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Greetings and God's blessings

to you all and a special welcome to you if you are reading your very first "Making A Difference."  We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies.

My personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.

I pray that God will abundantly bless your month, that your prayers and petitions to Him will be heard and that you and your loved ones will experience the touch of the Holy Spirit as never before.  Where understanding has been difficult, I pray that the clouds of darkness will be lifted and that the full light of Jesus will shine through so that His truth shall prevail as never before.

Let everyone who reads this magazine echo the words of the Psalmist: “Though the arrogant have smeared me with their lies, I keep your precepts in my heart. Their hearts are callous and unfeeling, but I delight in your Law. Oh, how I love your Law!  I meditate on it all day long. Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever with me.  You are near, O Lord, and all your commandments are true.  Your statutes are wonderful; therefore I obey them.  Long ago I learned from your statutes that you established them to last forever.”  (Psalm 119:69, 70, 97, 98, 129, 151, 152)  - I urge each and every one of you to spend some time reading and meditating the WHOLE of Psalm 119 this month.

I pray especially for those of you who are sick or infirm.  May the Lord’s compassion uplift you to new heights because, by His stripes, you HAVE BEEN healed.  In the name of Jesus, I banish Satan and his lying servants, masquerading as angels of righteousness, from the lives of everyone who reads this magazine.

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in your sight O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.
[image: image6.jpg]


DISCLAIMER

Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
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On the subject of lawn care, I just HAD to share the next story.

It’s a little irreverent and would normally go in the “Things to Make You Smile” section but I believe our God has a wonderful sense of humour and so I have featured it.
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How Easy Is Easy?

Our Lead Scripture for this month, Matthew 11:28-30 - “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” –is very well known.  Jesus spoke these words just after He had denounced the cities where He had performed many miracles because they refused to mend their ways. So what did those people need to do to mend their ways?

When you read Jesus’ words, the answer isn’t really hard and yet the “cheap grace” doctrines of many churches today show that little has changed since He spoke them.  It is almost as though they have completely missed their Saviour’s instruction to take His yoke upon them and learn from Him.  He even said it’s easy!  

Before we try to establish what Jesus’ yoke is though, let’s define exactly what a ‘yoke’ is.  There are two sorts of yoke. They are similar and yet different.  The first is a shaped wooden frame that fits onto a person’s shoulders and has a hook at each end from which can be suspended loads—most often large buckets for carrying liquids.  In many third-world countries this type of yoke is still used for fetching water or carrying milk.  Obviously, for it to be used effectively, the loads on each side need to be equal in weight.  The other type of yoke is a similar contraption for horses or oxen except that it is used to hitch a wagon or farm implement for pulling rather than lifting or carrying.  The big difference between the two is that the yoke used for animals can be made to join two or more beasts together so that they can pull bigger loads in tandem without getting under each other’s feet. 

Maybe the problem is that today’s apostate churches haven’t stopped to consider just what Jesus’ yoke is or, in fact, that He actually HAS one. So let’s take a look at other things He said to find out exactly what He was talking about.

First of all, there is a hint in the same passage where Jesus said that His burden is light.  This more or less tells us that it was the first type of yoke that He was figuratively referring to.  But the ‘cheap grace’ proponents will tell you that the salvation that Jesus bought and paid for with His blood and His life carries NO burden.  They say it is a free gift of love that humans can never earn.  In that, they are absolutely correct.  Besides, that gift has, as I say, already been purchased and given.  It is ours.  So does that mean that everyone who accepts Jesus as his or her Saviour will be in His kingdom?  Well, from what Jesus said in Matthew 7:21-23, which we looked at last month, it becomes quite clear that they will not.

I don’t think there are too many committed Christians who are not familiar with what is popularly called “The Great Commission” from Matthew 28:19, 20 where Jesus is quoted as saying, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  Would you call that a ‘burden’?  Maybe some readers are now saying, “Oh No!” but I want to tell you that I have been doing that for some years now and I can assure you that it very definitely IS!  People will tell you anything and everything they can think up to justify NOT obeying everything that Jesus commanded!  

Actually, if we examine the Great Commission more closely, it can be seen that there are two quite distinct ‘burdens’ there.  The first one is to practice what you preach—that is, to obey everything that Jesus commanded and I believe that is the one that Jesus was referring to when He said that His yoke is easy and His burden light.  He also said, “If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.” (Matthew 19:17).   Beloved, THERE ARE ONLY TEN OF THEM!  Is at least TRYING to obey them all that difficult?  Jesus was speaking the absolute truth when He said they are not burdensome.  That yoke is only difficult and the burden heavy when a person is bound up in apostate tradition and unwilling to do at the Bereans of Acts 17:11 did and take the trouble to check out those traditions in their Bibles.

Oh yes, I sincerely believe that they WANT to be Christians.  But their problem is that they want to be Christians THEIR way rather than Jesus’ way.  What they are actually doing—even though they would argue the point ‘til they’re blue in the face—is what Paul warned his apprentice Timothy about: “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.” (2 Timothy 4:3).  They are, in fact, being seduced by the enemy’s flagrant use of Jesus’ name. “For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.” (2 Corinthians 11:4)  What they fail to realise is that “such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.  Their end will be what their actions deserve” (2 Corinthians 11:13-16).

Sadly, it is a lot easier to accept whatever some preacher says than to do your own study of Scripture but when it is considered that you are putting your very salvation in that preacher’s hands, is it really worth it?  When some preacher tells you that obedience to the commandments is obsolete, he is laying his curse on you.  But it’s EASIER to follow one of Satan’s servants masquerading as a servant of righteousness isn’t it?  The wide road to destruction is easier than the narrow one to salvation isn’t it? Easier, yes—but worth it? NO!

