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Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to those who are reading their very first "Making A Difference." We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies. 

My personal thanks to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.

Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.

A SPECIAL REQUEST TO ALL READERS
If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising to URL of Making A Difference. All you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel when the magazine will open). Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email. Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. 

If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email. (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.) So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.
When the magazine is returned "undeliverable" due to expired accounts or closed email boxes, the address will be flagged as invalid. However, this will be allowed to happen THREE TIMES in any 12-month period before the address is permanently deleted from BKM records. Once removed, an address will not be recoverable and so the only way a reader can be reinstated will be if that reader personally writes requesting so.
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There are three sorts of people in this world

Those who MAKE things happen

Those who WATCH things happen

and

Those who say, “What happened?”

Which are YOU?




A BLESSING
(Click the link)





Picture the scene: The year is 59AD – about 18 years after the crucifixion of Jesus. The decadent Emperor Nero is five years into his reign of terror and the apostle Paul has been dragged in chains before Porcius Festus, Roman Governor of Judea because, in much the same way that they had tried to get rid of Jesus, the Pharisees are trying to get rid of Paul because he is posing a serious threat to their supremacy in Jewish religious matters. The full story of what took place can be read in Acts 23:23-26:32 but, to summarise it here, the Pharisees brought many serious charges against Paul but were unable to substantiate any of them and Festus, not unlike Pontius Pilate before him, was reluctant to condemn what he saw as an innocent man just to appease them and so he asked Paul to account for himself.

Paul said that he was quite willing to die for any sins or offences that could be proved against him but also reminded Festus that he knew very well that the charges were spurious and, that being the case, as he was a Roman citizen, he reserved his right to be tried by Caesar. So Festus agreed to send Paul to Rome.

However, just after this, King Herod Agrippa II of Northern Palestine and his sister (who was also his mistress), Bernice happened to be making an official visit to Caesarea and so Festus took the opportunity to discuss Paul’s case with Agrippa. Eventually, Agrippa decides that he would like to hear Paul for himself. 

In the scene that this month’s lead quotation from Acts is taken, Paul, who was, remember, himself a high-ranking Pharisee, reminds Agrippa that he was once as zealous a persecutor of Christians as any other Pharisee and it was only after his personal encounter with the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus that his whole attitude changed.  He explains how, in obedience to a direct instruction from heaven, he preached about Jesus and what He had done, not only for the Jews, but also for all of humanity.

It was then that Paul made that profound statement that he preached so that they (his listeners) should repent and turn to God and PROVE their repentance BY THEIR DEEDS.

So what did Paul actually mean by those last six words? What “deeds” could those he preached to do to prove their repentance?

Well, to answer this, it is first necessary to make sure that we are absolutely clear on just WHAT the people were to repent OF.  In a single word, the answer to that is “SIN” and, as most “Making A Difference” readers already know, the only definition of “sin” in the entire Bible is “transgression of the Law” (1 John 3:4).   As Scripture also says, ALL have sinned (transgressed the Law) and fallen short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23) and so NO ONE is exempt from the need to repent. 

Now, it’s one thing to admit to breaking a law and repent (be sorry for) doing so.  But if a person goes and repeats the offence after saying he is sorry, why would anyone believe him?  The repentance just wouldn’t have any credibility would it? Simply SAYING “Sorry” isn’t enough! The repentance needs to be PROVED.  I’m sure that anyone with half an ounce of common sense is now saying something along the lines of, “Well, the proof of repentance is making a sincere and concerted effort not to repeat the offence. If the sinner (lawbreaker) doesn’t do at least that, his apology is nothing more than lip-service or hot air!”

Jesus said that His burden is light and His yoke easy and He couldn’t have spoken truer words.  I suggest that, whilst you have your computer turned on, you have a look on the Internet and see how many laws there are in YOUR country’s statute books.  Wherever you live, it will be into the hundreds of thousands at least. God has ONLY TEN!  How light a “burden” is THAT?

