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   Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to those who are reading their very first "Making A Difference." We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies.
Thank you once again to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.
    All magazines are sent in full by Bcc email. Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email. (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.) So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.
    When the magazine is returned "undeliverable" due to expired accounts or closed email boxes, the address will be flagged as invalid. However, this will be allowed to happen THREE TIMES in any 12 month period before the address is deleted from BKM records. Once removed, an address will not be recoverable and so the only way a reader can be reinstated will be if that reader personally writes requesting so.
    If any reader would prefer to receive a notice that the magazine is on the website rather than the full magazine, they will need to write requesting it that way. BKM will respect all such requests and those addresses will be filed separately so that there are no mix-ups.


A REQUEST

    After seeing a world map that our dear sister Linda Smallwood sent out showing all the countries that her “My Redeemer Lives” ministry has members in I got curious about Beloved King Ministries and just how many countries we have readers in.         

    As best I could, I found people on our lists in the following countries but I’m pretty sure that there several places not listed that we do actually have readers in. So, if your homeland is not listed, please send an email telling us where you live and we can add your country to the list.

Australia

Belgium
Brazil

Canada 
Chile

China 

Ecuador 
England 
Finland 
Germany

Greece 

Iceland 
India 

Indonesia
Israel

Italy


Jamaica 
Kenya 

Mexico 
Morocco

Netherlands

New Zealand 
Norway 
Peru 

Philippines

Puerto Rico

Romania
Scotland 
Singapore
Solomon Islands

South Africa

Sri Lanka
Sudan

Sweden 
Tanzania

Thailand

USA

Uruguay
Zambia

Zimbabwe



Destruction Before Prosperity

By Connie Giordano
    So many today are greeting one another with words and cards saying -"Have a very prosperous New Year!" But, how does true prosperity come to the Child of God? Does it come through wishful thinking or pompous New Year's Resolutions? Or does it come through obedience to God's Word? 
    Ecclesiastes 3:1-7 instructs us - "To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven...a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted...a time to break down, and a time to build up...a time to rend..."
    At the start of this New Year, what is God saying to His people? What time is it for us? In which season would He have us to be? A season of planting...plucking up...building...or a season of tearing down? 

    We can receive much instruction from observing the start of Jeremiah's ministry as well as the beginnings of Solomon's reign as King over the United Kingdom of Israel. 

    When God called Jeremiah, He gave him a word of Instruction - Jeremiah 1:10 - "See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant."                                                 
    Most people, in starting a ministry, are stirred up to build and to plant. They want to have something bigger and better than they ever saw before. They want their ministry to have a great impact and to make a difference in the lives of others. However, God's ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are generally contrary to our way of thinking. 

    Before Jeremiah was ever going to build and plant in his ministry, he had his work cut out for him of rooting out, pulling down, destroying, and throwing down. Most of us don't like this kind of work for it doesn't make us popular among others. 

    Yet, according to God's time clock, there cannot be any substantial building and planting until there is the necessary rooting out, pulling down, destroying, and throwing down. 

Psalm 18:30 - "As for God, His way is perfect." 
    At the start of Solomon's reign, he was told by his father David to deal with such characters as Joab(who proved treacherous to David) and Shimei(who cursed David when he went to Mahanaim.) 

    His first action in rising to the throne of Israel was to initially show mercy to Adonijah, his older brother, who attempted to steal the throne from him. However, after his Father's death, Adonijah revealed his true intent of still coveting the throne by asking for Abishag, David's concubine, to be his wife.  Resultantly, Solomon had him killed. Shortly after this, he had Joab killed, and three years later, Shimei was killed as well. 

    We see here that before Solomon could ever begin his rulership as King over Israel, he had to remove betrayers and any opposition from his life and kingdom. 

   At the start of this New Year of 2003, so many have great goals and aspirations for the upcoming year. However, judging from our two Scriptural examples, is it a time to build and plant? Or is God calling us as the Body of Christ first and foremost to rid ourselves of the evil in our paths before we attempt to go any where with Him in this New Year?
    Is not God asking you to rid yourself of all evil? 

    Is He not asking you to rid yourself of evil companionships and influences which will betray you and steal the affection of your heart for the Lord in this upcoming year? 

    Are there things in your life at this moment that are likened to an Adonijah and are betrayers which will ultimately usurp the throne of your heart and take you away from God and His Calling?

    Are their attitudes or affections presently in your heart that are likened to a Joab which will prove very treacherous unless immediately dealt with and annihilated? 

    Are there compromises and hypocrisies in your life likened to a Shimei which will turn on you in a split second? 

   What do you plan to do about them? 
    Is it a time to build and to plant? Not until evil is eradicated from our hearts, lives, homes, ministries, and churches! 
    No! It is the season for us - as the Body of Christ - to start this New Year by plucking up that which God had not planted over the last year in our lives. There are many thoughts that came to us that were not of Him. There were many ideas that came to us that were not directed by the Holy Spirit. It is time to let them all go and begin afresh! 

    It is a time to break down every stronghold of the devil in our lives. 

    It is time to recognize the enemy and his destructive work in our homes, families, relationships, ministries, etc. and have nothing more to do with his lies. 

    It is time to rend ourselves and our families from the strong pull of this world and its enticements. 

