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Even In Those Times
By Sherry Walter

"I will comfort you."

Isaiah 66:13 
Even in those times when you cannot seem to understand the whys and wherefores of some experience, still you know that God is with you. You feel God's loving presence and God's peace which passes all understanding.

Even in those times when your world seems turned upside down and the way ahead unclear, still you know that God is with you. You feel God's loving presence which strengthens you and guides your faltering steps.

Even in those times when you feel you cannot go on alone, still you are reminded that you are never alone, that, always, God is with you as your all-sustaining comfort and strength.

As you realize the presence of God with you, you have a new patience inside of you that knows the presence of God, and is assured that all things, in time, will work out in Divine order.

In Ecclesiastes 7:8, the Bible states, "Better is the end of the thing than it’s beginning; and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit."

No experience can undermine your faith when you know that life is eternal, unending, and when you know that God is life and love and peace, and that you are eternally one with God. You are kept in the circle of God's love; nothing can separate you from God. Knowing this, your spirits are lifted, your heart is comforted, and you are patient, as well as strengthened and sustained.

Even in those times when something is not going right, and if you tend to be impatient, always in a hurry, and easily upset with others and events, you do not have to give in to this tendency. You can overcome impatience and live in the comfort of God.

When you live in God you always know that no matter how things appear, everything, in time, will work out. Jesus said, “Do not look to appearances.” If we follow Jesus, we look to God instead of the temporal appearances before our eyes.

You overcome your tendency to look to appearances with worry and fear, by reminding yourself in the midst of irritation or frustration that all things are working together for good, according to Divine plan. God is in charge and all is well.

I realize how hard this is to do, sometimes, when something seems so overwhelming in the moment. But this is also the time that I encourage you to turn to God and to think about God instead of the problem.

Divine timing is at work in all things. You can be flexible regarding timetables and schedules. Delays or setbacks often serve a valuable purpose, although often it can not be seen at the time. You look for the good and adopt a relaxed, trusting attitude toward the people and circumstances in your life. You know that God is with you, and God is always at work. You are comforted in this knowledge. You are patient in knowing that all things are working together for good under God's wise direction.

Even in those times...you will feel God’s loving presence.
Prayer  

Lord, as I get quiet and focus on You, I feel Your loving presence.  Let me always stand on Your Word, know Your loving presence and be renewed in spirit and confidence, knowing that You are in control and will lead me beside the still waters. Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God; may Your good Spirit lead me on level ground. I pray and ask that You use and bless my brothers and sisters as they continue to walk in obedience to Your Word. In the powerful name of Jesus the Christ!   Amen



Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to those who are reading their very first "Making A Difference." We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies. 


Thank you to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.


Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.

If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.

All magazines are sent in full by Bcc email. Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email. (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.) So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

When the magazine is returned "undeliverable" due to expired accounts or closed email boxes, the address will be flagged as invalid. However, this will be allowed to happen THREE TIMES in any 12-month period before the address is deleted from BKM records. Once removed, an address will not be recoverable and so the only way a reader can be reinstated will be if that reader personally writes requesting so.

If any reader would prefer to receive a notice that the magazine is on the website rather than the full magazine, they will need to write requesting it that way. BKM will respect all such requests and those addresses will be filed separately so that there are no mix-ups.


Those of you who are parents are, I am sure, only too familiar with the beginnings of your parenthood. With some of you – especially the mothers – it may have started when you were quite young. Remember how you played with dolls and being “little mothers”? Then came the time when you wanted a real live baby all your own. The desire to reproduce is very strong and then, when that desire is fulfilled, most parents would die for their children. They are flesh of your flesh and bone of your bone and, quite naturally, you want the very best for them. 

So why is this?

Well, that may seem like a dumb question because any decent parent knows the answer instinctively. Perhaps, because she nurtured each developing embryo in her womb, a mother is especially aware of the bond that exists between her children and her. I’m sure that, if I asked you summarise that bond in a single word, your answer would be “Love.”

It is unfortunate that, in the English language, the word love has a very wide scope of applications. We say that we love ice cream and that we love motor racing or fishing.  We love temperate weather and hate it when it gets too hot or too cold. However, in the original language of the New Testament, Koine Greek, there are four different words all translated as “love” in English Bibles and, as I say, it’s really a pity that we don’t have them.

The first is sangue. This is the root of the English word sanguine, meaning ‘of blood.’ In Scripture it is the emotion that a person feels for his relatives – people of the same bloodline as himself. This is the love I referred to at the beginning of this editorial. 

Next we have phileo. Whilst the word actually means ‘brotherly love,’ it is used scripturally in the broader sense of neighbourly love – the sort of love that Jesus meant when He admonished His followers to love their neighbours.

Then, of course, there is eros. This word comes from the name of the ancient Greek god of love and refers especially to physical love. From it comes the English word erotic – nowadays all too often applied to explicit sexual materials but more correctly referring to the love that is supposed to exist between a man and his wife.

