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GREAT NEWS!
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WILL CONTINUE

Following last months request for readers to re-confirm their subscriptions, a wonderful response was received.

I would personally like to thank each and every one of you who did as requested and for your support (see “Mailbox” in this issue).

Some readers were puzzled by the need to do what was done and so the following may help them to understand.

Due to the huge amounts of SPAM (unsolicited commercial email) being sent to Internet users, a number of very good “SPAM Filter” software programmes have been developed.  I personally use one called “Mailbox Filter” which, whilst it is not the most sophisticated available, is inexpensive and does the job.  As with mine, most of these filter programmes “learn” what their user wants to receive and, more importantly, what he or she doesn’t.  Thus, if, for example, a whole family uses the computer – including young children – it is highly undesirable that emails advertising things such as pornography, anarchy and certain medical “aids” should be readily available. Therefore, filter programmes can be instructed to reject emails containing certain “keywords” (such as various body parts and certain four-letter words) so that they are never actually seen by the addressee.

Perhaps more significantly with regard to “Making A Difference” is the fact that many email filter programmes also automatically reject mail sent as “Bcc” which stands for Blind carbon copy.  Bcc is used where, in addition to SPAM, wanted mail such as magazines and newsletters are sent to big mailing lists where sending individually would be almost impossible logistically.  The reason BKM sends bulk mail Bcc rather than simply putting all the addressees in the “To” window on our mail programme (Outlook Express) is that recipients are not able to see other people’s email addresses.  We believe this to be best in the interests of YOUR privacy.

The problem that has dramatically increased over recent months is that, unless the user of a mail-filter specifically “instructs” it to accept Bcc mail from certain addresses, it will automatically reject such mail and return it to the sender with a message like, “Your mail to xyz@server.com could not be delivered – rejected by SPAM Filter.”  There are only two solutions to this. One is for the sender (in this case, BKM) to individually re-send each magazine thus rejected with the recipient’s address in the “To” window and the other is for the addressees (YOU) to enter our name and address into the list provided by their mail filter programme where Bcc mail is acceptable from specified senders. If neither of these happens, the addressee is removed form the mailing list after 3 failures.

Since, with over 6000 people on our mailing lists (and ever increasing) and in excess of 1000 now being rejected by Spam filters, resending magazines individually is becoming an almost impossible task. As most readers will know, running Beloved King Ministries is not a full-time paid job for me and so I need to work at secular employment in order to provide for myself and the costs involved in running the ministry.  To individually send all the magazines would, firstly, take more time than I have and, secondly, use up considerably more server bandwidth that I could afford.  That is why I made the urgent request for readers to physically add both our addresses, drh@belovedking.org (our domain address) and drh@bigpond.net.au (our server address) to their Bcc acceptable lists and let us know that they had done so.  

The queries came mainly from readers who don’t (yet) have any mail-filtering programme on their computer and so their puzzlement is perfectly understandable.  Those folks’ magazines weren’t getting returned!  However, because I decided to completely restructure our mail lists, it is still necessary for EVERYONE who wants to continue to receive “Making A Difference” to let us know even if they have never missed a single copy.  So, if you haven’t yet done so, please click HERE and send the email right now.
Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to you if you are reading your very first "Making A Difference."  We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies.
My personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.

DISCLAIMER

Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.

A SPECIAL REQUEST TO ALL READERS
If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.  
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising the URL of Making A Difference.  All you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel when the magazine will open).  Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email.  Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.).  So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

WHY YOU NEED TO CONFIRM YOUR FREE SUBSCRIPTION
When the magazine is returned "undeliverable" due to expired accounts, closed email boxes or, as explained above, because it has been rejected by a SPAM filter, the address will be flagged as invalid.  However, this will be allowed to happen THREE TIMES in any 12-month period before the address is permanently deleted from BKM records.  Once removed, an address will not be recoverable and so the only way a reader can be reinstated will be if that reader personally writes requesting so.

Thank you all for your cooperation and support.   May God richly bless you.

David R Holt.
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"Life is not a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming,
-- WOW-- What a Ride!!!"
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Why Parables?

Whilst the answer to this question is contained in Scripture in Jesus’ own words, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you.  But to those on the outside everything is said in parables so that they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be healed.”  (Mark 4:11, 12 (NIV), that doesn’t really explain it to folk who WANT to understand but don’t does it?  It’s actually a quotation from Isaiah 6:9,10 which, in itself, shows that the God of the Old Testament was the pre-incarnate Jesus.

What our Saviour was saying was that there are people who don’t understand the truths of Christianity because they are not ready for them.  One friend uses the expression; “The Holy Spirit hasn’t yet quickened them to me” and this is a good way to describe it.  You see, God reveals truth AS TRUTH to people who will act upon it and demonstrate it in their everyday lives.  God’s truth is very precious and, ultimately, will make the difference between salvation and destruction so He isn’t going to waste it on deaf ears!

I say, “God reveals truth AS TRUTH” because, of course, ALL His truth is contained in His Word for anyone who takes the time to read it.  But simply reading it doesn’t mean a person will understand it or accept it.  One thing is for sure: NOTHING in Scripture is a lie, which automatically means it is TRUE.

Jesus frequently used allegory coupled with analogy to illustrate many of His truths to an unbelieving people.  He called them parables and a modern title is “Life’s object lessons.”  The healing He spoke about in Mark 4:12 was not physical but spiritual.  People become so dedicated to certain aspects of their secular lifestyles that, when a Scriptural truth (“the secret of the kingdom of God”) is shown to them, they don’t WANT to believe it because, to use the modern vernacular (itself a parable), they don’t like their tree being shaken.  

This, in itself, is, in effect, breaking the very first commandment isn’t it?  When someone says, for example, that the fourth commandment no longer applies or has been changed or whatever other feeble excuse they can think up not to obey it, they are actually saying that they only love the Lord their God on THEIR terms and, by demonstration, have other “gods” (such as their cherished Saturday sports, shopping, gardening, or whatever – not to mention keeping jobs that demand Saturday work!) before the heavenly Father and His Son.  If you tell them that, they will come up with every excuse imaginable to “justify” their stance but, even though they may be absolutely sincere and very successfully fooling themselves, they WON’T FOOL GOD!  

Most readers know that my favourite Scripture is Proverbs 3:5,6, which says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight” and so it follows that someone who doesn’t keep the true Sabbath because he or she is afraid of losing their job is NOT trusting the Lord with all their heart doesn’t it?

What Yahweh was telling Isaiah was that people would readily LISTEN to His parabolic messages but totally miss the points because their hearts have become so hardened that they are almost beyond repentance.  I believe emphatically that the key word here is “almost” because, as I wrote in my book, “God’s Deal With YOU” (page 38), “Some, by nature, are already softened to respond to their Creator’s gentle moulding whilst others need their hardened hearts to be melted and refined.  The dross of religious tradition has to be skimmed off before the precious metal can be fit for God’s kingdom where there will be nothing impure.  But, in any event, we must be malleable. When we experience the first death the grave is like the potter’s kiln or the die-caster’s matrix. The ‘shape’ we chose—the traditions we chose to follow—are permanently moulded into our record. We are no longer malleable.”

As long as a person is alive it isn’t too late to change but once a person dies the first death, that’s it!  No one knows when he or she will die and so saying that there is plenty of time to repent is VERY dangerous.  It’s like the man who said, “Oh! I’ll repent at the eleventh hour” and died at 10:30!  Oops!  If you live to see Jesus’ return there won’t be any time to repent then.  Daniel 7:9, 10 described his vision of that day: “As I looked, thrones were set in place and the Ancient of Days (God) took His seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of His head was white like wool...  Thousands upon thousands attended Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated and the books were opened.”  

