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Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to those who are reading their very first "Making A Difference." We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies. 

Thank you to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.

Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.
Unless otherwise requested, all subscribers will receive a notice by Bcc email each month advising to URL of Making A Difference. All you need to do is click the address and it should open (some people may get a window asking for a password and all that is necessary is to click Cancel when the magazine will open). Where SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED magazines can be sent either in full or as an MS Word attachment by Bcc email. Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email. (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.) So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.
When the magazine is returned "undeliverable" due to expired accounts or closed email boxes, the address will be flagged as invalid. However, this will be allowed to happen THREE TIMES in any 12-month period before the address is deleted from BKM records. Once removed, an address will not be recoverable and so the only way a reader can be reinstated will be if that reader personally writes requesting so.



The Many Names of Christ *


APOLOGY

It appears that a number of readers didn’t get the links that formed last month’s editorial.

I have no idea why this was but here are the URLs of the two web sites again.

http://www.lifetalk.net/admin/studyguides/Gods_Sabbath.htm
http://www.lifetalk.net/admin/studyguides/Sabbath_Changing_of.htm 



We often hear people – and particularly preachers - say that they have been led by the Holy Spirit to do or say all sorts of things and, in many cases, I’m sure they sincerely believe this.  TV evangelists pronounce many varied and dramatically different things in the name of Jesus saying that they have received a “message” from the Holy Spirit.  No doubt you’ve witnessed such events and, sometimes, felt a little sceptical because what they say doesn’t quite fit into your own beliefs.  Of course, if you’re open-minded, you should be asking yourself whether it is YOUR OWN beliefs that are wrong or whether the preacher is a charlatan.

So how can we be sure that what such people do and say is REALLY from the Holy Spirit?  

I’m sure it will sound familiar to most readers when I say that to even think this question can produce “guilty” feelings because they feel as though they are questioning or even doubting the Holy Spirit Himself.  But that couldn’t be further from the truth.  It is a fair question and our God is a fair God!  So let’s address it here and, of course, the ONLY place to find the answers is in the inspired Word of God. 

Unfortunately, not too many people are able to cite the Scriptures at will. This, in itself is not a “sin” because, in today’s hustle and bustle world developing such an ability requires more time that most people have – especially young people with young families.  Being the opportunist that he is, Satan uses this inability to his advantage every single day. 

Peter wrote, “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of suffering.” (1 Peter 5:8, 9).  Inductive study of these verses is very helpful.  I’m sure that most readers are already well familiar with the second and third sentences as preachers of every denomination recite them to their congregations every week. But what about the first short sentence?  Be self-controlled and alert.  Are people really being alert if they readily accept everything else those preachers teach?  The evidence dismally indicates that many are not and Satan is having a field day with dear, sincere people who trust those preachers with their very salvation.  Today, I want to call on every single reader of Making A Difference to take a very careful look at what may have previously been taken under trust from your church leaders.

Jesus’ beloved disciple John wrote, “This is how you can recognise the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.” (1 John 4:2).  Now that’s pretty straightforward and to the point isn’t it?  Personally I have experienced a lot of difficulty with the simplicity of it.  If you think of some of the things every preacher you have ever heard has said, how do you feel about what John says?  I am certainly not about to name any names here but I CAN categorically state that I have heard preachers saying the most unscripturally outlandish things whilst readily acknowledging that Jesus came in the flesh.  Probably you can too.  So we need more don’t we?

Just a few paragraphs earlier, John also wrote about Jesus, “We know that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands. The man who says, ‘I know Him,’ but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (1 John 2:3, 4).   How does this fit with the previous quotation?  When He walked this earth, Jesus Himself said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:37-40).  Again, preachers everywhere love to quote the first three of these sentences but conveniently forget the final one.  ALL the Law and the Prophets hang on those two commands… and, as Jesus’ brother James wrote, “Whoever keeps the whole Law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.” (James 2:10). This is the same as an employee helping himself to a postage stamp from his boss’s office.  Not to put too fine a point on it, HE STOLE IT!  Therefore he is just as much a thief as if he had embezzled ten million dollars!  So, according to the Scriptures, if, for example, I break the third commandment and take the Lord’s name in vain I am no different from a murder or adulterer! I have broken THE LAW and, since the only specific definition of “sin” in the Bible says, “Everyone who sins breaks the Law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.” (1 John 3:4), I AM A SINNER!

Returning to the question I asked at the beginning of this editorial, the most significant words of our Saviour are those He spoke to His disciples on the night before His crucifixion.  He told them that the time had arrived for Him to return to His Father but that He would not leave them defenceless and alone and that a “Counsellor” - the Holy Spirit - would come in His place. This is what He said: “When He comes, He will expose the guilt of the world in regard to righteousness and judgement…” (John 16:8).  Now that’s interesting isn’t it?  He will expose the guilt of the world.  Let me ask you, is that what you think of when you think about the Holy Spirit?  Most people think of the Holy Spirit as their guide and protector – and, of course, that He is.  But, as Jesus’ words clearly point out, that isn’t ALL He is!

So let’s look at what Jesus said right after that.  “But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.” (John 16:13)  HERE is the answer to that question: How can we be sure that what these people say is REALLY from the Holy Spirit?  He will guide you into ALL truth.  So, when someone tells you, for example, that they have joined a church because that is where the Holy Spirit has led them and a quick examination shows that church doesn’t keep ALL the commandments, it becomes very obvious that it wasn’t the Holy Spirit who led them there doesn’t it? In fact, that is IMPOSSIBLE because the Holy Spirit can ONLY guide you into all truth!