Finally there is agape. This is the perfect unconditional love that Jesus and His Father have for their creation. Just like the babies I opened this message talking about, human beings are loved as Yahweh’s ultimate creation in His own image. 

If you are a young parent (or grandparent) now, go and take a look at your child and/or grandchild and then come back and continue reading.

How did you feel as you watched that little person? Did you see any likenesses to yourself? Could you say that precious little person is in your own image? What emotions flooded your heart as you looked down upon your flesh-and-blood? Now think how God feels about us. He loved us so much that He sent His own Son to redeem us unto Himself. 

Could it be that God the Father couldn’t bear to watch what men did to His beloved Son and turned His head away from the awful sight? Could it be that Jesus saw His Father turn away and cried out, “Father, Father! WHY have you forsaken me?”

In this fallen world, it is very difficult for us to maintain unrequited love indefinitely. Sooner or later our unwanted love wanes and dies. But before that happens, if we REALLY love the one who doesn’t love us, we try our very hardest to ingratiate ourselves to him or her. Bearing in mind that we are made in God’s image, isn’t it reasonable to believe that He longs to reconcile His wayward children to Himself just as strongly? Well, actually, MUCH MORE strongly!  Long after we would have given up on unrequited love, God still loves every single one of His children exactly the same.

Now there’s another aspect to this that I have just hinted at. Sometimes, human love can turn to obsession that results in things like the rejected one ‘stalking’ the object of affection. This is a criminal act in many countries because it is, in effect, forcing love where it isn’t wanted. Well, God is not a stalker. He will NEVER force His love on anyone. He has made the first move. Now it’s up to us whether we accept Him or not - and, if we do decide to accept Him, is it on His terms or ours?

Hard as it may be to imagine, God loves a serial child rapist and murderer just as much as He loves YOU! He longs to redeem both of you unto Himself so much that He gave His only begotten Son that all who believe in Him shall not perish but have life everlasting.

Yes, Jesus loves us SO much that HE paid the prescribed penalty for our disobedience and died for US. Often you will hear people say that they would die for Jesus but He doesn’t ask us to die for Him.  When He laid aside His deity and glory and took on human flesh, He said, “If you love me, keep my commandments.” That’s all! Think about that this month. 

DRH 



HEALING

By David Holt

As yet another ‘flu epidemic circles the world we hear people (including those who are supposed to know better – Christians) saying, “Why does God allow His children to suffer so?”  Professed atheists just love to wave this in the face of those who profess to love God and, sadly, they often leave the conversation the winners because many Christians are bound up in false traditions based on Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” story.

Firstly, Paul did NOT say that his “thorn” was sickness. If you read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 you will see that he describes it as a messenger from Satan, to torment him. He also describes it as a weakness – some suggest an eyesight deficiency based on Galatians 4:13-15. The Bible very clearly tells us that, by Jesus’ wounds, we HAVE BEEN healed. Did you notice that’s in the past tense? It has already happened!

“So,” you may be saying, “if I have already been healed, how come I still feel so terrible?” That’s a reasonable question so let’s give it reasonable consideration.

Where Peter wrote that we have been healed (1 Peter 2:24), he was actually quoting Isaiah 53:4 – that famous prophesy about the Messiah who did not appear until more than 500 years after Isaiah wrote it. Therefore it must follow that the words are prophetic.

Let’s now look at the story of Naaman in 2 Kings 5.  Naaman was a commander in the Aramaean army. He was also a leper. Obviously Naaman’s leprosy was not severe enough to have caused him to lose his job (yet!). Aram was Israel’s northern neighbour and the two countries were usually on ‘unfriendly’ terms. During one of the two countries’ altercations, Naaman had taken a young Israelite girl prisoner and put her into the service of his wife.

One day, the girl told her mistress that, if the master (Naaman) would go and see the Israeli prophet Elisha, she was sure he would be able to be healed. So Naaman asked his king if he may go to Samaria where Elisha was and the king gave him permission and a letter to the king of Israel asking HIM to cure Naaman. On receiving the letter, the Israeli king got very upset because he had no idea how to cure leprosy! His response was pretty angry actually because he thought that the king of Aram was trying to pick yet another fight with him at a time when the two nations were at peace. “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life?” he wrote. 

So, first of all, protocol had got in the way. The Israeli servant girl had suggested that Naaman go to the prophet, not the king but, because Naaman was a highly respected senior officer in his country’s army, he had gone straight to the top. Fortunately for him, however, Elisha heard about what had happened and sent a message to the king asking him to send Naaman to him.

When Naaman arrived at Elisha’s house, yet again his pride was almost his downfall because Elisha didn’t personally go out to greet him but, instead, sent his servant out to tell him to go and wash himself seven times in the River Jordan and be cleansed of his illness. 