The books were opened!  What books?  Well, Daniel’s vision compares very closely with John’s as described in Revelation 20:11-15 but John goes a little further. Let’s read what he saw:  “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from His presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”   
The way this is worded, it becomes obvious that, on Judgement Day, “The Book of Life” will already have been written.  The dead will be judged by what is ALREADY WRITTEN in “the books.”  This is why I say that anyone who is alive when Jesus returns won’t have time for last-minute repentance.  It also tells us that there are books other than the “Book of Life” which is simply a list of those people whose records in the “other books” show their sincere and diligent efforts to remain obedient to God.  So what are those “other books”?

Malachi 3:16 says, “A scroll of remembrance was written in His presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honoured His name. ‘They will be mine.’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘In the day when I make up my treasured possession I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him.  And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.’”  

So it must follow that, when the last day comes, certain decisions will have already been made.  Take careful notice that “the books were OPENED” not “the books were WRITTEN.”  These Scriptures make it very apparent that a person’s name gets added to or left out from the Book of Life when he or she dies the first death.

In his letters to the Thessalonians, Paul explained this further.  According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep (died). For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17).  And then the lawless ones will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of His mouth and destroy by the splendour of His coming (2 Thessalonians 2:8). 

If, then, the degrees of guilt of everyone will already be known when Jesus returns, it must follow that some sort of “investigative judgement” must have been carried out prior to His coming.  I use the words, “degrees of guilt” rather than “innocence or guilt” because, as I’m pretty sure all readers of this magazine know, “ALL have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory’ (Romans 3:23) so NO ONE is innocent.  Paul made that statement immediately after he had spelled out a whole lot of bad news about God’s condemnation of the sinful (remember that ‘sinful’ is just another word for ‘disobedient’ or ‘lawless’ [1 John 3:4]).  It is actually the link between what precedes it and what follows which is the amazing news that there is now a means by which even the most sinful (disobedient, lawless) person can be redeemed – by believing in and, by way of DEMONSTRATING that belief, OBEYING Jesus Christ.  Without the practical demonstration the belief is only lip service and, as such, meaningless.  Satan believes in Jesus Christ!  It is written,  “Any one who says, ‘I know Him,’ but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”  (1 John 2:4).  Harsh words? You bet!  But they are the words of Scripture – not mine!  Do YOU want to argue with them?

Long-time readers may remember an editorial I wrote in April 2002 about the dramatic difference between MAKING judgements and PASSING judgement.  I sincerely hope that you DO remember it because it is vital to your salvation.  What is referred to in the Bible as “The day of Judgement” (and other titles) refers to the day when Jesus will return to PASS judgement (issue His verdicts) on all of mankind, living and dead.  This is why I referred in the previous paragraph to some sort of “investigative judgement.”  As Christians, you don’t need to be told about God’s unending love and mercy and so it must be brilliantly obvious to you that Jesus isn’t going to arrive on that day and dish out eternal life to some and eternal death to others without having first conducted a thorough investigation into their records.  That is, therefore, what He has been doing – as described by Daniel – since returning to His Father almost 2000 years ago.
Some knowledge of the earthly sanctuary rituals is needed to fully understand how judgement and payment for transgression works and, if you aren’t familiar with that, I suggest you read it at your leisure in Exodus 25 through 31.  After describing the “ideal” high priest, the writer of Hebrews tells us, in 8:1-6, “The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the TRUE TABERNACLE set up by the Lord and not by man.  Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one to have something to offer.  If He were on earth, He would have been a priest, for there are already men who offer gifts as prescribed by the law.  They serve in a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: ‘See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown to you on the mountain.’  But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which He is mediator is superior to the old one and is founded on better promises.”  Take particular note that this was written about 1940 years ago and says that Jesus, the High Priest SERVES (present tense) in the heavenly sanctuary.  Do you see the point here? It ISN’T future tense.  It was happening then and it is still happening and, when it is finished, Jesus will return to PASS the judgements that He has been working on since returning to His Father.

Whilst you are alive, your page of the Book of Remembrance is incomplete.  It will only be closed on the day you die (the first death) and reopened on Judgement Day.  On that day, whatever is written there will be unchangeable (to use another modern parable – “set in concrete”).

Jesus told many stories of “life’s object lessons” to His followers.  Praise Him that they were written down for us.  The messages they contain are momentous and life saving.  Personally I LOVE His parables because they bring basic biblical truths into perspective.  If you are still struggling with understanding just read what were, basically, fictional stories used by the Master Teacher to illustrate heavenly truths in a way that could be directly related to everyday life. Sure, that was the everyday life of Jesus’ time but I’m sure that it doesn’t require a huge imagination to adapt them to today’s world.  May God bless you as you make the effort for Him.

Now read the story entitled “Life Inside The Womb” below.  It’s a beautiful parable!  Do you understand it?  DRH


Testimony and Prayer Request.

Dear David.

2 weeks ago I suffered 2 silent heart attacks and since then have been as weak as a kitten.  I spend a lot of one-on-one time with God and seek his will for me first above my needs or desires or what I think is best for me.

Now I know why he wanted me to back away from any health help and come home.  It was not God’s timing for me to be in hospital as he had made other plans for me that have humanly blown me away frankly.  I even went into my prayer closet (my mind) and asked him for a very specific confirmation so the devil couldn’t know.  That very day I received my confirmation from the Lord - verbatim to the T – that what he had asked me to undertake and do for him was indeed his wilful plan for me at this time in my life. 

I speak to God like the human I am and with wide-open mouth I said to him, "Lord, have you lost your bloomin' mind?  Do you know I have recently had 2 silent heart attacks and I am as weak as a kitten?  Lord, did ya fall off yer throne on yer head?”  I chuckled because its OK to say irreverent things with humor to God and mean them because he knows my heart and he gave me my humor and he knows I walk and talk with him with such a lover’s intimate ease.  We are so, so close and extremely intimate.

Some people, including a friend of mine of 9 plus years, need me and have no one just as I have no one but God.  These are people who are not saved.  I have prayed for God to make himself be known better and realistically to them for many years and now during a life a death issue of my own, the Father asked me to drive ASAP to Georgia, a thousand miles away, to be his heart and hands extended for this act of God thru me will change these people’s lives with God forever so God tells me.

I cannot say no to God ever.  I am very weak.  But God assures me he will give me his strength to carry this off.  Just as the Bible says when I am weakest then God within me is the strongest.

I spoke with my doctor and he has given me special meds to help me thru this trip.  I can’t fly because the airport is 100 miles from my friends and they cannot get there. 

My flesh does not want to do this because I am weak and tired all the time.  But my heart is like the Lion of Judah and a heart after God's own and nothing can keep me from doing his will.  If I die on this trip I will die doing his will in his name and not alone in my room or a hospital being a useless and wasted vessel of dishonor of God.

Please pray for me and pray that God uses me to reach these friends’ souls that they may give their life to the Lord so their names can be written in the lambs book of eternal life.

You see, God has other plans that even supersede my own personal needs.  I cannot put the salvation of souls on the back burner for my health’s sake.  I must trust in the Lord that he will give me his promised and everlasting strength and endurance to run the good race in good faith in his name and my eyes set on him as my face is set like a flint on him and off my circumstances.  I am still gasping and looking up at him in shock and I am still weak.  Don’t know how I am going to drive but I am because "I Am” has chosen me to do this.  

There is nothing I wouldn’t do for my Lord.  There is a lot to this I cannot share but I do know that I am these people’s last hope for someone to come thru and God will shine thru all of this and their eyes will be opened as will their heart to God as never before.  That, my friend, is what matters the most.  The salvation of these precious souls no matter what it costs me!!!