Writing to his student Timothy, Paul said, “The time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” (2 Timothy 4:3, 4).  When YOU read these words, what is your conscience telling you?  Can you look yourself in the mirror and categorically say that your chosen spiritual teachers are telling you the TRUTH or what suits your own desires?  Do you WANT the TRUTH if it doesn’t quite fit in with your traditions or do you only want what your itching ears want to hear?

So, before you attribute everything that SEEMS to be spiritual to the Holy Spirit, how about checking whether it is guiding you into ALL truth and not a bunch of apostate lies? It could be quite an eye-opener!

DRH 




Re: Obedience

The following email arrived in my inbox recently - right at a time when I was wallowing in a “self-pity-party” having received some emails accusing me of being judgemental for writing about the dis-obedience and apostasy that is rife throughout Christendom. Whilst I was working hard with myself to understand that my accusers were really doing what most humans do to attempt to justify their own disobedience, even though Jesus predicted it in Matthew 5:11, 12, I was still having a hard time dealing with the criticism.

When you read Khandie’s letter you may think that we have been corresponding for quite some time and so you will be surprised to learn that this is the very first email I have ever received from her! The Lord sees all and knows our needs and, right on cue, fulfils them. 

Thank You Lord for sending your servant to me in my hour of need. Amen.

Beloved brother,

YOU are of the TRUE CHURCH, (The Body of Christ) for the church is NOT the building, but consists of parts of members of His body with HE (The Lord Jesus) being the head.  Many professing Christians place such emphasis on the building and yet neglect the body.
It is not easy to share such a message as was shared with the Church, as their itching ears cannot endure such a one. They would rather hear about receiving blessings, etc. but the Lord will not reward disobedience any more than any parent would reward his/her child for misbehaving.  The Church has continually rebelled against the Lord and neglected to heed the warnings He's given that shall take place if it continues in disobedience.  They speak of their great Love for the Lord and yet they don't live their lives in such a way that would demonstrate this.  There is a Scripture that reads: "Wherefore the Lord said, ‘Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men’” (Is 29:13)  

Brother David, doesn't this sound very much like the behavior of the church today?  They praise him with their mouths, and talk of their great love for him, but NONE OF WHICH has entered into their hearts.  They've entertained one another rather than TEACH, encourage, edify, lift up, and yes - admonish OUT OF LOVE for one another!  They allow divisions and separatism to remain within the body, hate and bitterness, strife and such and turn away from it like it's nothing.  They allow all manner of vile wickedness to corrupt the body of Christ and yet boldly go out to the world with demonstrations declaring their evil and sins, and FAIL TO SEE the very same condemnation they lay upon others, dwells in the Church as well.  They've taken advantage of the Lord's kindness, of His grace and mercy, they’ve DISRESPECTED HIM so much, and the worst part of it all, my friend, is the lack of fear and reverence for the Lord.  They speak much about His grace and mercy, His loving kindness and SUCH THAT HE IS, but forget that He is also as a consuming fire and HE will NOT be mocked.  Professing Christians MUST REPENT or else there will be NO protective covering for the things that shall come upon the world.  The church is too arrogant, too puffed-up, too self-righteous, too filled with pride and NEEDS TO BE HUMBLED for if the Lord did not spare the "ORIGINAL" branch because of disobedience, certainly He will not spare the "branches that have be GRAFTED IN."

For many, they feel they are doing some sort of "favor" unto the Lord by attending their "Church Services" once a week.  They are not seeking the LORD, but are seeking to be entertained.  They refused the TRUTH for it is better for them that they remain in a LIE, as a "lie" is easier to "swallow" rather than the Truth!  The TRUTH exposes the deeds, and many would rather they be kept "hidden", however the LIGHT will expose them. For NOTHING that is hidden in darkness will remain there!  Their hearts are NOT hidden from the Lord: ALL is visible to Him.  There are MANY my dear friend, within the "Church building" that BELIEVE they will make it to the kingdom of heaven. Sadly however MANY shall be left behind.  The Lord said Not ALL who say unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven, but HE WHO DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER IN HEAVEN.   

Today IS the day and the Hour IS now for repentance.  I pray that the "Church" would COMPLETELY surrender unto the Lord, NOT JUST IN WORDS, but also in deeds.

Much love to you my friend.

Please keep in touch!

Your sister and friend for ETERNITY in the Lord

Khandie



David,
I found a website is really good in explaining the early history on the Sabbath day. If you click on the title, Sabbath History you will find it to be really informative. I know you don't need to read this but I thought you could use it in speaking to others about the Sabbath who are just as sceptical as I was at first. 
Yvette

It is VERY informative Yvette. Thank you for sharing your research with our readers.


GREAT NEWS

(For those of you who don’t already have it!)

REMEMBER WHEN EMAIL USED TO BE PLEASANT?
Are you sick and tired of all the SPAM that fills up your Inbox?  I’m sure all you ladies out there must be fed up with the piles of mail offering cheap home mortgages, insurance, prescription drugs and miraculous ways to enlarge body parts that you don’t even have!  Well, now you can eliminate them forever. Recently, I installed 

MAILBOX FILTER

If you're like me, you used to get excited when you got email.