    It is time to determine like never before that we are going to live for God no matter what the cost! 

   What is God pinpointing in your life that you need to rid yourself of before this New Year gets off to a start? Will you obey Him? 

    If not, your year will be filled with one trouble after another from the Adonijah's, Joab's, and Shimei's that you have allowed to remain in your life. They will continuously and constantly prove to be a thorn in your flesh unless dealt with today! 

    1 Kings 2:2-3 - Read the Powerful Words of David to his son Solomon before leaving this world - "I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man; And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep His statutes, and His commandments, and His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself."                                                                                

    So many today are greeting one another with words and cards saying - "Have a very Prosperous New Year!" But, how does true Prosperity come to the Child of God? Does it come through wishful thinking or pompous New Year's Resolutions? Or does it come through obedience to God's Word as the above Scripture points out. 

    Also, read David's words in Psalm 1:1-3 to find the secret of true prosperity for this New Year ahead of us - "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in His law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." 

    God is calling for a rooting up of all evil from the lives of His people. 

    There will be no true prosperity in this upcoming year until the Adonijah's, the Joab's, and the Shimei's are removed from them. 

    Evil must be eradicated. 

    Compromise must go. 

    Worldliness must be thrown out. 

    Flesh must be crucified. 

    Then and only then will it be a time to build and to plant. Then and only then will we enjoy true prosperity in this upcoming year.

1 Corinthians 3:9-11 - "For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."


EDITORIAL

  One of our readers wrote to me the other day saying, “I have always believed that redemption was completed at the Cross as Jesus himself said, “It is finished.” However, I have recently read that it will be complete at the Second Coming but I do not know where the writer is coming from and why she taught this.” 

    This set me to thinking and, in particular, wondering how many other readers may be thinking just as this one. As this is SO important to the basic understanding of the redemption message, I decided to make my response by way of this month’s editorial.

    Firstly, let me state very clearly that this reader’s beliefs are "left-overs" from mainstream (and other) denominations. When Jesus said, "It is finished." He was referring to His work here on earth. I'm sure, if you really think about it, you will understand that the WHOLE work of redemption is NOT finished. If it were then we would be in the Kingdom now wouldn't we? And we're NOT! 

    I KNOW that the vast majority of you believe in and understand the "second coming" and, when you really think about it, if Jesus is coming back, He is coming FOR A REASON. True? In fact, the Bible is full of explanations of that reason. Where people get confused is between redemption and salvation or, to be more correct, between justification and salvation. When Jesus died He had done everything He possibly could as a human being to save the world. 

    He had defeated sin (because He died sinless - it had never "got" Him) but He HADN’T, at that point in time, defeated death. It was not until three days later, when He rose from the dead that He defeated death. But, even then, He had not COMPLETELY defeated Satan. Yes, He HAD beaten Satan's ultimate weapon (death) and thus rendered him impotent (to the faithful) but Satan, as you well know, still runs around looking for someone to steal, kill and destroy. So it won't be COMPLETELY finished until Satan and all his followers go into the lake of fire as described in Revelation, chapter 20. 

    I prayed about this and asked the Lord to give me an illustration to help explain it. Like Jesus, I have always liked analogies (as those of you have read my book “God’s deal With YOU” will know). Jesus used them all the time. He called them parables. So I hope this will make sense to you because I'm sure that the Holy Spirit just put it into my head! 

    Imagine you are making a jelly (you American readers call it jell-o) for your family's dessert. You mix up the crystals with the hot water and pour the mixture into the mould and put it somewhere to set. When you have done that, you might well say to your children, "It is finished" because you have done everything. But if they go and lift that mould up and turn it over, the warm liquid will pour out because it isn't a jelly yet! However, if they do that in a few hours time, it will plop out onto the serving dish and be a solid jelly won't it? So THAT is when THE WHOLE PROCESS is finished isn't it?

    In just the same way, when Jesus willingly took the sins of the entire world, past, present and future upon His sinless self and paid the prescribed penalty (The wages of sin are death – Romans 6:23), He GUARANTEED salvation for everyone. All WE have to do is accept that gift of grace and prove our acceptance by making every effort to be obedient to His Commandments. Then, when Jesus returns, as He promised he would, we will taken up to be with Him in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:17) and then, at the end of His thousand-year reign, when the Holy City descends from heaven and Satan and his followers are finally destroyed in the lake of fire. It will, indeed, be finished! 

    If you were (I say "were" in the hope that I HAVE satisfactorily explained it!) like our reader who wrote don't feel in any way inferior because of it because you were definitely in the majority with an old but erroneous belief. But that doesn’t make it right does it? In actual fact it is just one more example of one verse of the Bible being taken out of context and then used wrongly. May the Holy Spirit quicken this message to your heart as the time inexorably approaches for Jesus’ return.

DRH

lCircle Of Friends * 
 MAILBOX
Urgent Prayer Request

From regular contributor to Making A Difference, Connie Giordano

Please pray for my Brother-in-law Rick who is 53 years old. A while back he had a stroke which affected the Optic Nerve in his right eye and left him totally blind in that eye. Recently, the condition has gone to the left eye which is losing sight as well. He is now legally blind. The doctors say there is no remedy or reversal of this condition. Rick and my sister Maryann are ministers of the Gospel and are believing for a Mighty Miracle from God. Please join with my family and I in earnest prayer for God to restore what the devil stole here. We know and believe that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever and is still in the Miracle-Working Business! Thank you on behalf of my family for your love and prayers. 