Naaman was furious! How dare this prophet send a servant to HIM, the great Aramean commander? And, what’s more, how dare he tell him to wash in the dirty Jordan when there were much better rivers in Aram? Naaman stormed off in a real big huff! Again, fortunately for him, Naaman’s servants persuaded him to at least give Elisha’s cure a try and so, somewhat reluctantly, he went to the Jordan and bathed. Whilst the Bible doesn’t actually tell us, I can imagine the scene with Naaman begrudgingly entering the water for the first time, and then the second and third. Even after six dips, there would have been no sign of healing and I’m sure that proud man was getting very angry at such an indignity. But then, after the seventh dip, there he stood, totally devoid of the killer disease!

Only then did Naaman realise just what a God Israel served and he immediately tried to reward Elisha. But Elisha refused any reward. But his servant Gehazi thought Elisha was foolish not to accept anything from such a rich man and so he chased after Naaman and took the reward for himself – and was immediately struck with the leprosy that Naaman had been cured of.

So what has this story got to do with this year’s bout of ‘flu (and other illnesses)? Just as Elisha sent a very specific instruction to Naaman, Jesus left US a very specific instruction, “If you love me, keep my commandments.” 

Now I wonder what would have happened if Naaman has genuinely lost count when he went to bathe in the River Jordan and sincerely believed he had bathed seven times when, in fact, he had only bathed six. Would he have been healed because of his faith even though he made a mistake? I don’t know the answer to that and to even suggest one would be presumptuous. There are ten Commandments that Yahweh (the pre-incarnate Jesus) gave to Moses on Mt. Sinai. Not nine – TEN! 

If you are picking and choosing which of them suit your lifestyle do you seriously expect the healing that Jesus has already paid for to be manifested in you? If you do then I have bad news for you. It ain’t gonna happen friend!

Think about it.



THE PASSION
If you don’t read any of the other hyperlinks in this edition of Making A Difference, please read this one.



A Very Pertinent Message

From Cheryl Curtis

We have a responsibility to teach the truth in love. No one should be excluded from the message of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are to love all and share the love of Christ with all, regardless of our differences. What we can’t do is attempt to adapt God’s truth, so that it meets the ever-changing whims of society and appease hearts that have been hardened to the truth. Right is right, wrong is wrong, and sin is sin. God is the same, today, yesterday and forever. 

The truth is not of man, but of God. What a grave disservice we do, when we make exceptions concerning truth, to pacify those who oppose the truth. We have an obligation to share the truth, in the spirit of love. We have nothing to be puffed up about, except that we know Jesus.



Reach Past The Thorns

Shared by Angelina Hanselaar
A man planted a rose and watered it faithfully. One day, as he examined it, he saw that the bud would soon blossom, but noticed thorns upon the stem. He thought... "How can any beautiful flower come from a plant burdened with so many sharp thorns?" Saddened by this thought, he neglected to water the rose, and before it was ready to bloom, it died.

So it is with many people. Within every soul there is a rose. The God-like qualities planted in us at birth growing amid the thorns of our faults. Many of us look at ourselves and see only the thorns, the defects. We despair, thinking that nothing good can possibly come from us. We neglect to water the good within us, and eventually it dies. We never realize our potential. Some people do not see the rose within themselves; someone else must show it to them.

One of the greatest gifts a person can possess is to be able to reach past the thorns and find the rose within others. This is characteristic of love... to look at a person and know their true faults. Accepting that person into your life, while recognizing the nobility in their soul. Help them to realize that they can overcome their faults.

If we show them the rose, they will conquer their thorns. Only then will they blossom many times over. "Love is a heavenly drop spilling from the chalice of life to moderate its bitterness." "Where the heart is willing it will find a thousand ways, but where it is unwilling it will find a thousand excuses."



As regular readers of “Making A Difference” will know, one of the principal messages of Beloved King Ministries is that of thankful obedience for what Christians have received as a gift of grace. This is, of course, obedience to ALL of God’s Law but, because not too many Christians make a regular practice of killing people, I haven’t concentrated much on the sixth commandment! The two that are most easily and publicly seen are the second and fourth and so it is those that I have previously written more about. However, as James 2:10 clearly points out, EVERY commandment is of equal importance. This is also why Jesus referred to “jots and tittles” when He said that heaven and earth will disappear before the commandments. Today, we speak about crossing our Ts and dotting our Is and that’s what Jesus was talking about. Every tiny bit is important.

This month I received a letter from a reader that asked VERY pertinent and valid questions and made me wonder how many other readers are asking the same. So, this month, I want to share a very scary account of an imaginary meeting between Satan and his angels. 

But first, let us look at the questions I was asked. 

I do not question the Sabbath per se, but I do question WHY others do not understand the same. HOW can so many people in this world be wrong? WHY are the vast majority of churches NOT keeping the Sabbath day?

Over 100 years ago, a lady named Ellen White wrote an inspired answer to those questions and I will add nothing to it as I’m sure you’ll agree, it answers the questions very succinctly.

As the people of God approach the perils of the last days, Satan holds earnest consultation with his angels as to the most successful plan of overthrowing their faith. He sees that the popular churches are already lulled to sleep by his deceptive power. By pleasing sophistry and lying wonders he can continue to hold them under his control. Therefore he directs his angels to lay their snares especially for those who are looking for the second advent of Christ and endeavoring to keep all the commandments of God. 