But that all changed... Now there are just too many emails!

FACT: Something CAN be done about it. Check it out:

http://www.1shoppingcart.com/app/aftrack.asp?AFID=93428


The Unlocked Door
By Robert Strand

Shared by Ronnie Leviner
In Glasgow, Scotland, a young lady, like a lot of teens today, got tired of home and the restraints of her parents. The daughter rejected her family's religious lifestyle and said, "I don't want your God.  I give up.  I'm leaving!"

She left home, deciding to become a woman of the world. Before long, however, she was dejected and unable to find a job, so she took to the streets to sell her body as a prostitute.

The years passed by, her father died, her mother grew older, and the daughter became more and more entrenched in her way of life.  No contact was made between mother and daughter during these years.  The mother, having heard of her daughter's whereabouts, made her way to the skid-row section of the city in search of her daughter.  She stopped at each of the rescue missions with a simple request.  "Would you allow me to put up this picture?" It was a picture of the smiling, grey-haired mother with a handwritten message at the bottom: "I love you still...come home!"

Months went by, and nothing happened.  Then one day the daughter wandered into a rescue mission for a needed meal. She sat absent-mindedly listening to the service all the while letting her eyes wander over to the bulletin board.  There she saw the picture and thought, 'Could that be my mother?' She couldn't wait until the service was over.  She stood and went to look. It was her mother, and there were those words, "I love you still...come home!"  As she stood in front of the picture, she wept.  It was too good to be true.

By this time it was night, but she was so touched by the message that she started walking home.  When she arrived it was early in the morning.  She was afraid and made her way timidly, not really knowing what to do.  As she knocked, the door flew open on its own.  She thought someone must have broken into the house.

Concerned for her mother's safety, the young woman ran to the bedroom and found her still sleeping.  She shook her mother awake and said, "It's me! It's me!  I'm home!"

The mother couldn't believe her eyes.  She wiped her tears and they fell into each other's arms.  The daughter said, "I was so worried!  The door was open and I thought someone had broken in!"

The mother replied gently, "No dear. From the day you left, that door has never been locked."





The Seven Blessings

Of

The Book Of Revelation
 

Long before Beloved King Ministries had a monthly magazine called Making A Difference and several thousand people on the mailing list, we sent out a newsletter.  In only the third edition of that newsletter, in April 2000, I published the transcript of an address I had attended by gifted preacher,

Pastor Peter Raymer.

Since we only had about 300 readers then, I believe the time has come to re-run Peter’s address for the benefit of our much wider readership. 
 

BLESSED ASSURANCE 
In the Book of Revelation there are seven statements about the blessing of believers. Why are the "saints" of Revelation blessed?

Because they: 

1.    
Hear and study God's Word                         
(1:3, 22:7)

2.    
Wash their robes (purify their thoughts)          
(5:9, 22:14)

3.    
Patiently keep God's commands                    
(12:17, 22:14) 

4.    
Are ready for the Lord's return (stay awake)  
(16:15)

5.   
Remain faithful to Jesus                                  
(12:17)

6.    
Have a part in the first resurrection                 
(14:13)

7.    
Are guests at Jesus' wedding feast.                 
(19:7)

 

They have assurance because they have:

1.    
OBTAINED SALVATION,          
(Washed their robes)

2.    
MAINTAINED SALVATION      
(Patiently kept God's commands)

3.    
RETAINED SALVATION           
(Remained faithful)

 

Why is assurance essential?

Because assurance brings POWER! "To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give POWER over the nations." (Rev 2:26) This is not earthly or physical power, but spiritual power - the Greek word translated as power here is exonsia, meaning AUTHORITY. 

 

GOD WANTS HIS CHURCH TO HAVE POWER. 

"You will receive POWER when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you will be my witnesses..." (Acts 1:8) The Greek word translated as power here is dunamis, from which the modern word dynamite comes, and it means 'spiritual power' - in other words, the power to live for Jesus and prepare the world for His second coming.

The church needs POWER to fulfil the gospel commission (Matt 28:19). It can never have that power until its members are SURE of their RELATIONSHIP with Jesus Christ.

When Martin Luther was wrestling through the question of his relationship with God and ASSURANCE prior to the Reformation, he was a monk shut up in a monastery. Afterward, when he KNEW that HE HAD BEEN SAVED by Christ's death and resurrection and that God had justified him, he left the monastery to launch the reformation. How can we launch out for God if we are shut up in a monastery of doubts? Luther's sense of ASSURANCE produced a "Holy boldness" that withstood the awesome power of the church - he was a man alone!

Are we in a SAVING RELATIONSHIP with Jesus?

CAN we know? SHOULD we know?

ASSURANCE and DOUBT cannot live side-by-side. "No one can serve two masters." (Matt 6:24)

Secular people NEED to see the POWER of God in society, but they don't.

What is the problem?

1.    
No recognition of God.

2.    
Not tapped into the power source.

3.    
Not prepared to admit their NEED.

4.    
SELF sufficient.

Is the Laodicean condition (Rev 3:14ff) of today's church contributing to the problems that surround it?

"You are the salt of the earth." (Matt 5:13) If the salt loses its saltiness how can you be effective?

If the spiritual order is powerless, there can be no ability to change society.  What do you think?

Society has to resort to the POWER of the state. Spiritual power is replaced by physical force!