My spiritual life is made up of mountains, valleys, deserts, wilderness, fires and trials, choices between wide and narrow roads.  This is what my life is all about.  God reminds me that nothing is impossible with, thru and for him if it is his will.

This will be more than just a hard trip as I can barely walk to bathroom and back to bed.  This undertaking will truly be God and a true act of God's strength within me.

I am human and I have human fears and reservations and my flesh wants to say, “No way Lord!! I cant!!!”  However, my spirit and heart cannot deny my God and his request. My conscience would eat my mind, soul and heart alive.  My flesh dreads this.  My spiritual nature is titanically elated and on fire - ready for anything in the name of God!

Pray for me. I am going to need all the prayers I can get and if this kills me at least I will die doing God’s will. 

Always,

Christian

PS. Would you please send me last month’s issue like the old way in my email box so I can read it?  Thank you and God bless and keep you as the apple of his eye my brother.

Editor’s note:  By the time readers receive this, Christian will already be in Georgia but Jesus told us that God knows our requests before we make them and I have no doubt whatsoever that He knew yours so please remember our brother in your prayers (and, perhaps, also ask God to give you the same sort of courage and commitment that Christian has).

Re: The Continuation of Making A Difference.

Well, the response has been FANTASTIC!  Not only did many readers confirm their wishes to continue to receive Making A Difference, many added their comments and just a few are below.  Thank you all for your endorsement.

One thing I want to add though is, PLEASE never forget that Making A Difference is only possible because of the messages and stories that YOU, the readers, share. So a great big “Thank you” to everyone who has ever sent something for OUR magazine.

This is a wonderful mail and I will be happy to continue receiving it.
God Bless. 
E. Matueny
I want my subscription to continue.  It is a blessing and do not want it to end.
Darlene Campbell

Please continue sending Making a Difference to this address. Thank you for making a difference!
Regards,      
David Pitches
I too am very sorry that you have to do this, but I want you to know that I am confirming that I want to stay on your mailing lists. I look forward to seeing them in my mailbox and they brighten my day.  God bless you and your ministry.  Walk with God my friend.

Your Friend in Christ,     
Joyce Hollenbeck

PLEASE continue sending "Making a Difference". When not busy creating a new 'umbrella ministry to help out several independent Christian ministries, I intend to resume my monthly newsletters -- but with some significant changes. Regardless of all that, your monthly magazine is a real boost to my days. I say "days" because it does usually take me several days to read it; and I must confess I don't read everything; but I do look forward to receiving it monthly. Please keep sending it!!!!
Linda Smallwood

Don't be discouraged.  I tell you, this computer business is getting harder to control.  The Devil must be angry.  Praise the Lord He has the last say.  Christian love,    
Norma and Barry

I would be disappointed if I were removed from your mailing. Thank you David, for all that you do in sharing the love and truth of Jesus Christ.     
Cheryl Curtis www.GodToday.com 

Greetings from Iligan City, Philippines!!!
We regretted of not writing to you more often due to many reasons. However, our hearts were & keep on rejoicing with much good and very interesting messages you did honestly and are continually sending.
We did always read and reread them, only as we visit the Internet in the city.  Please, be patient because your ministry really is a great blessing to ministers like us who don't have yet any computer gadget. In spite of the finances problem we are trying our best to come to read your messages and with this we are very much inspired.  God will bless you more as you labor in this manner.  Your co-workers in the field of harvest,    
Ptr. Grim, Elsa & kids

In response to your message, I do wish to continue receiving the “Making a Difference” emails.  I try to keep all my email contacts up to date and have already added both of your email addresses to my “accept” list.

Thank you for your ministries and God bless!    
Mark Rash
Thank you for all you do in your ministry.  I definitely wish to remain on your list.

Bless you!     
Ps. Geoff Gregory

I would like to continue receiving MAKING A DIFFERENCE.  Your magazine is such an inspiration and blessing to my life.    
Karen Ramer

Please keep me on your mailing list.  I really enjoy reading your magazine.  I have cried and laughed over some of your stories!
Thankyou for all the work that you do!
Susan Jones
I am confirming that I still want my subscription.  I wait anxiously each month to read this publication.  Thank you for taking the time out to do this. 
Debbie

A friend of mine sent me your email and I was really enjoyed reading it.  What an excellent variety of topics.  I would appreciate your adding my name to your mailing list.  Bless you.
Pam Hampson

Please continue to send your excellent newsletter 'Making a Difference'' to me.  I really appreciate your efforts to spread the gospel of Jesus to an increasingly unbelieving world.  Keep up the good work. May God continue to bless your efforts.
Regards, 
Ps Peter Raymer



 




Dr Laura and the Torah

Shared by Rowena Ker

Dr. Laura Schlessinger is a US radio personality who dispenses advice to people who call in to her radio show. Recently, she said that, as an observant Orthodox Jew, homosexuality is an abomination according to Leviticus 18:22, and cannot be condoned under any circumstance.  The following is an open letter to Dr. Laura penned by a U.S. resident, which was posted on the Internet. It's funny, as well as informative.

 Dear Dr. Laura:

Thank you for doing so much to educate people regarding God's Law.   I have learned a great deal from your show, and try to share that knowledge with as many people as I can.  When someone tries to defend the homosexual lifestyle, for example, I simply remind them that Leviticus 18:22 clearly states it to be an abomination.  End of debate.  I do need some advice from you, however, regarding some of the other specific laws and how to follow them.

1. When I burn a bull on the altar as a sacrifice, I know it creates a pleasing odour for the Lord - Lev.1:9.  The problem is my neighbours.  They claim the odour is not pleasing to them. Should I smite them?

2. I would like to sell my daughter into slavery, as sanctioned in Exodus 21:7. In this day and age, what do you think would be a fair price for her?

3. I know that I am allowed no contact with a woman while she is in her period of menstrual uncleanliness   Lev.15:19-24. The problem is, how do I tell? I have tried asking, but most women take offence.

4. Lev. 25:44 states that I may indeed possess slaves, both male and female, provided they are purchased from neighbouring nations.  A friend of mine claims that this applies to Mexicans, but not Canadians.  Can you clarify?  Why can't I own Canadians?

5. I have a neighbour who insists on working on the Sabbath.  Exodus 35:2 clearly states he should be put to death.  Am I morally obligated to kill him myself?

6. A friend of mine feels that even though eating shellfish is an abomination - Lev. 11:10, it is a lesser abomination than homosexuality.  I don't agree.   Can you settle this?

7. Lev. 21:20 states that I may not approach the altar of God if have a defect in my sight. I have to admit that I wear reading glasses.  Does my vision have to be 20/20, or is there some wiggle room here?

8. Most of my male friends get their hair trimmed, including the hair around their temples, even though this is expressly forbidden by Lev. 19:27.   How should they die?

9. I know from Lev. 11:6-8 that touching the skin of a dead pig makes me unclean, but may I still play football if I wear gloves?

10. My uncle has a farm. He violates Lev. 19:19 by planting two different crops in the same field, as does his wife by wearing garments made of two different kinds of thread (cotton/polyester blend).  He also tends to curse and blaspheme a lot.  Is it really necessary that we go to all the trouble of getting the whole town together to stone them? - Lev.24:10-16.   Couldn't we just burn them to death at a private family affair like we do with people who sleep with their in-laws? (Lev. 20:14)?

I know you have studied these things extensively, so I am confident you can help.  Thank you again for reminding us that God's word is eternal and unchanging.