Connie Giordano.
 

Callings, Gifts and Fruits

I was reading about callings in a Bible Study yesterday.  I started thinking about that and Spiritual Gifts.  Could Spiritual Gifts and Callings be one in the same?  Or, would they be different? 

KC

Spiritual gifts and callings are not one and the same. HOWEVER, in order to be able to fulfil (spiritual) callings, you will undoubtedly require certain spiritual gifts. Thus, if you are called to teach spiritual things, you will certainly need the gift of teaching (ability). If you are called to heal, then, without the spiritual gift of healing, you will just be another doctor relying on man's natural devices whereas, WITH the gift of spiritual healing, you will perform SUPERnatural miracles.
Bear in mind that there are the GIFTS of the Spirit (as defined in 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 and Ephesians 4:11) and there are the FRUITS of the Spirit (defined in Galatians 5:22, 23 and Colossians 3:12-14). Whilst being inexorably linked, the two are quite separate and different. That is to say that, WITHOUT the GIFTS, a person cannot produce the FRUITS. In other words, the FRUITS are EVIDENCE of the GIFTS.
In this way, it is possible, for example, for a person to SAY that he or she has received the gift of salvation but, unless that person DEMONSTRATES the fact by their fruit(s), they are, as 1 Corinthians 13:1 says, "a sounding gong or a clashing cymbal." Thus the FRUIT of a person's stated acceptance of Jesus' indescribable gift of grace, is OBEDIENCE. As Jesus Himself said in John 14:15, "If you love Me, keep My Commandments." and, as the same writer (John) later stated, "The man who says, 'I know Him' and does not do as He commands is a liar and the truth is not in him." (1 John 2:4).
So it is that millions of people who SAY they are Christians (which is another way of saying, "I know Him") are actually liars (the Scriptural wording - not mine!) because they have wilfully chosen to "keep holy" Satan's counterfeit, substitute "sabbath" on the first day of each week rather than obey what Jesus commanded in Exodus 20:8-11 and keep the SEVENTH day holy. 
Another example is people who walk into churches and bow down to a "graven image" of the very instrument of torture and death that was used to kill the Saviour of the world. Not to mention people who kneel before statues of dead people (who know not anything - Ecclesiastes 9:5) and pray to them. They break the Divine Law of Exodus 20:4, 5.
The only definition of the word "sin" in the whole Bible is in 1 John 3:4 where we are told that "sin is transgression of the law" and, as Hebrews 10:26 says, if they continue to sin after receiving the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sin remains. In other words, Jesus cannot be crucified again and verse 27 clearly defines what such people can expect.
Thus, it is the FRUIT of the Spirit that actually evidences whether or not a person is REALLY a Christian or whether he or she is just paying "lip-service" to some apostate church that has the shameful audacity to call itself "Christian."  DRH
Being Healed

The following excerpt from an email recently received from a reader prompted me to make some observations.

I’ve been sick and this came at a bad time for me to do it justice. I need some help again. 

Laura

Now what's this about you being sick Laura? I hope that it's nothing serious and that, by the time you receive this, you will be proving 1 Peter 2:24. Satan lays symptoms on you and hopes that you're going to believe them because what you SAY is what you will have. So, if you SAY, "I am sick" then that is what you will be! But, if you SAY, "By Jesus' stripes I HAVE BEEN HEALED" then THAT is what you will be! You see, if you think about it, to be healed MUST first require something to be healed OF! 

So being sick isn't necessarily your fault (it’s only your fault if you are persisting in doing something that you know makes you sick – like smoking for example). STAYING sick is what puts you into a position of unbelief. Therefore, the very moment you feel or see any symptoms of sickness, CLAIM the promise and Satan is immediately rendered powerless. DRH 


I Know

Author Unknown
Shared by Ronnie Leviner

I know He is the beginning, so why do I worry about the end?
I know He is the creator, so why do I wonder who will destroy?
I know He has forgiven me, so why can't I forgive myself?
I know He is a healer, so why do I speak of sickness?
I know to serve is to obey, so why am I continually disobedient to His Commandments?
I know He can do all things, so why do I say I can't?
I know He will protect me, so why do I fear?
I know He will supply all my needs, so why can't I wait?
I know He is my strength and my salvation, so why do I feel weak?
I know that everything and everyone has a season, so why when someone's season is over do I weep instead of rejoice?
I know He is the right way, so why do I go the wrong way?
I know He is the light, so why do I choose to walk in darkness?
I know that whatever I ask of GOD, GOD will give me, so why am I scared to ask?
I know tomorrow is not promised, so why do I put off for tomorrow what I can do today?
I know that the truth shall make me free, so why do I continue to lie?
I know He gives us revelation knowledge and understanding, so why do I lean on my own understanding?
I know I should live in the spirit as well as walk in the spirit, so why do I choose to live in the spirit but walk in the flesh?
I know that when praises go up blessings come down, so why do I refuse to praise Him?
I know I am saved, so why do I refuse the word He has given me?
I know He has a plan for me, so why am I rushing it because I am eager to do His will, when it is His time not my time?


