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Greetings and God's blessings to you, “little flock”!

Yes, that is what we are now – a little flock. This is the first issue if “Making A Difference” to be sent ONLY to readers (I would actually prefer to call you all “members”) who formally confirmed your subscriptions.  I can tell you all that not having to sift through hundreds of ‘undeliverable’ emails is WONDERFUL! Hallelujah!  I may even have some time to write personal replies to those of you who write to me now!

When I say we are a little flock that is actually only a comparison with the old mailing list.  I have been absolutely overwhelmed and thrilled by the numbers of you who took the trouble to send in confirmations and I praise God for you all.  In addition, many of you added your personal comments (some of which were included in “Mailbox”).  Your encouragement and support is appreciated more than you may ever know in this life and “Thank you” seems awfully inadequate but thank you all I most certainly do.  Now I KNOW without any doubts that everyone who is sent “Making A Difference” wants it.

Jesus’ ‘Great Commission’ was to go and make disciples of all nations and I couldn’t do that without sending the message to as many people as possible and so, in the early days of Beloved King Ministries our magazine was sent to anyone and everyone who became known to us through mutual acquaintances and other Christian mailing lists.  Quite expectedly this brought some (but not much) abuse from folk who felt that messages of love were an ‘invasion of their privacy’ and, of course, their names were removed from the mailing lists without question--albeit with sadness.  As you all know, every single magazine that is sent out has a simple unsubscribe facility and, when lots of magazines were sent month after month with no indication from the recipients whether they wanted to keep getting them or to unsubscribe, I assumed (and hoped!) that they were happily being accepted. So one thing that has really delighted and amazed me is that over half of you who responded to our request to send confirmations had never written a single email to BKM since being added to our mailing lists. 

Whether you are a regular correspondent or one of those passive readers who has enjoyed receiving our magazine each month I want you to know that you are prayed for every single day. I love every single one of you and praise God for you.  If you are reading your very first "Making A Difference" I extend a special welcome to you and hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear people who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.

I pray that God will abundantly bless your month, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and your loved ones will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail as never before.

Let everyone who reads this magazine echo the words of the Psalmist: “Though the arrogant have smeared me with their lies, I keep your precepts in my heart. Their hearts are callous and unfeeling, but I delight in your Law. Oh, how I love your Law!  I meditate on it all day long. Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever with me.  You are near, O Lord, and all your commandments are true.  Your statutes are wonderful; therefore I obey them.  Long ago I learned from your statutes that you established them to last forever.”  (Psalm 119:69, 70, 97, 98, 129, 151, 152)  - I urge each and every one of you to spend some time reading and meditating the WHOLE of Psalm 119 at least once a month.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.
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A SPECIAL REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  All you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel and the magazine will open).  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

Of course, all past editions of Making A Difference are on the Beloved King Ministries’ web site too. Just click HERE and then, when the home page opens, Click the “Making A Difference” button fifth from the top on the left of your screen. Then click the editions you want to see.
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DISCLAIMER

Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
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Some Interesting Stats

From the Webstats files

Visits to the Beloved King Ministries’ web site in the last four months


March
April
May
June

  
  789
 633
 566
 492
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Are YOU doing your bit to fulfil Jesus’ “Great Commission” and telling your friends about BKM?


Love Your Enemies

Loving someone who has deliberately wronged you may seem impossible to you and yet that is what Jesus instructed His followers to do (Matthew 5:43).  I’m sure that most of you have experienced a time when someone you truly believed was your friend betrayed your trust.  The emotional hurt caused may have been worse than any physical injury you ever experienced.  So how do we overcome our natural inclination to vindicate ourselves?  The answer is really quite simple.  DECIDE TO!  Now that is a lot easier to say than to do but it IS possible.  

One habit that I have worked at developing over the years is the ability to see situations from the other person’s point-of-view.   WHY is this person my enemy?  Did I do something – albeit innocently – to cause offence?  Never forget the “mirror principle” where you stand alone in front of a mirror and ask the person in front of you, “Are you ‘squeaky clean’ here?”  Of course you can still lie to yourself even though the only person there is you but you CAN’T lie to God and get away with it!

So let’s assume that you are able to honestly say that, to the best of your knowledge, you have never done anything to warrant someone being your “enemy.”   Now you will notice that I have said, “to the best of your knowledge” and that is important.  Could you have done something that you didn’t even notice at the time but the other person saw quite differently?  It may have simply been a question of your own sensitivity – or lack of it.  

Elvis Presley had a big hit with a song entitled, “Communication Breakdown.”  How hard is it to go to an “enemy” and ask him why he is mad at you?  It seems that it is too hard for many people to even contemplate and yet doing so could be all it takes to mend a devastating breach.  Wouldn’t opening your heart to your opponent’s point-of-view at least enable you to understand WHY he is angry?  I’m prepared to wager that, in many cases, giving the other party the opportunity to explain his side of the story would result in a simple, “Wow! I didn’t realise that I had upset you by that. I am SO sorry,” an acceptance of your sincere apology and a complete end to animosity.  Now isn’t that worth such a small effort?  THAT is loving your enemy in a positive way.

I was once given a little lapel button that read, “LOVE IS THE ANSWER” in big letters and, much smaller, “no matter what the question.”  Interesting thought isn’t it?  In my experience, enemies are created, not found.  Let’s face it; if someone you barely know declares he is your enemy, that person probably has a psychiatric problem and, if you allow such a situation to inflame you, you probably have one too!  But we aren’t talking about mental illness here are we?  We’re talking about overcoming our natural tendencies to retaliate when we feel maligned.

More often than not enemies are the result of property disputes.  That property may be intellectual (such as something as simple as a place in a queue or even taking credit for doing something the other person did that brought nothing more than kudos).  Whilst in the twenty-first century, people should not be “property” anywhere, it may be the affections of another person.  The disputed property could also be priority.  For example, a promotion at work was given to a colleague when you believe you were more deserving.  

It is in such situations that we need to remember that, for every winner, there has to be at least one loser.  However, polarizing such situations into “winners” and “losers” is, at best, unwise and, at worst, downright foolishness.  Looking at the last example, you may believe that your competitor for selection gained the bosses’ approval by unfair means and it is easy to understand your anger in such a situation.  But I want to ask you, what is more important in the end, promotion (and all the materialistic things that might bring) or a happy, friendly and LOVING working environment?  