Your devoted fan, Jim


You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive.
HEAVENLY INSPIRATION
Author Unknown

Shared by Harvey and June Schneider
The temporary Sabbath School teacher was struggling to open the combination lock on the supply cabinet.  She had been told the combination, but unfortunately couldn't quite remember it.  Finally she went to the pastor's study and asked him for his help.

The pastor came into the room and began to turn the dial. After the first two numbers he paused and stared blankly for a moment. Then he looked serenely heavenward and his lips moved silently. Then looking back at the lock, he quickly turned to the final number, and opened the cabinet door.

The teacher was amazed. "I'm in awe at your faith, pastor," she said.

"It's really nothing," he answered. "The number is on a piece of tape on the ceiling."


Where IS God?

Shared by Christian H. Heart
A couple had two little boys, ages 8 and 10, who were excessively mischievous. They were always getting into trouble and their parents knew that, if any mischief occurred in their town, their sons were probably involved.

The boys' mother heard that a clergyman in town had been successful in disciplining children, so she asked if he would speak with her boys.

The clergyman agreed, but asked to see them individually.

So, the mother sent her 8-year-old first, in the morning, with the older boy to see the clergyman in the afternoon.

The clergyman, a huge man with a booming voice, sat the younger boy down and asked him sternly, "Where is God?"

The boy's mouth dropped open, but he made no response, sitting there with his mouth hanging open, wide-eyed. So, the clergyman repeated the question in an even sterner tone, "Where is God?"

Again, the boy made no attempt to answer. So, the clergyman raised his voice even more and shook his finger in the boy's face and bellowed, "WHERE IS GOD?"

The boy screamed and bolted from the room, ran directly home and dove into his closet, slamming the door behind him.

When his older brother found him in the closet, he asked, "What happened?"

The younger brother, gasping for breath, replied, "We are in BIG trouble this time, dude. God is missing - and they think WE did it!"


Leave it to the Kids!

Shared by Nancy Wall
I was testing the children in my Sabbath School class to see if they understood the concept of getting to heaven.

I asked them, "If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my money to the church, would that get me into Heaven?"

"NO!" the children answered.

"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept everything neat and tidy, would that get me into Heaven?"

Again, the answer was, "NO!"

By now I was starting to smile. Hey, this was fun! "Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave candy to all the children, and loved my husband, would that get me into Heaven?" I asked them again.

Again, they all answered, "NO!"

I was just bursting with pride for them. Well, I continued, "then how can I get into Heaven?"

A five-year-old boy shouted out, "YOU GOTTA BE DEAD."
AND,


F A M I L Y 
Shared by Carol Sanguinette-How

I ran into a stranger as he passed by, "Oh excuse me please" was my reply. 
He said, "Please excuse me too; I wasn't watching for you." 

We were very polite, this stranger and I. We went on our way and we said goodbye. 

But at home a different story is told, how we treat our loved ones, young and old. 

Later that day, cooking the evening meal, my son stood beside me very still. 
When I turned, I nearly knocked him down. "Move out of the way," I said with a frown.

He walked away, his little heart broken. I didn't realize how harshly I'd spoken. 
While I lay awake in bed, God's still, Small voice came to me and said,

"While dealing with a stranger, common courtesy you use,
but the family you love, you seem to abuse.

Go and look on the kitchen floor, you'll find some flowers there by the door. 
Those are the flowers he brought for you. He picked them himself: pink, yellow and blue. 

He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise, you never saw the tears that filled his little eyes." 
By this time, I felt very small, and now my tears began to fall. 

I quietly went and knelt by his bed; "Wake up, little one, wake up," I said. 
"Are these the flowers you picked for me?" He smiled, "I found 'em, out by the tree. 

I picked 'em because they're pretty like you. I knew you'd like 'em, especially the blue." 
I said, "Son, I'm very sorry for the way I acted today; I shouldn't have yelled at you that way." 

He said, "Oh, Mom, that's okay. I love you anyway." 
I said, "Son, I love you too, and I do like the flowers, especially the blue." 

If you can read this story without shedding a tear, you’re tougher than me! Ed.
THE WHIPPING
Shared by Delores Powers

There was a school with a class of students that no teacher had been able to handle. Two or three teachers had been run off from this school in one year by the unruly students. A young man, just out of college, heard about the class and applied to the school.

The principal asked the young man, "Do you know what you are asking for? No one else has been able to handle these students. You are just asking for a terrible beating. After a few moments of silent prayer, the young man looked at the principal and said, "Sir, with your consent I accept the challenge. Just give me a trial basis."

The next morning the young man stood before the class. He said to the class, "Young people, I came here today to conduct school. But I realize I can't do it by myself. I must have your help.

"One big boy, they called Big Tom, in the back of the room whispered to his buddies, "I won't need any help. I can lick that little bird all by myself."

The young teacher told the class that if they were to have school, there would have to be some rules to go by. But he also added that he would allow the students to make up the rules and that he would list them on the blackboard.

This was certainly different, the students thought! One young man suggested "NO STEALING." Another one shouted "BE ON TIME FOR CLASS."

Pretty soon they had 10 rules listed on the board. The teacher then asked the class what the punishment should be for breaking these rules. "Rules are no good unless they are enforced", he said. Someone in the class suggested that if the rules were broken, they should receive 10 licks with a rod across their back with their coat off. The teacher thought that this was pretty harsh, so he asked the class if they would stand by this punishment. The class agreed.

Everything went along pretty good for two or three days. Then Big Tom came in one day very upset. He declared that someone had stolen his lunch. After talking with the students, they came to the conclusion that little Timmy had stolen Big Tom's lunch. Someone had seen little Timmy with Big Tom's lunch!

The teacher called little Timmy up to the front of the room. Little Timmy admitted he had taken Big Tom's lunch. So the teacher asked him, "Do you know the punishment? Little Timmy nodded that he did. "You must remove your coat," the teacher instructed. The little fellow had come with a great big coat on.

Little Timmy said to the teacher, "I am guilty and I am willing to take my punishment, but please don't make me take off my coat. The teacher reminded little Timmy of the rules and punishments and again told him he must remove his coat and take his punishment like a man.

The little fellow started to unbutton that old coat. As he did so, the teacher saw he did not have a shirt on under the coat. And even worse, he saw a frail and bony frame hidden beneath that coat. The teacher asked little Timmy why he had come to school without a shirt on. Little Timmy replied, "My daddy's dead and my mother is very poor. I don't have but one shirt, and my mother is washing it today. I wore my big brother's coat so that I could keep warm."

That young teacher stood and looked at the frail back with the spine protruding against the skin, and his ribs sticking out. He wondered how he could lay a rod on that little back and without even a shirt on. Still, he knew he must enforce the punishment or the children would not obey the rules. So he drew back to strike little Timmy.

Just then Big Tom stood up and came down the aisle. He asked, "Is there anything that says that I can't take little Timmy's whipping for him?" The teacher thought about it and agreed. With that Big Tom ripped his coat off and stooped and stood over little Timmy at the desk. Hesitatingly the teacher began to lay the rod on that big back. For some strange reason after only five licks that old rod just broke in half.

The young teacher buried his face in his hands and began to sob. He heard a commotion and looked up to find not even one dry eye in the room. Little Timmy had turned and grabbed Big Tom around the neck apologizing to him for stealing his lunch. Little Timmy begged Big Tom to forgive him. He told Big Tom that he would love him till the day he died for taking his whipping for him.

Aren't you glad that Jesus took our whipping for us? That He shed His precious blood on Calvary so that you and I can have eternal life in Glory with Him? We are unworthy of the price He paid for us, but aren't you glad He loves us that much?