When a culture deforms and decays, is it a question of what is wrong with the culture or what is wrong with the spiritual core?

The answer must, of course, be the latter. Thus the material order rests on the spiritual order.

And so, if the spiritual order is POWERLESS, can there be any ability to change society? Certainly not in any meaningful way!

What was the secret of the early church's power?

They were witnesses. "We have SEEN the Lord." (Jn 20:25) "We were EYEWITNESSES of His majesty" (2 Pet 1:16) They had the ASSURANCE that Jesus was alive and that they were His followers.

CAN WE HAVE THAT SAME ASSURANCE?

By FAITH, YES WE CAN! 

"Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see." (Heb 11:1)

"We know that we have passed from death to life." (1 John 3:14)

"I know whom I have believed..." (2 Tim 1:12)

"whoever comes to me I will never drive away" (Jn 6:37)

"I will raise him up at the last day" (Jn 6:54)

"He who has the Son has life" (1 Jn 5:12)

"he who believes has everlasting life" (Jn 6:47)

"I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand" (Jn 10:28)

"There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus" (Rom 8:1)

"There should not be a sermon preached unless a portion of that discourse is to make plain the way sinners may come to Christ and be SAVED."

Would following this counsel change the content of Sabbath sermons?

HOW DOES ASSURANCE COME ABOUT FOR THE CHRISTIAN?

"It is by GRACE you have been SAVED, through FAITH—and this not from yourselves, it is the GIFT of God" (Eph 2:8)

GRACE produces ASSURANCE!

WHAT THEN, IS GRACE?

The dictionary says it is "unmerited favour."

How about, God's Righteousness At Christ's Expense.

Someone once compared JUSTICE, MERCY and GRACE this way:

JUSTICE - getting what we deserve.

MERCY - NOT getting what we deserve.

GRACE - getting what we DON'T deserve.

"For ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Rom 3:23)

God's GRACE brings POWER.   How?

1. 
By providing absolute freedom from the POWER of SIN.

    
Acceptance, Confession, Repentance and Obedience.

2. 
By releasing the POTENTIAL of all who will RECEIVE it.

    
What is the "limit" for a Christian?

    
"I can do ALL things through Christ who strengthens me." (Phil 4:13)

3. 
By clearing the channels so that the POWER can flow unhindered.

    
Forsaking of sin.

 

A GRACE-FILLED Christian is an AWESOME instrument in the hand of God!

(cf: Paul and the Apostles and great Christian leaders down through time.)

 

"Therefore, remember that formerly... you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship... and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world." 

(BAD NEWS!!!)

"But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ." (Eph 2: 11-13)

"But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in MERCY, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by GRACE you have been saved."  (Notice "HAVE BEEN" — PAST tense!)

(GOOD NEWS!!!)

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the HEAVENLY REALMS in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the INCOMPARABLE RICHES of his GRACE, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED THROUGH FAITH—and this not from yourselves, it is the GIFT OF GOD—NOT by WORKS, so that no one can BOAST. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to DO GOOD WORKS (obedience), which God prepared in advance for us to do." (Eph 2:4-10)

OUR efforts contribute NOTHING to our SALVATION. 

They are the obvious and natural CONSEQUENCE of it.

A Christian keeps the commandments because he wants to PLEASE God, NOT in an effort to EARN SALVATION. 

God has already done for us what we could NOT do for ourselves.

THAT is GRACE!

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GRACE, FAITH AND OBEDIENCE?

What order do you think they should be in?

How do we know that SALVATION ASSURANCE does NOT come by our own efforts?

Some people say: "I know my pre-Christian deeds won't save me but my 'post-Christian' efforts are a contributory factor."

But the Bible says, "But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy." (Titus 3:4,5)

Salvation - from beginning to end is always and ONLY a gift of GRACE!

"The promise comes by FAITH, so that it may be by GRACE and may be GUARANTEED" (Rom 4:16) 

GUARANTEED by the PERFECT LIFE OF CHRIST!!

WHAT A GUARANTEE!!!

"For what the LAW was POWERLESS to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, GOD DID by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, IN ORDER THAT THE RIGHTEOUS REQUIREMENTS OF THE LAW MIGHT BE FULLY MET IN US, who do not live according to the SINFUL NATURE but according to the SPIRIT." (Rom 8:3,4) (ie: Those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour.)

"IN ORDER THAT THE RIGHTEOUS REQUIREMENTS OF THE LAW MIGHT BE FULLY MET IN US"  Do we hear what this is saying?

Q.    WHAT IS THE ENERGISING FACTOR?

A.    GRACE!

"At the present time there is a REMNANT chosen by GRACE. And if by GRACE, then it is no longer by WORKS; if it were, GRACE would no longer be GRACE." (Rom 11:5)

GRACE and WORKS do not exist on the same level!

SALVATION ASSURANCE comes by GRACE, accessed by our FAITH which leads to OBEDIENCE.

Thus, OBEDIENCE is an OUTWORKING of GRACE!

This knowledge brings a GLOW of PERFECT ASSURANCE.

Therefore it should be capable of BEING SEEN in a Christian.

Is it seen in you?

Why then do so many professed Christians lack SALVATION - ASSURANCE?

They feel "ON TRIAL"

They think it’s PRESUMPTUOUS.

Is the Word of God not clear enough?

Remember three little words: OBTAIN - MAINTAIN – RETAIN

It is our privilege to KNOW where we stand with God!

