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Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.
(1 John 4:4)


  Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to those who are reading their very first "Making A Difference." We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies.
    Thank you once again to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
    Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
    If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.
    All magazines are sent in full by Bcc email. Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download unless you specifically include Making A Difference on your acceptable list. If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email. (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.) So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.
    When the magazine is returned "undeliverable" due to expired accounts or closed email boxes, the address will be flagged as invalid. However, this will be allowed to happen THREE TIMES in any 12-month period before the address is deleted from BKM records. Once removed, an address will not be recoverable and so the only way a reader can be reinstated will be if that reader personally writes requesting so.
    If any reader would prefer to receive a notice that the magazine is on the website rather than the full magazine, they will need to write requesting it that way. BKM will respect all such requests and those addresses will be filed separately so that there are no mix-ups.


Call To Prayer
9/11 One Year Later
Reflections of 911 *
One Year Later - We Remember
A Time For Remembering *


Alone In The Crowd
By Joe Crews
If you don't read anything else this month, read this.


There are three sorts of people in the world.
Those who make things happen.
Those who watch things happen.
And those who say, "What happened?"
Which are you?


Witnessing
By Julio Ochoa
    Whatever our eloquence, however smoothly and easily words flow off our lips, or even however upright our lives, we have no witness if we have nothing to witness about. As followers of Jesus, however, that should never be our problem, for we have the greatest news to tell the world, the greatest being the sacrifice of Christ in behalf of humanity.
    Indeed we must always keep the cross and Christ crucified on that cross, as the focal point of all that we say, because here the greatest example of love, mercy and grace is revealed.
    There had probably never been a king worse than Menasseh in Judah. His evil was unsurpassed. Few had sunk to the depths of depravity and sin as this "heathen" ruler on Judah's throne.
    Nevertheless, he had been forgiven. God was willing to forgive him even his terrible sins.
   Why not? Where sin abounds, grace does more abound, right? Of course. This is what the cross is all about: the undeserving receiving what they do not deserve, because Jesus received it in their place. Are there not many potential Menassehs out there, people doing terrible things, that would repent and come to eternal life if they were confronted? We believe that there are, and that is why we have the job of telling them about God's amazing grace, a grace that surpasses our most basic understanding of forgiveness. No wonder it is called "good news" and that we have been called to spread it.
    As long as we keep that great truth the center of our witness, souls will be won to the Lord.


   EDITORIAL
    As we all watched the tragic and poignant memories of a year ago this week and tributes to the heroes who lost their lives helping others I wonder how many actually stopped to think about what REALLY happened. The atrocities that we saw were the manifestations of fanaticism. The men who carried them out were heroes to their own people. They were serving their god, Allah in the most dramatic way imaginable to them.

    In the Old Testament there are stories of Judean and Israelite kings that I believe would be viewed with every bit as much horror today as the acts of those Muslim terrorists of September 11th 2001. The only difference was the God they served. King Jehu of the Northern Kingdom of the divided Israelites committed the most bloodthirsty acts in "cleansing" Israel of pagan worship and yet God said, "Because you have done well in accomplishing what is right in my eyes and have done to the house of Ahab all I had in mind to do, your descendants will sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation." (2 Kings 10:30) What was God talking about when He said, "you have done well"? Let's take a look.

    When God's prophet Elisha had Jehu anointed king Israel already had a king - Joram the son of wicked King Ahab and Queen Jezebel. At his pagan wife's instigation Ahab had set up shrines to Baal and Asherah in "high places" all over the kingdom. The true God was just one of many gods in the land. Joram did nothing to improve this situation and God was very angry with His people so He told Elisha what to do. Anoint a new king who will rid the land of all other gods but Me!