There is, however, another ‘burden’ in Jesus’ Great Commission.  That is to teach others and, as Jesus put it, “make disciples of all nations.”  When I first accepted that responsibility THAT yoke was NOT easy and that burden was certainly NOT light.  I have had my teaching thrown back in my face by people I love dearly as my brothers and sisters in Christ.  It has seemed that the doctrines of a lifetime of apostate teachings are just too entrenched to be penetrated.  

Somewhere, a long time ago, Satan started a cult belief that the Law was nailed to the cross.  That lie is now almost universally accepted as truth by dear, sincere folk who have fallen victim to another of Satan’s strategies because they totally missed Paul’s point in his message to the Colossian church.  But ask one of those people whether you need to be on your guard because, if you say something that offends them, they might come and kill you and they will tell you not to be stupid.  Well, I would like to know how such people vehemently defend the sixth commandment whilst totally disregarding others.  Jesus’ brother James wrote, “If anyone keeps the whole Law and yet errs at one point, he is guilty of breaking it all.” (James 2:10)  Is there anything difficult to understand in that?

The reason that the yoke of teaching truth is not so easy is because, when someone you love rejects it and you know they have, you also know that you will not meet that person in Jesus’ kingdom.  Even before He came in the flesh as a human, Jesus told the prophet Ezekiel about this.  “When I say to a wicked man, ‘You will surely die,’ and you do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his evil ways, he will die for his sin; but you will have saved yourself. (Ezekiel 3:18, 19).  I have underlined the key points in these verses so that you can see how knowing the truth can put you in a very insidious situation.  It’s a ‘Catch 22’ because, if you DON’T tell the sinner his error, YOU will be held responsible for his death and, if you DO tell him and he refuses to accept your warning, you will live to see sentence carried out on your loved one.  The burden of that lies VERY heavy on you. But be joyful always, pray continually and give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).

So, returning to the title of this editorial, how easy IS ‘easy’?  Unless your own pleasure and ‘conveniences’ and desire for material things take precedence over God, keeping the commandments IS easy and teaching others to do the same is also easy because the Scriptures are there for you to use.  However, the pain when they reject your teaching certainly ISN’T easy!  But that is no excuse to ‘lighten up’ on that ‘Great Commission.’   I can personally tell you that the sadness that is felt when someone you care deeply about accuses you of being ‘legalistic’ or, even worse, trying to ‘buy’ salvation with ‘good works’ is enormous.  Take courage though because Jesus also said,  “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven…” (Matthew 5:11, 12) and, as His brother James also wrote,  “Faith without deeds is dead.”  (James 2:26)  This also exposes the lie that the ‘cheap grace’ proponents tell doesn’t it?  The blessing that Jesus promised definitely DOES have a price—the insults and persecution of loved ones.

 “Do not think I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, nor the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  Anyone who breaks one of the least of the commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-19)

Heaven and earth haven’t disappeared and Jesus hasn’t returned to accomplish everything yet so stand up and be counted NOW Beloved, and be called great in the kingdom of heaven because Jesus promised it!  

DRH
ANOTHER REASON WHY YOU NEED TO CONFIRM YOUR FREE SUBSCRIPTION
When the magazine is returned "undeliverable" due to expired accounts, closed email boxes or, as explained earlier, because it has been rejected by a SPAM filter, the address will be flagged as invalid.  However, this will be allowed to happen THREE TIMES in any 12-month period before the address is permanently deleted from BKM records.  Once removed, an address will not be recoverable and so the only way a reader can be reinstated will be if that reader personally writes requesting so.

Thank you all for your cooperation and support.   May God richly bless you.

A SPECIAL REQUEST TO ALL READERS

If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  All you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel when the magazine will open).  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.


God's Boxes

Shared by Karen and Matthew Lyons


I have in my hands two boxes, which God gave me to hold.

He said, "Put all your sorrows in the black box, and all your joys in the gold." 

I heeded His words, and in the two boxes, both my joys and sorrows I stored, 
But though the gold became heavier each day, the black was as light as before. 

With curiosity, I opened the black, I wanted to find out why, 
and I saw, in the base of the box, a hole, which my sorrows had fallen out by. 

I showed the hole to God, and mused, "I wonder where my sorrows could be!" 
He smiled a gentle smile and said, "My child, they're all here with me." 

I asked God, why He gave me the boxes, why the gold and the black with the hole? 
"My child, the gold is for you to count your blessings, the black is for you to let go." 



FRIENDS


We should consider all of our friends a blessing. 

Send Making A Difference to a friend today 

Just to let them know you are thinking of them 

And that they are a joy in your life. 

A ball is a circle, no beginning, no end. 

It keeps us together like our Circle of Friends. 
But the treasure inside for you to see, 

Is the treasure of friendship you've granted to me. 

Today I pass the friendship ball to you. 
Pass it on to someone who is a friend to you. 



Why Two Testaments?

Hello from the Philippines,

Can you please tell me why the two parts of the Bible are called the Old Testament and the New Testament?  I always thought that the whole Bible is about Jesus.

Sincerely,

Lorenzo P.