Says the great deceiver: "We must watch those who are calling the attention of the people to the Sabbath of Jehovah; they will lead many to see the claims of the law of God; and the same light which reveals the true Sabbath reveals also the ministration of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, and shows that the last work for man's salvation is now going forward. Hold the minds of the people in darkness till that work is ended, and we shall secure the world and the church also. 

"The Sabbath is the great question which is to decide the destiny of souls. We must exalt the sabbath of our creating. We have caused it to be accepted by both worldlings and church members; now the church must be led to unite with the world in its support. We must work by signs and wonders to blind their eyes to the truth, and lead them to lay aside reason and the fear of God and follow custom and tradition. 

"I will influence popular ministers to turn the attention of their hearers from the commandments of God. That which the Scriptures declare to be a perfect law of liberty shall be represented as a yoke of bondage. The people accept their minister's explanations of Scripture and do not investigate for themselves. Therefore, by working through the ministers, I can control the people according to my will. 

"But our principal concern is to silence this sect of Sabbath keepers. We must excite popular indignation against them. We will enlist great men and worldly-wise men upon our side, and induce those in authority to carry out our purposes. Then the sabbath which I have set up shall be enforced by laws the most severe and exacting. Those who disregard them shall be driven out from the cities and villages, and made to suffer hunger and privation. When once we have the power, we will show what we can do with those who will not swerve from their allegiance to God. We led the Romish church to inflict imprisonment, torture, and death upon those who refused to yield to her decrees; and now that we are bringing the Protestant churches and the world into harmony with this right arm of our strength, we will finally have a law to exterminate all who will not submit to our authority. When death shall be made the penalty of violating our sabbath, then many who are now ranked with commandment keepers will come over to our side. 

"But before proceeding to these extreme measures, we must exert all our wisdom and subtlety do deceive and ensnare those who honor the true Sabbath. We can separate many from Christ by worldliness, lust, and pride. They may think themselves safe because they believe the truth, but indulgence of appetite or the lower passions, which will confuse judgment and destroy discrimination, will cause their fall. 

"Go, make the possessors of lands and money drunk with the cares of this life. Present the world before them in its most attractive light, that they may lay up their treasure here and fix their affections upon earthly things. We must do our utmost to prevent those who labor in God's cause from obtaining means to use against us. Keep the money in our own ranks. The more means they obtain, the more they will injure our kingdom by taking from us our subjects. Make them care more for money than for the upbuilding of Christ's kingdom and the spread of the truths we hate, and we need not fear their influence; for we know that every selfish, covetous person will fall under our power, and will finally be separated from God's people. 

"Through those that have a form of godliness but know not the power, we can gain many who would otherwise do us harm. Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God will be our most effective helpers. Those of this class who are apt and intelligent will serve as decoys to draw others into our snares. Many will not fear their influence, because they profess the same faith. We will thus lead them to conclude that the requirements of Christ are less strict than they once believed, and that by conformity to the world they would exert a greater influence with worldlings. Thus they will separate from Christ; then they will have no strength to resist our power, and erelong they will be ready to ridicule their former zeal and devotion. 

"Until the great decisive blow shall be struck, our efforts against commandment keepers must be untiring. We must be present at all their gatherings. In their large meetings especially our cause will suffer much, and we must exercise great vigilance, and employ all our seductive arts to prevent souls from hearing the truth and becoming impressed by it. 

"I will have upon the ground, as my agents, men holding false doctrines mingled with just enough truth to deceive souls. I will also have unbelieving ones present who will express doubts in regard to the Lord's messages of warning to His church. Should the people read and believe these admonitions, we could have little hope of overcoming them. But if we can divert their attention from these warnings, they will remain ignorant of our power and cunning, and we shall secure them in our ranks at last. God will not permit His words to be slighted with impunity. If we can keep souls deceived for a time, God's mercy will be withdrawn, and He will give them up to our full control. 

"We must cause distraction and division. We must destroy their anxiety for their own souls, and lead them to criticize, to judge, and to accuse and condemn one another, and to cherish selfishness and enmity. For these sins, God banished us from His presence; and all who follow our example will meet a similar fate." 

Ellen G White, Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers. Pp 472-475.

In addition to the above, I would like to suggest that every reader try to obtain a copy of Charles D Brooks’ tape, “Grace versus Law.” Brooks is a powerful speaker with a powerful message.


At first, I thought to include the next item in the “To Make You Smile” section 

But I realised that it is far too much to the point to be funny!
The 23rd Psalm - Self Righteous Version
 

Religion is my shepherd: I shall not, shall not, shall not, shall not.
It alloweth me to lie to myself in flattering ways;
it leadeth me to water down the law.
It represseth my wickedness;
it leadeth me to a righteous exterior for my name's sake.
Yea, though I walk among the sinners in the temple,
I am glad I am not like them;
My piety and fig leaves, they conceal me.
I preparest my award acceptance speech for distinction from mine peers;
My head no longer fits through the door;
My cup is outwardly cleansed.
Surely reputation and excellence shall follow me all of the days of my life:
and I will rule at the right hand of Jesus forever.