    So Jehu was anointed and straight away set out to confront Joram who was recovering at Jezreel from wounds he had received fighting the Arameans. As it happened (but then does anything "just happen" in God's timing?), Joram was being visited by King Ahaziah, the equally corrupt (in biblical terms) king of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. When reading the story of Jehu going to Jezreel I found my mind conjuring up scenes from various epic movies. If the writer of Kings were alive today I believe he could claim royalties many times over! Read 2 Kings 9:14-27 and imagine the scene for yourself. How do you picture Jehu in your mind? As Charlton Heston aboard a chariot behind four snorting stallions? What about John Wayne ridin' into town wearing a sheriff’s star? Or maybe as a young leather-clad Dennis Hopper astride his Harley Davidson? How about George C Scott in the turret of a Sherman tank? Or Leonardo di Caprio in a roaring custom convertible? I guess you've got your own picture by now (doesn't this show how much fun reading the Bible is?). I particularly like verse 20 where Joram's lookout sees Jehu approaching and says, "The driving is like that of Jehu son of Nimshi - he drives like a madman." Obviously this Jehu has some reputation! In any event though, in the biblical story, Jehu is the good guy.

    So what happens when Joram and Ahaziah ride out to meet him?  Joram asks him if he's come in peace. Jehu doesn't waste his words: "How can there be peace as long as all the idolatry and witchcraft of your mother Jezebel abound?" That's fighting talk! That's like some of those Hollywood characters calling him "Son of a bitch!"  But what does Joram do? He and Azariah turn and run! So Jehu draws his bow and shoots Joram in the back killing him instantly and Azariah is wounded and dies a bit later up the road at Megiddo. This boy means business!

    But that's only the beginning! Jehu then rides on into Jezreel where Jezebel is waiting all made up (presumably with the idea of using her feminine charms on Jehu). Whatever her reason, it didn't fool Jehu who commands some eunuchs to throw her out of the window onto the street below where he leaves her splattered body for the dogs to devour so that all that's left of her is her skull, feet and hands!

    Meanwhile, over in Samaria there were seventy of Ahab's descendants and Jehu sent word to their guardians telling them to make one of them king and prepare to fight for Ahab's dynasty. However, Jehu's reputation was already filling folk with fear and so the guardians sent a message back to him saying that they would not crown a king but would rather serve him and asked him what he wanted them to do. Loyalty doesn't stand for long in the face of fear does it? So Jehu sent a second message telling them to take the heads off all seventy of Ahab's family. The guardians did as instructed and sent the heads to Jehu who had them heaped up in two piles at the city gate until morning as a reminder to anyone who wanted to serve pagan gods what they could expect while he was king.

    You can read the rest of the story in 2 Kings 10 for yourself and see how Jehu didn't rest until he had slaughtered every last member of Ahab and Azariah's families along with the priests of Baal.

    So was Jehu a fanatic for his God like the terrorists who struck America in the name of their god? You see, Jehu sincerely believed that anything other than serving his God was intolerable and the only option available was to eliminate all opposition as completely as he could. Baal worshipers weren't God's people. They had made their choice of their own free will and, therefore, extermination was the only solution. Does that ring a familiar note? In many of our lifetimes another ruler had what he called "The Final Solution" to a problem he believed his nation faced from immigrants. It has happened hundreds of times throughout history. But God told Jehu he had done well! So what was the difference? The methods weren't all that different. Blood, blood and more blood!

    What we fail to realise is that those men who committed the September 11th atrocities sincerely believed that they were striking a blow for their god. Don't get me wrong here. I am IN NO WAY defending what they did. It was despicable. But what if I had been a supporter of Baal in Jehu's time? I guess I'd think what he did was despicable. But God told Jehu he had done well! What I AM attempting to do is UNDERSTAND where those terrorists were coming from. It seems to me that there's a lot more enthusiasm for Allah than for Jehovah these days. Do devout Muslims see Osama bin Laden in the same light that devout God worshipers saw Jehu? In the middle ages, Christians referred to Muslims as "infidels" - meaning a lesser form of life than Christians and therefore not to be respected. In the twenty-first century do Muslims see anyone who doesn't believe Allah to be the true god as an infidel?