If you are fully convinced that you are the innocent party and the other person just isn’t interested in fairness or honesty then following Jesus’ admonition to love your enemy may be as simple as praying for him.  Loving someone doesn’t necessarily mean physically embracing him.  It can be a passive act on your part.  When you think about it, someone who cheats in order to advance himself is really his own worst enemy because, sooner or later, he will get caught out and, even if that doesn’t happen in this lifetime, it most certainly will on the Day of Judgement.  If it doesn’t happen until then it will be too late and, as a Christian, YOU SHOULD, like God, be unwilling that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9) and, therefore do all in your power to avert such a situation and that could be asking God, in Jesus’ name to bless your enemy with enlightenment.  But doing that requires YOU to lay aside your own pride doesn’t it?  Make no mistake, if you allow that pride to take precedence over petitioning God for another human being’s salvation, the problem is YOURS, not his!  (But read Ezekiel 3:18-21 too!)

Jesus doesn’t expect you to be “bosom pals” with someone who is purposely contentious.  In many places the Bible tells us to avoid such people.  By the same token though, we shouldn’t actively set out for revenge and thus lower ourselves to their level.  Note Jesus’ words immediately following those where He said to love our enemies: “Pray for those who persecute you” and trust the Holy Spirit to do His work in them.

DRH
FRIENDS
We should consider all of our friends a blessing.

Send Making A Difference to a friend today 

Just to let them know you are thinking of them 

And that they are a joy in your life. 

A ball is a circle, no beginning, no end. 

It keeps us together like our Circle of Friends. 
But the treasure inside for you to see, 

Is the treasure of friendship you've granted to me. 

Today I pass the friendship ball to you. 
Pass it on to someone who is a friend to you.



The following email arrived at BKM during the month and, as I figured that there might be some other readers who are asking the same questions as Brother Jerry, it is included here along with my answers in bold blue.  Let me stress that the answers are my personal opinions (albeit, as usual, with scriptural support).  I therefore urge you to do your own research rather than take my responses as the only answers.

QUESTIONS ABOUT ONENESS THEOLOGY
1) 
Is Jesus His own Father?


NO!  However, it should be appreciated that Jesus WAS the One referred to as "God" in the Old Testament.  Supporting Scriptures: John 1:18;  1 Corinthians 7:5, 6;  10:4;  15:27.
2) 
If Jesus' will and the Father's will were identical, then why did Jesus express the desire to escape the cup but resigns Himself not to His own will, but the will of the Father?  


The key word in this question is "If."  It was Jesus' HUMANITY that, quite naturally, wasn't eagerly anticipating what He knew lay ahead but His divinity knew what had to happen.
3) 
Was Jesus praying to Himself in the Garden of Gethsemane? 


Definitely NOT!
4) 
If Jesus was praying to the divine side of Himself, then isn't He still praying to Himself? 


Again the key word is "If" and quite simply, He wasn't!  Ref: John 14:28
5) 
Why was Jesus not saying, "Not My will, but My will be done?" if there is only one person and one will involved when He was praying in Luke 22:42 & Matt. 26:39. 


See above.
6) 
If baptism is essential for salvation, then what happens to someone who repents of sin, accepts Jesus as Saviour, walks across the street to get baptised but is killed by a car.  Does he go to heaven or hell? 

A) 
If he goes to heaven, then baptism isn't a requirement is it? 

B) 
If he goes to hell, then faith in Christ isn't sufficient to save him is it.  

Neither is correct. The best example is the criminal crucified next to Jesus.  The point is that God knows our desires before we even enunciate them to Him and THAT is what He acts upon.  Ref: Matt. 6:8.
7) 
Since the Bible teaches us that Jesus is in bodily form now (Col. 2:9), then how does the Oneness Pentecostal person maintain that God is in the form of the Holy Spirit?  


I agree with where you say that God the Father is (with us) in the form of the Holy Spirit, which is why, personally, I do not believe in the concept of a trinity.  Nowhere does the Bible use that term.  I believe that the Holy Spirit is the unseen but ever-present Spirit of God the Father amongst humans.  However, I believe your understanding of Col. 2:9 is incomplete insofar as Hebrews 8:1, 2 clearly tells us that Jesus is now serving in the heavenly sanctuary.  His FORM there is unimportant and irrelevant to the work He is doing.


Also, when Jesus returns, will He return in His body? 


Acts 1:11 assures us that He will.

Will God's form then revert to the form of the Son at a later date? 


Do you mean God the Father here?  If so, the question is irrelevant.  Scripture tells us that humanity was originally made in the likeness of the Deity. "Let US make man in OUR image."
8) 
If God is only one person, why did Jesus say in John 14:23, "If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him."  If God is only one person, why does Jesus say, "we"? 


Again, the answer is in your first word "If" and the answer to your first six words is a resounding NO, God is NOT only one ‘person’.  It should be pointed out that, where Scripture describes God and Jesus as "one" that refers to them being ONE IN AGREEMENT.  This is just like two people agreeing on something and one of them saying, "We are one in this."
9) 
Oneness theology teaches that God was in the mode of the Father in the Old Testament.  God was seen in the O.T. (not as a vision or a dream or an angel in the following verses: Exodus. 6:2-3; Genesis. 19:24; Numbers. 12:6-8).  But, Jesus said no one has seen the Father (John 6:46).  If they were seeing God Almighty (Exodus. 6:2-3) but it wasn't the Father, then who was it? 


As pointed out above, it was Yahweh - the preincarnate Jesus.  The REALLY key Scripture is 1 Corinthians 7:5, 6.

I welcome any intelligent rebuttal of these questions.


Love ~ Brother Jerry

  
Well, I hope I have helped. :)  Most of what you discuss above is dealt with in my book, God's Deal With YOU."  May I recommend that you read it in it's entirety.