QUOTABLE QUOTE

Shared by Dorothy Thornton

    "A young man whose father is a carpenter grows up working in his father's shop.  He has no formal education.  He owns no property of any kind.  One day he puts down his tools and walks out of his father's shop.  He starts preaching on street corners and in the nearby countryside.  Walking from place to place preaching all the while even though he is in no way an ordained minister he never gets farther than an area perhaps 100 miles wide at the most.  He does this for three years.  Then he is arrested, tried and convicted.  There is no court of appeal so he is executed at age 33 along with two common thieves.  Those in charge of his execution roll dice to see who gets his clothing -- the only possessions he has.  His family cannot afford a burial place so he is interred in a borrowed tomb.  End of story?  No! This uneducated, propertyless young man who preached on street corners for only three years who left no written word has for 2000 years had a greater effect on the entire world than all the rulers, kings and emperors, all the conquerors, the generals and admirals, all the scholars, scientists and philosophers who ever lived -- all put together.  How do we explain that? ...Unless he really was what he said he was."

Ronald Reagan 


"God's Deal With YOU"
By David Rex Holt
GET YOUR COPY NOW
195,000 WORDS - 418 PAGES
JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING
CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM
 

    God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                 
Yvette Burleigh
 


A VERY GOOD IDEA!

Shared by Geneva Attwell

    Dear Friends and Family:

      You may have heard in the news that a couple of Post Offices in Texas have been forced to take down small posters that say "IN GOD WE TRUST".  The law they say they are violating is something silly about electioneering posters. (Is God running for office?)  
    Anyway, I heard proposed on a radio station show, that we all write "IN GOD WE TRUST" on the back of all our mail.  After all, that is our national motto, and on all the money we use to buy those stamps.  I think it is a wonderful idea.  We must take back our nation from all the people that think that anything that offends them should be removed.  If you like this idea, please pass it on, and DO IT.

Editor’s note: Why restrict this to America? I would like to not only endorse the idea but to encourage EVERY Christian, wherever you live to do this. Wouldn’t it be great if some company produced nice colourful stickers to seal our mail with!


GREAT LINKS
Please make the time to visit the web sites below.
Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,
most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.
A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.
If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please email us.
We would love to hear from you.
 

* Indicates the site includes music
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Pathways to Peace *

 

MESSAGES
We Love You Lord *
He Heals The Broken Hearted *

Hold Onto Your Anchor *

God Smiled *

Something To Think About * 
 

POEMS
Angel Blessings *

Two Little Words *

Because *

I Want To Follow Jesus *

 



BRIGHTEN YOUR CORNER

Author Unknown

Shared by Yvette Burleigh

We cannot all be famous
Or be listed in "Who's Who",
But every person, great or small,
Has important work to do.

For seldom do we realize
The importance of small deeds,
Or to what degree of greatness
Unnoticed kindness leads.

For it's not the big celebrity
In a world of fame and praise,
But it's doing unpretentiously
In an undistinguished way.

The work that God assigned to us,
Unimportant as it seems,
That makes our task outstanding,
And brings reality to dreams.

So do not sit and idly wish
For wider, new dimensions
Where you can put into practice,
Your many good intentions.

But at the spot God placed you
Begin at once to do,
Little things to brighten up
The lives surrounding you.

If everybody brightened up
The spot where they are standing,
By being more considerate,
And a little less demanding.

This dark old world would very soon
Eclipse the evening star,
If everybody brightened up
The corner where they are!


  DEVOTIONALS 

If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and Scripturally sound daily devotionals,
I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites
where you can read some past messages and enrol for the daily mailings.

Here’s a great gift idea for someone really special.

Go to
God Today - Daily Word
Click ARCHIVE at the top left

Print out each devotional for a month or even a year

(the graphics are beautiful)

and put them into a pretty binder.

Here’s a sample of Cheryl’s writing (To see the actual presentation, click here. 

The enemy’s most destructive weapons are much of the time presented to us beautifully packaged, with great appeal, targeted directly at our weakness. When he comes at us roaring, we have no doubt about his motive, and are aware of the danger. It is when his words are presented with a ring of truth, and twisted with a bit of logic, that we can find ourselves vulnerable. Before we know it, we find ourselves nibbling the bait at the end of his hook. It’s easy to resist evil when its obvious that it is evil. We have to remain alert and not become so secure that we become careless. We must remain well grounded in His word and, in our faith, it will enable us to resist his deceptiveness and cause him to leave us. He can search for souls to devour but we do not have to be his target.
A Note From Heaven *
Take this link to The Father's Place where you can subscribe to daily encouragement.
Morning Spirit Lift
To be honest, I don't know how Deb does what she does every day!
Walking In Truth
A hard-hitting daily message by Connie M Giordano.
Life Changing Love
A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.
Eddy Ministries
Written in contemporary English they are insightful, entertaining and educational.  