Child's Prayer
Shared by Ronnie Leviner
Dear God, are You still awake? Have You got a minute or two?

You're pretty good at understanding and I really need to talk to you.

You see Mommy came to tuck me in, like she does every night.

I was trying to play a trick on her, since she can't see without the light.
I was going to close my eyes and pretend to be asleep. 

But when I heard her crying, I didn't dare let out a peep.
She started talking to you, God. Did You hear the things she said?

Could You hear what she was saying as she stood beside my bed?
Why would Mommy be so sad? I wondered just what I had done,

And then I began to remember it all as she named them one by one...
This morning we worked in the garden, but, honest, I really didn't know

That if I picked all those little yellow blooms the tomatoes wouldn't grow!
Charlie and I were trying to be helpers, Cause I know that's what Mommy needs,

But I don't think she was too happy with us when we pulled up carrots instead of weeds.
Mommy said we should stop for the day, She decided we had helped quite enough.

I sure had worked up an appetite didn't know gardening was so tough!
We had peanut butter and jelly for lunch and I shared too much, I guess...
But I didn't realize until I was done that Charlie had made such a mess.
Mommy said she needed a nap; She had one of her headaches today.

She told me to keep an eye on my sister and find something quiet to play.
Well, God, do You remember all those curls You gave my little sister Jenny?
We played barbershop...very quietly... And now, well, she doesn't have any.
Boy, was Mommy mad at me...I had to go sit on my bed.

She said never to cut "peoples hair" again. I guess I'll practice on Charlie instead.
We sat and watched poor old Albert; I just knew he must be so bored

Going round and round in the same place all day, Wouldn't You think so, Lord?
I didn't think it would hurt to let him out for a while. I mean, mice need exercise, too.

By the way, have You seen Albert lately? He's been sort of missing since two.
Mommy sent us outside for the rest of the day. She said we needed fresh air.
But when Daddy came home she told him She was trying to get something out of her hair.
We thought Mommy needed cheering up, so we decided to brighten her day.

But, God, did You see the look on her face when we gave her that pretty bouquet?
We had gotten a little bit dirty, So Mommy said to get in the tub

"Use soap this time," she reminded, "And please don't forget to scrub."
Charlie didn't like the water too much, but I lathered up real good.

I knew Mommy would be so proud of me for cleaning up like I should.
I went downstairs to the table, but during dinner it started to rain... 

I'd forgotten to turn off the water, it seems, and I hadn't unplugged the drain!
I decided right then it was just about time To start getting ready for bed,
When Mommy said, "It's sure been a long day," And her face began turning all red.
I lay there listening to Mommy as she told You about our day.

I thought about all of the things I had done and I wondered what I should say.
I was just about to tell her that I'd been awake all along,

And ask her to please forgive me for all of those things I'd done wrong.
When suddenly, I heard her whisper, "God, forgive me for today... 

For not being more understanding when those problems came my way...
For not handling situations in the way You wanted me to...

For getting angry and losing my temper, Things I know You don't want me to do.
And, God, please give me more patience, Help me make it through another day,
I'll do better tomorrow I promise... In Jesus' name I pray."
Wiping her eyes, she kissed me and knelt here beside my bed.

She stroked my hair for a little while..."I love you, precious," Mommy said.
She left the room without ever knowing that I'd been awake all the time.

And God, could we make it our little secret? You know, just Yours and mine?
I'm sorry I was so much trouble today; I really didn't mean to be... 

Daddy says, "It's tough being a kid sometimes, But I think it's harder on Mommy than me.
Well, goodnight, God. Thanks for listening. It's sure nice to know You're there.

I feel so much better when I talk to You 'Cause You always hear my prayer.
And I'll do better tomorrow, I promise... Just You wait and see! I'll try not to be much trouble again, But, God, Please give more patience to Mommy. Just in case! Amen.


CHOOSING A PUPPY

Shared by Nancy Wall
Danielle keeps repeating it over and over again. We've been back to this animal shelter at least five times.  “It has been weeks now since we started all of this," the mother told the volunteer. 

"What is it she keeps asking for?" the volunteer asked. 

"Puppy size!" replied the mother. 

"Well, we have plenty of puppies, if that's what she's looking for."  

"I know... we have seen most of them," the mom said in frustration... 

 Just then Danielle came walking into the office. "Well, did you find one?" asked her mom.  

"No, not this time." Danielle said with sadness in her voice.  "Can we come back on the weekend?" 

The two women looked at each other, shook their heads and laughed. "You never know when we will get more dogs. Unfortunately, there's always a supply," the volunteer said. 

Danielle took her mother by the hand and headed to the door. "Don't worry, I'll find one this weekend," she said.

Over the next few days both mom and dad had long conversations with her. They both felt she was being too particular.  "It's this weekend or we're not looking any more," Dad finally said in frustration. 

"We don't want to hear anything more about puppy size either," Mom added. 

Sure enough, they were the first ones in the shelter on Saturday morning. By now Danielle knew her way around, so she ran right for the section that housed the smaller dogs.  Tired of the routine, mom sat in the small waiting room at the end of the first row of cages. There was an observation window so you could see the animals during times when visitors weren't permitted. Danielle walked slowly from cage to cage, kneeling periodically to take a closer look.  One by one the dogs were brought out and she held each one.  One by one she said, "Sorry, you're not the one." It was the last cage on this last day in search of the perfect pup. The volunteer opened the cage door and the child carefully picked up the dog and held it closely.  This time she took a little longer.

 "Mom, that's it!  I found the right puppy!  He's the one!  I know it!" she screamed with joy.  "It's the puppy size!" 

"But it's the same size as all the other puppies you held over the last few weeks," Mom said. 

"No not size ---- the sighs.  When I held him in my arms, he sighed," she said. "Don't you remember?  When I asked you one day what love is, you told me love depends on the sighs of your heart.  The more you love, the bigger the sigh!" 

The two women looked at each other for a moment. Mom didn't know whether to laugh or cry.  As she stooped down to hug the child, she did a little of both. 

"Mom, every time you hold me, I sigh.  When you and Daddy come home from work and hug each other, you both sigh.  I knew I would find the right puppy if it sighed when I held it in my arms," she said. Then holding the puppy up close to her face she said, "Mom, he loves me.  I heard the sighs of his heart!"

Close your eyes for a moment and think about the love that makes you sigh. I not only find it in the arms of my loved ones, but in the caress of a sunset, the kiss of the moonlight and the gentle brush of cool air on a hot day. They are the sighs of God.  Take the time to stop and listen; you will be surprised at what you hear.  "Life is not measured by the breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away."

FIND THE BOOKS
Here's something to keep you occupied for a few minutes. All the books of the Bible are hidden in the following passage. Can you find them?  There are actually 56 names here (the numbered books only appear once).  Why not time yourself and send me your time for finding all 56 names and I will publish the best times next month. (Mums and Dads are allowed to have a go too! You never know, you may beat them!)

Here’s a hint to make it easier.  Copy and paste the puzzle into a new Word file and then colour in the names as you find them. To show you what I mean I have done the first one for you.
 