What is our need for the pre-advent judgement then?

Surely the judgement is NOT meant to decide IF a person belongs to God, but WHY he/she belongs to God!

There can be NO FEAR of the judgement to a truly convicted Christian.

The evidence will be available for all to see - a life lived in harmony with God's laws as a RESULT of acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Saviour.

"If you CONFESS with your mouth, "Jesus is LORD," (OBTAIN) and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, YOU WILL BE SAVED (RETAIN). For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and ARE SAVED (MAINTAIN). (Rom 10:9,10)

WHY IS IT SO DIFFICULT FOR SOME CHRISTIANS TO BELIEVE THIS?

1.    OBLIGATION

They believe that there MUST be something they have to do - make a contribution - 'You get nothing for nothing' (The spirit of Pharisaism is the spirit of human nature.)

'The rabbis taught that God's favour must be EARNED. The truth of God's FREE GRACE had almost been lost sight of by the Jews.' 
What about Christians - is that true of many of us as well?

 

2.    MISREPRESENTATION

Satan misrepresents God as severe, unforgiving and exacting.

Is God really like that?

What does the Bible say?

"God is LOVE." (1 John 4:8)

 

3.    UNWILLINGNESS TO MAKE A FULL COMMITMENT

Some Christians have sinful behaviour in their lives that they are not really willing to change, so they hope that by doing enough good things for God, somehow they will not have to give up that enjoyable behaviour.

 

4.    BELIEF THAT GOD CANNOT FORGIVE THEM

They have done too many wrong things but they stay in the church anyway, like the paralytic by the pool, hoping for a miracle.

'It was not PHYSICAL restoration that the paralytic required so much as relief from the BURDEN OF SIN. If he could SEE JESUS and receive the ASSURANCE of FORGIVENESS and PEACE WITH HEAVEN, he would be content to live or die, according to God's will. It is only through the unmerited GRACE of Christ that any person can find ENTRANCE into the city of God.' 

Some Christians do not feel good enough.

FORGIVENESS and ASSURANCE go together.

Is there anything God cannot forgive, other than the sin against the Holy Spirit?

'We no longer need to fear the last judgement. As long as we MAINTAIN our union with Christ WE CANNOT BE LOST!' 

COULD ANYTHING BE CLEARER THAN THAT?
 

5.    PERFECTIONISM

Some Christians believe that God requires absolute perfection from them and they cannot meet that requirement. They become discouraged and lose hope.

But what does the Bible say?

"God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God." (2 Cor 5:21)

God DOES require perfection and He got it in Christ who now stands for US!

"Therefore, there is now NO CONDEMNATION (process of judgement) for those who are in Christ Jesus." (Rom 8:1)

This means that THEY ARE SAVED WHILE THEY RETAIN THEIR STANDING IN CHRIST.

Does the Bible teach, "Once saved, always saved"?  NO IT DOESN'T!

Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God." (Luke 9:62)

The primary motivation of the reformers was of a pastoral nature - to restore the believer's ASSURANCE of SALVATION.

THIS IS THE TASK OF GOD'S PEOPLE IN THE LAST DAYS.

THIS is the EVERLASTING GOSPEL - SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH IN THE MERITS OF JESUS.

WE ALL NEED ASSURANCE THAT WE ARE ACCEPTED.

REMEMBER:

OBTAIN   -   MAINTAIN   -   RETAIN
The acceptance of the Saviour brings a GLOW of PERFECT ASSURANCE.

Is this the antidote to the LACK OF POWER in Christendom today?






A Gift of Love

Author Unknown

Shared by Ronnie Leviner
Can I see my baby?" the happy new mother asked.

When the bundle was nestled in her arms and she moved the fold of cloth to look upon his tiny face, she gasped. The doctor turned quickly and looked out the tall hospital window. The baby had been born without ears.

Time proved that the baby's hearing was perfect.  It was only his appearance that was marred. When he rushed home from school one day and flung himself into his mother's arms, she sighed, knowing that his life was to be a succession of heartbreaks.

He blurted out the tragedy. "A boy, a big boy ... called me a freak."

He grew up, handsome for his misfortune. A favourite with his fellow students, he might have been class president, but for that. He developed a gift, a talent for literature and music. "But you might mingle with other young people," his mother reproved him, but felt a kindness in her heart.

The boy's father had a session with the family physician. Could nothing be done? "I believe I could graft on a pair of outer ears, if they could be procured," the doctor decided.

Whereupon the search began for a person who would make such a sacrifice for a young man. Two years went by.  Then, "You are going to the hospital, Son.  Mother and I have someone who will donate the ears you need.  But it's a secret," said the father.

The operation was a brilliant success, and a new person emerged. His talents blossomed into genius, and school and college became a series of triumphs. Later he married and entered the diplomatic service.

"But I must know!" He urged his father, "Who gave so much for me? I could never do enough for him."

"I do not believe you could," said the father, "but the agreement was that you are not to know ... not yet."

The years kept their profound secret, but the day did come, one of the darkest days that a son must endure. He stood with his father over his mother's casket.

Slowly, tenderly, the father stretched forth a hand and raised the thick, reddish-brown hair to reveal that the mother had no outer ears.

"Mother said she was glad she never let her hair be cut," he whispered gently, "and nobody ever thought Mother less beautiful, did they?"