    If, as happened in Afghanistan, a "nominally Christian" country had been decimated first by an atheist country and then by an "nominally religious" country kicking out the atheists so that the people who survived were living in other people's battlefields had practically no medical care, hardly any food or running water and their homes lay in ruins so that they had to take shelter in caves and a handful of fanatical, misguided God-supporters calling themselves Christians decided to take matters into their own hands and hi-jack airliners and fly them into what, to those maimed and homeless remnants of Christianity seemed like shining towers symbolic of the religion and power of their decimators how would we view those men and what they did? Would we see them as heroic martyrs who made a last stand for Christianity or as insane criminals? We would, no doubt, be horrified at their methods but would we claim that they had, at last got the attention of the world for our plight? How did the God of love view Jehu? He told him he had done well!

    This is a Christian magazine and so we believe that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - the God of the Bible is the ONLY true living God. Therefore Allah doesn't exist except in misguided men's minds. But Muslims believe the exact opposite. Most Christians would answer the question I asked in the last paragraph by saying that WE serve a loving God and that would never happen. I hope and pray they're right but the way that so-called Christian countries allow and even encourage pagans to build their shrines all over their lands, I'm scared that they aren't!

    If I was a Muslim today and wanted to raise a family in an environment where I knew they could live uncorrupted by any "pagan" beliefs, I could go and live in several Middle Eastern countries where the possession of a Bible would be a punishable offence under state law. But I'm a Christian. Can anyone please tell me where I can see my grandchildren raised in the knowledge and love of our God without any risk of corruption from outside pagan beliefs? Or is the only place where that can happen the Kingdom of God that Jesus has prepared for those who love and obey Him?

    Just in case, as happened last month, anyone is misunderstanding me here and getting the idea that I'm advocating terrorism for God, I most definitely am NOT! This editorial is intended to be an invitation to readers to offer answers to the questions it asks. Our God is a God of love but, let's face it, extending Godly love to refugees hasn't won many to our God has it? They come into our countries and build their shrines on our land. What is, perhaps, the real question, "Is freedom of religion what God wants today?"

DRH.



Greater Is He That Is In You
By the unnamed sister who sends "A Note From Heaven" all over the world every day.
This was her message received on the morning of September 11th.
Editor's note: Where our sister has typed "America" I suggest you read your own country because they're all the same!

 

Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.
(1 John 4:4)
 

    You excuse sin in America with euphemisms.  Immorality is called simply an "alternative lifestyle."  Liars are merely extroverts with lively imaginations.  Alcoholics are seen not as addicts but as victims of society.  Murderers are now called the unfortunate victims of their environment. Your society tries to justify a son killing his parents by claming that he is emotionally damaged and abused.  Children can now divorce their parents.
     The demonic forces of darkness are on the offensive.  The devil has one thought in mind: to steal, kill and destroy (John 10:10).
     There's only one thing that our enemy understands: somebody with a bigger stick than his. Listen to God's promise to you whom He has called to win:  "Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world" (1 John 4:4).
     It's time for war.  It’s time to get in the devil's face and let him know that his invasion of your mind, your body, your emotions, your finances and your church will not be tolerated.  Not only will you resist him, but you will also overcome him by God’s Word and drive him back by the blood of the lamb.
     "Stand your ground.  Christ in you will destroy the devil's work."