In last month’s editorial I reminded readers that atheists and Satanists won’t be saying, “Lord, Lord” to Jesus on Judgement Day. The only people who will address Him like that are those who have CLAIMED to be Christians.  The fateful answer that Jesus said MANY will hear is, surely, going to be addressed to those who failed to PROVE their repentance by their deeds.  Simply SAYING that you love Jesus isn’t going to do it friends!  There is no doubt that SAYING you love Jesus is faith but as His brother, James said, “Faith without deeds is DEAD!” (James 2:26).

A dear reader recently sent a little graphic to me that read, 

“Since when was keeping God’s Commandments optional?”

How wonderfully put!  How succinct! And remember, James also said that if someone keeps all the Law and only breaks one tiny little bit of it, he is guilty of breaking ALL of it! (James 2:10)

So the questions remain: 

Have you SINCERELY repented of your past transgressions of Divine Law? 

And, much more importantly, ARE YOU PROVING that repentance by your deeds now – that is, making a sincere and concerted effort to keep ALL of it now?

DRH 


Re: Food For Thought. January 2004

Further to the article about the Jacobs Family in January’s Making A Difference,” the following may interest (and warn) readers.

Nancy Wall
An ATM Card Under Your Skin

Company pushes chip implants as ID alternative

http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3607047/
Applied Digital Solutions is hoping their 12-by-2.1mm radio frequency identification tag catches on as an under-the-skin alternative to an ATM or credit card.

Nov. 25, 2003 - Radio frequency identification tags aren’t just for pallets of goods in supermarkets anymore. Applied Digital Solutions (ADS) of Palm Beach, Fla., is hoping that Americans can be persuaded to implant RFID chips under their skin to identify themselves when going to a cash machine or in place of using a credit card.
The surgical procedure, which is performed with local aesthetic, embeds a 12-by-2.1mm RFID tag in the flesh of a human arm. ADS Chief Executive Scott Silverman, in a speech at the ID World 2003 conference in Paris last Friday, said his company had developed a “VeriPay” RFID technology and was hoping to find partners in financial services firms.

Matthew Cossolotto, a spokesman for ADS who says he’s been “chipped,” argues that competing proposals to embed RFID tags in key fobs or cards were flawed. “If you lose the RFID key fob or if it’s stolen, someone else could use it and have access to your important accounts,” Cossolotto said. “VeriPay solves that problem. It’s subdermal and very difficult to lose. You don’t leave it sitting in the backseat of the taxi.”
RFID tags are miniscule microchips, which some manufacturers have managed to shrink to half the size of a grain of sand. They listen for a radio query and respond by transmitting a unique ID code, typically a 64-bit identifier yielding about 18 thousand trillion possible values. Most RFID tags have no batteries. They use the power from the initial radio signal to transmit their response.

When embedded in human bodies, RFID tags raise unique security concerns. First, because they broadcast their ID number, a thief could rig up his or her own device to intercept and then rebroadcast the signal to an ATM. Second, sufficiently dedicated thieves may try to slice the tags out of their victims.

“We do hear concerns about this from a privacy point of view,” Cossolotto said. “Obviously the company wants to do all it can to protect privacy. If you don’t want it anymore ... you can go to a doctor and have it removed. It’s not something I would recommend people do at home. I call it an opt-out feature.”

Chris Hoofnagle, a lawyer at the Electronic Privacy Information Center said implanted RFID tags cause an additional worry. “When your bank card is compromised, all you have to do is make a call to the issuer,” Hoofnagle said. “In this case, you have to make a call to a surgeon.

“It doesn’t make sense to go from a card, which is controlled by an individual, to a chip, which you cannot control.”

ADS shares have slid from a high of around $12 in 2000 to 40 cents, and the company is now fighting to stay listed on the Nasdaq. “Our common stock did not regain the minimum bid price requirement and on Oct. 28, 2003, the Nasdaq Stock Market informed us by letter that our securities would be delisted from the SmallCap,” ADS said in a Nov. 14 filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission. The company also warned that its implantable microchips are manufactured solely by Raytheon without a “formal written agreement,” and any price increases or supply disruptions would have serious negative consequences.

MasterCard has been testing an RFID technology called PayPass. It looks like any other credit card but is outfitted with an RFID tag that lets it be read by a receiver instead of scanned through a magnetic stripe. “We’re certainly looking at designs like key fobs,” MasterCard Vice President Art Kranzley told USA Today last week. “It could be in a pen or a pair of earrings. Ultimately, it could be embedded in anything—someday, maybe even under the skin.”