You are Christ's Church
By Sherry Walter
 Come Jesus Christ's people and gather together in Unity.
His church is not a building or four walls.
YOU are His church. 
 There are church buildings everywhere.
  Christ's presence is not found in these structures.
He does not dwell there.
Because man seeks to do his own will in the house of God.
 God's presence is found within You.
In your true worship and praise unto Him.
His presence is among those whom seek to do HIS will.
His presence is among His own whom have laid down their lives for Him.
His own let His spirit flow freely.
They do not direct His will - they say "Lord let THY will be done."
 Jesus' own have picked up their crosses and followed Him, 
 wherever He has asked them to go. 
They have done what He has asked them to do.
They never followed man or his instructions,
 they followed the still small voice within.
Jesus' sheep know His voice.
Man has rejected Jesus' own. 
They have disregarded them, laughed at them, accused them. 
They have even been discredited as the young in the Lord and as just babes 
who have not been with the Lord long enough.
He will RAISE these young ones up and you will all be amazed
 at the wisdom and knowledge He have given them.
 Let them speak!
 Hear Christ's voice through these young ones.
He uses whom He pleases. 
He uses these young ones greatly because they desire to please Him. 
They have a pure heart before Him.
They do not desire to please man or self,
 They go against the grain, because they do not follow men or flesh.
 They follow JESUS.
 Jesus is their Brother, leader and teacher.
Man will lead you straight to hell. 
The blind lead the blind and both shall fall into the ditch.
Follow only Jesus people!
 Come together as one body with many members when you Gather in the house of God, 
and when you leave the house of God!
Step out of God's house and go where I need you to be.
Go out on they highways and byways just as Jesus did.
When He went from place to place multitudes followed Him.
Many had ears to hear because they wanted more then what they knew. 
He preached and taught the gospel.
He laid His hands on the sick, He cast out demons.
He performed Miracles. 
Just as He needs you to do. 
Step out God's people and accomplish His will.
 Everyone who knows Jesus has healing when they ask in His name.
Their faith in Him makes them whole.
Go heal those who don't know Jesus, show them who He is.
They will follow you. 
They will see His miracles being performed and they will desire healings. 
They will want to know Jesus through you!
They will desire to be saved and set free.
They desire it now people, but you haven't stepped out yet.
"Come Out" so they can find you

and see your light shinning in the darkness that surrounds them. 
 Jesus would leave the fold to go after ONE lost sheep.
He desires you to do the same.
Shine His light on this dark word 
SHINE I say!
 

You say Come quickly Lord!
He says,

"I will when You accomplish My will!"
Go where He leads You!
  






 




SAD BUT TRUE

Shared by Nancy Wall

A torn and ragged one-dollar bill discovered that it was about to be retired from circulation. As it slowly moved along the conveyor belt to the shredder, it became acquainted and struck up a conversation with a fifty-dollar bill that was meeting the same fate.

The fifty began reminiscing about its travels all over the country. "Life has been good," the fifty exclaimed. "Why, I've been to Las Vegas, the finest restaurants in New York, political fund raisers, and just returned from a cruise on the Caribbean."

"Gee," said the one-dollar bill, "you're fortunate to have been able to visit all those places."

"So where have you been in your lifetime, my little friend," says the fifty?"

"Well, I've been to the Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, the Presbyterian Church, the Seventh Day Adventist church, the Episcopal Church, the Lutheran Church, the Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church, the Assembly of God Church, the Brethren Church, the Quaker Church, the Pentecostal Church, the Charismatic Church, the Mennonite Church, the United Church of Christ..."

"Excuse me," says the fifty, "but what's a 'church'?"


A little boy got on the bus, sat next to a man reading a book, and noticed he had his collar on backwards. The little boy asked why he wore his collar that way. The man, who was a priest, said, "I am a Father."

The little boy replied, "My Daddy doesn't wear his collar like that."

The priest looked up from his book and answered, "I am the Father of many."

The boy said, "My Dad has 4 boys, 4 girls and two grandchildren and he doesn't wear his collar that way."

The priest, getting impatient, said, "I am the Father of hundreds" and went back to reading his book.

The little boy sat quietly thinking for a while, then leaned over and said, "Maybe you should wear your pants backwards instead of your collar."


Baptist Dog

A Baptist preacher and his wife decided to get a new dog.  Ever mindful of the congregation, they knew the dog must also be a Baptist. They visited kennel after kennel and explained their needs.  Finally, they found a kennel whose owner assured them he had just the dog they wanted.

The owner brought the dog to meet the pastor and his wife. "Fetch the Bible," he commanded. The dog bounded to the bookshelf, scrutinized the books, located the Bible, and brought it to the owner.

"Now find Psalm 23," he commanded. The dog dropped the Bible to the floor, and showing marvellous dexterity with his paws, leafed through and finding the correct passage, pointed to it with his paw. The pastor and his wife were very impressed and purchased the dog.

That evening, a group of church members came to visit. The pastor and his wife began to show off the dog, having him locate several Bible verses. The visitors were very impressed.

One man asked, "Can he do regular dog tricks, too?"

"I haven't tried yet," the pastor replied. He pointed his finger at the dog. "HEEL!" the pastor commanded.  The dog immediately jumped on a chair, placed one paw on the pastor's forehead and began to howl.

The pastor looked at his wife in shock and said, "Good Heavens! He's Pentecostal!"
AND,


Grandmother's Bible

By Andrea Wolfe

Shared by Ronnie Leviner
Andrea Wolfe from BSF tells the story: In 1930's Stalin ordered a purge of all Bibles and all believers. In Stavropol, Russia, this order was carried out with a vengeance. Thousands of Bibles were confiscated, and multitudes of believers were sent to the gulags-prison camps-where most died for being "enemies of the state."

We once sent a team to Stavropol. The city's history wasn't known at that time. But when the team was having difficulty getting Bibles shipped from Moscow, someone mentioned the existence of a warehouse outside of town where these confiscated Bibles had been stored since Stalin's day.

After much prayer by the team, one member finally got up the courage to go to the warehouse and ask the officials if the Bibles were still there. Sure enough, they were. Then they asked if the Bibles could be removed and distributed again to the people of Stavropol. The answer was, "Yes!"

The next day the team returned with a truck and several Russian people to help load the Bibles. One helper was a young man-a skeptical, hostile agnostic collegian who had come only for the day's wages. As they were loading Bibles, one team member noticed that the young man had disappeared. Eventually they found him in a corner of the warehouse, weeping.

He had slipped away hoping to take a Bible for himself. What he found shook him to the core. The inside page of the Bible he picked up had the handwritten signature of his own grandmother. It had been her personal Bible. Out of the thousands of Bibles still left in that warehouse, he stole the one belonging to his grandmother-a woman persecuted for her faith all her life.

No wonder he was weeping - God was real -- It was his introduction to the sovereign God of the universe!