The Binch
(2002 version)
Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht
 

Every U down in Uville liked U.S. a lot, 
But the Binch, who lived Far East of Uville, did not. 
The Binch hated U.S.! The whole U.S. way! 
Now don't ask me why, for nobody can say, 
It could be his turban was screwed on too tight. 
Or the sun from the desert had beaten too bright
But I think that the most likely reason of all 
May have been that his heart was two sizes too small. 
But, Whatever the reason, his heart or his turban, 
He stood facing Uville, the part that was urban. 
"They're doing their business," he snarled from his perch. 
"They're raising their families! They're going to church! 
They're leading the world, and their empire is thriving, 
I MUST keep the S's and U's from surviving!"
Tomorrow, he knew, all the U's and the S's, 
Would put on their pants and their shirts and their dresses, 
They'd go to their offices, playgrounds and schools, 
And abide by their U and S values and rules.
And then they'd do something he liked least of all, 
Every U down in U-ville, the tall and the small, 
Would stand all united, each U and each S, 
And they'd sing Uville's anthem, "God bless us! God bless!" 
All around their Twin Towers of Uville, they'd stand, 
and their voices would drown every sound in the land.
"I must stop that singing," Binch said with a smirk, 
And he had an idea--an idea that might work! 
The Binch stole some U airplanes in U morning hours, 
And crashed them right into the Uville Twin Towers. 
"They'll wake to disaster!" he snickered, so sour, 
"And how can they sing when they can't find a tower?"
The Binch cocked his ear as they woke from their sleeping, 
All set to enjoy their U-wailing and weeping, 
Instead he heard something that started quite low, 
And it built up quite slow, but it started to grow-- 
And the Binch heard the most unpredictable thing... 
And he couldn't believe it--they started to sing!
He stared down at U-ville, not trusting his eyes, 
What he saw was a shocking, disgusting surprise! 
Every U down in U-ville, the tall and the small, 
Was singing! Without any towers at all! 
He HADN'T stopped U-Ville from singing! It sung!
For down deep in the hearts of the old and the young, 
Those Twin Towers were standing, called Hope and called Pride, 
And you can't smash the towers we hold deep inside. 
So we circle the sites where our heroes did fall, 
With a hand in each hand of the tall and the small, 
And we mourn for our losses while knowing we'll cope, 
For we still have inside that U-Pride and U-Hope.
For America means a bit more than tall towers, 
It means more than wealth or political powers, 
It's more than our enemies ever could guess, 
So may God bless America! Bless us! God bless! 


JESUS *


"God's Deal With YOU"
By David Rex Holt
GET YOUR COPY NOW
195,000 WORDS - 418 PAGES
JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING
CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM
 

    God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                 
Yvette Burleigh
 



 GREAT LINKS
Please make the time to visit the web sites below.
Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,
most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.
A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.
If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please email us.
We would love to hear from you.
 

* Indicates the site includes music
 

MESSAGE
 

The Armour Of God *
 

POEMS
 

The Mountain *
A Mother's Letter To God *
Tears That Heal *
You Answered Your Last Call *
 

SONG
 

In The Arms Of An Angel *
 

 DEVOTIONALS
If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and Scripturally sound daily devotionals,
I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites
where you can read some past messages and enrol for the daily mailings.
God Today - Daily Word
(click ARCHIVE at the top left)
A Note From Heaven *
Take this link to The Father's Place where you can subscribe to daily encouragement.
Morning Spirit Lift
To be honest, I don't know how Deb does what she does every day!
Walking In Truth
A hard-hitting daily message by Connie M Giordano.
Eddy Ministries
Written in contemporary English they are insightful, entertaining and educational. 
Life Changing Love
A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.


RECOMMENDED WEBSITES
Amazing Facts
Reaching the world with God's end-time message
By Doug Batchelor


The Advent Message
The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH
By Brent Whinfield
As an "appetiser" for those readers who want to know the facts,
here is a very slightly edited sample of one of Brent's recent articles in his online magazine,
"I Didn't Know That!"
    Yasser Arafat and Ariel Sharon are at each other's throats. Just this week the news is filled with yet another suicide bomber killing and injuring Jews in Israel. Bible students are well acquainted with the Jews, but who are these Palestinians, and what do they want?

    I DIDN'T KNOW THAT! takes a long, hard look at this conflict. This is one of the world's thorniest problems. To whom does the land of Palestine belong? What criteria should decide? And if a conclusion could be made, what happens to the people who do not have rights to the land?

    Logic tells us that the person who was first, is the one who owns the land. Since religion plays such a great part in this case, it must be through religion and history that we decide who owns the land. The Muslims and the Jews would agree that God is the ultimate owner. He does what he wants with it. Now Israel claims God gave the land to Jacob (their father), and to their ancestors Isaac and Abraham. The Bible contains many verses detailing this promise from God (Genesis 13:14-17 being just one of them).

    The Palestinians claim they worship the same God, and that the land is their's through Ishmael, Abraham's son. They say the Bible was corrupted, and the promise to Ishmael was rewritten in favour of Isaac. They also claim Israel forfeited the land because they disobeyed God.