ADS is running a special promotion urging Americans to “get chipped.” The first 100,000 people to sign up will receive a $50 discount.




Re: January Editorial
Dear David,

I want to thank you for your magazine, which I always look forward to getting. I have a question though.

In your editorial (January 2004) you made the statement, “Study of Scripture and current world events leave little doubt that we are living in the Laodicean age as written in Revelation 3.” and I would greatly appreciate further explanation of this.

God bless you and your wonderful ministry.

Carolanne Ingram

Editor’s Response:

As anyone who has read the book of Revelation knows, the second and third chapters are devoted to seven letters that the angelic messenger instructed John to send to churches in what was then known as Asia Minor (now part of Turkey). In those letters, the churches are both commended for their strengths and warned about their flaws.  Whilst each letter was addressed to a church existing in about 90 AD, they are also applicable to the Christian Church throughout history from that time until the end.

Careful study of each letter and the conditions it describes point to specific situations that have existed at different times since Revelation was written.  Of course, to a dedicated historian, this is very easy to say with the benefit of hindsight.  But, as the above letter shows, not everyone is a historian – in fact, I would go so far as to say that very few are!

Space here doesn’t permit any sort of lengthy explanation but, as an “inspiration” to those readers who want to make a more detailed study of the topic, the periods of history that the churches of Revelation 2 and 3 represent and the prevalent features of the times are as follows.

  Church
Approximate period of matching situation
Main feature of time period

Ephesus
31(crucifixion) – 100 AD

Era of waning love

Smyrna
  100 – 325
Persecution, suffering, martyrdom

Pergamos
  325 – 538

State religion – Compromise

Thyatira
  538 – 1500


Dark Ages – Apostasy

Sardis
1500 – 1750 




Reform

Philadelphia
1750 – 1850

Revival – Gospel message

Laodicea
1850 – Jesus’ return


Modern Christendom

In answer to Carolanne’s question, if you read Revelation 3:15-18, doesn’t that sound familiar? The Christian churches today, whilst having a sort of “veneer” of either piety (as in the ‘mainstream’ left-overs from the apostate Thyatiran era) or vivacity (as in the recently emerged religions that have lots of exuberance but very little truth) are, indeed, as Jesus said, “lukewarm.”  Don’t confuse lots of noise and apparent happiness with godliness. I refer to those churches as ‘feel-good religion’ where the people certainly love Jesus with all their hearts but have practically no idea what pleases Him. They are much more interested in pleasing themselves and making huge amounts of money. 

Of particular noteworthiness is the fact that Jesus has nothing praiseworthy to say to Laodicea.  The really sad thing is that modern so-called Christians do not realise that they are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked (Jesus’ words, not mine!)!  However, the next 19 chapters of Revelation have the answers. In Jesus’ name, I pray that everyone who reads this will be in that remnant described in chapter 12, verse 17.




 



If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,
I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites
where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.

God Today - Daily Word
(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)

 Morning Spirit Lift
To be honest, I don't know how Deb does what she does every day!

Walking In Truth
A hard-hitting daily message by Connie M Giordano.

Eddy Ministries
Written in Hollywood in contemporary English they are insightful, entertaining and educational. 

Life Changing Love
A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.

Share A Prayer
A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.

Amazing Facts
Reaching the world with God's end-time message
By Doug Batchelor
 

The Advent Message
The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH
By Brent Whinfield



Miracles A-Plenty!
Shared by Nancy Wall


THE DAY OF EXAMINATION

(from MONDAY FODDER)

Shared by Dorothy Thornton (AKA “Mindy”)
And it came to pass that early on the morn of the last day of the term, there arose a multitude. And there was much weeping and wailing, gnashing of teeth and smiting of books, for the day of judgment was at hand, and they were sore afraid. For they had done those things which they ought not to have done, and had left undone those things which should have been done, and there was no help for many, they would be undone.