 "God's Deal With YOU"
By David Rex Holt
GET YOUR COPY NOW
195,000 WORDS - 418 PAGES
JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING
CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM
 

    God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                 
Yvette Burleigh 



 




If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and scripturally sound devotionals,
I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites
where you can read some past messages and enrol for the regular mailings.
God Today - Daily Word
(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)

 This month we highlight Cheryl Curtis’ devotional for August 12th
Click HERE to read it.
Morning Spirit Lift
To be honest, I don't know how Deb does what she does every day!
Walking In Truth
A hard-hitting daily message by Connie M Giordano.
Eddy Ministries
Written in Hollywood in contemporary English they are insightful, entertaining and educational. 

Here is a sample from the last month.

Natural Born Killers

"Thus you have made the commandment of God [or the Word of God] of no effect by your tradition [man-made rules of religion, beliefs, items and gestures not authorized by the Word of God]." (Matthew 15:6)

In the 1994 Oliver Stone movie Natural Born Killers, Woody Harrelson and Juliette Lewis are two victims of traumatized childhoods who become lovers and psychopathic serial killers irresponsibly glorified by the mass media. While Woody and Juliette are natural born killers, SARS, AIDS, cancer, heart and lung disease are some of real the killers that are killing many in the world. But there is a far more deadly killer prowling in the Church today and it has destroyed countless more lives over the centuries than any of us can imagine. It's called tradition. Traditions rob believers of their healing because they steal the power from the promises of God. The first tradition that says it's not always God's will to heal you. But the truth from the Word of God is it is God's will to heal you. It says so in His Word in Isaiah 53:5. If you don't believe that it is, then you can't pray in faith believing you'll receive. You're like the lazy farmer who sits on his John Deere tractor and says, "I believe in crops, but I won't sow any seed. I'll just believe, and if it's God's will, my harvest will come." That farmer who is too cheap to buy seeds will never see his harvest. 

Faith is the seed of healing, and if you don't sow it, it won't grow. A prayer that says, "If it be your will" won't produce a healing harvest because you must know without a doubt that healing is always God's will for you. Another tradition we hear is that healing has passed away with Jesus and the apostles, and that there are no miracles today, not even on 42nd Street. But the Word of God clearly proves that's not true. In Exodus 15:26, God says, "I am the LORD who heals you." God also tells us that He does not change (Malachi 3:6), and He has never changed since the beginning of time. For healing to pass away, God would have to change or pass away, and that will never happen. The third dangerous tradition is God gets glory from believers being sick. Imagine how ridiculous this sounds because that tradition totally violates the Word of God. The Bible says that people gave glory to God when they saw the lame walk and the blind see. God is a good God, and He receives glory from your healing, not your pain, and He takes pleasure in your prosperity (Psalm 35:27), not poverty. The world is looking for a way out of sickness, poverty, oppression and disease, not a way into it. So let's spread the good news of salvation, break down those traditions as we study the Word and deliver the world from the most dangerous killer of all. 


Life Changing Love
A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.

Share A Prayer
A short daily prayer, succinct, sincere and tastefully presented.


GOD DOESN'T CARE!
Author Unknown

Shared by Ronnie Leviner

God doesn't care what kind of car you drive --
God cares that you are willing to drive people who don't have transportation.

God doesn't care about the square footage of your house --
God cares that you welcome people into your home.

God doesn't care about the clothes you have in your closet --
God cares that you help to clothe the needy.

God doesn't care what your salary is --
God cares if you compromise your character to obtain or increase it.

God doesn't care what your job title is --
God cares that you perform your job to the best of your ability and in a Christian manner.

God doesn't care how many friends you have --
God cares that you show friendship and unconditional love to all people.

God doesn't care in what neighbourhood you live --
God cares how you treat your neighbours.

God doesn't care about the colour of your skin --
God cares about the content of your character.

God doesn't care that it took you so long to seek Salvation --
God cares for you and seeks you out first so you will seek His face and accept His grace.


Amazing Facts
Reaching the world with God's end-time message
By Doug Batchelor
 

The Advent Message
The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH
By Brent Whinfield





Long Hair

Shared by Nancy Wall
A young boy had just gotten his driving permit.   He asked his father, who was a minister, if they could discuss his use of the family car.

His father took him into his study and said, "I'll make a deal with you. You bring your grades up, study the Bible a little, get your hair cut and then we'll talk about it."

After about a month, the boy came back and again asked his father if they could discuss his use of the car.  They again went into the father's study where the father said, "Son, I've been very proud of you.  You have brought your grades up, you've studied the Bible diligently, but you didn't get your hair cut."

The young man replied, "You know Dad, I've been thinking about that.  You know Samson had long hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had long hair, and Jesus had long hair."