Rain Drops
By Bob Perks

Shared by Ronnie Leviner
You never saw her cry.  This lovely child, a gift from God, not only brought joy into their lives, but found joy when no one else could. "Don't worry Daddy. I don't need anything new," she said when her father lost his job.  "Grandma, if you can't find your new cane you can lean on me. I'm short enough to fit and strong enough to hold you up!" she said after Grandma learned she needed a cane to help her get around.  Katie was their only child.

Married for more than ten years before she came along, her parents were told they'd never be able to have children.  But the doctors didn't know that God was in control and Katie, well, one just might think she conspired with God to make it happen.  Katie had an answer to everything, it seemed.

"Why is the sky blue?" 

"Because God had too much blue paint and didn't know what to do with it!" she said. 

"Why do birds sing all the time?" 

"In case we don't have a radio when we go for a walk!" Katie replied.

Always laughing and full of joy, Katie was a welcome sight throughout the neighbourhood. "How are you young lady?" her neighbour, Mr. Coe would ask.

"Absolutely fine!" she'd reply each time. "My Grandpa taught me that." No one had ever seen her unhappy.

That is until the raindrops. It was really a routine check-up that day. Katie hadn't been her old cheerful self lately.  Her energy was down but her smile was always up.  "You'd smile through a hurricane, wouldn't you!" the doctor said to her.

"It's just air!" she replied. 

I need to speak with your mom and dad, Katie.  Could you go see if my nurse needs any extra help?" the doctor asked. 

You could tell her parents were nervous.  They smiled as Katie left the room, but anxiously questioned the doctor as soon as the door closed. "She's fine, right?" Mom asked. 

"I'm concerned about her weight loss and her energy level is way off," the doctor said. "We'll know more after I run some blood tests." 

Three weeks later it was confirmed. Katie had a rare cancer. It's rare for a doctor to make a house call these days, but Katie was a special child. The doctor and Katie's parents thought it best if they could all be together when they had to explain to Katie what was wrong. There in the living room with family and friends all around, they carefully and openly explained to Katie what she had ahead of her. 

Smiling through the entire conversation, Katie never said a word. Suddenly, without explanation, tears began to trickle down her cheeks. 

"Katie, are you alright?" 

"Yes, Mommy. Why?"

"You're crying Katie, I never saw you cry before," her dad said.

"I'm not crying. They are God's raindrops.  I was scared for a minute and He was washing away my "scared"," she said.  There was silence in the room. "Look!  I told you.  See, you have raindrops on your face, too" Katie said. Sure enough it rained a lot that day. Everyone there had their "scared" washed away, too.

Katie, the miracle child, went to her rest less than six months later.  I wrote this because I thought of her today.  I've been scared lately.  But today God gave me raindrops and He washed away my scared.


The Trouble Tree
Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht 
I hired a plumber to help me restore an old farmhouse, and after he had just finished a rough first day on the job: a flat tire made him lose an hour of work, his electric drill quit and his ancient one ton truck refused to start.
While I drove him home, he sat in stony silence. On arriving, he invited me in to meet his family. As we walked toward the front door, he paused briefly at a small tree, touching the tips of the branches with both hands.
When opening the door he underwent an amazing transformation. His tanned face was wreathed in smiles and he hugged his two small children and gave his wife a kiss.
Afterward he walked me to the car. We passed the tree and my curiosity got the better of me. I asked him about what I had seen him do earlier.
"Oh, that's my trouble tree," he replied. "I know I can't help having troubles on the job, but one thing's for sure, those troubles don't belong in the house with my wife and the children. So I just hang them up on the tree every night when I come home and ask God to take care of them. Then in the morning I pick them up again."
"Funny thing is," he smiled, "when I come out in the morning to pick 'em up there aren't nearly as many as I remember hanging up the night before."



How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For A Neat Bible Quiz


The Five Finger Prayer

Shared by Donna Leonard

1. 
Your thumb is nearest to you.  So begin your prayers by praying for those closest to you.  They are the easiest to remember.  To pray for our loved ones is, as C. S. Lewis once said, a "sweet duty."

2. 
The next finger is the pointing finger.  Pray for those who teach, instruct and heal. This includes teachers, doctors, and ministers.  They need support and wisdom in pointing others in the right direction.  Keep them in your prayers.

3. 
The next finger is the tallest finger.  It reminds us of our leaders.  Pray for the politicians, leaders in business and industry, and administrators.  These people shape our nation and guide public opinion.  They need God's guidance.

4. 
The fourth finger is our ring finger.  Surprising to many is the fact, that this is our weakest finger; as any piano teacher will testify.  It should remind us to pray for those who are weak, in trouble or in pain.  They need your prayers day and night. You cannot pray too much for them.

5. 
And lastly comes our little finger; the smallest finger of all which is where we should place ourselves in relation to God and others.  As the Bible says, "The least shall be the greatest among you."  Your pinkie should remind you to pray for yourself.  By the time you have prayed for the other four groups, your own needs will be put into proper perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively.


PRAYER

By Brenda DiMarco

Dear Lord, I thank You for this day. I thank You for my being able to see and to hear this morning. I'm blessed because You are a forgiving God and an understanding God. You have done so much for me and You keep on blessing me. Forgive me this day for everything I have done, said or thought that was not pleasing to you. I ask now for Your forgiveness.

Please keep me safe from all danger and harm. Help me to start this day with a new attitude and plenty of gratitude. Let me make the best of each and every day to clear my mind so that I can hear from You.

Please broaden my mind that I can accept all things.

Let me not whine and whimper over things I have no control over. Let me continue to see sin through Your eyes and acknowledge it as evil. And when I sin, let me repent, and confess with my mouth my wrongdoing, and receive Your forgiveness.

And when this world closes in on me, let me remember Jesus' example -- to slip away and find a quiet place to pray. It's the best response when I'm pushed beyond my limits. I know that when I can't pray, You listen to my heart. Continue to use me to do Your will.

Continue to bless me that I may be a blessing to others. Keep me strong that I may help the weak. Keep me uplifted that I may have words of encouragement for others. I pray for those who are lost and can't find their way. I pray for those who are misjudged and misunderstood. I pray for those who don't know You intimately. I pray for those who will delete this without sharing it with others. 

I pray for those who don't believe but I thank you that I believe.

I believe that You change people and You change things. I pray for all my sisters and brothers; for each and every family member in their households. I pray for peace, love and joy in their homes that they are out of debt and all their needs are met.