Real beauty lies not in the physical appearance, but in the heart. Real treasure lies not in what that can be seen, but what that cannot be seen. Real love lies not in what is done and known, but in what that is done but not known.


He Will Be *

This beautiful Flash presentation may take a while to load (especially if you’re on a dial-up modem) but please be patient; it’s worth the wait.






 "God's Deal With YOU"
By David Rex Holt
GET YOUR COPY NOW
195,000 WORDS - 418 PAGES
JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING
CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM
 

    God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                 
Yvette Burleigh 



 




If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,
I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites
where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.
God Today - Daily Word
(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)

 This month we highlight Cheryl Curtis’ devotional for August 12th
Click HERE to read it.
Morning Spirit Lift
To be honest, I don't know how Deb does what she does every day!
Walking In Truth
A hard-hitting daily message by Connie M Giordano.
Eddy Ministries
Written in Hollywood in contemporary English they are insightful, entertaining and educational. 

Life Changing Love
A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.

Share A Prayer
A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.


A Walk With Jesus

Shared by Dorothy Thornton
If you could take a walk with Jesus,
If He could spend some time with you,
Would you walk through fields of flowers,
Sprinkled with the morning dew?
If you could walk with Jesus,
Would you walk beside the sea?
Or would you walk in the forest,
So you could rest beneath the trees?
If you could take a walk with Jesus,
What would you say to Him?
Would you spend the time complaining,
About your family and your friends?
If you could take a walk with Jesus,
Would you grumble about your job?
Would you choose your words with caution,
As you walked with the Son of God?
Now before you give your answer,
Give careful thought to what you'll say.
Though you may not have noticed,
Jesus walked with you today.


Amazing Facts
Reaching the world with God's end-time message
By Doug Batchelor
 

The Advent Message
The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH
By Brent Whinfield





What if?

By Kimbo

Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht 
If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my money to the church, would that get me into Heaven?" I asked the children in my Sunday-school class.

"NO!" all the children answered.

"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard and kept everything neat and tidy, would that get me into Heaven?"

Again, the answer was, "NO!"

"Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave candy to all the children and loved my family, would that get me into Heaven?"  I asked them again.

Once more, they all answered, "NO!"

"Well," I continued, thinking they were a good bit more theologically sophisticated than I'd given them credit for,  "then how can I get into Heaven?"

A five-year-old boy shouted out...

"YOU GOTTA BE DEAD!" 


Editor’s note: This next story has absolutely nothing to with the fact that I’m a taxi driver (I hope)!

The Minister and the Taxi Driver

Shared by Joe Beauchez
A minister has just died and is standing in line waiting to be judged and admitted to Heaven.

While waiting he asks the man in front of him about himself. The man says, "I am a taxi driver from New York City."

The angel standing at the gate calls out next, and the taxi driver steps up. The angel hands him a golden staff and a cornucopia of fruits, cheeses, and wine and lets him pass. The taxi driver is quite pleased, and proceeds through the gates.

Next, the minister steps up to the angel who hands him a wooden staff and some bread and water.

The minister is very concerned and asks the angel, "That guy is a taxi driver and gets a golden staff and a cornucopia! I spend my entire life as a minister and get nothing! How can that be?"

The angel replies, "Up here we judge on results—all of your people sleep through your sermons—in his taxi, they pray." 


Phoning Home

An Australian decided to write a book about famous churches around the world.  For his first chapter he decided to write about Australian churches.  So he bought a plane ticket and took a trip to Perth, thinking that he would work his way across the country from West to East.

 On his first day he was inside a church taking photographs when he noticed a golden telephone mounted on the wall with a sign that said "$10,000.00 per call."

The Australian, being intrigued, asked a priest who was strolling by what the telephone was used for. The priest replied that it was a direct line to heaven and that for $10,000.00 you can talk to anyone there.  The Australian thanked the priest and went on his way.

Next stop was in Adelaide. There at the large cathedral, he saw the same golden telephone with the same sign under it. He wondered if this was the same kind of telephone he saw in Perth and he asked a nearby nun what its purpose was. She told him that it was a direct line to heaven and that for  $10,000 you could talk to anyone there.  "O.K., thank you," said the Australian.

He then travelled to Melbourne, Canberra, Sydney and Brisbane.  In every church he saw the same golden telephone with the same "$10,000 per call" sign under it. The Australian, upon leaving Brisbane saw a sign for New Zealand and decided to see if the Kiwi's had the same phone.

He arrived in Queenstown, and again, there was the same golden telephone, but this time the sign under it read "10 cents per call."

The Australian was surprised so he asked the priest about the sign.  "Father, I've travelled all over Australia and I've seen this same golden telephone in many churches. I'm told that it is a direct line to Heaven, but in every state the price was $10,000.00 per call. Why is it so cheap here?"

The priest smiled and answered, "You're in New Zealand now, my son: it's a local call."


AND,


One Voice
A poignant song by

Billy Gilman

"For with God nothing shall be impossible."
Luke 1:37
A TRUE story
Shared by Carl Giordano

 At the end of World War II, a little widow woman would stand everyday on her front porch, looking longingly down the country road that led to her home.  She was waiting and looking for her only son to come home from the war.  She had raised her boy in a Christian home and in the ways of the Lord.  As he grew into his teen years, he rebelled against his mother and against her God.  He began drinking, cussing, and living in sin.  When the war came, he joined the Navy and continued in a life of sin.  Throughout his life and throughout the war, his mother had faithfully prayed for her boy.  She had not heard from him in many years, and now that the war was ended she was expecting God to bring her son down that old country road as a new creature in Christ Jesus.
 One day as Mother stood on the front porch, looking down the road, her heart suddenly leaped. She saw a figure of a man off in the distance, and he was walking down that dusty road toward her home.  As he drew nearer, she saw that he was wearing a sailor's uniform!