And there were those abiding in the dorms who had kept watch over their books at night, but it availeth naught.  And still others abiding in far off apartments sought solace from their spouses, but it availeth naught.  But some there were who with smiles arose: they had prepared themselves and made straight the path of knowledge.

And these wise ones were called "the curvebreakers." And so they came, ready and unready, done and undone, unto the appointed place, and their hearts were heavy with them. And they came to pass, but some passed out and many were they who repented of their riotous living, and bemoaned their fate: but they had not a prayer.  And as they were sitting in fear and trembling there came unto them a professor, who said, "Rightly you fear, for the Day of Examination is at hand. Behold, read and weep." And delivering up onto them the test, he went upon his way.

And many and varied were the questions asked by the professor. But more varied were the answers which were delivered up, for some of his teachings had fallen upon fertile minds, and others had fallen among the semi- fertile, while yet others had fallen flat. And some wrote much, though they knew little; and still other were wroth, for they knew nothing to write.  Of these, many offered up a little bull as sacrifice, some a great bull, but it availeth naught.

And then the appointed hour was finished, they gathered themselves and their belongings together and departed, every one in his own direction; and each vowed with solemnity unto himself, "I shall not pass this way again.”



In The Mind Of A Child

Shared by Ronnie Leviner
A little boy about 10 years old was standing before a shoe store on the roadway, barefooted, peering through the window, and shivering with cold. A lady approached the boy and said, "My little fellow, why are you looking so earnestly in that window?"

"I was asking God to give me a pair of shoes," was the boy's reply.

The lady took him by the hand and went into the store and asked the clerk to get half a dozen pairs of socks for the boy. She then asked if he could give her a basin of water and a towel. He quickly brought them to her. She took the little fellow to the back part of the store and, removing her gloves, knelt down, washed his little feet, and dried them with a towel.

By this time the clerk had returned with the socks. Placing a pair upon the boy's feet, she purchased him a pair of shoes. She tied up the remaining pairs of socks and gave them to him.

She patted him on the head and said, "No doubt, my little fellow, you feel more comfortable now."

As she turned to go, the astonished lad caught her by the hand, and looking up in her face, with tears in his eyes, answered the question with these words, "Are you God's Wife?"
IMPORTANT NOTICE

The Maker of all human beings is recalling all units manufactured, regardless of make or year, due to the serious defect in the primary and central component of the heart. This is due to a malfunction in the original prototype units code named Adam and Eve, resulting in the reproduction of the same defect in all subsequent units. 
  
This defect has been technically termed,

"Sub-sequential Internal Non-morality,"
or more commonly known as "SIN" 
 
Some Symptoms:

[a] Loss of direction 
[c] Depression or confusion in the mental component 
[e] Selfish, violent behaviour 
[g] Fearfulness 
[b] Lack of peace and joy 
[d] Foul vocal emissions 

[f] Amnesia of origin
[h] Rebellion 


To correct this SIN defect, the Manufacturer, Who is neither liable nor at fault for this defect, is providing factory authorized repair and service free of charge. The Repair Technician, Jesus, has most generously offered to bear the entire burden of the staggering cost of these repairs. 
  
There is no additional fee required. The number to call for repair in all areas is: 
P-R-A-Y-E-R 
Once connected, please upload your burden of SIN through the REPENTANCE procedure.

Next, download ATONEMENT from the Repair Technician, Jesus, into the heart component. 
No matter how big or small the SIN defect is, Jesus will replace it with:

[a] Love

[d] Kindness

[g] Gentleness

[b] Joy

[e] Goodness

[h] Patience

[c] Peace

[f] Faithfulness

[I] Self-control

  
Please see the operating manual, HOLY BIBLE, for further details on the use of these fixes. As an added upgrade, the Manufacturer has made available to all repaired units direct monitoring and assistance from the resident Maintenance Technician, the Holy SPIRIT. Repaired units need only make Him welcome and He will take up residence on the premises. 
  
WARNING: Continuing to operate the human being unit without making these corrections voids the Manufacturer's warranty, exposing the unit to many dangers and problems --- and will result in the human unit being permanently impounded. 

For free emergency service, call on JESUS. 
  Thank you for your attention.