I pray that every eye that reads this knows there is no problem, circumstance, or situation greater than You. Every battle is in Your hands for You to fight. I pray that these words be received into the hearts of every eye that sees them and every mouth that confesses them willingly.

This is my prayer.
In Jesus' Name, Amen.


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.
I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!  



If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother


By Yvette Burleigh


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philosopherspearl.com/" ��The Philosopher’s Pearl�


Some thought provoking ideas for sceptics





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created,


their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


 SONG


� HYPERLINK "http://www.homestead.com/AngelWatcher4U/ICanOnlyImagine.html" ��I Can Only Imagine� *


 MESSAGES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/gods656.htm" ��On Truth�





   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 


 











Technical Department


INSTALLING LOVE


Tech Support: Yes, ... how can I help you?


Customer: Well, after much consideration, I've decided to install Love.  Can you guide me though the process? 


Tech Support: Yes, I can help you.  Are you ready to proceed? 


Customer: Well, I'm not very technical, but I think I'm ready.  What do I do first? 


Tech Support: The first step is to open your Heart.  Have you located your Heart?


Customer: Yes, but there are several other programs running now.  Is it okay to install Love while they are running? 


Tech Support: What programs are running? 


Customer: Let's see, I have Past Hurt, Low Self-Esteem, Grudge and Resentment running right now. 


Tech Support: No problem, Love will gradually erase Past Hurt from your current operating system.  It may remain in your permanent memory but it will no longer disrupt other programs.  Love will eventually override Low Self-Esteem with a module of its own called High Self-Esteem.  However, you have to completely turn off Grudge and Resentment.  Those programme prevent Love from being properly installed. Can you turn those off? 


Customer: I don't know how to turn them off.  Can you tell me how?


Tech Support: With pleasure. Go to your start menu and invoke Forgiveness.  Do this as many times as necessary until Grudge and Resentment have been completely erased.


Customer: Okay, done!  Love has started installing itself. Is that normal?


Tech Support: Yes, but remember that you have only the base programme.   You need to begin connecting to other Hearts in order to get the upgrades. 


Customer: Oops!  I have an error message already.  It says, "Error - Program not run on external components " What should I do? 


Tech Support: Don't worry.  It means that the Love program is set up to run on Internal Hearts, but has not yet been run on your Heart.  In non-technical terms, it simply means you have to Love yourself before you can Love others. 


Customer: So, what should I do? 


Tech Support: Pull down Self-Acceptance; then click on the following files: Forgive-Self; Realize Your Worth; and Acknowledge your Limitations. 


Customer: Okay, done.


Tech Support: Now, copy them to the "My Heart" directory.  The system will overwrite any conflicting files and begin patching faulty programming.   Also, you need to delete Verbose Self-Criticism from all directories and empty your Recycle Bin to make sure it is completely gone and never comes back. 


Customer: Got it. Hey! My heart is filling up with new files.  Smile is playing on my monitor and Peace and Contentment are copying themselves all over My Heart.  Is this normal? 


Tech Support: Sometimes. For others it takes awhile, but eventually everything gets it at the proper time. So Love is installed and running.  One more thing before we hang up. Love is Freeware.  Be sure to give it and its various modules to everyone you meet.  They will in turn share it with others and return some cool modules back to you.


Customer: Thank you, God.


�








Do not be afraid, little flock,


for your Father has been pleased


to give you the kingdom.


Luke 11:28-30











Food For Thought


The Friday Myth


Adapted from chapter 10, “God’s deal With YOU” by David R Holt


What day of the week was Our Saviour crucified?  That may, at first, seem a bit of a weird question.  Most Christians would probably answer, “Friday, of course!”  However, I would like to give readers some food for thought.  As usual, I will quote a number of Scriptures to get open-minded people thinking.


Jesus said, “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days AND THREE NIGHTS in the heart of the earth.” (Matthew 12:40) 


Now, no matter how anyone tries, it is impossible to make THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS into anything less than 60 hours at the very least even by allowing for parts of days or nights to be considered as the whole thereof (known as ‘inclusive reckoning,’ as was Jewish custom in Jesus’ time).  Since it was Jesus Himself who said it, surely none but the most arrogant and audacious would argue with it, so let’s look a little further. 


We know that Jesus and His disciples shared the Passover meal (The Last Supper) in the upper room on the evening before His crucifixion immediately before going to the Garden of Gethsemane where He was arrested.  All four gospels say so.  The day of the Passover is immediately prior to the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is one of seven special annual Sabbath days on the Jewish calendar listed in detail in Leviticus 23.  This always occurs on the 15th day of the first Jewish month of Abib (today known as Nisan), regardless of what day of the week this happens to be.  The Jewish New Year began on the first day that the new moon was visible after (but not before) sunset following the Northern Hemisphere spring equinox (which is, of course, March 21st on our calendar). Being the day before the special Sabbath the Passover day is also known as ‘Preparation Day’ in allusion to the fact that all the work of preparing for the holy day (holi-day) was done on Passover day.


Since the first part of the biblical day is the dark part (ref: Genesis 1:5 second part and Leviticus 23:5), the Passover started at sunset and continued until the following sunset so that the first act of Jesus and His disciples was to celebrate the Passover meal immediately after sunset early in the evening of Abib 14th and then, following His subsequent arrest, He was shunted back and forth between the Sanhedrin, Pilate and Herod for most of that night and then, at about nine o’clock the next morning—still Abib 14th—He was crucified.  It is true that Jesus and His disciples had already eaten their Passover meal earlier on Abib 14th than was usual because, as Jesus told them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.” (Luke 22:15).  This was, of course, because Jesus knew that His crucifixion was to coincide exactly with the majority of the ceremonial sacrifices of Passover lambs at the temple thus emphasising Him being the ultimate “Passover sacrifice” for the whole world.


Referring to the day of Jesus’ crucifixion, the Bible tells us: Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a SPECIAL Sabbath. (John 19:31) 


After this Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus took Jesus’ body down from the cross, wrapped it in linen and took it to a new, unused tomb.  Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. (John 19:42) where it laid, as Jesus predicted, for three days and three nights.