RECOMMENDED WEBSITES
Amazing Facts
Reaching the world with God's end-time message
By Doug Batchelor
 The Advent Message
The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH
By Brent Whinfield



 

TO BRING A SMILE


TEXAS CHURCH*

Shared by Jerry and Nancy Wall



DEAR PASTOR,
Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been a good boy all week. I am Peter Peterson.
Sincerely, Pete   Age 9, Phoenix

 My father should be a minister. Every day he gives us a sermon about something.
Robert   Age 11, Anderson

I'm sorry I can't leave more money in the plate, but my father didn't give me a raise in my allowance.
Could you have a sermon about a raise in my allowance?
Love, Patty   Age 10, New Haven

My mother is very religious. She goes to play bingo at church every week even if she has a cold.
Yours truly,  Annette   Age 9, Albany

I would like to go to heaven someday because I know my brother won't be there.
Stephen   Age 8, Chicago

I think a lot more people would come to your church if you moved it to Disneyland.
Loreen   Age 9, Tacoma

I liked your sermon where you said that good health is more important then money but I still want a raise in my allowance.
Sincerely, Eleanor   Age 12, Sarasota

Please pray for all the airline pilots. I am flying to California tomorrow.
Laurie   Age 10, New York City

I hope to go to heaven some day but later than sooner.
Love, Ellen   Age 9, Athens

Please say a prayer for our little league team. We need God's help or a new pitcher.
Thank you. Alexander   Age 10, Raleigh

My father says I should learn the Ten Commandments. 

But I don't think I want to because we have enough rules already in my house.
Joshua   Age 10, South Pasadena

Are there any devils on earth? I think there may be one in my class.
Carla   Age 10, Salina

I liked your sermon. Especially when it was finished.
Ralph   Age 11, Akron

How does God know the good people from the bad people?
Do you tell him or does he read about it in the newspapers?
Sincerely, Marie   Age 9, Lewiston



   

AND,

TO BRING A TEAR 


The Reflections Of Someone Who Missed A Chance 

To Make A Difference 

Shared by Darrell Foreman
«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:»§«:*´`³¤³´`*:»

The mall was over crowded,
Shoppers rushed from store to store.
Nobody paid attention,
As she crouched there on the floor.

She didn't look in trouble,
And she didn't seem afraid.
Apparently she stopped to rest,
She did not need my aid.

A little girl of 8 or 9,
And cute as she could be.
I wondered should I stop and ask
If she needs help from me?

I wondered if her mother
Had just left her there alone.
I thought as I walked by her,
In my haste to get back home.

As I left the mall,
I couldn't get her off my mind.
Did that little girl need help?
Was I just acting blind?

It bothered me so much,
I had to go back in the mall.
I have to get this settled in my mind
Once-and-for-all.

The mall began to close,
I heard some chain doors coming down.
But as I looked,
The little girl was nowhere to be found.

Is it my imagination,
That again is running wild?
Thinking I had lost my chance,
To help this poor lost child.

I guess she must be fine,
Or she would still be sitting here.
I get way too emotional
At this time each year.

I had to leave and get back home,
Where it was safe and warm.
The weather forecast for that night,
A chilling winter storm.

Late that night it happened,
As the weather station said.
Frigid cold and heavy snow,
While I was snug in bed.

In the morning,
I awoke to winter's nasty caper.
The only place I'd go that day,
Was out to get my paper.

Cozy in my kitchen,
With my news and cup of tea.
But as I saw the front page,
It just devastated me.

On the front page down below,
A little headline read.
"At the local shopping mall,
A little girl found dead."

It was 4 A.M. this morning,
When police received the call.
The caller said "a little girl was dead
Behind the mall."

It was the chilling elements,
That brought her close to death.
As she lay down she fell asleep,
And breathed her final breath.

I could not read the rest of it,
As I began to weep.
While I slept safe,
A little girl had frozen in her sleep.

Many years have passed me now,
But it still haunts my dreams.
Was the little girl they found,
The same one I had seen?

I can't forget that little girl,
No matter how I try.
But now when someone seems in need,
I never pass them by.

The lesson I have learned from this,
Was difficult but true.
The last chance that SOMEONE may have,
Could very well be YOU.


Sacrificial Visitor
By Max Lucado

Shared by Darrell Forman
    An old man walks down a Florida beach. The sun sets like an orange ball on the horizon. The waves slap the sand. The smell of saltwater stings the air. The beach is vacant. No sun to entice the sunbathers. Not enough light for the fishermen. So, aside from a few joggers and strollers, the gentleman is alone.

    He carries a bucket in his bony hand. A bucket of shrimp. It's not for him. It's not for the fish. It's for the sea gulls.

    He walks to an isolated pier cast in gold by the setting sun. He steps out to the end of the pier. The time has come for the weekly ritual.

    He stands and waits.

    Soon the sky becomes a mass of dancing dots. The evening silence gives way to the screeching of birds. They fill the sky and then cover the moorings. They are on a pilgrimage to meet the old man.

    For a half hour or so, the bushy-browed, shoulder-bent gentleman will stand on the pier, surrounded by the birds of the sea, until his bucket is empty.

    But even after the food is gone, his feathered friends still linger. They linger as if they're attracted to more than just food. They perch on his hat. They walk on the pier. And they all share a moment together.

    The old man on the pier couldn't go a week without saying "thank you."

    His name was Eddie Rickenbacker. If you were alive in October 1942, you probably remember the day that he was reported missing at sea.

    He had been sent on a mission to deliver a message to Gen. Douglas MacArthur. With a handpicked crew in a B-17 known as the "Flying Fortress," he set off across the South Pacific. Somewhere the crew became lost, the fuel ran out, and the plane went down.