THIS IS A MOST REMARKABLE PUZZLE.  THE ORIGINATOR COMPILED WHILST ON A FLIGHT FROM LOS ANGELES TO HONOLULU, KEEPING HIM OCCUPIED FOR HOURS.  A FRIEND OF HIS FROM ILLINOIS WORKED ON IT WHILE FISHING FOR JOHN DORY FROM HIS BOAT.  ANOTHER FRIEND STUDIED IT WHILE PLAYING HIS BANJO. ELAINE TAYLOR, A COLUMNIST FRIEND, WAS SO INTRIGUED BY IT SHE MENTIONED IT IN HER WEEKLY NEWSPAPER COLUMN.  EVEN THE OLD SEAFARING HAG, GAIL FROM JUDEA WHO HEAPS ALMS ON THE NEEDY WITH HER COMIC "AHOY, ME HEARTIES" CRY TO JO NAHDINI AND THE OTHER SAILORS TRIED IT WHILST WRITING SOME PROVERBS. A MAN NAMED JEREMIAH PHILIPP IAN SMITH (IAN TO HIS FRIENDS) EVEN DID IT WHILST SINGING A SONG. OF SONGS IT WASN'T VERY MUSICAL BUT HE SANG IT ANYWAY TO HIS FRIEND JOSHUA FROM CORINTH.  IAN'S ORIGINAL IDEA WAS TO PASS THE PUZZLE ON TO JABEZ RANKIN IN TURKEY WHERE THE COLOSSIANS, EPHESIANS, GALATIANS LIVE.   BUT THE GERMAN, HELMUT DEUTER, ON "O MY," THE POPULAR TV QUIZ SHOW, EVEN TOLD IT TO LEVI TICUSSMANN IN THE HOPES THAT HE WOULD BE ABLE TO SOLVE IT WHILST GETTING HIS HAIR CUT AT DIANTHE'S SALON.  IAN'S OTHER IDEA WAS TO TAKE IT TO THE VIDEO EZE KIEL BRANCH TO WORK ON WHILST HIS WIFE POLISHED THEIR ONE HEMI.  AHEAD, THERE IS A I-HANDED MAN DOING IT IN ECCLES.  I, AS TESS BROWN SAID, AGREE THAT THIS PUZZLE IS HARD.  AN ISRAELI BARBERSHOP QUARTET HAVE EVEN TRIED IT WHILST PERFORMING IN BRITAIN. THE GROUP IS COMPRISED OF BASS, OBADIAH COHEN, TENOR, ZEC HARIAH, BARITONE, ZEPHANIAH LEVI AND TENOR, ABRAHAM HABAKK.  UK SOURCES SAY THEY ARE VERY POPULAR THERE.   YET ANOTHER FRIEND JUDGES THE JOB OF SOLVING THIS PUZZLE SO INVOLVING, SHE BREWS A CUP OF TEA TO HELP HER NERVES.  THERE WILL BE SOME NAMES THAT ARE REALLY EASY TO SPOT. AS A MATTER OF FACT SOME PEOPLE WILL SOON FIND THEMSELVES IN A JAM, ESPECIALLY SINCE THERE MAY BE PUNCTUATION IN THE BOOK NAMES.  TRUTHFULLY, FROM ANSWERS WE GET, WE ARE FORCED TO ADMIT IT USUALLY TAKES A MINISTER OR SCHOLAR TO SEE SOME OF THEM AT THE WORST. RESEARCH HAS SHOWN THAT SOMETHING IN OUR GENES IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DIFFICULTY WE HAVE IN SEEING THE BOOKS IN THIS PARAGRAPH.  DURING A RECENT FUND RAISING EVENT, WHICH FEATURED THIS PUZZLE, THE STUDENTS AT THE ALPHA DELTA PHI LEMONADE BOOTH SET A NEW TIME RECORD.  THE LOCAL PAPER, THE CHRONICLE, SURVEYED OVER 200 READERS WHO SAID THE PUZZLE WAS ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT THEY HAD EVER SEEN.  AS DANIEL ROMANA HUMBLY PUTS IT, "THE BOOKS ARE ALL RIGHT HERE IN PLAIN VIEW HIDDEN FROM SIGHT. THOSE ABLE TO FIND ALL OF THEM WILL HEAR GREAT LAMENTATIONS FROM THOSE WHO HAVE TO BE SHOWN."  ONE REVELATION THAT MAY HELP IS THAT BOOKS LIKE TIMOTHY AND SAMUEL OCCUR WITHOUT THEIR NUMBERS.  ALSO, KEEP IN MIND THAT PUNCTUATION AND SPACES IN THE MIDDLE ARE NORMAL.  A CHIPPER ATTITUDE WILL HELP YOU COMPETE REALLY WELL AGAINST THOSE WHO CLAIM TO KNOW THE ANSWERS.  REMEMBER, THERE IS NO NEED FOR A MAD EXODUS, THERE REALLY ARE ALL 56 BOOK NAMES OF THE BIBLE LURKING SOMEWHERE IN THIS PASSAGE WAITING TO BE FOUND. GOD BLESS.
THE BKM PLEDGE
 As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine." 
Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY SINGLE DAY

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY

SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS

THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

 THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO US
Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(That's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES
 

Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)
    
AND
WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING! WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
 

God bless you all.

[image: image5.jpg]



PRAYER

Shared by courtesy of Prayer of the Day

Oh gracious LORD, God of my Fathers, whose majesty cries out from the valleys of the earth, to the far reaches of the mighty heavens, how can I - a mere mortal of flesh and blood - even presume to stand in Your presence and speak to You?  My past sins and transgressions condemn me.  Yet You, in Your bottomless well of forgiveness, turn Your ear to me.

How can one who has an end speak to the Endless?  How can one stained with imperfections, stand before the Unspotted?  How can one whose eyes once stumbled through the darkness, now behold Your magnificent Light?  How can one who embraced the lies of Satan, now reach out for Your divine Truth?  How can the corruptible ever seek the Incorruptible?  How can the created call upon the Creator?  Yet, all these things are possible because You have declared it - that all who return to You with love in their hearts and repentance in their souls, shall drink freely of Your eternal waters.



OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!  



If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazingfacts.org/" �Amazing Facts�


Reaching the world with God's end-time message


By Doug Batchelor


 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.adventmessage.com" �The Advent Message�


The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH


By Brent Whinfield





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccchristiancorner.com/" ��CC’s Christian Corner�


Christian love from the heart of a wife and mother


By Yvette Burleigh





DEVOTIONALS





If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,


I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites


where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/index.htm" �God Today - Daily Word�


(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifechanginglove.com/" �Life Changing Love�


A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shareaprayer.net/" ��Share A Prayer�


A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created,


their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


 


POEM


� HYPERLINK "http://deaconninure.0catch.com/pages/R-U/third_man.html" ��The Third Man� *


 


MESSAGES


� HYPERLINK "http://members.tripod.com/~angel_pie/easter.html" ��Legend Of The Dogwood� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.inspiringthots.net/movie/sc-spring.htm" ��Spring’s Hopes� *





SONG


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ziplo.com/standingroom1.htm" ��Standing Room Only� *





   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 


 











GOD'S WISDOM�Written by Rose


Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht


How many times have I prayed these words "Thy will be done" only to find myself once again trying to control and run my life. Many times I think that I know what is best for me, and I will invariably push God out of my way and take control over the situation. How tempting it is to want full control over our lives. It has been my experience whenever I attempt to handle things "my way" this is when I cause myself a lot of unnecessary suffering. Every time that I insist on taking this path I have invited much confusion and discontent into my life. God gives us free will to live our lives as we wish. So we do have a choice in how we proceed along our path. Each day is a new opportunity to establish a better relationship with God and our selves. When I remember that, then my day seems to run much smoother knowing that I don't need to do it alone…what a relief! 