If possible, please notify others of this important recall notice.
Shared by Barbara Hooks



HOW IT ALL BEGAN *
Shared by Nancy Wall

AND,


The Son

Shared by Ronnie Leviner
A nurse took the tired, anxious serviceman to the bedside. "Your son is here," she said to the old man. She had to repeat the words several times before the patient's eyes opened.

Heavily sedated because of the pain of his heart attack, he dimly saw the young man in the Marine Corps uniform standing outside the oxygen tent. He reached out his hand. The marine wrapped his toughened fingers around the old man's limp ones, squeezing a message of love and encouragement.

The nurse brought a chair so that the marine could sit alongside the bed. Nights are long in hospitals-but all through the night the young marine sat there in the poorly lighted ward, holding the old man's hand and offering him words of love and strength.

Occasionally, the nurse suggested that the marine move away and rest a while He refused. Whenever the nurse came into the ward, the marine was oblivious of her and of the night noises of the hospital-- the clanking of the oxygen tank, the laughter of the night staff members exchanging greetings, the cries and moans of the other patients.

Now and then she heard him say a few gentle words. The dying man said nothing, only held tightly to his son's hand all through the night.

Along towards dawn, the old man died. The marine released the lifeless hand he had been holding and went to tell the nurse. While she did what she had to do, he waited.

Finally, she returned. She started to offer words of sympathy, but the marine interrupted her. "That's not necessary... Who was that man?" he asked. The nurse was startled, "He was your father,” she answered.

"No, he wasn't," the marine replied. "I never saw him before in my life."

"Then why didn't you say something when I took you to him?"

"I knew right away that there had been a mistake, but I also knew he needed his son, and his son just wasn't here. When I realized that he was too sick to tell whether or not I was his son, and I knew how much he needed me. So I stayed."


An Old Lady's Poem

Shared by Joe Beauchez
When an old lady died in the geriatric ward of a small hospital near Dundee, Scotland, it was felt that she had nothing left of any value.

Later, when the nurses were going through her meagre possessions, they found this poem. Its quality and content so impressed the staff that copies were made and distributed to every nurse in the hospital. One nurse took her copy to Ireland.

The old lady's sole bequest to posterity has since appeared in the Christmas edition of the News Magazine of the Northern Ireland Association for Mental Health. A slide presentation has also been made based on her simple, but eloquent, poem.

And this little old Scottish lady, with nothing left to give to the world, is now the author of this "anonymous" poem winging across the Internet. Goes to show that we all leave…

"Some Footprints In Time”

What do you see, nurses, what do you see?
What are you thinking when you're looking at me?
A crabby old woman, not very wise,
uncertain of habit, with faraway eyes?
Who dribbles her food and makes no reply
when you say in a loud voice, "I do wish you'd try!"
Who seems not to notice the things that you do,
and forever is losing a stocking or shoe...
Who, resisting or not, lets you do as you will,
with bathing and feeding, the long day to fill...
Is that what you're thinking? Is that what you see?
Then open your eyes, nurse...you're not looking at me.
I'll tell you who I am as I sit here so still,
as I do at your bidding, as I eat at your will.
I'm a small child of ten ...with a father and mother,
Brothers and sisters, who love one another.
A young girl of sixteen, with wings on her feet,
dreaming that soon now a lover she'll meet.
A bride soon at twenty -- my heart gives a leap,
remembering the vows that I promised to keep.
At twenty-five now, I have young of my own,
who need me to guide and a secure happy home.
A woman of thirty, my young now grown fast,
Bound to each other with ties that should last.
At forty, my young sons have grown and are gone,
but my man's beside me to see I don't mourn.
At fifty once more, babies play round my knee,
again we know children, my loved one and me.
Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead;
I look at the future, I shudder with dread.
For my young are all rearing young of their own,
and I think of the years and the love that I've known.
I'm now an old woman and nature is cruel;
'Tis jest to make old age look like a fool.
The body, it crumbles, grace and vigour depart,
there is now a stone where I once had a heart.
But inside this old carcass a young girl still dwells,
and now and again my battered heart swells.
I remember the joys, I remember the pain,
and I'm loving and living life over again.
I think of the years all too few, gone too fast,
and accept the stark fact that nothing can last.
So open your eyes, nurses, open and see,
not a crabby old woman - look closer - see ME!!