    All eight crew members escaped into the life rafts. They battled the weather, the water, the sharks, and the sun. But most of all, they battled the hunger. After eight days, their rations were gone. They ran out of options. It would take a miracle for them to survive.

    And a miracle occurred.

    After an afternoon devotional service, the men said a prayer and tried to rest. As Rickenbacker was dozing with his hat over his eyes, something landed on his head. He would later say that he knew it was a sea gull. He didn't know how he knew; he just knew. That gull meant food. . . if he could catch it. And he did.

    The flesh was eaten. The intestines were used as fish bait. And the crew survived.

    What was a sea gull doing hundreds of miles away from land?

    Only God knows.

    But whatever the reason, Rickenbacker was thankful. As a result, every Friday evening this old captain walked to the pier, his bucket full of shrimp and his heart full of thanks.

    We'd be wise to do the same. We've much in common with Rickenbacker. We, too, were saved by a Sacrificial Visitor.

    We, too, were rescued by One who journeyed far from only God knows where.

    And we, like the captain, have every reason to look into the sky . . . and worship.  


Reap What You Sow
Shared By Yvette Burleigh
    An emperor in the Far East was growing old and knew it was time to choose His successor.  Instead of choosing one of his assistants or his children, he decided something different.
    He called young people in the kingdom together one day.  He said, "It is time for me to step down and choose the next emperor.   I have decided to choose one of you."

    The kids were shocked! But the emperor continued.   "I am going to give each one of you a seed today, one very special seed.   I want you to plant the seed, water it and come back here one year from today with what you have grown from this one seed.   I will then judge the plants that you bring, and the one I choose will be the next emperor!"

    One boy named Ling was there that day and he, like the others, received a seed.   He went home and excitedly told his mother the story.   She helped him get a pot and planting soil, and he planted the seed and watered it carefully.

    Every day he would water it and watch to see if it had grown. After about 3 weeks, some of the other youths began to talk about their seeds and the plants that were beginning to grow.   Ling kept checking his seed, but nothing ever grew.   3 weeks, 4 weeks, 5 weeks went by. Still nothing.

    By now, others were talking about their plants but Ling didn't have a plant, and he felt like a failure.   6 months went by; still nothing in Ling's pot.   He just knew he had killed his seed. Everyone else had trees and tall plants, but he had nothing.

    Ling didn't say anything to his friends, however.  He just kept waiting for his seed to grow.   A year finally went by and all the youths of the kingdom brought their plants to the emperor for inspection.

    Ling told his mother that he wasn't going to take an empty pot but his Mother said he must be honest about what happened.   Ling felt sick to his stomach, but he knew his Mother was right.

    He took his empty pot to the palace.   When Ling arrived, he was amazed at the variety of plants grown by the other youths.   They were beautiful-in all shapes and sizes.   Ling put his empty pot on the floor and many of the other kids laughed at him.   A few felt sorry for him and just said, "Hey nice try."

    When the emperor arrived, he surveyed the room and greeted the young people.   Ling just tried to hide in the back.   "My, what great plants, trees and flowers you have grown," said the emperor.  "Today, one of you will be appointed the next emperor!"

    All of a sudden, the emperor spotted Ling at the back of the room with his empty pot.  He ordered his guards to bring him to the front.   Ling was terrified.   "The emperor knows I'm a failure! Maybe he will have me killed!"

    When Ling got to the front, the Emperor asked his name.   "My name is Ling," he replied.   All the kids were laughing and making fun of him.   The emperor asked everyone to quiet down.

    He looked at Ling, and then announced to the crowd, "Behold your new emperor!   His name is Ling!"  Ling couldn't believe it.   Ling couldn't even grow his seed.   How could he be the new emperor?

    Then the emperor said, "One year ago today, I gave everyone here a seed.   I told you to take the seed, plant it, water it, and bring it back to me today.   But I gave you all boiled seeds, which would not grow.   All of you, except Ling, have brought me trees and plants and flowers.   When you found that the seed would not grow, you substituted another seed for the one I gave you.

    Ling was the only one with the courage and honesty to bring me a pot with my seed in it.   Therefore, he is the one who will be the new emperor!"

 

If you plant honesty, you will reap trust.

If you plant goodness, you will reap friends.

If you plant humility, you will reap greatness.

If you plant perseverance, you will reap victory.

If you plant consideration, you will reap harmony.

If you plant hard work, you will reap success.

If you plant forgiveness, you will reap reconciliation.

If you plant openness, you will reap intimacy.

If you plant patience, you will reap improvements.

If you plant faith, you will reap miracles.


But:
If you plant dishonesty, you will reap distrust.

If you plant selfishness, you will reap loneliness.

If you plant pride, you will reap destruction.

If you plant envy, you will reap trouble.

If you plant laziness, you will reap stagnation.

If you plant bitterness, you will reap isolation.

If you plant greed, you will reap loss.

If you plant gossip, you will reap enemies.

If you plant worries, you will reap wrinkles.
If you plant sin, you will reap guilt.
    So be careful what you plant now, it will determine what you will reap tomorrow.
 

    The seeds you now scatter will make life worse, or better your life or the ones who will come after. Yes, someday, you will enjoy the fruits, or you will pay for the choices you plant today.
 