Your question is probably more interesting than you think Lorenzo. Actually I prefer to think of the two sections of the Bible as the Old Testament and the Older Testament! That is, BOTH parts are now old and yes, you are absolutely right – the whole Bible IS about Jesus.  As I have pointed out in my book, “God’s deal With YOU” the One that the patriarchs and prophets of the Older Testament spoke with was, in fact, the preincarnate Jesus. This is easily confirmed by 1 Timothy 6:16 where we are told, that no one has ever seen or can see God and John 5:37 which tells us that no one has heard God’s voice or seen His form.  1 Corinthians 10:4 also tells us that the spiritual rock that yielded water for the thirsty Israelites in the desert was Christ.

The only reason for the division of the Bible as far as Christians are concerned is to separate the scene-setting and prophetic messages about the promised Messiah with the fulfilment of those prophesies. Of course, for non-Christian Jews, the Old(er) Testament is their Torah or Holy Book of the Law and the Prophets upon which Jesus said His two summation commandments – love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind and love your neighbour as yourself were based.   DRH

Re: The Continuation of Making A Difference.

PLEASE keep me on your magazine e-mail list. I would be VERY deeply saddened if this magazine was no longer sent to me, or if it was deleted all together. PLEASE KEEP ME ON YOUR LIST, AND SEND ME EVERY SINGLE MAGAZINE. I look forward to getting this magazine every month, if not more often. It brightens my day when I get this magazine, sometimes I am having a bad day, and just reading this magazine brightens my day. Please don't discontinue this magazine, and keep me on forever!
Thanks,
Jennifer
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“Your baby is developing very nicely.
Would you like to send him an e-mail?”











 




Great Point

Shared by Nancy Wall
A man is being tailgated by a stressed-out woman on a busy Boulevard.  Suddenly, the light turns yellow just in front of him.  He does the honest thing, and stops at the crosswalk, even though he could have beaten the red light by accelerating through the intersection.

The tailgating woman hits the roof, and the horn, screaming in frustration as she misses her chance to get through the intersection with him. As she is still in mid-rant, she hears a tap on her window and looks up into the face of a very serious police officer. The officer orders her to exit her car with her hands up. He takes her to the police station where she is searched, fingerprinted, photographed, and placed in a cell.

After a couple of hours, a policeman approaches the cell and opens the door. She is escorted back to the booking desk where the arresting officer is waiting with her personal effects.

He says, "I'm very sorry for this mistake. You see I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn, flipping the guy off in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at him. I noticed the 'Choose Life' 
license plate holder, the 'What Would Jesus Do?' bumper sticker, the 'Follow Me to Sunday School' bumper sticker, and the chrome plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk."

"Naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car."


Dealing With A Gossip

Shared by Yvette Burleigh
Mildred, the church gossip and self-appointed arbiter of the church's morals, kept sticking her nose into other people's business. Several members were unappreciative of her activities, but feared her enough to maintain
their silence. She made a mistake, however, when she accused George, a new member, of being an alcoholic after she saw his pickup truck parked in front of the town's only bar one afternoon. She commented to George and others that everyone seeing it there everyone would know what he was doing.

George, a man of few words, stared at her for a moment and just walked away.

He didn't explain, defend or deny, he said nothing. Later that evening, George quietly parked his pickup in front of Mildred's house and left it there all night.


Dressed for Church
One Sunday morning an old cowboy entered a church just before services were to begin.  Although the old man and his clothes were spotlessly clean, he wore jeans, a denim shirt and boots that were very worn and ragged. In his hand he carried a worn out old hat and an equally worn out Bible.

The church he entered was in a very upscale and exclusive part of the city.  It was the largest and most beautiful church the old cowboy had ever seen.

The people of the congregation were all dressed with expensive clothes and accessories. As the cowboy took a seat, the others moved away from him. No one greeted, spoke to, or welcomed him. They were all appalled at his appearance and did not attempt to hide it. 

The preacher gave a long sermon about Hell fire and brimstone and a stern lecture on how much money the church needed to do God's work. As the old cowboy was leaving the church, the preacher approached him and asked the cowboy to do him a favour. 

"Before you come back in here again, have a talk with God and ask him what He thinks would be appropriate attire for worship." 

The old cowboy assured the preacher he would. 

The next Sunday, he showed back up for the services wearing the same ragged jeans, shirt, boots, and hat. Once again he was completely shunned and ignored. 

The preacher approached the man and said, "I thought I asked you to speak to God before you came back to our church." 

"I did," replied the old cowboy. 

"If you spoke to God, what did he tell you the proper attire should be for worshiping in here?" asked the preacher. 

"Well, sir, God told me that He didn't have a clue what I should wear. He says He's never been in this church before." 

AND,


A Pardon Is Not a Pardon Unless It Is Accepted

Author Unknown

Shared by Dorothy Thornton 
There was a young man caught and found guilty of murder many decades ago, and sentenced to death. His mother and father loved him with all their hearts, and they appealed to everyone they met for leniency for their son. Without any results they finally appealed to the Governor of their State for a lesser sentence, but to everyone's surprise the Governor granted this young man a full Pardon.

A Pardon is a document that essentially erases a crime, making it as if it never happened. The Pardon was sent to the prisoner, with instructions to release him from prison. When the Warden told the young man about the Pardon, he became angry and said, "I'm guilty, I murdered another human being and I want to die."

"But," the Warden replied, "I have your Pardon in my hand!" No matter how the Warden pleaded, the prisoner kept demanding to die. Not knowing what to do, the Warden appealed to the Judge, to help him know what to do. The Judge said, "A Pardon is not a Pardon unless it is accepted!"

So, the young man was executed. He had been completely forgiven for his sins against humanity, and for his other most grievous crimes. So why did he die?

Because a Pardon is not a Pardon unless it is accepted!