His Father said, "Yes, and everywhere they went, they walked."


There's always ways to bring them in.

Shared by Nancy Wall

The elderly priest, speaking to the younger priest, said, "It was a good idea to replace the first four pews with plush bucket theatre seats. It worked. The front of the church fills first."

The young priest nodded and the old one continued, "And you told me a little more beat to the music would bring young people back to church, so I supported you when you brought in that rock 'n roll gospel choir. We are packed to the balcony."

"Thank you, Father," answered the young priest. "I am pleased you are open to the new ideas of youth." "Well", said the elderly priest, "I'm afraid you've gone too far with the drive-thru Confessional.

"But Father," protested the young priest. "My confessions have nearly doubled since I began that!

I know, my son," replied the elderly priest. "But that flashing neon sign, "Toot 'n Tell or Go to Hell", can't stay on the church roof!


Ten Things You Never Hear in Church

Shared by Patti
1.   Hey, It's my turn to sit in the front pew!

2.   I was so enthralled I never noticed your sermon went 25 minutes over time.

3.   Personally I find witnessing much more enjoyable than golf.

4.   I've decided to give our church the $500 a month I used to send to TV evangelists.

5.   I volunteer to be the permanent teacher for the Junior High Sabbath School class.

6.   Forget the denominational minimum salary. Let's pay our pastor so he can live like we do.

7.   I love it when we sing hymns I've never heard before!

8.   Since we're all here, let's start the service early.

9.   Pastor, we'd like to send you to this Bible seminar in the Bahamas.

10. Nothing inspires me and strengthens my commitment like our annual stewardship campaign!
  

AND,


Yellow Roses

Shared by Bert Ham
I walked into the grocery store not particularly interested in buying groceries. I wasn't hungry. The pain of losing my husband of 7 years was still too raw and this grocery store held so many sweet memories He often came with me and almost every time he'd pretend to go off and look for something special. I knew what he was up to. I'd always spot him walking down the aisle with the three yellow roses in his hands. He knew I loved yellow roses. With a heart filled with grief, I only wanted to buy my few items and leave, but even grocery shopping was different since he had passed on.

Shopping for one took time, a little more thought than it had for two. Standing by the meat, I searched for the perfect small steak and remembered how he had loved his steak. Suddenly a woman came beside me. She was blonde, slim and lovely in a soft green pantsuit. I watched as she picked up a large pack of T-bones, dropped them in her basket, hesitated, and then put them back. She turned to go and once again reached for the pack of steaks. She saw me watching her and she smiled. "My husband loves T-bones, but honestly, at these prices, I don't know."  I swallowed the emotion down my throat and met her pale blue eyes. "My husband passed away eight days ago," I told her. Glancing at the package in her hands, I fought to control the tremble in my voice.  "Buy him the steaks. And cherish every moment you have together."  She shook her head and I saw the emotion in her eyes as she placed the package in her basket and wheeled away I turned and pushed my cart across the length of the store to the dairy products. There I stood, trying to decide which size milk I should buy. Pint or quart, I finally decided and moved on to the ice cream. If nothing else, I could always fix myself an ice cream cone. I placed the ice cream in my cart and looked down the aisle toward the front.

I saw first the green suit, then recognized the pretty lady coming towards me. In her arms she carried a package. On her face was the brightest smile I had ever seen. I would swear a soft halo encircled her blonde hair as she kept walking toward me, her eyes holding mine. As she came closer, I saw what she held and tears began misting in my eyes. "These are for you," she said and placed three beautiful long stemmed yellow roses in my arms. "When you go through the line, they will know these are paid for. " She leaned over and placed a gentle kiss on my cheek, then smiled again.

I wanted to tell her what she'd done, what the roses meant, but still unable to speak, I watched as she walked away as tears clouded my vision. I looked down at the beautiful roses nestled in the green tissue wrapping and found it almost unreal. How did she know? Suddenly the answer seemed so clear. I wasn't alone. Oh, you haven't forgotten me, have you? I whispered, with tears in my eyes. He was still with me, and she was his angel.



There is no prison article this month because Yvette is sick.

I ask you all to pray that her promised healing will be manifested very soon.
Prison Fellowship Ministries
P.O. Box 17500
Washington, DC 20041-0500
(703) 478-0100
www.prisonfellowship.org 

If you would like to be part of Yvette's prison ministry why not contact her on Livn4God@ccchristiancorner.com 

I know she would welcome you.


I Shall Meet You There

Shared by Dorothy Thornton

Some years ago radio evangelist Charles E. Fuller announced that he would speak the following Sunday on "Heaven." It was to be broadcast on radio. During that week he received a letter from an elderly man who was very ill. Here is part of that letter:

"Next Sunday you are to talk about 'Heaven."  I am interested in that land because I have held a clear title to a bit of property there for over 55 years. I did not buy it. It was given to me without money and without price. But the donor purchased it for me at a tremendous sacrifice. I am not holding it for speculation since the title is non-transferable. It is not a vacant lot.