    How do we sort through these claims? Isaac and Ishmael were contemporaries (c. 2000 BC), though Ishmael was born first. Both dwelt in Palestine and in the surrounding area. No records have been found indicating that they fought one another. The Bible states that Ishmael left the land to Isaac (Genesis 25:17, 18), and from 2000 BC till the advent of Islam, the descendants of Ishmael never challenged this.

    It is time for Israel and the Palestinians to learn to live together as brothers. Satan takes no greater pleasure than in family members killing each other. Failing this, he would rather have the land of Palestine and the city of Jerusalem physically divided, "racially" at odds, and spiritually confused. This is his deception to manipulate the world's three prominent religions. This is also part of his plan to keep Christians from focusing entirely on Christ.

***************************************
What The Bible Has To Say About Muslims
***************************************
    Although the word Islam is not mentioned directly in the Bible, there is recorded an outline of the Arabic people as the Children of Abraham who inhabited the eastern country. So the history of the Muslim people (people who believe in Islam) begins with the prophet Abraham and his descendants through Ishmael, his firstborn son.

    Abraham's first-born son by Hagar the Egyptian was Ishmael. Genesis 16:15. And Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

    Abraham was given a special promise that the descendants of Ishmael would become a great nation. Genesis 17:20. "As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him and make him fruitful and multiply him exceedingly; he shall be the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation."

    His name (Ishmael) was given by God and means, God hears. Genesis 16:10, 11. "The angel of the Lord also said to her, I will so greatly multiply your descendants that they cannot be numbered for multitude.  And the angel of the Lord said to her, Behold, you are with child, and shall bear a son; you shall call his name Ishmael; because the Lord has given heed to your affliction." 
    The descendants of Ishmael and the other sons of Abraham through Keturah were given the eastern country and are referred to as the children or people of the east. They are the forefathers of the Arabs. Muhammad, the prophet of Islam, traces his lineage back to Ishmael through his first born son, Nabaioth. In Genesis 25:6, 12-18. we read...

    "But to the sons of his concubines Abraham gave gifts, and while he was still living he sent them away from his son Isaac, eastward to the east country. These are the descendants of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's maid, bore to Abraham."

    These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, named in the order of their birth: Nebaioth, the first-born of Ishmael; and Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages and by their encampments, twelve princes according to their tribes. (These are the years of the life of Ishmael, a hundred and thirty-seven years; he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his kindred.) They dwelt from Havilah to Shur, which is opposite Egypt in the direction of Assyria; he settled over against all his people. The areas noted here in verse 18 are located in Central and Northern Arabia.

****************
The Palestinians
****************
    Who Surrounds Israel?

    Lebanon in the north, Syria to the northeast, Jordan to the east, and Egypt to the west, all of which are Arab and mostly Islamic worshipping regimes.

    "Palestine has never existed . . . as an autonomous entity. There is no language known as Palestinian. There is no distinct Palestinian culture. There has never been a land known as Palestine governed by Palestinians. Palestinians are Arabs, indistinguishable from Jordanians (another recent invention), Syrians, Lebanese, Iraqis, etc.

    "Keep in mind that the Arabs control 99.9 percent of the Middle East lands. Israel represents one-tenth of one percent of the landmass. But that's too much for the Arabs. They want it all. And that is ultimately what the fighting in Israel is about today . . . No matter how many land concessions the Israelis make, it will never be enough." From "Myths of the Middle East", Joseph Farah, Arab-American editor and journalist, WorldNetDaily, 11 October 2000.

    "From the end of the Jewish state in antiquity to the beginning of British rule, the area now designated by the name Palestine was not a country and had no frontiers, only administrative boundaries."  Professor Bernard Lewis, Commentary Magazine, January 1975.

    What Does "Palestine" Mean?

    It has never been the name of a nation or state. It is a geographical term, used to designate the region at those times in history when there is no nation or state there.