Now there is no doubt that it was at around sunrise on the first day of the week (that is: the day we now call Sunday) that the women went to anoint Jesus’ body and found the tomb empty—so, if we count back three days and nights from then, we arrive at first thing on Thursday morning.  “How can this be?” you may well be asking.  Well, if we look at the astronomical and Jewish calendars for the year 30 AD—which, being three-and-a-half years after Jesus’ baptism in 26 AD, is generally thought to be the year of His crucifixion—we find that Abib 1st fell on what, in Jerusalem, would begin at the 5:55 PM sunset on Thursday, March 23rd, thus making the 14th starting at sunset on what would now be Wednesday April 5th in that year. This would have meant that the special Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread was on Friday. Thus we find that, in that particular week there were two Sabbaths on two consecutive days—the special one on the sixth day immediately followed by the regular weekly seventh-day Sabbath.


This is actually confirmed in Scripture if we look at the original Greek text of Matthew 28:1.  Almost every English translation of that verse reads, “After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb” but, technically, that is not correct.  The bold words are translated from the Greek, opse de sabbaton where “opse” means “at the end of” or “after” and “sabbaton” is the plural form of “sabbat”—meaning “Sabbath.”  Thus, the correct translation should be “after the Sabbaths”—PLURAL!  We need to remember that medieval scholars already indoctrinated into the “Good Friday” myth made the original translations and to render sabbaton correctly, would have created problems that would probably have caused more difficulty than simply “losing” the correct interpretation.


Additional support for a fifth-day crucifixion will be found if the gospel reports of the days leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion are examined in detail. 


In John 12:1-2 we learn that six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived in Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Then, in verses 12 and 13, we are told, The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet Him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of Israel!” Because it nicely fits in with a Friday crucifixion, this is usually referred to as “Palm Sunday” in most churches. However, Scripture doesn’t say that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the first day of the week.


Since no actual day of the week is given for these events, we are left with two possible scenarios. One depends on the system of inclusive reckoning, which, as I have pointed out, was common practice in Israel at that time.  Using this system of counting, the meal at Lazarus’ home would have been on the weekly Sabbath and the entry into Jerusalem, as most people celebrate it, on the first day of the week, Sunday. Thus, by inclusive reckoning, Saturday would have been day 1 and “Palm Sunday” day 2, making day 6 Thursday. As I will show, this option fits better with the gospel accounts of the subsequent days.


The alternative suggests the dinner given in Jesus’ honour at Lazarus’ and his sisters Martha and Mary’s home would not have taken place on the Sabbath since a non-religious ‘party’ on that day would have been contrary to Jewish law.  So, if the dinner given was six days before the Passover, and Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem was on the next day, it must follow that He went to worship at the temple on the Sabbath (Saturday), which was five days before the Passover.  And Saturday is five days before Thursday, isn’t it? 


In the following, you will notice that Mark tells us that, on arrival at Jerusalem, Jesus went to the temple—which further supports the suggestion that it was the Sabbath.  Taking up the story in Mark’s gospel, immediately following where he repeats the shouts of the crowd as Jesus entered the city, he writes, “Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve. The next day as they were leaving Bethany...” (Mark 11:11-12) and goes on to relate the day’s events, including Jesus clearing the temple of moneychangers.  This lends even more support for the previous day being the Sabbath since, on His first visit, Jesus would have seen the commercialisation of God’s dwelling and, rather than disrupt the Sabbath, determined to return when it was over to sort the problem out. 


 Moving on to verse 19, we read, “When evening came, they went out of the city.”  This, in our system, was Sunday evening and, in the Jewish system the end of the first day (Sunday) and start of the second day (Monday), the second day of the week. To avoid confusion, I will use modern chronology for the rest of this study.


In the very next verse, Mark starts, “In the morning...” This is Monday morning.  Mark then goes on to tell the events of that day. It was a full day and included Jesus’ divine authority being challenged by the chief priests, some parables and Jesus’ graphic description of the last days before His return that He gave on the Mount of Olives, the full account of which is given in Matthew 24 and 25.  The whole account of Monday’s events takes up the next two-and-a-half chapters of Mark’s gospel and closes, at the beginning of chapter 14, “Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill Him. “But not during the Feast,” they said, “or the people may riot.” (vs.1-2). This is followed by an account of a woman anointing Jesus’ head with expensive perfume as He was at the home of a man named Simon at Bethany on Monday evening (the beginning of the Jewish 3rd day). 


We now need to review the two alternatives because, in verse 12, Mark proceeds to relate the preparation for the Passover meal in the upper room.  If the inclusive reckoning method of counting the days was used, then Mark’s statement that the Passover was ‘only two days away’ would have meant that the it was the next day (that is, the day he was speaking was day 1 and the next day was day 2).  If, on the other hand, inclusive reckoning was not used, then we are left with a whole day totally unaccounted for in any of the gospels, which I, personally, find very hard to imagine, which is why I favour the inclusive reckoning method.  Besides, as I have already pointed out, that was the method of the day.


Finally, starting at verse 17, by which time it was evening and, in Jewish time, the start of the Passover, Mark tells the story of the Last Supper.  So, whichever system of counting was used, this must have been immediately following sunset on Wednesday evening, the beginning of the Jewish fifth day.  And as everyone who knows the story of Jesus’ final hours is very well aware, within twenty-four hours He was crucified, dead and entombed.


NOWHERE does the Bible say that Jesus was crucified on the SIXTH day of the week. 


NOWHERE does it say that Jesus rode a donkey’s colt into Jerusalem on the FIRST day of the week.


It DOES SAY that He was crucified on Preparation day and, as it DOES STATE, the next day was a SPECIAL Sabbath. 


When properly translated, the Bible DOES STATE that the women went to the tomb after the Sabbaths (plural).


But, MOST IMPORTANTLY, JESUS HIMSELF PROPHESIED that He would be in the tomb FOR THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. 


The problems caused by a Friday crucifixion are actually far greater than those caused by Thursday but, in case you are still confused, let’s look at possible alternative “diaries” of the final days before Jesus’ resurrection.  I offer alternatives because, as I have said, I find the complete absence of any Biblical account for one whole day somewhat strange.  Remember that the Jewish 24-hour days began at sunset and so parts of two different Jewish days are included in each of the modern days.


OPTION ONE.  


Modern day	  Jewish day	Events


Friday	6 – 7   Abib 9	Jesus attends dinner at Lazarus, Martha and Mary’s home at Bethany.  


		The Weekly Sabbath begins at sunset.


Saturday	7 – 1   Abib 10	Jesus enters Jerusalem and goes to the temple to worship where He sees the activities of the moneychangers and traders in sacrificial offerings but does nothing since it is the Sabbath.