"For more than a half-century I have been sending material out of which the greatest architect and builder of the universe has been building a home for me, which will never need to be repaired because it will suit me perfectly, individually, and will never grow old.

"Termites can never undermine its foundation for it rests upon the Rock of Ages.  Fire cannot destroy it. Floods cannot wash it away.  No locks or bolts will ever be placed upon its doors, for no vicious person can ever enter that land where my dwelling stands, now almost completed and ready for me to enter it and abide in peace eternally without fear of being ejected.

"There is a valley of deep shadow between the place where I live in California and that to which I shall journey in a very short time.  I cannot reach my home in the City of God without passing through the dark valley of shadows. But I am not afraid, because the best friend that I have ever had went through the same valley alone, a long, long, time ago and drove away all the gloom. He has stuck by me through thick and thin since we first met and became acquainted 55 years ago, and I hold His promise in printed form, never to forsake nor to leave me alone. He will be with me as I walk through the valley of shadows, and I shall not lose my way when He is with me.

"I hope to hear your sermon on "Heaven" next Sunday from my home, but I have no assurance that I shall be able to do so. My ticket to heaven has no date marked for the journey...no return coupon...and no permit for baggage. Yes, I am ready to go and may not be here while you are talking next Sunday, but I shall meet you there someday."


THE BARBER

Shared by Dorothy Thornton

A man went to a barber-shop to have his hair and his beard cut as always. He started to have a good conversation with the barber who attended him.

They talked about so many things and various subjects. Suddenly, they touched the subject of God.

The barber said: "Look man, I don't believe that God exists as you say."

"Why do you say that?" -- asked the client.

Well, it's easy; you just have to go out in the street to realize that God does not exist. Tell me, if God existed, would there be so many sick people? Would there be abandoned children? If God existed, there would be no suffering nor pain. I can't think of a God who permits all of these things."

The client stopped for a moment to think but he didn't respond because he didn't want to start an argument. The barber finished his job and the client went out of the shop. Just after he left the barber-shop he saw a man in the street with long hair and a beard (it appeared that it had been a long time since this man had his hair cut and he looked so untidy).

Then the client again entered the barber-shop and he said to the barber: You know what? Barbers do NOT exist."

"How come they don't exist?" asked the barber. "I am here and I am a barber."

"No!" - the client exclaimed. "They don't exist because if they did there would be no people with long hair and beards like that man who walks in the street."

"Ah, barbers do exist, what happens is that people do not come to me."

"Exactly!" affirmed the client. "That's the point. God DOES exist, what happens is people don't go to Him and do not look for Him that's why there's so much pain and suffering in the world."

God does exist!


Do you like to have fun and know your Bible at the same time?
BIBLE TRIVIA QUIZZES
Lots of cool quizzes to test your Scriptural knowledge.


      THE BKM PLEDGE
 

As our long-time readers know,
I have always thought of "Making A Difference"
and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."
 

Without the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share
the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find, 
there would not be any magazine.
 

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it.
But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
 

I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY
FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST
EVERY SINGLE DAY
 

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER
TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS
THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
 

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED
PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions
through a mutually convenient Internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO US
telling us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs
as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life
and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 

WE NEED
REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(that's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS
IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES
AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES 
 

Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt
since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you."
(Luke 6:38)
    
AND
WE NEED
YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING
WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME,
TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
 

God bless you all.

David R. Holt


PRAYER

Courtesy of Share a Prayer
Dear LORD, please help me be a good sport in the game of life. I’m not asking for an easy place in the line-up.

In fact, put me anywhere You need me. I will always try to give You 100% of everything I have.

If all the hard drives seem to come my way, then I thank You for the compliment, knowing that You never send Your players more trouble than they can handle.

I also ask You LORD, to help me accept the bad breaks as part of the game and may I always play on the square despite what others may do. Help me to keep reading and studying “The Book” so I’ll always know the rules.

And if the natural turn of events goes against me and I’m benched either for sickness or old age, help me to accept that as part of the game too. Keep me from whimpering that I was framed or that I got a raw deal.

And lastly, my LORD, when my final inning comes, I ask for no laurels. My only goal is to know in my heart that I played as well as I could and that I didn’t let You down.


OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen. This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!  



If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.

Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (i.e.: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.

On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
 

 

TO BRING A SMILE





TO BRING A TEAR





  CHILDREN'S CORNER  





RECOMMENDED WEBSITES





DEVOTIONALS





GREAT LINKS


Please make the time to visit the web sites below.


Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,


most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.


A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.


If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:drh@belovedking.org" �email� us.


We would love to hear from you.


 


If you enjoy what these talented folk have created,


their names and contact information are on the pages.


So why not sign their guestbooks and add an encouraging comment.


 


If you have any difficulty opening links please see the instructions on the last page of this magazine.