Not Our Fruit

Shared by Dorothy Thornton
    A voyaging ship was wrecked during a storm at sea and only two of the men on it were able to swim to a small, desert like island.

    The two survivors, not knowing what else to do, agreed that they had no other recourse but to pray to God.

    However, to find out whose prayer was more powerful, they agreed to divide the territory between them and stay on opposite sides of the island.

    The first thing they prayed for was food. The next morning, the first man saw a fruit-bearing tree on his side of the land, and he was able to eat its fruit. The other man's parcel of land remained barren.

    After a week, the first man was lonely and he decided to pray for a wife. The next day, another ship was wrecked, and the only survivor was a woman who swam to his side of the land. On the other side of the island, there was nothing.

    Soon the first man prayed for a house, clothes, more food. The next day, like magic, all of these were given to him. However, the second man still had nothing.

    Finally, the first man prayed for a ship, so that he and his wife could leave the island. In the morning, he found a ship docked at his side of the island. The first man boarded the ship with his wife and decided to leave the second man on the island.

    He considered the other man unworthy to receive God's blessings, since none of his prayers had been answered. 

    As the ship was about to leave, the first man heard a voice from heaven booming, "Why are you leaving your companion on the island?"

    "My blessings are mine alone, since I was the one who prayed for them," the first man answered. "His prayers were all unanswered and so he does not deserve anything."

    "You are mistaken!" the voice rebuked him. "He had only one prayer, which I answered. If not for that, you would not have received any of my blessings."

    "Tell me," the first man asked the voice, "What did he pray for that I should owe him anything?"

    "He prayed that all your prayers be answered."

    For all we know, our blessings are not the fruits of our prayers alone, but those of another praying for us. 
  



BEYOND PRISON
Testimony From Prison (part 2)

 

    Greetings! Last month I shared part one of Norman's testimony. Here is the conclusion of what happens with Norman. 

 

     I was like the man that James talked about in the Bible (1:22-24). I was a hearer and not a doer. I saw my face in the mirror and as soon as I walked away, I forgot what kind of man I was! I was like the man that Jesus warned us about in Matthew 7: 24-27. I had built my house on sand like the foolish man! My body became like the house that Jesus talked about in Matthew 12:43-45. After sweeping my house (SELF) clean, seven other spirits more wicked than the first came in and made me worse than before! 

     I was using drugs, drinking alcohol, pimping, sleeping with harlots, robbing, stealing, selling drugs, fighting people, fornicating, committing adultery and lying. I was pitiful! This went on for about six months until God had enough. He couldn't allow me to hurt myself or others any longer. I was on the wide and broad path on my way to destruction! While I was on that path, destruction met me and now I am back in jail. Since that day of my arrest, I've been here in jail for four years and one month. The Father God has taken back everything He had given me. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. (Job 1:21) What I learned and took heed to was, God will give and take at HIS discretion. The best thing out of all this is He didn't take His Holy Spirit away from me permanently! I am most thankful for that! Another thing I learned from this experience is that you can't play with God! You can't be lukewarm! We're either His or we're not! We can't go back and forth. We read about that in Matthew 12:43-45. It is mentioned in Luke 9:62, that no one, having put his hand to the plough and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God. 

     God has taken away everything I asked Him for while I was in jail. He also took everything that He gave me when I was in the free world. He took my freedom, my bail, and allowed the death penalty clause to be put back. I no longer have my helpmate, my home, my job and my car. It is my own fault. 

     Since I have been incarcerated these last four years, I've learned a lot about God and Christ and have grown closer to them. I learned how to fight Satan and his helpers. God has revealed to me a lot of things and ways Satan goes about trying to take our minds off of God. God has revealed to me how to overcome temptations, as well. One of the ways is to nip it in the bud. You must try to recognize the temptation as soon as it comes your way. Once you are confronted with it, silently or out loud, say, "I rebuke you Satan, in Jesus' Name", or simply just think of Jesus. Fight him with verses out of the Bible. That is why it is good to memorize Scriptures and verses out of the Bible. By doing that and reading the Bible, along with praying and applying the Scriptures to your life daily, it will help you to recognize Satan's tricks and you'll be able to defeat him a lot easier. 

     I've learned how to be thankful and grateful for everything, no matter how small it is! God has given me a humble heart and allowed me to be persevering and steadfast in all circumstances. 

     God continues to bless me daily and although it's been four years in here, away from my family, He still has a plan for me. I am in trial right now as you read this and if I am found guilty of the charges, I'll get life in jail or the death penalty. I know God has a better plan for me.

     I am now 26 years old and have two little children out there. Even though I did not commit the murder, the law states that if you were there when the crime took place, you are just as guilty as the actual killer. So my beloved friends, send up some prayers to God for me and the victim's family and agree with me in prayer that God will deliver me out of this situation that I am in.

     God Bless you all!