		Jesus and the disciples return to Bethany for the night.


Sunday	1 – 2   Abib 11	Jesus returns to the temple and clears it.


		Jesus and the disciples again stay at Bethany for the night. 


Monday	2 – 3   Abib 12	Jesus is challenged by the Pharisees and gives His Olivet address.


		Jesus’ party stays at Simon’s home at Bethany for the night.


		A woman anoints Jesus with expensive perfume in the evening (day 3).  


Tuesday	3 – 4   Abib 13	No accounts of this day exist.


Wednesday	4 – 5   Abib 14	The Passover begins at sunset. 


		Jesus and His disciples share the Passover meal after sunset (day 5). 


		Jesus is arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane and His trial begins.


Thursday	5 – 6   Abib 15	Jesus’ trial continues.  At 9:00 AM Jesus is crucified and dies at about 3:00 PM.  His body is taken down from the cross and placed in the tomb.


		Under inclusive reckoning the small portion of daylight left is DAY ONE of the “three days and three nights” and, after sunset, the beginning of NIGHT ONE.


Friday 	6 – 7   Abib 16	This is the SPECIAL Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.


		Jesus lies at rest in the tomb.


		This is the rest of NIGHT ONE, DAY TWO and the beginning of NIGHT TWO.


Saturday	7 – 1   Abib 17	The regular weekly Sabbath.


		Jesus rests in the tomb.


		This is the rest of NIGHT TWO, DAY THREE and the beginning of NIGHT THREE. (Note that, even if Jesus was resurrected immediately after the Sabbath ended at sunset on Saturday, under inclusive reckoning, the few seconds of darkness would still constitute night three)


Sunday	1 – 2   Abib 18	The women go to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body, leaving before sunrise (ref: John 20:1) and arriving after sunrise (ref: Mark 16:1).


		Jesus has already risen when they arrive. 


OPTION TWO.  


Saturday	7 – 1   Abib 10	The Weekly Sabbath ends at sunset after which Jesus attends dinner at Lazarus Martha and Mary’s home at Bethany before retiring to sleep.  


Sunday	1 – 2   Abib 11	Jesus enters Jerusalem and goes to the temple where He sees the activities of the money-changers ad traders in sacrificial offerings but does nothing since it is late in the day.


		Jesus and the disciples return to Bethany for the night.


Monday	2 – 3   Abib 12	Jesus returns to the temple and clears it.


		Jesus and the disciples again stay at Bethany for the night.


Tuesday	3 – 4   Abib 13	Jesus is challenged by the Pharisees and gives His Olivet address.


		Jesus’ party stays at Simon’s home at Bethany for the night.


		A woman anoints Jesus with expensive perfume in the evening (day 4). 


Wednesday	4 – 5   Abib 14	The Passover begins at sunset. 


		Jesus and His disciples share the Passover meal after sunset (day 5). 


		Jesus is arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane and His trial begins.


Thursday	5 – 6   Abib 15	Jesus’ trial continues.  At 9:00 AM Jesus is crucified and dies at about 3:00 PM.  His body is taken down from the cross and placed in the tomb.


		Under inclusive reckoning the small portion of daylight left is DAY ONE of the “three days and three nights” and, after sunset, the beginning of NIGHT ONE.


Friday	6 – 7   Abib 16	This is the SPECIAL Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.


		Jesus lies at rest in the tomb.


		This is the rest of NIGHT ONE, DAY TWO and the beginning of NIGHT TWO.


Saturday	7 – 1   Abib 17	The regular weekly Sabbath.


		Jesus rests in the tomb.


		This is the rest of NIGHT TWO, DAY THREE and the beginning of NIGHT THREE. (Note that, even if Jesus was resurrected immediately after the Sabbath ended at sunset on Saturday, under inclusive reckoning, the few seconds of darkness would still constitute night 3)


Sunday	1 – 2   Abib 18	The women go to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body, leaving before sunrise (ref: John 20:1) and arriving after sunrise (ref: Mark 16:1).


	Jesus has already risen when they arrive.


Now you will notice that, whichever alternative you favour, in BOTH options, we end up with a Thursday crucifixion whereas, if the crucifixion took place on a Friday (the Jewish 6th day), we end up with the following.


THE FRIDAY CRUCIFIXION OPTION.  


Modern day	  Jewish day	Events


Saturday	7 – 1   Abib 9	The Weekly Sabbath ends at sunset after which Jesus attends dinner at Lazarus Martha and Mary’s home at Bethany before retiring to sleep.  


Sunday	1 – 2   Abib 10	Jesus enters Jerusalem and goes to the temple where He sees the activities of the money-changers ad traders in sacrificial offerings but does nothing since it is late in the day.


		Jesus and the disciples return to Bethany for the night.


Monday	2 – 3   Abib 11	Jesus returns to the temple and clears it.


		Jesus and the disciples again stay at Bethany for the night.


Tuesday	3 – 4   Abib 12	Jesus is challenged by the Pharisees and gives His Olivet address.


		Jesus’ party stays at Simon’s home at Bethany for the night.


		A woman anoints Jesus with expensive perfume in the evening (day 4). 


Wednesday	4 – 5   Abib 13	No accounts of this day exist.


Thursday	5 – 6   Abib 14	The Passover begins at sunset. 


		Jesus and His disciples share the Passover meal after sunset (day 6). 


		Jesus is arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane and His trial begins.


Friday 	6 – 7   Abib 15	Jesus’ trial continues.  At about 9:00 AM Jesus is crucified and dies at about 3:00 PM.  His body is taken down from the cross and placed in the tomb.


		Under inclusive reckoning the small portion of daylight left after Jesus was placed in the tomb is DAY ONE of the “three days and three nights” and, after sunset, the beginning of NIGHT ONE.


Saturday	7 – 1   Abib 16	This is the SPECIAL Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread as well as the regular weekly Sabbath  (but don’t forget that the original Bible texts say there were Sabbaths – PLURAL).


		Jesus rests in the tomb. 


		This is the rest of NIGHT ONE, DAY TWO and the beginning of NIGHT TWO.


Sunday	1 – 2   Abib 18	The women go to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body, leaving before sunrise (ref: John 20:1) and arriving after sunrise (ref: Mark 16:1).


		Jesus has already risen when they arrive.


		Now, even if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead until a moment after sunrise on the first day (Sunday) that would only constitute DAY THREE and we are left with absolutely NO NIGHT THREE. 