The best teacher in life of course is through our personal experiences. We learn from our past mistakes, and from other people who have been placed in our life to help us to grow and learn. I believe that God places certain people and experiences in our lives for a reason. Many of these experiences have pushed me further, and have caused me to grow in new directions, more then I would have ever dreamed possible. I am thankful for the hardships that I have encountered throughout my life. Looking back, I can see how it is through the hard times and trials of my life that I have grown the most. This is something that I am constantly remembering, because each day I am confronted with a new lesson and challenges. I don't believe that we will ever arrive, I am learning to trust life is a process, and know that everything that is happening is for my good. Letting go of the outcomes of relationships and the events that happen daily knowing that I don't have to control them brings me a greater peace. We never know where life will take us, and everything can be close to perfect one minute, and we can be destitute the next. Something that I have come to know and rely on is that God is the one constant that never changes in my life. People come and go…there have been many hurts, especially when they let us down, but God will never let us down, and He is always there for us. I need to constantly remind myself of this, and as a result I can proceed to live my life with a newfound confidence in my self and my fellow man.


I am grateful to God for blessing me with my life, and if I fully place my trust in Him, knowing that He knows all of my needs, and the lessons that I need to learn. He has placed each person, and experience in my life for a reason, and I need not know why…I just need to place my trust in Him, and as I do, He will lead me where I need to go next.


As I learn to let go, and to trust God, I began to see and feel amazing things happening in my life. Making that decision has brought a world of peace into my life. It has replaced the fear and discontent of living life my way with one of love and confidence. Instead of asking God for what I want, I will pray to be open to His will.


Love & Blessings,�








Jesus told them, 


“The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you.


But to those on the outside everything is said in parables so that they may be


ever seeing but never perceiving,


and ever hearing but never understanding;


otherwise they might turn and be healed.”


Mark 4:11, 12 (NIV)











Food For Thought


 


BLENDING IN -- STANDING OUT


Jesus Christ blended in with the crowd, yet Christians today seem to want to stand out.


Copyright 2003 / Leslie A Turvey


The question in Shakespeare's MacBeth, "Saw ye the weird sisters?" could well have been asked about Christians.


Many Christians -- not you, of course -- believe they have to stand out in any crowd. Indeed some, in their desire to stand out, are almost as weird as MacBeth’s three witches. But are Christians supposed to be weird?


Jesus denounced the Pharisees for competing with each other in the size of their phylacteries, and the width of the trim on their garments (Matthew 23:5). Their reason, of course, was to make them stand out: to say, "I'm holier than thou."


But are Christians today any better? They wear T-shirts with inscriptions such as "Choose Life," "John 3:16," "The fruits of the spirit are," with an arrow directing the reader to the back where the fruits are listed. There seems to be a competition to see who can wear the most outlandish T-shirt proclaiming, "Look at me. I'm a Christian. I'm holier than thou."


It's always been my belief that Christians should take their cue from Jesus Christ. Yet, nowhere in the bible do we read about Jesus wearing a T-shirt -- or whatever was the equivalent in His day -- proclaiming, "Prepare to meet thy God." Nor can I imagine He had a bumper sticker on His donkey saying, "Honk if you love Jesus."


Jesus Christ looked so much like other Jews of his day He could blend right in with the crowd (John 8:59). There certainly was nothing different about our Lord's attire.


Many young Christians at school, carrying their books from class to class, make sure their Bible is on top, in full view. "I'm holier than thou. I read my Bible."


But it's not just the young people who appear weird in their Christianity. A fad several years ago was to write a letter in English, then sign it "Shalom" at the end. It seemed to be a response to the hippie-era greeting of making a V with the index and second finger, and proclaiming, "Peace."


More recently the fad has taken on a life of its own, with people writing in English until they come to the word God. Whoops! Make that G-d. Some go further and write Yeshua, or Yehovah, or JHVH -- or is it YHVH? -- for Lord. It seems to be another holier-than-thou competition.


Why bounce back and forth between English and Hebrew. Either write and speak English, or write and speak Hebrew. If you do the second, people on the outside will likely think you're a Jew. But if you mix the languages the outsiders will think you're a kook. Not wanting to appear weird, they may be turned off from becoming a Christian, believing if they are converted they may have to be weird too.


Ministers often wear a special robe, or a backward collar, to preach in. Priests especially, of various Christian religions, even wear their robes and collars on the street. Is all this necessary, or do they wear�such garb for vanity's sake, to make them stand out like the Pharisees? Their clothing shouts loudly, "Look at me: I'm holier than thou. I'm a man of the cloth."


Like Jesus, Christians should blend in with the crowd. Yet, like Jesus we should stand out. He left us an example that we should follow in His perfect way of life (1 Peter 2:21). It's in our lives, not in our oddities, that we Christians must stand out. 





“Bert’s Quote”


A snippet from Bert Ham’s daily journal


"Take time for yourself to meditate and pray.


You will find it easier to cope each day."





Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD,�Are You really invisible or is it just a trick?�Lucy





I’M THANKFUL


FOR MY SHADOW�THAT WATCHES ME WORK�BECAUSE IT MEANS�I AM OUT IN THE SUNSHINE.





Ancient of Days Software�Shared by Ronnie Leviner


I am writing because of questions from people regarding installation of the latest version of the popular program Jesus 1.0 (also available as Yeshua 1.0). It seems that installation of Jesus 1.0 eventually leads to several conflicts with other programs you may be running and may even require certain upgrades and utility programs.


Jesus 1.0 usually installs easily enough. The program has been around for years and was written so well that it has never needed to be upgraded. It runs on the oldest of machines as well as on the fanciest of operating systems running at blazing speed. System requirements are minimal. Jesus 1.0 requires virtually no RAM initially and is self installing. The evaluation copy and full version are available free of charge despite reportedly enormous development costs.


Problems arise however as you use the program. Jesus 1.0 runs in the background and does a systematic evaluation of all programs, utilities, and games on your system. For example Jesus 1.0 does not run well at all with Religion 1.0 and higher or Hate 1.0. There are extreme conflicts with these and other programs that are unresolvable. Jesus 1.0 also evaluates network connections that may be dangerous. Jesus 1.0 uses pop-up windows to suggest better utilization of disc space by deleting old programs and routines as well as severing dangerous network connections. This is actually very helpful and responding 'Yes' will result in extremely efficient and productive use of your system.


When installing Jesus 1.0 you should be aware that when a pop-up window makes a suggestion to remove a program or routine, there is no choice on the pop-up to say: "Do not show this warning again." Some feel this is a flaw in the system because they cannot remove these persistent warnings. The warnings actually become more urgent such as: "Continued use of Program XYZ or Game ABC may result in a Fatal Error or Permanent Damage to Your System". (NOTE: Jesus 1.0 does not uninstall easily if at all. Software engineers debate ad nauseam whether this is even possible.)


Removing old programs at the suggestion of Jesus 1.0 can be difficult so we recommend a powerful utility program call Holy Spirit 1.0. HS 1.0 is capable of removing any old program that is in conflict with the smooth operation of Jesus 1.0 while also sweeping for viruses. HS 1.0 is actually a utility that comes with Jesus 1.0 but often needs to be installed or unzipped (though some report that it self-installs automatically). HS 1.0 can be a bit of a memory hog and is a little unpredictable. It can even make the system appear unstable for brief periods of time. HS 1.0 wipes out old programs, defragments your hard drive automatically and even increases hard disk space and available RAM. HS 1.0 makes Jesus 1.0 run at lightning speed on any operating system and debugs your communications software. HS 1.0 also has utilities that read and write in any language when necessary. It is really quite marvelous and runs as a memory resident program.


We have found that HS 1.0 runs best in conjunction with any of the popular HiSWord software programs available from Yahweh. HiSWord is an extensive online manual that also automatically repairs broken files, clusters and strings of data. HiSWord in various versions such as KJV, NAS, NIV etc. is in public domain and is quite commonly available at modest cost.