 

    Well, as you can see, Norman does need a lot of prayer. What encourages me is the way the Lord is using his incarceration to teach Norman lessons in life and to bring Norman into the proper relationship with Him. Norman was not sincere with his first encounter with God. Only time can tell if he is really sincere now, but one thing I know from writing to him for 3 years. His letters are full of testimonies of the grace of God in his situation and he shares how much he loves the Lord and wants to live for Him. We all have temptation to overcome in our lives and for some, such as Norman; the pulls of the world overtake them. I believe that once Norman gets grounded in the Word and is planted firmly in Christ, only then will he be able to overcome and have the victory he so desires. He is still a young Christian and I praise God that He has turned to the only One who can bring real justice in his situation. Please pray for Norman and if anybody feels led to write to Norman, please contact me, and I will share with you how you can send him a card or letter to encourage him. May the Lord richly bless you!
 

Yvette Burleigh
crazyclicker@hotmail.com
Prison Fellowship Ministries
P.O. Box 17500
Washington, DC 20041-0500
(703) 478-0100
www.prisonfellowship.org 



    CHILDREN'S CORNER

Just From Mother

Shared by Laura Lancaster
Just for this morning, I am going to step over the laundry, and pick you up and take you to the park to play.

Just for this morning, I will leave the dishes in the sink, and let you teach me how to put that puzzle of yours together.
Just for this afternoon, I will unplug the telephone and keep the computer off, and sit with you in the backyard and blow bubbles.

Just for this afternoon, I will not yell once, not even a tiny grumble when you scream and whine for the ice cream truck, and I will buy you one if he comes by.

Just for this afternoon, I won't worry about what you are going to be when you grow up, or second guess every decision I have made where you are concerned.

Just for this afternoon, I will let you help me bake cookies, and I won't stand over you trying to fix them. Just for this afternoon, I will take us to McDonald's and buy us both a Happy Meal so you can have both toys.

Just for this evening, I will hold you in my arms and tell you a story about how you were born and how much I love you.

Just for this evening, I will let you splash in the tub and not get angry.

Just for this evening, I will let you stay up late while we sit on the porch and count all the stars.

Just for this evening, I will snuggle beside you for hours, and miss my favourite TV shows. Just for this evening when I run my finger through your hair as you pray, I will simply be grateful that God has given me the greatest gift ever given.

I will think about the mothers And fathers who are searching for their missing children, the mothers and fathers who are visiting their children's graves instead of their bedrooms, and mothers and fathers who are in hospital rooms watching their children suffer senselessly, and screaming inside that they can't handle it anymore.

And when I kiss you good night I will hold you a little tighter, a little longer. It is then, that I will thank God for you, and ask him for nothing, except one more day.............



  Do you like to have fun and know your Bible at the same time?
BIBLE TRIVIA QUIZZES
Lots of cool quizzes to test your Scriptural knowledge.
 



       THE BKM PLEDGE
 

As our long-time readers know,
I have always thought of "Making A Difference"
and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."
 

Without the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share
the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find, 
there would not be any magazine.
 

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it.
But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
 

I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY
FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST
EVERY SINGLE DAY
 

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER
TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS
THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
 

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED
PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions
through a mutually convenient Internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO OUR PRAYER MINISTRY COORDINATOR
telling us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs
as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life
and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 

WE NEED
REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(that's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS
IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES
AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES
 Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt
since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you."
(Luke 6:38)
    
AND, MOST OF ALL
WE NEED
YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING
WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME,
TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
God bless you all

David R. Holt
 



PRAYER

By Linda Smallwood

Heavenly Father, I come before You this new day of a new year.

I ask Lord that You strengthen our faith, give us wisdom and knowledge Father.

Give us the desire Lord, to do everything according to Your will.

Lead us father, in the Holy Spirit to walk, talk, hear, and see according to Your holy word.

Let us be Your beacon of light to lead others right to You.

Father, I ask that we all become doers and not just hearers.

Strengthen our ministries, give us Your holy fire Lord, that burns deeply in our hearts to serve You, and serve You well.

Lord, I ask that Your holy power and authority may be felt by the world, so unbelievers will repent and turn to You.

I ask Lord that Your Holy Spirit will consume Your children.

Strengthen us where we are weak, lead us when we feel lost, comfort us when we feel alone.

I ask Lord that this year be totally and completely devoted to You.

I ask Lord, that we all realize it is not our will, but Your will Lord!

Father, strip away flesh layer by layer in all Your children.

Let us walk in spirit Lord, so that we may glorify You!

Let us get to the point Father, that not one of Your children will be accountable for willing sins.
Let us run the race Lord, letting nothing stop us from reaching the finish line.

I am proclaiming right now Lord, that the year 2003 is the year of the Lord!

Where we are lacking Lord provide for us. 

Where we are slacking Lord, discipline us.

Anything that is not of You Lord, purge it out of us.

Where there is willing sin in our lives, Lord give us the authority to bind and rebuke it; not giving Satan any authority over us in our lives.

I ask Lord that You pour Your love and compassion in our hearts for all Your children.

Silence our lips Lord, if what comes out of our mouths is not Your words.

Stop the gossip, slander and strife among the brothers Lord.

I ask that we uplift, and encourage and love others just as You would Lord.

I plead the blood of Jesus over anyone who receives this prayer.

The blood of Jesus is over them, their lives, families, ministries, finances, health.

In the mighty name of Jesus Christ.
This is the year of the Lord! Amen Amen!
We praise Your holy name Jesus.
Thank You Lord for all You have done, are doing and will continue to do!
 



 OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen. This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.
Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (ie: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.
On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
 

 

 

 