So I submit to you that there is absolutely nothing sacrilegious or heretical in proposing that Jesus was crucified on the day we now call THURSDAY.  Even though it is accepted without question as fact by practically every church profess�ing to be Christian, I suggest that “Good Friday” is nothing but a tradition!  If you have a problem with this suggestion, my only request is that you ask yourself why.  Do you prefer to believe a church tradition or Jesus’ own words?  


One final thought:  WHICHEVER day Jesus was crucified is not a salvation issue and so the only reason for establishing it is a matter of TRUTH.  The father of lies is Satan and, for that reason alone, what Christian would want to perpetuate ANY lie?  Food for thought indeed!








“Bert’s Quote”


A snippet from Bert Ham’s daily journal


"Each person must live their life according to the cards that God has dealt them."





Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD,�Did You mean for the giraffe to look like that or was it an accident?�Norma





I’M THANKFUL


FOR ALL THE COMPLAINING I HEAR ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT�BECAUSE IT MEANS THAT WE HAVE FREEDOM OF SPEECH.





Making Pancakes


Shared by Nancy Wall


Six -year-old Brandon decided one Saturday morning to fix his parents pancakes. He found a big bowl and spoon, pulled a chair to the counter, opened the cupboard and pulled out the heavy flour canister, spilling it on the floor.


He scooped some of the flour into the bowl with his hands, mixed in most of a cup of milk and added some sugar, leaving a floury trail on the floor which by now had a few tracks left by his kitten.


Brandon was covered with flour and getting frustrated. He wanted this to be something very good for Mom and Dad, but it was getting very bad. He didn't know what to do next, whether to put it all into the oven or on the stove and he didn't know how the stove worked!. Suddenly he saw his kitten licking from the bowl of mix and reached to push her away, knocking the egg carton to the floor. 


Frantically he tried to clean up this monumental mess but slipped on the eggs, getting his pyjamas white and sticky. And just then he saw Dad standing at the door. Big crocodile tears welled up in Brandon's eyes. All he'd wanted to do was something good, but he'd made a terrible mess. He was sure a scolding was coming, maybe even a spanking. But his father just watched him.


Then, walking through the mess, he picked up his crying son, hugged him and loved him, getting his own pyjamas white and sticky in the process. That's how God deals with us. We try to do something good in life, but it turns into a mess. Our marriage gets all sticky or we insult a friend, or we can't stand our job, or our health goes sour. �Sometimes we just stand there in tears because we can't think of anything else to do. That's when God picks us up and loves us and forgives us, even though some of our mess gets all over Him.





TELL THE DEVIL


By Cher Walter


Tell the devil today, he is a liar! 


He will not take your joy, your peace or disturb your spirit.


Tell him he cannot sleep in your bed


There's not enough cover.


Tell him he cannot sit in your chair


You will not give him a cushion of comfort.


Tell him he can't touch your body


It's covered with the blood.


Tell him he cannot audit your finances


You've changed accountants.


Tell him he cannot enter your home


The locks have been changed.


Tell him to leave your workplace


He's not on your list of things to do for today.


Tell him to take his hands off your children


Because you've had hands laid on them.


Tell him you have no time for his nonsense, criticism or fears


You are on a mission, and you walk by faith.


Tell him no more tears, heartaches, or headaches


Because there's another, He, that restoreth your soul.


Tell him; Tell him; Tell him; Tell him.


Tell him, today, you have a gentle, powerful inner peace within


That consumes you and leaves no room for confusion.


Tell him, today you will respond soothingly


To a crying child, a tense spouse, or an impatient friend.


Tell him, today, you will find no fault


with a relative, friend, or colleague.


Tell him to leave your tongue alone


For today you will not talk of anyone


Before placing God at the beginning of your thought.


Tell him, wherever you are, that God Is.


Tell him, God said, "My people will abide in a peaceful habitation...and in quiet resting places." Isaiah 32:18


Tell him that he will NOT inflict pain, suffering, or disease on you,�for JESUS CHRIST healed you 2000 years ago.


Today, Tell the devil he is a liar!!!


Amen


























































































































 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt


SECOND EDITION NOW PRINTED


GET YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 


(+ $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" �CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM�


     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 














A wonderful Message


By George Carlin


Shared by Anette Dallas


George Carlin was an American comedian of the 70's and 80's. He was known to be a little foul-mouthed and it is fascinating that after the death of his wife and 9-11 he would write the following.


The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter tempers, wider freeways but narrower viewpoints.


We spend more but have less. 


We buy more but enjoy less.


We have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences but less time.


We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge but less judgment, 


more experts yet more problems, more medicine but less wellness.


We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray too seldom.


We have multiplied our possessions but reduced our values.


We talk too much, love too seldom and hate too often.


We've learned how to make a living but not a life.


We've added years to life not life to years. 


We've been all the way to the moon and back but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new neighbour.


We conquered outer space but not inner space.


We've done larger things but not better things.


We've cleaned up the air but polluted the soul.


We've conquered the atom but not our prejudice.


We write more but learn less.


We plan more but accomplish less. 


We've learned to rush but not to wait.


We build more computers to hold more information, to produce more copies than ever but we communicate less and less.


These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and small character, steep profits and shallow relationships.


These are the days of two incomes but more divorce, fancier houses but broken homes.


These are days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throwaway morality, one night stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do everything from cheer, to quiet to kill.


It is a time when there is much in the showroom window and nothing in the stockroom.


A time when technology can bring this letter to you and a time when you can choose either to share this insight or to just hit delete.





THE BKM PLEDGE


As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."


Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.


It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.


"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.


I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY DAY


I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.


  THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED


 WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS


If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium


PLEASE �HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org?subject=PRAYER PARTNER NEEDED"��WRITE� TO US


Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.


 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES


FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR


(That's less than forty cents a week!)


YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY


AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE


 


TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES


 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �Email� your pledge NOW and send all donations to:


Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.


(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the Australian banks won't accept anything else!)


 Jesus said,


"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)


 AND


WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS


SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING!  WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!


SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.


 God bless you all.


David R Holt











NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! 


AT THE


BELOVED KING MINISTRIES


WEB SITE 


 “Some Modern Religious Myths”


By David R Holt


Learn how Satan has used Pagan Traditions to dupe Christians into false doctrines


Click the link on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/" ��home page�











Shared by Yvette Burleigh
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