Jesus died in the place of every human being, who by their sins against God were deserving of the death penalty. Every human being who would ever live has been granted an unconditional Pardon from God. But, you can only obtain this Pardon by believing that Jesus died for you, and accepting Him (Our Pardon) as both Saviour and Lord. The Lord has given knowledge of Himself to every human heart, but our choice is whether we accept His Pardon (Jesus) or reject it.

Remember, A PARDON IS NOT A PARDON UNLESS IT IS ACCEPTED.


How well do you know your Bible?

Click Here For A Neat Bible Quiz


All About Jesus

Shared by Renée Caldwell

Today, during my time of Bible study and prayer, a question I had always wondered about was answered for me, as I read and meditated on the Word of God.  Besides the disciples, the Bible tells us that there were also women who "followed" Jesus, that is, stayed with Him, not just during His preaching ministry, but all the way to the End (or should I say, the Beginning?).  We know some of their names: Joanna, Susanna, Mary the mother of Jesus, and of course, Mary Magdalene.  I find great strength in the example she set for us.

Jesus made a special trip into the (forbidden) desert of Samaria, to wait by the well for her, because He knew how very badly she needed Him.  He gave her the chance to admit that she was a sinner ...("go and bring your husband")...and admit them she did...("I have no husband"), then He revealed to her that He knew all her sins...("He told me everything I had ever done")...and not just that, He revealed Himself to her, as the Messiah...(from Mary: "I know that Messiah is coming", from Jesus: "I who speak to you am He."  Well the first thing she did was to go and blab it all over town, becoming one of the very first witnesses for Christ.  "And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified".  By the way, this account can be found in the 4th chapter of the Gospel of John.

The next time we see her, although she is not named, but referred to only as "a sinful woman", she has entered the house of Simon, the Pharisee, where she knew Jesus had been invited to supper, bringing a flask of oil with her.  Now this took real guts.  She would have had to slip in unnoticed.  First of all, she was one of those vile Samaritans, and would be unwelcomed in a Pharisee's home.  Second, she was a known sinner, it seemed the whole country knew that she was a whore, and nobody thought Jesus should be hanging around with whores.  But having met Him, she couldn't help being drawn to Him.  And now she quietly "stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil."  Right there, in front of everyone, Jesus not only acknowledges her, He forgives her, out loud, so that everyone would know.  "Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much."  The way He honours her moves me to tears, how like our Lord to publicly praise her, and I see that she has made a progression in her life, from sinner, to witness, to follower, and now she is in His service.  Is this an amazing transformation or what?  Oh yes, I keep forgetting to give the scripture reference.  I found this in the 7th chapter of the Gospel of Luke.

This week, as we celebrate the resurrection of our blessed Lord, I am reminded in scripture just who it was that Jesus first revealed Himself to after the resurrection.  Was it Peter, the Rock?  Or John, the Beloved?  No, it was the little whore He had found in the desert by the well, the sinful woman, the one He had forgiven much, the one whose friendship caused Him to be greatly criticized.  I've often wondered why.  Why was it that Mary Magdalene was the first to see the resurrected Christ?  Well, let's see.  Here's what I found in the 20th chapter of the Gospel of John.

First of all, we're told that she "went to the tomb early, while it was still dark".  She was restless, couldn't sleep, probably cried all night, I know I would have, and she was a great cryer, she wept a lot.  After all, this wonderful man, the Messiah, had been taken from her in the cruellest possible death, and she was grief-stricken.  So, what did she do?  She went to the last place she had seen him, where earlier they had wrapped the dead Jesus in funeral cloths and laid Him in the tomb.  When she saw the rock had been rolled away from the entrance, she ran and got Peter and John, and they all came back to the tomb.  Yep, it was empty.  But then, (verse 10) Peter and John went home.  But not Mary.  Mary couldn't leave.  Why not?  Because she had to find Jesus, she had to keep looking.  Since the day she met Him, she had been unable to leave Him, and even if Jesus was dead, she couldn't leave.  She had to be near Him, there was nothing else that was important to her, He had become her everything.  She knew.  It was all about Jesus.  In my imaginings, I picture her watching Peter and John as they left the garden outside the tomb, knowing she couldn't go with them.  Go home?  For what?  What was at home?  This was the last place she had seen Jesus, and here she would stay until she found Him.  It was all so hard to accept.  She looked again, into the tomb.  This time there were two Angels, and, they spoke to her, asking why she cried.  Angels.  Oh my.  How many times have I prayed that God would let me see an angel someday.  I've known that they exist, and the Bible says they are all around us, but to my knowledge, I've never seen one.  But here are two of them, speaking to Mary.  And does she spend much time with them?  No.  Because they are not Jesus, and Mary is looking for Jesus, and that's all she says to them, then turns away from the tomb into the garden, and practically runs right into Him.  But Mary can't tell that it's Jesus, she thinks it's the gardener.  Perhaps the tears in her eyes make it difficult to see?  But then He speaks to her, like this:  "Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you seeking?"  Still, she doesn't recognize Him.  And now, these really brave words from Mary.  "Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away."  I always wondered, did she think she could lift His body and carry it all by herself?  I believe she did, and would have.  But then, He speaks her name.  Oh my soul, to have heard my name spoken from the risen Christ's lips.  Of course, now there could be no mistake, and she knows it is Jesus standing before her, and she knows, He is alive.  I'm absolutely positive I would have fainted, maybe even had a heart attack.  Even today, my soul rejoices with Mary that our Saviour is alive.

