes in Second Kings make the missing day in the universe!"
Isn't it amazing?
References: Joshua 10:8 and 12, 13 and 2 Kings 20:9-11.
Remember, amateurs built the ark. Professionals built the Titanic.

PRAYER

God's Perfect Son

Shared by Dorothy Thornton

When I think about You, I think of all the things You've done,

Of all the times You've helped me; after all, You are God's perfect Son.

I can't help but think about those times You've helped me along

And of those times I thought I was lost but You showed me where I belonged.

Where can I find the words to thank You for those times when I was weak?
Those times when You lifted me up and helped me on my feet

There were times when I was scared but You looked down on me from up above

You comforted me and held me in Your arms as I was humbled by Your love

Thank you for Your assurance during those times when I was lost.

You helped remind me that You paid the ultimate cost

There were times when I was tired and I felt too weak to run the race

During these times I felt a longing to see You face to face

Although there were many times when I didn't exactly know what to do

I found my strength and courage by thinking only of You.

So, thank You, Jesus for giving me the strength to carry on

And reminding me of who I am. After all You are God's perfect Son.



OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows: 
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.
I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!  



If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother


By Yvette Burleigh


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philosopherspearl.com/" ��The Philosopher’s Pearl�


Some thought provoking ideas for sceptics





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created,


their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


 SONG


� HYPERLINK "http://www.newanointing.com/tpgospel/until.html" ��Until He Comes� *


 MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION


� HYPERLINK "http://www.andiesisle.com/Love_Letter.html" ��God’s Love Letter� *


This will take a while to download – especially if you are on a dial-up server but it is worth every minute it takes.  Patience is a gift of God that is ALWAYS rewarded!


STORY


� HYPERLINK "http://www.angeleyes2.com/platinum6/icq190.html" ��The Colour of Friendship� *








 EDITORIAL 


 











ALPHABETICAL VERSES OF THE BIBLE 


FOR SALVATION


Shared by Kimberley Combs-Baldwin


 


A	-	All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23).


B	-	Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved (Acts 16:31).


C 	- 	Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners (1 Tim. 1:15).


D	-	Delight thyself also in the Lord and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart (Ps. 37:4). 


E	-	Every one of us shall give account of himself to God (Rom. 14:12). 


F	-	Fear not, for I have redeemed thee (Is. 43:1).


G	-	God so loved the world that He gave His begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16). 


H	-	He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life (John 5:24). 


I	-	If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous (1 John 2:1). 


J	-	Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." (John 14:6). 


K	-	Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost? (1 Cor. 6:19). 


L	-	Look unto me and be ye saved (Is. 45:22). 


M	-	My God shall supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19). 


N	-	Now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2).


O	-	Obey the voice of the Lord your God (Zech. 6:15). 


P	-	Put on the whole armour of God,   that ye may be able to stand against the devil’s schemes (Eph. 6:11). 


Q	-	Quietness and trust is your strength (Is. 30:15). 


R	-	Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again rejoice (Phil. 4:4). 


S	-	Salvation is found in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 


T	-	The times this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30). 


U	-	Unworthy I am; how can I reply to you? (Job 40:40).


V	-	Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God (John 3:5).


W	-	Wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready (Rev. 19:7).


X	-	Xerxes, the King asked, "What is it Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given you (Esther 5:3).


Y	-	Youths themselves even grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength (Is. 40:30). 


Z	-	Zion! Rejoice and Shout; Daughter of Jerusalem! See your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation (Zech. 9:9).





�








I will extol the Lord at all times;


His praise will always be on my lips.


Psalm 34:1











Food For Thought


Shared by Ronnie Leviner


Plain Reality Check


Author Unknown to Me


And they call some of these people "retarded"...


A few years ago, at the Seattle Special Olympics, nine contestants, all physically or mentally disabled, assembled at the starting line for the 100-yard dash. 


At the gun, they all started out, not exactly in a dash, but with a relish to run the race to the finish and win. All, that is, except one little boy who stumbled on the asphalt, tumbled over a couple of times, and began to cry.


The other eight heard the boy cry. They slowed down and looked back. Then they all turned around and went back... every one of them. One girl with Down's syndrome bent down and kissed him and said, "This will make it better." 


Then all nine linked arms and walked together to the finish line. Everyone in the stadium stood, and the cheering went on for several minutes. People who were there are still telling the story. Why? Because deep down we know this one thing: What matters in this life is more than winning for ourselves.


What matters in this life is helping others win, even if it means slowing down and changing our course. If you pass this on, we may be able to change our own hearts as well as someone else's. 


"A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle"





�


NEW TEACHER�Author Unknown to Me


After being interviewed by the school administration, the eager teaching prospect said: "Let me see if I've got this right. You want me to go into that room with all those kids and fill their every waking moment with a love for learning."  And I'm supposed to instil a sense of pride in their ethnicity, modify their disruptive behaviour, observe them for signs of abuse and even censor their T-shirt messages and dress habits.


You want me to wage a war on drugs and sexually transmitted diseases, check their backpacks for weapons of mass destruction, and raise their self-esteem.


You want me to teach them patriotism, good citizenship, sportsmanship, and fair play, how and where to register to vote, how to balance a check book, and how to apply for a job.


I am to check their heads for lice, maintain a safe environment, recognize signs of antisocial behaviour, offer advice, write letters of recommendation for student employment and scholarships and encourage respect for their elders and future employers.


You want me to do all of this, and you expect me NOT TO PRAY?








Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD,�Who draws the lines around the countries?�--Jan





I’M THANKFUL


FOR THE PARKING SPOT I FIND AT THE FAR END OF THE PARKING LOT BECAUSE IT MEANS I AM CAPABLE OF WALKING�AND THAT I HAVE BEEN BLESSED WITH TRANSPORTATION.





The Sherry Walter Message


Highway to Hell!


 So many of Gods people are headed down the highway to hell.


They are recklessly driving full speed ahead.


Not paying attention!


Not listening!


Ignoring the Lords warnings!


Ignoring the Lords signs!


The only thing they think about is self and the cares of this world.


The Lord has put messages even on road signs.


 STOP


Look and listen!


YIELD


Yield to your heavenly Father!


MERGE TO THE RIGHT


Get off the road your on!


CAUTION!


Danger ahead!


 The Lord will continually warn us of things we should or should not do.


Refuse to listen to God, and you will miss every warning sign.


Not taking heed to the Lords warnings will lead you onto the Highway to Hell.


This is a FATAL mistake that is ETERNAL.


Satan and his demons come from the pit of hell to steal, kill, and destroy!


If you think they are just going to bypass you,


You're dead wrong!


To the devil, you are no use alive! 


The enemy wants you dead, so he can have your soul while you’re in sin and ignoring God!


 Without the Lord in your heart and his help, you're facing 


A No Win Situation.


If you are in situation like this, there is only one answer!


 Make a U turn Immediately!


Get off the Highway to hell, and find the Highway to heaven. 


Once you find the highway to heaven which is Jesus Christ,


Get off at the nearest rest stop, get on your knees and repent of all sins.


Ask the Lord Jesus Christ into your heart today.  Don't wait.


You have NO protection in this wicked world unless you have Jesus Christ.


Without the Lord NO ONE has a chance.


 With Jesus you are guaranteed eternal life.


 In hell there are no EXIT signs.


Exit now before it's too late!


Consider this a sign from the Lord.








ANGER


Shared by Joanne and Paul Recht


Anger is a condition


in which the tongue works �faster than the mind.


You can't change the past,


But you can ruin the present by worrying over the future.


God always gives His best


to those who leave the choice with Him.


All people smile in the same language.


A hug is a great gift... one size fits all. 


It can be given for any occasion and it's easy to exchange.


Everyone needs to be loved... especially when they do not deserve it. 


Laughter is God's sunshine.


Everyone has beauty    but not everyone sees it.


Take time to laugh, 


For it is the music of the soul.


For every minute you are angry with someone, you lose 60 seconds of happiness that you can never get back.
































































































































 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt


SECOND EDITION NOW PRINTED


GET YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" �CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM�


     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 














A Moment to Consider


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider


Servant Soldier Ministries


You know Muhammad Ali.  He was the unprecedented three-time world heavyweight boxing champion.  His face has appeared on the cover of Sports Illustrated more times than any other athlete.  When he was "floating like a butterfly and stinging like a bee," he was king of his profession.  An entourage of reporters, trainers, and support staff tailed this comet as he raced around the world.


But that was yesterday.  Where is Muhammad Ali today? Sportswriter Gary Smith went to find out.


Ali escorted Smith to a barn next to his farmhouse.  On the floor, leaning against the walls, were mementos of Ali in his prime.  Photos and portraits of the champ punching and dancing.  Sculpted body.  Fist punching the air. Championship belt held high in triumph.  "The thrilla in Manila."


But on the pictures were white streaks, bird droppings.  Ali looked into the rafters at the pigeons who had made his gym their home.  And then he did something significant.  Perhaps it was a gesture of closure.  Maybe it was a statement of despair.  Whatever the reason, he walked over to the row of pictures and turned them, one by one, toward the wall.  He then walked to the door, stared at the countryside, and mumbled something so low that Smith had to ask him to repeat it.  Ali did.


"I had the world," he said, "and it wasn’t nothin’. Look now."


The pole of power is greasy.


The Roman emperor Charlemagne knew that.  An interesting story surrounds the burial of this famous king.  Legend has it that he asked to be entombed sitting upright in his throne.  He asked that his crown be placed on his head and his sceptre in his hand. He requested that the royal cape be draped around his shoulders and an open book be placed in his lap.


 That was A.D. 814.  Nearly two hundred years later, Emperor Othello determined to see if the burial request had been carried out.  He allegedly sent a team of men to open the tomb and make a report.  They found the body just as Charlemagne had requested. Only now, nearly two centuries later, the scene was gruesome. The crown was tilted, the mantle moth-eaten, the body disfigured.  But open on the skeletal thighs was the book Charlemagne had requested - the Bible.  One bony finger pointed to Matthew 16:26: "What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?"





THE BKM PLEDGE


As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."


Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.


It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.


"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.


I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY DAY


I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.


  THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED


 WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS


If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium


PLEASE �HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org?subject=PRAYER PARTNER NEEDED"��WRITE� TO US


Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.


 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES


FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR


(That's less than forty cents a week!)


YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY


AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE


 


TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES


 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �Email� your pledge NOW and send all donations to:


Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.


(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the Australian banks won't accept anything else!)


 Jesus said,


"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)


 AND


WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS


SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING!  WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!


SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.


 God bless you all.


David R Holt











There is 


ONLY ONE PERSON 


that you HAVE TO spend the rest of your life with.


And so it would be much better 


if that person is someone you like to be around


wouldn’t it?


That person is, of course, YOU!


So are you the nicest person you know?


And, if you’re not,


what are you doing about it?
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