    The word itself derives from "Peleshet", a name that appears frequently in the Bible and has come into English as "Philistine". The name began to be used in the Thirteenth Century BC, for a wave of migrant "Sea Peoples" who came from the area of the Aegean Sea and the Greek Islands and settled on the southern coast of the land of Canaan. There they established five independent city-states (including Gaza) on a narrow strip of land known as Philistia. The Greeks and Romans called it "Palastina". 
    How Did the Land of Israel Become "Palestine"?

    In the First Century AD, the Romans crushed the independent kingdom of Judea. After the failed rebellion of Bar Kokhba in the Second Century AD, the Roman Emperor Hadrian determined to wipe out the identity of Israel-Judah-Judea. Therefore, he took the name Palastina and imposed it on all the Land of Israel. At the same time, he changed the name of Jerusalem to Aelia Capitolina.

    The Romans killed many Jews and sold many more in slavery. Some of those who survived still alive and free left the devastated country, but there was never a complete abandonment of the Land. There was never a time when there were not Jews and Jewish communities, though the size and conditions of those communities fluctuated greatly.

    The History of Palestine

    Thousands of years before the Romans invented "Palastina" the land had been known as "Canaan". The Canaanites had many tiny city-states, each one at times independent and at times a vassal of an Egyptian or Hittite king. The Canaanites never united into a state. 
    After the Exodus from Egypt probably in the Thirteenth Century BC but perhaps earlier the Children of Israel settled in the land of Canaan. There they formed first a tribal confederation, and then the Biblical kingdoms of Israel and Judah, and the post-Biblical kingdom of Judea.

    From the beginning of history to this day, Israel-Judah-Judea has the only united, independent, sovereign nation-state that ever existed in "Palestine" west of the Jordan River. (In Biblical times, Ammon, Moab and Edom as well as Israel had land east of the Jordan, but they disappeared in antiquity and no other nation took their place until the British invented Trans-Jordan in the 1920s.)

    After the Roman conquest of Judea, "Palastina" became a province of the pagan Roman Empire and then of the Christian Byzantine Empire, and very briefly of the Zoroastrian Persian Empire. In 638 AD, an Arab-Muslim Caliph took Palastina away from the Byzantine Empire and made it part of an Arab-Muslim Empire. The Arabs, who had no name of their own for this region, adopted the Greco-Roman name Palastina, that they pronounced "Falastin".

    In that period, much of the mixed population of Palastina converted to Islam and adopted the Arabic language. They were subjects of a distant Caliph who ruled them from his capital, that was first in Damascus and later in Baghdad. They did not become a nation or an independent state, or develop a distinct society or culture.

    In 1099, Christian Crusaders from Europe conquered Palestina-Falastin. After 1099, it was never again under Arab rule. The Christian Crusader kingdom was politically independent, but never developed a national identity. It remained a military outpost of Christian Europe, and lasted less than 100 years. Thereafter, Palestine was joined to Syria as a subject province first of the Mameluks, ethnically mixed slave-warriors whose center was in Egypt, and then of the Ottoman Turks, whose capital was in Istanbul.

    During the First World War, the British took Palestine from the Ottoman Turks. At the end of the war, the Ottoman Empire collapsed and among its subject provinces "Palestine" was assigned to the British, to govern temporarily as a mandate from the League of Nations.

    Who Is A Palestinian?

    During the period of the British Mandate, it was the Jewish population that was known as "Palestinians" including those who served in the British Army in World War II. Britain eventually curtailed their numbers and progressively limited the Jewish immigration to Palestine.

    At the same time that the British slammed the gates on Jews, they permitted or ignored massive illegal immigration into Western Palestine from Arab countries Jordan, Syria, Egypt, North Africa. The current myth is that these Arabs were long established in Palestine, until the Jews came and "displaced" them. The fact is, that recent Arab immigration into Palestine "displaced" the Jews.

    In 1929 Arab rioters with the passive consent of the British, killed or drove out virtually the entire Jewish community.

    Finally, in 1964, the Palestine Liberation Movement was founded. Ahmed Shukairy, who less than 10 years earlier had denied the existence of Palestine, was its first chairman. Its charter proclaimed its sole purpose to be the destruction of Israel. To that end it helped to precipitate the Arab attack on Israel in 1967, which in one form or another is ongoing. 