So why do I think it was Mary Magdalene that the resurrected Christ first appeared to?  Because He knew her, and He knew she couldn't be deterred.  She was a girl with a mission.  She would be unstoppable in her search to find Him.  He knew if He didn't show Himself to her personally, that she would never give up the search.  She would have to stay in that garden, in the area right around the tomb, forever if she must, because it was the last place she saw Him, and her only clue to His whereabouts.  He couldn't leave her there, any more than He could leave her by the well, drowning in her own sins.  Oh, that I would have the heart of Mary Magdalene, that I would be just so determined in my own search, my own desire to be in His presence, to learn from Him, to go and give my love to Him personally.  It is possible, you know, even today, to go right into the presence of Jesus.  He has made arrangements for us to do just that, and here's how I know.

The 17th chapter of the Gospel of John is the prayer that Jesus prayed for us.  One of my Bibles even has the sub-title "Jesus prays for His own" above this chapter of scripture.  Now you and I, as believers, know that this prayer going out from the Son of God to the Father was no doubt immediately granted.  In His prayer, Jesus asks (verse 24) "Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which you have given Me; for You loved me before the foundation of the world."  Some might say He meant this for later, in eternity, kinda like the old song "when we all get to heaven", but I know that He meant now, in this part of our eternity, while we are still in this world, as evidenced by His words a few verses prior, (verse 15) when He says "I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one."  The other reason I know is because I have been there, and not even the word "glorious" can describe this phenomenon.  I highly recommend it.  I'm sorry to say, it doesn't happen as often as it should, but this is only due to limitations on my part, not Christ's.  He has no limitations.  The last time I was there, He gave me three things that He wants believers to know.  1. He has been procrastinating coming back, but can't put it off much longer.  He is coming soon.  2. He wants everyone who belongs to Him to come and see Him right away; He has something for them individually.  3. Try to get the "follow me" thing right.  I promised Him I would tell these three things to as many as possible.

I have heard preachers, pastors, evangelists, public speakers, and the like, pray out loud, asking for the Lord, or the Holy Spirit, to come and be present in the worship service or revival or whatever gathering of believers is taking place, and I've always wondered about this.  According to scripture, ("...where two or more are gathered together in my Name, there will I be also..."), He is there, whether we feel it or not.  I think it would behove us, rather than to ask that He come into our presence, that we repeat the words Peter spoke, when he saw Jesus walking on the water, coming towards them in the boat, when he said "Lord, bid me come to Thee."

Is it easy to go and be with Jesus?  No.  It is hard.  It takes the full desire of one's heart, a heart like Mary Magdalene's, one that will not be deterred, will not be prevented.  A heart that will not stop seeking until that which is sought is found.  A heart that knows nothing else but Jesus will do.  After all, it is all about Jesus.
DID YOU FIND THE BOOKS?
Last month we published a passage in which all the book names in the Bible were hidden. If you didn’t see it and would like to have a go at finding them, close this window right now and click HERE for last month’s magazine.  If, on the other hand, you are still trying to find those last elusive few, or have already found them, here is the answer.  I guess since no prize was offered, no one sent their solutions in but it would have been nice to see who was first to find all the books.
 