 


* Indicates the site includes music


 


POEMS 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sandysworldonline.com/i_refuse.html" ��I Refuse� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.judysrealm.com/poets/various/invisible/index.html" ��Invisible Friend� *


� HYPERLINK "http://my.homewithgod.com/kylady4/Thelighthouse.html" ��The Lighthouse� *


� HYPERLINK "http://www.judysrealm.com/poets/unknown/beautiful_flower/index.html" ��The Most Beautiful Flower� *


� HYPERLINK "http://dedeswalkwithgod.com/Life_Is_Too_Short.html" ��Life Is Too Short� *


 


SONGS


� HYPERLINK "http://www.alighthouse.com/healer.htm" ��Lord, You Are The Healer� *


 


MESSAGES


The following is a very good example of Cheryl Curtis’ daily devotional messages


� HYPERLINK "http://www.godtoday.com/gods955.htm" ��Obedience�


� HYPERLINK "http://wandascountryhome.com/names/11.html" ��The Many Names Of Christ� *








   MAILBOX   





 EDITORIAL 


 





BEYOND PRISON








WHY I FOLLOW JESUS?


From Share A Prayer





You ask why I follow this Jesus?�Why I love Him the way that I do?�When the world's turned away from His teachings�and the people who serve Him are few.��It's not a reward that I'm after�or a gift that I hope to receive.�He's the Presence that calls for commitment�He's the Spirit I trust and believe.��For the Lord doesn't shelter His faithful,�or spare them from suffering and pain.�Like everyone else they’ll have burdens,�and walk through their fair share of rain.��Yet He gives us a plan and a purpose,�and a joy all that follow Him know.�Though we don’t know what’s coming tomorrow,�With Him we are never alone.��He's the love always there when we need it,�He's the words that redeem and inspire.�He’s the true light that came down from heaven,�that now burns in my heart like a fire.��Should you ask why I love my Lord Jesus?�Why friend, that's so easy to see,�but the thing that still fills me with wonder, �Is why Jesus loves someone like me.





Greater love has no one than this,


that he lay down his life for his friends.


You are my friends if you do what I command.


John 15:13, 14











Food For Thought


By Leslie A Turvey


SARS AND GOD'S LAW


You cannot break God's law, but if you disobey God's law...


	The recent Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) outbreak terrified the world like no other disease in recent history. Death was almost certain, and came in a matter of days. Not one doctor or medical association was ready for this new disease. Fortunately, through a concerted worldwide effort the outbreak was contained and, for the time being, SARS is no longer a threat.


   Hindsight has 20/20 vision, so it is said. Looking back to the SARS outbreak it's evident that disobedience of God's law gave SARS its get-go.


   The World Health Organization visited Foshan City, Guangdong Province, China, where the first known case of atypical pneumonia occurred. After considerable research it was determined the causative agent was an entirely new coronavirus. The infected person unknowingly spread the disease to others. With modern travel SARS quickly arrived in Toronto, Ontario, and almost shut the city down.


   Research teams in Hong Kong and China then announced detection of a SARS-like coronavirus in the masked palm civet and racoon-dog. These and other wild animals traditionally consumed as delicacies are sold for human consumption in markets throughout southern China. This is where God's law enters the scene.


   Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14 list which animals, birds, and sea life are safe, and which are unsafe for human consumption. Search as you will, you'll not find any of the cat or dog families listed among the clean animals -- safe for humans to eat.


   Hark! Is that the voice of dissent I hear? Is someone saying those musty Old Testament laws were nailed to Jesus' cross (Colossians 2:14)? Is someone else saying Paul claimed nothing is unclean of itself (Romans 14:14)? Ah, yes, and methinks I hear someone muttering about Peter's vision of a sheet full of all sorts of critters (Acts 10:9-16).


   Regardless of the arguments one might proffer, God's dietary laws of Moses' day are equally applicable today as they were four thousand years ago. The proof reveals itself in discoveries that link SARS with the eating of such animals as the palm civet and the racoon-dog.


   A similar discovery was made several years ago when the source of the AIDS virus was traced to Africa where another unclean animal was eaten regularly by humans. Monkeys, according to Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14 display the characteristics of unclean -- unfit for human consumption -- animals.


   You may rightfully argue nearly everything you can eat provides some nutrition for the human body, even monkeys. But monkeys also carry the Simian Immunodeficiency Virus (SIV) which, when it infects the human body becomes HIV, commonly called the AIDS virus. Yes, monkey meat, cat and dog meat, pig meat, and such, all provide some nutrition for the human body. But so does milk laced with cyanide.


   God created animals for various reasons. Horses and elephants are working animals. Pigs and shell-fish are part of the world's ecological garbage system. Cats and dogs and alligators were all created for their particular role in the scheme of life. But they were not created to be food for human beings.


   God gave us his dietary laws in Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14, not to stop us from enjoying such "delicacies" as the masked palm civet and the racoon-dog, but to show us what not to eat so we wouldn't destroy ourselves with animal-borne disease.


   The linking of the SARS virus, and the AIDS virus to the ingestion of unclean animals supports God's law. And as one minister told his congregation, "You cannot break God's law, but if you disobey God's law it will break you."