Remember this poem when you next meet an old person who you might brush aside without looking at the young soul within. We will all one day be there, too!

Allah or Jesus?
By Rick Mathes
Last month I attended my annual training session that's required for maintaining my state prison security clearance. During the training session there was a presentation by three speakers representing the Roman Catholic, Protestant and Muslim faiths who explained their belief systems. I was particularly interested in what the Islamic Imam had to say.

The Imam gave a great presentation of the basics of Islam, complete with a video. After the presentations, time was provided for questions and answers. 

When it was my turn, I directed my question to the Imam and asked, "Please, correct me if I'm wrong, but I understand that most Imams and clerics of Islam have declared a holy jihad [Holy war] against the infidels of the world. And, that by killing an infidel, which is a command to all Muslims, they are assured of a place in heaven. If that's the case, can you give me the definition of an infidel?"

There was no disagreement with my statements and without hesitation he replied, "Non-believers!"

I responded, "So, let me make sure I have this straight. All followers of Allah have been commanded to kill everyone who is not of your faith so they can go to Heaven. Is that correct?"

The expression on his face changed from one of authority and command to that of a little boy who had just gotten caught with his hand in the cookie jar.  He sheepishly replied, "Yes."

I then stated, "Well, sir, I have a real problem trying to imagine Pope John Paul commanding all Catholics to kill those of your faith or Pat Robertson or Dr. Stanley ordering Protestants to do the same in order to go to Heaven!"

The Imam was speechless.

I continued, "I also have problem with being your friend when you and your brother clerics are telling your followers to kill me. Let me ask you a question. Would you rather have your Allah who tells you to kill me in order to go to Heaven or my Jesus who tells me to love you because I am going to Heaven and He wants you to be with me?"

You could have heard a pin drop as the Imam hung his head in shame.

Chuck Colson once told me something that has sustained me these 20 years of prison ministry. He said to me, "Rick, remember that the truth will prevail." And it will!
If any readers would like to offer their help by volunteering to correspond with a prison inmate who is hungry for Jesus, why not send our Prison Ministry co-ordinator, Yvette Burleigh a short email offering your help? Her address is:
Livn4God@ccchristiancorner.com
I know she would welcome you.
Prison Fellowship Ministries
P.O. Box 17500
Washington, DC 20041-0500
(703) 478-0100
www.prisonfellowship.org 



Do you like to have fun and know your Bible at the same time?
BIBLE TRIVIA QUIZZES
Lots of cool quizzes to test your Scriptural knowledge.


      THE BKM PLEDGE
 As our long-time readers know, I have always thought of "Making A Difference" and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine." 
Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
It is the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find that ensures that there will be a magazine each month.

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it. But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST EVERY SINGLE DAY

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY

SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS

THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

 THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED - PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions through a mutually convenient Internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO US
Tell us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 WE NEED - REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(That's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES
 

Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you." (Luke 6:38)
    
AND
WE NEED - YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING! WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME, TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
 

God bless you all.

[image: image4.jpg]



PRAYER
By King David

(Adapted from Psalm 51 for 2004)
O loving and kind God, have mercy.  Have pity upon me and take away the awful stain of my wrongdoings.  Oh, wash me; clean up my guilt and let me be pure again. For I admit my shameful deeds – they haunt me day and night.  It is against You and You alone I have flaunted Your Law and done terrible things.  You saw it all and Your sentence against me is just.  But I have been a sinner since birth – even from the moment of my conception in my mother’s womb.  You deserve total honesty, sincerity and truthfulness from the heart.  Oh Father! Give me this wisdom.

Sprinkle me with the cleansing blood of Jesus and I shall be clean again.  Wash me and I will be whiter than snow.  And after You have punished me, give me back my joy again.  Don’t continue to see my sins – wipe them from Your memory.  Create in me a new, clean heart, O God – filled with clean thoughts and pure desires.  Don’t cast me aside, banished forever from Your presence.  Don’t take your Holy Spirit away from me.  Restore me again to the joy of Your salvation and make me willing and eager to obey Your Law.