THIS IS A MOST REMARKABLE PUZZLE.  THE ORIGINATOR COMPILED WHILST ON A FLIGHT FROM LOS ANGELES TO HONOLULU, KEEPING HIM OCCUPIED FOR HOURS.  A FRIEND OF HIS FROM ILLINOIS WORKED ON IT WHILE FISHING FOR JOHN DORY FROM HIS BOAT.  ANOTHER FRIEND STUDIED IT WHILE PLAYING HIS BANJO. ELAINE TAYLOR, A COLUMNIST FRIEND, WAS SO INTRIGUED BY IT SHE MENTIONED IT IN HER WEEKLY NEWSPAPER COLUMN.  EVEN THE OLD SEAFARING HAG, GAIL FROM JUDEA WHO HEAPS ALMS ON THE NEEDY WITH HER COMIC "AHOY, ME HEARTIES" CRY TO JO NAHDINI AND THE OTHER SAILORS TRIED IT WHILST WRITING SOME PROVERBS. A MAN NAMED JEREMIAH PHILIPP IAN SMITH (IAN TO HIS FRIENDS) EVEN DID IT WHILST SINGING A SONG. OF SONGS IT WASN'T VERY MUSICAL BUT HE SANG IT ANYWAY TO HIS FRIEND JOSHUA FROM CORINTH.  IAN'S ORIGINAL IDEA WAS TO PASS THE PUZZLE ON TO JABEZ RANKIN IN TURKEY WHERE THE COLOSSIANS, EPHESIANS AND GALATIANS LIVE.   BUT THE GERMAN, HELMUT DEUTER, ON "O MY," THE POPULAR TV QUIZ SHOW, EVEN TOLD IT TO LEVI TICUSSMANN IN THE HOPES THAT HE WOULD BE ABLE TO SOLVE IT WHILST GETTING HIS HAIR CUT AT DIANTHE'S SALON.  IAN'S OTHER IDEA WAS TO TAKE IT TO THE VIDEO EZE KIEL BRANCH TO WORK ON WHILST HIS WIFE POLISHED THEIR ONE HEMI.  AHEAD, THERE IS A I-HANDED MAN DOING IT IN ECCLES.  I, AS TESS BROWN SAID, AGREE THAT THIS PUZZLE IS HARD.  AN ISRAELI BARBERSHOP QUARTET HAVE EVEN TRIED IT WHILST PERFORMING IN BRITAIN. THE GROUP IS COMPRISED OF BASS, OBADIAH COHEN, TENOR, ZEC HARIAH, BARITONE, ZEPHANIAH LEVI AND TENOR, ABRAHAM HABAKK.  UK SOURCES SAY THEY ARE VERY POPULAR THERE.   YET ANOTHER FRIEND JUDGES THE JOB OF SOLVING THIS PUZZLE SO INVOLVING, SHE BREWS A CUP OF TEA TO HELP HER NERVES.  THERE WILL BE SOME NAMES THAT ARE REALLY EASY TO SPOT. AS A MATTER OF FACT SOME PEOPLE WILL SOON FIND THEMSELVES IN A JAM, ESPECIALLY SINCE THERE MAY BE PUNCTUATION IN THE BOOK NAMES.  TRUTHFULLY, FROM ANSWERS WE GET, WE ARE FORCED TO ADMIT IT USUALLY TAKES A MINISTER OR SCHOLAR TO SEE SOME OF THEM AT THE WORST. RESEARCH HAS SHOWN THAT SOMETHING IN OUR GENES IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DIFFICULTY WE HAVE IN SEEING THE BOOKS IN THIS PARAGRAPH.  DURING A RECENT FUND RAISING EVENT, WHICH FEATURED THIS PUZZLE, THE STUDENTS AT THE ALPHA DELTA PHI LEMONADE BOOTH SET A NEW TIME RECORD.  THE LOCAL PAPER, THE CHRONICLE, SURVEYED OVER 200 READERS WHO SAID THE PUZZLE WAS ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT THEY HAD EVER SEEN.  AS DANIEL ROMANA HUMBLY PUTS IT, "THE BOOKS ARE ALL RIGHT HERE IN PLAIN VIEW HIDDEN FROM SIGHT. THOSE ABLE TO FIND ALL OF THEM WILL HEAR GREAT LAMENTATIONS FROM THOSE WHO HAVE TO BE SHOWN."  ONE REVELATION THAT MAY HELP IS THAT BOOKS LIKE TIMOTHY AND SAMUEL OCCUR WITHOUT THEIR NUMBERS.  ALSO, KEEP IN MIND THAT PUNCTUATION AND SPACES IN THE MIDDLE ARE NORMAL.  A CHIPPER ATTITUDE WILL HELP YOU COMPETE REALLY WELL AGAINST THOSE WHO CLAIM TO KNOW THE ANSWERS.  REMEMBER, THERE IS NO NEED FOR A MAD EXODUS, THERE REALLY ARE ALL 56 BOOK NAMES OF THE BIBLE LURKING SOMEWHERE IN THIS PASSAGE WAITING TO BE FOUND. GOD BLESS.
THE BKM PLEDGE
 As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine." 
Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY SINGLE DAY

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY

SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS

THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

 THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO US
Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(That's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES
 

Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)
    
AND
WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING! WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
 

God bless you all.

[image: image5.jpg]



PRAYER

By Ron Marr

Shared by Barbara Hooks

Dear Lord,
I give you today. 
It is yours to do with as you will.
Help me to live it moment by moment in dependence on you.
Help me to give you love, praise, worship, & honour all day through.
Help me not to grieve you.
When I stray from you and your purposes for me this day,
help me immediately to tell you I'm sorry, and return to walking in your love.
Lord, this is your day. 
Please help me not to ruin it by taking it away from you and your perfect plan of love.
Instead, help me to love others as you love me, and in your power do good
that will last through eternity.
Help me to praise you today for everything you send my way,
knowing that you plan only good for me. 
May I walk in your rest, your peace, and your joy today.
I pray in Jesus name.
AMEN!


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!  



If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother


By Yvette Burleigh





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created,


their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


 MULTIMEDIA


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifetalk.net/2ndcoming/ee.html" ��The Second Coming� *


 MESSAGES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.passionup.com/fun/fun4528.htm?e=louiseungro%40hotmail%2ecom&f=froggiemad%31%40cox%2enet&h=bb08c6204ace9eec&mp=1&confirm=1" ��I Was There� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.apolloheightsbaptistchurch.org/harbor/lights.html" ��Today I Can� *


STORY


� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/rgblueboy/ARedRoseforMama.html" ��A Red Rose For Mama� *


PRAYER


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mamarocks.com/morning_prayer.htm" ��Morning Prayer� *





   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 


 











Examine how well you live what you pray as you pray


   OUR FATHER PRAYER 


  I cannot say, OUR if I keep my faith only to myself and never share it with others.


  I cannot say, FATHER if I do not trust in His loving and complete concern for me, forgetting that He always answers prayers how and when He knows is best.


  I cannot say, WHO ART IN HEAVEN if I am so attached to the ways of this world that I neglect to seek God first in everything.


  I cannot say, HALLOWED BE THY NAME if I am unwilling to let His holiness penetrate my life and help me grow in my own holiness.


  I cannot say, THY KINGDOM COME if I am not using my life to bring His love into the world.


  I cannot say, THY WILL BE DONE if I live by my own ideas of morality or choose to follow the world's standards.


  I cannot say, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN if I am not devoting my life to serving Him here on earth.


  I cannot say, GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD if I am not willing to be generous with whatever God gives me.


  I cannot say, FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES if I do not want to put forth enough effort to change.


I cannot say, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US if I still hold a grudge, if I am still angry, or if I still insist that other people change.


  I cannot say, LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION if I deliberately or knowingly place myself in a position to be tempted.


  I cannot say, DELIVER US FROM EVIL if I am not actively fighting against evil through deeds of love and service for everyone in my life, especially those who cause problems. 