You also may have heard that there is a powerful utility command available in Jesus 1.0 called Repent.exe. Repent.exe does not install as a shortcut. The command causes an intensive reworking of your entire system somewhat like a soft reformat. All illegal and pirated programs are deleted, sleeping viruses are purged and all software is all updated. Repent.exe is an extreme command that causes an evaluation and virtual rewrite of your system item by item but the results are terrific. Some report a screen warning with Repent.exe that says: "This Will Take Considerable Time-- Do You Want to Continue?"  In fact, there are normally several warnings before the Repent.exe command is implemented such as: "Are You Sure You Want To Repent.exe?” "The Repent.exe Command Will Result In Total System Re-Write", "An Undetermined Number of Files Will Be Lost", and a strange one that says "The Axe is Already At the Root of the Trees-- John". Don't let this alarm you. Clicking 'Yes' at all prompts may result in what appears to be a system shutdown but others report quick results and a reboot. It can be a scary experience but we have never heard of the Repent.exe command resulting in a permanent crash. To the contrary, the command generally results in maximum system efficiency and function.


Bottom line, we view the Jesus 1.0 is an essential program which we highly recommend especially with use of HS 1.0 and HiSWord 1.0. Hope this is helpful.


Instructions on how to install Jesus 1.0 (Yeshua 1.0)


Log on with God. (PRAY)


CONFESS - "My system is corrupt and I need you. I confess my sin. Save me."


INSTALL - "Lord Jesus, I need You. I make you Lord of my life. Come into my life and be number one. Write Yourself onto the tablet of my heart and mind and never leave me. Re-write me and restore me."





Life Inside the Womb


Written by Wayne Rice


Shared by Dorothy Thornton


Once upon a time, twin boys were conceived in the womb. Seconds, minutes, hours passed as the two embryonic lives developed. The spark of life grew and each tiny brain began to take shape and form. With the development of their brains came feeling, and with feeling, perception - a perception of surroundings, of each other, and their own lives. They discovered that life was good and they laughed and rejoiced in their hearts.


One said to the other, "We are sure lucky to have been conceived and to have this wonderful world."


The other chimed in, "Yes, blessed be our mother who gave us life and each other."�Each of the twins continued to grow and soon their arms and fingers, legs and toes began to take shape. They stretched their bodies and churned and turned in their little world. They explored it and found the life cord, which gave them life from their mother's blood. They were grateful for this new discovery and sang, "How great is the love of our mother--that she shares all she has with us!"


Weeks passed into months and with the advent of each new month, they noticed a change in each other and in themselves.


"We are changing," one said. "What can it mean?"


"It means," said the other, "that we are drawing near to birth."


An unsettling chill crept over the two. They were afraid of birth, for they knew that it meant leaving their wonderful world behind.


Said the one, "Were it up to me, I would live here forever."


"But we must be born," said the other. "It has happened to all the others." Indeed, there was evidence inside the womb that the mother had carried life before theirs. "And I believe that there is life after birth, don't you?"


"How can there be life after birth?" cried the one. "Do we not shed our life cord and also the blood tissue when we are born? And have you ever talked to anyone that has been born? Has anyone ever re-entered the womb after birth to describe what birth is like? NO!" As he spoke, he fell into despair, and in his despair he moaned, "If the purpose of conception and our growth inside the womb is to end in birth, then truly our life is senseless." He clutched his precious life cord to his breast and said, "And if this is so, and life is absurd, then there really can be no mothers!"


"But there is a mother," protested the other. "Who else gave us nourishment? Who else created this world for us?"


"We get our nourishment from this cord--and our world has always been here?" said the one. "And if there is a mother--where is she? Have you ever seen her? Does she ever talk to you? No! We invented the mother when we were young because it satisfied a need in us. It made us feel secure and happy."


Thus, while the one raved and despaired, the other resigned himself to birth and placed his trust in the hands of his mother. Hours turned into days, and days into weeks. And soon it was time. They both knew their birth was at hand, and they both feared what they did not know. As the one was first to be conceived, so he was the first to be born, the other following.


They cried as they were born into the light. The coughed out fluid and gasped the dry air. And when they were sure they had been born, they opened their eyes--seeing life after birth for the very first time. What they saw was the beautiful eyes of their mother, as they were cradled lovingly in her arms. They were home.


"No eye has seen, no ear had heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him" (1 Corinthians 2:9).


























































































































 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt


SECOND EDITION NOW PRINTED


GET YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 420 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" �CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM�


     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 














Building a House�Author Unknown (Adapted)


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider��An elderly carpenter was ready to retire and told his�employer-contractor he was going to leave the carpentry�business and spend more time with his wife and family.  He�acknowledged that he would miss his regular paycheck, but he�had laid aside a little money and with his monthly Social�Security check hoped that he could get by.��The contractor that he had so faithfully worked for asked if he�would, as a special favour, build one more home.  The carpenter�after a little deliberation agreed to build one final home.��The carpenter’s heart was not into the construction and as a�result he resorted to shoddy workmanship and inferior�materials in building the house.  It was an unfortunate way to�finish what up to then had been a dedicated career.��When the house was completed the contractor came to do his�final inspection of the home.  Following their walk through�the contractor handed the carpenter the keys to the house�saying it was his gift to the carpenter for the many years of�dedicated service he had given.��The carpenter was shocked.  If he had known he had been�building the house for himself he would have done it with�care and would have used the best possible materials.  The�work had been completed and there was no going back to�correct the inferior house.��You and I are in a sense carpenters.  We are building our lives�a day at a time.  We must guard against putting less into this�task than what will result in the best possible outcome.  What�was done today will either strengthened or weakened the�house we will live in tomorrow.��Perhaps this is why our Saviour was a Carpenter. 


He set the example of how we should live and walk out our live.

















Memo From God


 Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht


1. QUIT WORRYING �Life has dealt you a blow and all you do is sit and worry. Have you forgotten that I am here to take all your burdens and carry them for you? ��2. PUT IT ON THE LIST �Something needs done or taken care of. Put it on the list. No, not YOUR list. Put it on MY to-do-list. Let ME be the one to take care of the problem for you. ��3. TRUST ME �Once you've given your burdens to me, quit trying to take them back. Trust in me. Have the faith that I will take care of all your needs, your problems and your trials. I want to help you. All you have to do is ask. ��4. LEAVE IT ALONE �Don't wake up one morning and say, "Well, I'm feeling much stronger now, I think I can handle it from here." Why do you think you are feeling stronger now? It's simple. You gave me your burdens and I'm taking care of them. Leave them with me and forget about them. Just let me do my job. ��5. TALK TO ME �I want you to forget a lot of things. Forget what was making you crazy. Forget the worry and the fretting because you know I'm in control. But there's one thing I pray you never forget. Please don't forget to talk to me - OFTEN! I love you. I want to hear your voice. ��6. HAVE FAITH �I see a lot of things from up here that you can't see from where you are. Have faith in me that I know what I'm doing. ��7. SHARE �You were taught to share when you were only two years old. When did you forget? That rule still applies. ��8. BE PATIENT �I managed to fix it so in just one lifetime you could have so many diverse experiences. You grow from a child to an adult, have children, change jobs many times, learn many trades, travel to so many places, met thousands of people, and experience so much. Trust in my timing, for my timing is perfect. ��9. BE KIND �Be kind to others, for I love them just as much as I love you. ��10. LOVE YOURSELF �As much as I love you, how can you not love yourself? You were created by me for one reason only -to be loved, and to love in return. I am a God of Love. Love me. Love your neighbours. But also love yourself. It makes my heart ache when I see you so angry with yourself when things go wrong. You are very precious to me. Don't ever forget that! �


With all my heart I love you, ��DAD 
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