Then I will teach Your ways to other sinners and they, guilty like me, will repent and return to You too.  Don’t sentence me to death.  O my God, You alone can rescue me.  Then I will sing of your forgiveness, for my lips will be unsealed and, oh! How I will praise You!

You don’t want penances from people who merely pay them and go back to their sins the next day; if You did, I would gladly pay them!  You aren’t interested in offerings burned before you on an altar.  What You require is a broken spirit – filled with remorse and penitence.  Only when a person is in agony because he hurt You do You accept him.  A broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not ignore.

And Lord, don’t punish my family and friends for my sins – help them and protect their homes. 

And when my heart is right, I know that then You will rejoice in the good that I do and in the personal efforts and sacrifices I make for You.


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen.  This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!  



If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
TO BRING A SMILE


A cheerful heart is good medicine 


(Proverbs 17:22a)





TO BRING A TEAR


Maybe of joy – maybe of sadness





 CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES





DEVOTIONALS





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to click the titles and visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 If you enjoy what these talented folk have created,


their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 * Indicates the site includes music


 


POEMS 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.riversongs.net/moon/val/jesus.html" ��Valentine’s Day With Jesus� *


 


MESSAGES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.picturediscovery.com/movie/thru_the_year.htm" ��Through The Year� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kerman94.com/Colors.HTM" ��Colours� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.eakles.com/risen.htm" ��Risen� *


(This sure puts paid to the “Good Friday” myth doesn’t it?)





SONG


� HYPERLINK "http://hometown.aol.com/sweetfawn4jesus/Page21.html" ��The Lord’s Prayer � *





   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 


 





BEYOND PRISON








TAKE MY HAND


By Angelina Hanselaar





When the storms of life are raging�and there's trouble 'cross the land;�We can almost hear Him whisper,�Precious children "Take My Hand".��You will never have a problem�that I cannot understand...�I will bear your every burden,�If you'll only take my hand.��When your trials seem much too heavy�and you feel you cannot stand;�I will be the crutch you lean on�Precious children "Take My Hand".��O'er the earth, My eyes are roaming;�There is naught, I cannot see...�Take My hand and look toward heaven,�Then just put your trust in Me.��There's no sickness, I can't conquer;�There's no storm, I cannot calm;�For I paid for all your trials,�with the nail prints in My palm.��'Does not matter what you're facing...�You don't have to understand;�Put your trust in Me, My children.�Just reach up and Take My Hand.��I will bear your every burden...�I'll bring peace to every land,�If My children will obey Me;�And reach out and "Take My Hand."








Speaking in his defence to King Agrippa, Paul said, 


“I preached so that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.”


Acts 27:20











Food For Thought


 


"The Echo of Life"


Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht�


A man and his son were walking in the forest. Suddenly, he trips and feeling a sharp pain he screams, "Ahhhhhh!"  Surprised, he hears a voice coming from the mountain, "Ahhhhh!"  Filled with curiosity, he screams, "Who are you?" but the only answer he receives is, "Who are you?"  This makes him angry, so he screams, "You are a coward!"  and the voice answers, "You are a coward!"


He looks at his father, asking, "Dad, what is going on?"


"Son," the man replies, "pay attention!"  Then he screams, "I admire you!"  The voice answers, "I admire you!"


The father shouts, "You are wonderful!" and the voice answers, "You are wonderful!"


The boy is surprised, but still can't understand what is going on.


The father explains, "People call this an 'echo' but truly it is 'life!'  Life always gives you back what you give out. Life is a mirror of your actions.  If you want more love, give more love.  If you want more kindness, give more kindness.  If you want understanding and respect, give understanding and respect. If you want people to be patient and respectful to you, give patience and respect.  This rule of nature applies to every aspect of our lives."


Life always gives you back what you give out.  Your life is not a coincidence, but a mirror of your own doings.





 











“Bert’s Quote”


A snippet from Bert Ham’s daily journal


"The weakness of a man is shown when he thinks he can stand alone."





Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD,�I bet it is very hard for You to love all of everybody in the whole world. There are only 4 people in our family and I can never do it.�--Nan





I’M THANKFUL


FOR THE TAXES�THAT I PAY�BECAUSE IT MEANS THAT�I AM EMPLOYED.