You and I must make a decision in the near future. Will we be willing to leave all of our luxuries behind to follow Jesus? Or, will we choose to keep our comforts and allow Jesus to walk on without us?


Amen and Amen.


�








Jesus said,


“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.


Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,


for I am gentle and humble in heart,


and you will find rest for your souls.


For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”


Matthew 11:28-30











Food For Thought


The Leather Jacket�By Rick Barto


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider


�Recently I attended a church service.  When I entered the sanctuary, I noticed jackets piled on top of the piano.  I was bothered that people had piled their jackets there.  Then I realized that this was the first of two Sundays we were to bring jackets and warm clothing, to give to a shelter, for people in need.  Jackets that we were giving to the shelter were on the piano.


I felt bad I did not bring something.  Then I heard God instructing me to place the jacket I was wearing on the piano. It was a black leather jacket I had bought the year before.  I did not want to give it up. I talked to a friend who was with me at the service.  He suggested that I wear the jacket home, pray about it and bring the jacket back next Sunday if I still felt strongly about it.


I felt God wanted me to leave the jacket right now.  I remembered the year before when I purchased the jacket.  I prayed about it and felt God indicating I could buy it and keep it "for awhile".  I had not understand then what "for awhile" meant.


Now I knew what he meant by "for awhile" and time was up. I took off the jacket, walked to the piano and put down my jacket.  When I walked out of the church with no jacket, into the cold winter air, I felt great joy that I had listened to God and given when he asked.


At home, I went to my closet to get another jacket. Then it hit me how well God knows the greedy side of my heart.  Had I remembered before I left for the service to bring a jacket to share, I would not have given the black leather jacket.  It made me think about how God works through us to use the gifts he has specifically selected for each of us.


The gifts we receive are never ours.  God gives to us so we can give to others.  We just hold on to the gift until He calls for it.  Then when we are instructed to give it away He alone gets all the glory.


"God has given gifts to each of you from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Manage them well so that God's generosity can flow through you."  (1 Peter 4:10 NLT)





The above article was from Christian Cyber Ministries – All Rights Reserved.


To subscribe yourself or refer a friend to the Christian Cyber Ministries daily letter visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccm4me.org" �http://www.ccm4me.org�





“Bert’s Quote”


A snippet from Bert Ham’s daily journal


"You are the greatest treasure that God gave to you to give to others."





Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD,�Is it true my father won't get in Heaven if he uses his bowling words in the house?�--Anita





I’M THANKFUL


FOR A LAWN THAT NEEDS MOWING,�WINDOWS THAT NEED CLEANING,�AND GUTTERS THAT NEED FIXING�BECAUSE IT MEANS I HAVE A HOME.





The Pickle Jar


Shared by Nancy Wall


The pickle jar as far back as I can remember sat on the floor beside the dresser in my parents' bedroom. When he got ready for bed, Dad would empty his pockets and toss his coins into the jar. As a small boy I was always fascinated at the sounds the coins made as they were dropped into the jar. They landed with a merry jingle when the jar was almost empty. Then the tones gradually muted to a dull thud as the jar was filled. I used to squat on the floor in front of the jar and admire the copper and silver circles that glinted like a pirate's treasure when the sun poured through the bedroom window. When the jar was filled, Dad would sit at the kitchen table and roll the coins before taking them to the bank. Taking the coins to the bank was always a big production. Stacked neatly in a small cardboard box, the coins were placed between Dad and me on the seat of his old truck. 


Each and every time, as we drove to the bank, Dad would look at me hopefully. "Those coins are going to keep you out of the textile mill, son. You're going to do better than me. This old mill town's not going to hold you back."  Also, each and every time, as he slid the box of rolled coins across the counter at the bank toward the cashier, he would grin proudly. "These are for my son's college fund. He'll never work at the mill like me." 


We would always celebrate each deposit by stopping for an ice cream cone. I always got chocolate. Dad always got vanilla. When the clerk at the ice cream parlor handed Dad his change, he would show me the few coins nestled in his palm. "When we get home, we'll start filling the jar again." around with a brief, happy jingle, we grinned at each other. "You'll get to there. I'll see to that." 


The years passed, and I finished college and took a job in another town. Once, while visiting my parents, I used the phone in their bedroom, and noticed that the pickle jar was gone. It had served its purpose and had been removed.  A lump rose in my throat as I stared at the spot beside the dresser where the jar had always stood. My dad was a man of few words, and never lectured me on the values of determination, perseverance, and faith. The pickle jar had taught me all these virtues far more eloquently than the most flowery of words could have done. When I married, I told my wife Susan about the significant part the lowly pickle jar had played in my life as a boy. In my mind, it defined, more than anything else, how much my dad had loved me.


No matter how rough things got at home, Dad continued to doggedly drop his coins into the jar. Even the summer when Dad got laid off from the mill, and Mama had to serve dried beans several times a week, not a single dime was taken from the jar. To the contrary, as Dad looked across the table at me, pouring catsup over my beans to make them more palatable, he became more determined than ever to make a way out for me. "When you finish college, Son," he told me, his eyes glistening, "You'll never have to eat beans again...unless you want to." 


The first Christmas after our daughter Jessica was born, we spent the holiday with my parents. After dinner, Mom and Dad sat next to each other on the sofa, taking turns cuddling their first grandchild. Jessica began to whimper softly, and Susan took her from Dad's arms. "She probably needs to be changed," she said, carrying the baby into my parents' bedroom to diaper her. When Susan came back into the living room, there was a strange mist in her eyes.