Mother hurriedly started down the road to meet her boy; but disappointment flooded her heart when, as he drew closer, she saw that this young man in the sailor uniform was not her son but rather a total stranger. 

The stranger introduced himself to her and very haltingly and hesitantly said, "Ma'am, I was on a ship at sea with your son. Our ship was sunk by enemy torpedoes, and out of 150 men aboard, only 20 of us survived. I've come to give you the news... Ma'am, I am very sorry."
Mother's heart was now breaking into a million pieces; she stood there, on that old country road, head bowed, trembling and weeping profusely.  Finally, she gathered her thoughts together enough to ask the young sailor into her home for tea.  Once inside her home, she asked, "Did you see my son die? "
The sailor was very reluctant to answer. Finally, with downcast eyes, he said, "Yes, I saw him till the very end, when he finally went under the waves."
Mother asked again,  "Did you hear my boy call upon God? "
The sailor answered,  "I heard him cursing God, and blaspheming His name, as the waves took him under."
Again, tears filled Mother's eyes as she stood trembling.  After a few moments of silence, Mother looked the young sailor in the eyes and said, "Then I believe the Lord met my boy under the waves. Nothing is impossible with God.  I have faithfully prayed for my son's salvation, and my God is faithful, so I choose to believe that my God met my boy under the waves."
That little, widowed, sonless mother went on all alone, cheerfully serving her Lord and Saviour.  She always had a smile and a kind word for anybody and everybody in the little village where she lived.  Six months had passed since the news came of her son's death.  One day as Mother sat, so all alone, in her little cottage, there suddenly came a knock at the front door.
Who could ever describe the emotions that flooded Mother's heart and mind as she answered the door and saw her beloved, only son, standing before her very eyes!  He scooped his little mother up into his strong arms and carried her into the house.  As all the emotions and tears subsided, he confirmed to his mother the exact story the stranger in the sailor's uniform told her six months earlier.
Mother exclaimed, "But, son, I don't understand!  How do you stand hear in our home alive and well? "
He answered, "Mother, I went under the waves cursing God and blaspheming His holy name, BUT, MOTHER, GOD MET ME UNDER THE WAVES! "
Mother was now visibly shaken and again burst into tears as she realized her son had just spoken the very exact words that she said to the sailor six months earlier. 

"I believe God met my boy under the waves."
He continued,  "Mother, I went under those waves cursing God.  Once under the waves, my whole life passed before me.  I saw everything wicked that I had ever done.  I saw how much I had hurt you and broken your heart.  Out of the depths of the sea, I cried out in my heart, 'Oh, God, forgive me!!!'  Here I am, Mamma, and oh, how I praise Him that I am a new creature in Christ Jesus!!!"
"But, son, how did the Lord spare your life physically?  You were drowning in the midst of the sea! " exclaimed Mother.
"Mother", he said, "Strength filled my entire body - supernatural strength.  I don't know how, but I found myself at the surface of the ocean.  I began to swim and swim and swim.  Finally, I reached an island where the people of that island took me in and nursed me, for these many months, back to health.  Here I am, Mamma!  I love Jesus, and I love you!!! "
 

Dear Reader, I remind you of the words of this faith filled mother, the title of this message, and more importantly, the very WORD OF GOD---
 

"NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD"
 

"Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there anything too hard for Me?"

Jeremiah 32:27



Prison Fellowship Ministries
P.O. Box 17500
Washington, DC 20041-0500
(703) 478-0100
www.prisonfellowship.org 

If you would like to be part of Yvette's prison ministry why not contact her on Livn4God@ccchristiancorner.com 

I know she would welcome you.


Burden Bear 


Do you like to have fun and know your Bible at the same time?
BIBLE TRIVIA QUIZZES
Lots of cool quizzes to test your Scriptural knowledge.


      THE BKM PLEDGE
 

As our long-time readers know,
I have always thought of "Making A Difference"
and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."
 

Without the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share
the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find, 
there would not be any magazine.
 

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it.
But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
 

I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY
FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST
EVERY SINGLE DAY
 

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER
TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS
THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
 

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED
PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions
through a mutually convenient Internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO US
telling us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs
as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life
and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 

WE NEED
REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(that's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS
IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES
AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES 
 

Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt
since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you."
(Luke 6:38)
    
AND
WE NEED
YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING
WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME,
TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
 

God bless you all.

[image: image4.jpg]





PRAYER

Courtesy of Prayer of the Day

None Is Like You Oh Creator
Heavenly Father, with the start of this day, I gratefully and joyously acknowledge You as the one and only true God of heaven and earth; for it was Your wisdom and understanding which brought forth all creation. Everywhere I look - the universe cries out Your name. None is like unto You, Oh Divine One. No other mind could have conceived such a perfect plan except You.

No pretend gods could begin to do the things that You have done for You alone are the Light and the Truth and the Law. Father, as I look around me, I see Your signature everywhere. Your name is in the grass that blankets the earth; in the trees that shelter me, in the beautiful flowers whose colors not only give pleasure to my eyes but whose sweet fragrance bathes the deepest recesses of my soul.