Cut It Out!


By Dean Masters�


In the 18th century, the U. S. Congress once issued a special edition of Thomas Jefferson's Bible. It was a simple copy of our Bible with all references to the supernatural eliminated. Jefferson, in selecting, had confined himself solely to the moral teachings of Jesus.


The closing words of this Bible are: "There laid they Jesus and rolled a great stone at the mouth of the sepulchre and departed."


Thank God, our Bible ended with the news that "He is risen!"





There was a king in the Old Testament that did something similar to what Thomas Jefferson did but went a lot further. He had Jeremiah put into prison. Jeremiah had a message from God for this king so he got someone to write it down on a scroll. Here is what happened to it:


Jeremiah 36:20-24 (The Message) 


20 The officials went to the court of the palace to report to the king, having put the scroll for safekeeping in the office of Elishama the secretary of state. 21 The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll. He brought it from the office of Elishama the secretary. Jehudi then read it to the king and the officials who were in the king's service. 22 It was December. The king was sitting in his winter quarters in front of a charcoal fire. 23 After Jehudi would read three or four columns, the king would cut them off the scroll with his pocket knife and throw them in the fire. He continued in this way until the entire scroll had been burned up in the fire. 24 Neither the king nor any of his officials showed the slightest twinge of conscience as they listened to the messages read.





I doubt there are any people today that actually cut parts of the Bible out but they do it in other ways. They don't believe that some of the things really happened or that what is in the Bible doesn't apply to them. Below are some examples of comments I have read or heard:


"I believe God created everything but he couldn't do it in six 24 hour days."


"Moses didn't lead the Israelites through the Red Sea, it was the Reed Sea which was just a few inches deep."


"I know Jesus told us to do but he doesn't know my circumstances."


"We're under grace so we don't have to obey the commandments."


"I know the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost and that the apostles were given spiritual gifts but they all died so the gifts died with them. There are no gifts of the Spirit today."


"I know Jesus did miracles when he was on earth but he can't do them now."





People who say or think these types of things may as well cut all the references of them out of their Bibles. We cannot do that. Here is what the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy:


2 Timothy 3:16 (The Message)


Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another-showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God's way.





So CUT IT OUT! Stop cutting out the parts of the Bible you don't believe or don't understand!




















 "God's Deal With YOU"


By David Rex Holt


GET YOUR COPY NOW


195,000 WORDS - 418 PAGES


JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belovedking.org/order.htm" �CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM�


     God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                


Yvette Burleigh 








SHRINKING WITH DESIRE


By Rose


Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht


Have you ever had the experience of losing something? As you search for it, the more important it becomes, as you realize that you may not find it. Hurling yourself into a frenzied state only causes it to escape your sight forever. Something that has always mystified me is that as soon as I would forget about the object it always would seem to turn up, just out of the blue.


In our attempts at trying to control the uncontrollable, the people that we work with, our family members, even the traffic, can drain us of our energy. As we turn to this world only to find that the importance that we place on material things, even our attempts to control others, the emptier we seem to become. Using our energy chasing after desires, whether it is having nice things, or craving power at the expense of others may leave us drained. When we place a high value on our own way, then we keep increasing the need of more of the same. When we decrease the need to have our way, then we decrease the need for control over the people in our lives, and the things of the world. When we take a step outside of ourselves, that is when we can gain a clearer vision of all, and trust that God has a reason for bringing us to this place in our lives. We are then capable of increasing our love for others, and for the good of all.


One of my greatest struggles has been trusting life as a process, and knowing that everything that is happening is for my good. The more I let myself relax, and let go the outcomes of relationships and events in my life, the more peace that is available to me in each moment. We can never be certain of the full importance of any single event in our lives. One thing that we can be certain of is that each experience offers something valuable to our overall development.


Letting go of the outcome of every experience, focusing instead on our own efforts, and making them as good as possible, brings us to a greater peace than we may have ever known before. How much easier our days go when we do our work and leave the outcome where it belongs.


Today, I will trust that there is a divine plan of good in my life, and with God's love & help, I will do my part and let go of the outcome.
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