She handed Jessica back to Dad before taking my hand and leading me into the room. "Look," she said softly, her eyes directing me to a spot on the floor beside the dresser. To my amazement, there, as if it had never been removed, stood the old pickle jar, the bottom already covered with coins. I walked over to the pickle jar, dug down into my pocket, and pulled out a fistful of coins. With a gamut of emotions choking me, I dropped the coins into the jar. I looked up and saw that Dad, carrying Jessica, had slipped quietly into the room. Our eyes locked, and I knew he was feeling the same emotions I felt. Neither one of us could speak.








 I asked God... 


Shared by Nancy Wall


	I asked God why I wasn't rich. 


He showed me a man with the wealth of a thousand kings, who was lonely, and had no one to share it with. 


	I asked God why I wasn't beautiful. 


He showed me a woman more beautiful than any other, who was ugly because of her vanity. 


	I asked God why He'd allowed me to become old. 


He showed me a boy of 16, who lay dead at the scene of a car accident. 


	I asked God why I didn't have a bigger house. 


He showed me a family of six, who had just been evicted from their tiny shack, and were forced, to live on the street. 


	I asked God why I had to work. 


He showed me a man, who couldn't find a decent job, because he'd never learned to read. 


	I asked God why I wasn't more popular. 


He showed me a socialite with a thousand friends, who all left the moment the money and parties were no longer there. 


	I asked God why I wasn't smarter. 


He showed me a natural born genius, serving life in prison for making ill use of his knowledge. 


	I asked God why He put up with a thankless sinner like me. 


He showed me His Bible. 


He showed me His Son who took my place at the judgment. 


	I knew then how much He loved me. 





What's eating you today?


Are your problems weighing heavy on your heart?


Know, then, that you are loved.


Have a WONDERFUL day!


Then brighten someone else's day, in any way you care to.


Remember, a candle loses nothing by lighting another candle.


Just reach out and touch someone's life and brighten up his or her day.





I've Been Through The Storm, 


But Look At Me I'm Still Standing, I'm Still Here.........


























































































































 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt


SECOND EDITION NOW PRINTED


GET YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" �CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM�


     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 

















Perspective


Shared by Kim Combs-Baldwin


There are two ways to look at every situation in life: �   Is the cup               Or is the cup �half empty?                  half full? 


It is amazing how our perception can be changed by our attitude. �For example, think about God and then look at these letters. �N-O-W-H-E-R-E �You can assume that God is NO WHERE.


Or you can believe that �God is NOW HERE! 


Follow this advice and you can improve your life:


Always remember that you are loved, �even when it doesn't seem like it.


Believe in yourself and your values. �Don't sell out when things go wrong.


Don't let anything get you down; always bounce back up.


Set goals for your future and never settle for anything less.


Realize that there are others in the world �with much bigger problems than you.


Appreciate the good things in your life, �and be thankful for the time you have with your loved ones.


Spend more time with your family and friends.


Appreciate the simple things in life, �and don't get caught up in material things. 


If you follow that advice you can't go wrong!


So the next time you're looking at a situation in your life: 


      Is the cup               Or is the cup �half empty?                half full?  


Be an optimist and see the cup as being half full. �Before long, your attitude will rub off on others. �You can make the world a better place �by simply making yourself a happier person. 


If you see someone without a smile, give them one of yours. �Here's one to get you started.





Have a terrific day!














 


God Finds Out About Lawn Care


Shared by Nancy Wall


"Winterize your lawn," the big sign outside the garden store commanded. I've fed it, watered it, mowed it, raked it and watched a lot of it die anyway. Now I'm supposed to winterize it? I hope it's too late. Grass lawns have to be the stupidest thing we've come up with outside of thong swimsuits! We constantly battle dandelions, Queen Anne's lace, thistle, violets, chicory and clover that thrive naturally, so we can grow grass that must be nursed through an annual four-step chemical dependency.


Imagine the conversation The Creator might have with St. Francis about this:


"Frank you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going on down there? What happened to the dandelions, violets, thistle and stuff I started eons ago? I had a perfect, no maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand drought and multiply with abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracted butterflies, honeybees and flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colors by now. But all I see are these green rectangles."


"It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites. They started calling your flowers 'weeds' and went to great extent to kill them and replace them with grass."


"Grass? It’s good for feeding cattle and sheep but it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't attract butterflies, birds and bees, only grubs and sod worms. It's temperamental with temperatures. Do these suburbanites really want all that grass growing there?"


"Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. They begin each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn."


"The spring rains and cool weather probably make grass grow really fast. That must make the Suburbanites happy."


"Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut it - sometimes twice a week."


"They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?"


"Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags."


"They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?"


"No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away."


"Now let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow. And when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?"


"Yes, Sir."


"These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of work."


"You aren't going believe this Lord.  When the grass stops growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to water it so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it."


"What nonsense!  At least they kept some of the trees.  That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and protect the trees and bushes.  Plus, as they rot, the leaves form compost to enhance the soil.  It's a natural circle of life."


"You’d better sit down, Lord.  The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle.  As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and have them hauled away."


"No! What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter and keep the soil moist and loose?"


"After throwing away your leaves, they go out and buy something they call mulch.  They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves."


"And where do they get this mulch?"


"They cut down trees and grind them up."


"Enough!  I don't want to think about this anymore.  Saint Catherine, you're in charge of the arts.  What movie have you scheduled for us tonight?"


"Dumb and Dumber, Lord. It's a real stupid movie about..."


"Never mind!  I think I just heard the whole story!"
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