My Father, I see Your handiwork in all of the endless variety of species on the earth - from the tiny mole to the majestic elephant. Yea, even the birds in flight sing their testimony to Your power and glory. And yet, as glorious and awe-inspiring as all of this creation is, in Your divine Wisdom You established one which would be the pinnacle of Your creative ability.

One life form in which You would unite all that is in heaven and earth. One creation in which Your endless love would be fulfilled. An offspring which would be the very reflection of Yourself. Children of Light. Yet, even though we sinned against You Father, You refused to let us slip away. By accepting the love sacrifice of Your faithful Son Yahshua Your Messiah - the Word, the Tree of Life, You have given all mankind the right to once again be called Sons of God. For this, I thank you with all my heart.


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen. 

This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top 

(or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!  



If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
 

 

TO BRING A SMILE





TO BRING A TEAR





  CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES





DEVOTIONALS





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 


If you enjoy what these talented folk have created,


their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


 


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 


* Indicates the site includes music


 


POEMS 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wepraisehim.com/icriedsb.html" ��I Cried� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wepraisehim.com/boundlesslovegbk.html" ��Boundless Love� *


� HYPERLINK "http://heaven1.topcities.com/BestDay.html" ��The Best Day Of My Life� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.alighthouse.com/inme.htm" ��My Saviour Lives In Me�  *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ameliaanneslittlebitofheaven.com/Chick/Mansions.htm" ��Mansion�s *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.angelinaspiritual.com/Kims/HeavenlyPoems.html" ��I Want…� *


 


PRAYER


� HYPERLINK "http://www.our.homewithgod.com/sandra/revival.html" ��Revival In My Spirit� *


 


MESSAGE


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudy.org/godsrest/sabbholy.html" ��Holy Day�





   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 


 





BEYOND PRISON





Excerpt from: The Silent Years�By Arthur Burt 11/20/83


Shared by Harvey and June Schneider


There is an old story of how Queen Victoria made a banquet for her soldiers who had won the Victoria Cross medal for bravery - a special feast - a royal banquet with all the glittering pomp of a royal palace.


The guests came from every walk of life; the rich, the poor, their only qualification for being there - outstanding bravery.


Amongst the guests was a very poor uneducated soldier completely overwhelmed by such an array of regal splendour. The table sparkled with gleaming cutlery such as his eyes had never seen before.


Tremblingly he picked up a finger bowl and as he drank from it, there was a titter of laughter accompanied by subdued sniggers and superior smiles from those around.


As he blushed with embarrassment, the queen saw what had happened.  She leaned forward, picked up a finger bowl, and drank from it and with a resounding thwack, placed it on the table.


With flashing eyes the queen looked around the royal table as the smirks and sniggers died and heads were bowed.  She had identified herself with her humble soldier.


That’s what Jesus did!  Our Kinsman Redeemer, the Son of God, became a Son of Man.  The Word was made flesh.  In His humility, He took upon Himself our humanity.  He became as a man, even to being hungry.  Subject to the lawful appetites of man, He said, I thirst.


He sat down at Jacobs well because he was weary and thirsty. His feet trod the dusty roads of this world. 


When the cry for help goes out from a drowning man, his would be rescuer kicks off his shoes, throws aside his coat, and dives into the conditions he desires to save the struggling victim in need of help from.


Jesus, the Divine Son, was spotless and sinless in heaven, but He kicked off the shoes of untried untempted Divinity, threw aside His royal robe, and plunged into our fallen world.


As a man He walked in sinless perfection and became the Lamb of God who gave Himself as a sacrifice for our redemption.  He became the door that you and I must come to and through to spend eternity with Him and His Father.








For it is not those who hear the Law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the Law who will be declared righteous.


Romans 2:13











Food For Thought





The Silent Sermon


Shared by Dorothy Thornton


A member of a certain church, who previously had been attending services regularly, stopped going. After a few weeks, the minister decided to visit him.  It was a chilly day. That evening, the minister found the man at home all alone sitting by a blazing fire.


Guessing the reason for his minister's visit, the man welcomed him, and led him to a comfortable chair near the fireplace and waited. The minister made himself at home but said nothing.  In the grave silence, he contemplated the dance of the flames around the burning logs. After some minutes, he took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and placed it to one side of the hearth all alone. Then he sat back in his chair, still silent.


The host watched all this in quiet contemplation. As the one lone ember's flame flickered and diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its fire was no more. Soon it was cold and dead.


Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. The minister glanced at his watch and chose this time to leave. He slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back in the middle of the fire. Immediately it began to glow once more, with the light and warmth of the burning coals around it.


As the minister reached the door to leave, his host said, with a tear running down his cheek, "Thank you so much for your fiery sermon. I shall be back in church next Sabbath".





“Bert’s Quote”


A snippet from Bert Ham’s daily journal


The weakness of a man is shown


when he thinks he can stand alone.





Don’t You Just Love ‘em?


Some excerpts from children’s letters to God


Shared by Nancy Wall


Dear GOD,�I bet it is very hard for You to love all of everybody in the whole world. 


There are only 4 people in our family and I can never do it.�Nan





I’M THANKFUL


For all the cleaning up after guests.


It means I am blessed with friends who want to visit me.