The Master's Hand
By Myra Brooks Welch
Shared by Karen Lyons 
 

Twas battered and scarred,
and the auctioneer thought
it scarcely worth his while
To waste much time on the violin,
but held it up with a smile.

"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried,
"Who will start bidding for me?
A dollar, a dollar" -- then, "Two! ...Only two?
Two dollars, and who'll make it three?

Three dollars once; three dollars, twice;
going for three" -- but no,
From the room, far back, a grey-haired man
came forward and picked up the bow;

Then, wiping the dust from the old violin,
and tightening the loose strings,
He played a melody pure and sweet
as sweet as a carolling angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer,
with a voice that was quiet and low,
Said, "What am I bidden for the old violin?"
and he held it up with the bow.

"A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two?
Two thousand! And who'll make it three?
Three thousand, once; three thousand, twice;
and going, and gone!" said he.

The people cheered, but some of them cried,
"We do not quite understand
What changed its worth?" Swift came the reply:
"The touch of the masters hand."

And many a man with life out of tune,
all battered and scarred with sin,
Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd,
much like the old violin.

A "mess of pottage," a glass of wine;
a game - and he travels on.
He's "going" once, and "going" twice,
He's "going" and "almost gone."

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd
never can quite understand
The worth of a soul, and the change that's wrought
by the touch of the Master's hand. 



TO BRING A SMILE


BLAME
Let's see if I understand how the world works lately... 
 

If a man cuts his finger off while slicing salami at work, 
he blames the restaurant. 
 

 If you smoke three packs a day for 40 years and die of lung cancer,
your family blames the tobacco company. 
 

 If your neighbor crashes into a tree while driving home drunk,
he blames the bartender. 
 

 If your grandchildren are brats without manners, 
 you blame television. 
 

 If your friend is shot by a deranged madman,
you blame the gun manufacturer. 
 

 And if a crazed person breaks into the cockpit and tries to kill the pilot at 35,000 feet,
and the passengers kill him instead,
the mother of the deceased blames the airline. 
 

I must have lived too long to understand the world as it is anymore.
So, if I die while my old, wrinkled butt is parked in front of this computer,
I want you to blame Bill Gates...okay?


HEAVEN HELP US!
Shared by Yvette Burleigh

Most of us have now learned to live with voice mail as a necessary part of our lives.
Have you ever wondered what it would be like if God decided to install voice mail?
Imagine praying and hearing the following: 

Thank you for calling heaven. For English press 1 
For Spanish press 2 
For all other languages, press 3 
Please select one of the following options: 
Press 1 for request 
Press 2 for thanksgiving 
Press 3 for complaints 
Press 4 for all others 
I am sorry, all our Angels and Saints are busy helping other sinners right now.
However, your prayer is important to us and we will answer it in the order it was received.
Please stay on the line.
If you would like to speak to:
God, press 1 
Jesus press 2 
Holy spirit, press 3 
To find a loved one that has been assigned to heaven press 5,
then enter his social security # followed by the pound sign.
(If you receive a negative response, please hang up and dial area code 666) 
For reservations to heaven, please enter JOHN followed by the numbers, 3 16. 
For answers to nagging questions about dinosaurs, life and other planets,
please wait until you arrive in heaven for the specifics. 
Our computers show that you have already been prayed for today, please hang up and call again tomorrow.
The office is now closed for the weekend to observe a religious holiday. 
If you are calling after hours and need emergency assistance, please contact your local pastor.


The Map
    A father wanted to read a magazine but was being bothered by his little daughter Vanessa. Finally, he tore a sheet out of his magazine on which was printed a map of the world. Tearing it into small pieces, he gave it to Vanessa, and said, "Go into the other room and see if you can put this together."
    After a few minutes, Vanessa returned and handed him the map correctly fitted together. The father was surprised and asked how she had finished so quickly.
    "Oh," she said, "on the other side of the paper is a picture of Jesus. When I got all of Jesus back where He belonged, then the world came together. 


   AND,
TO BRING A TEAR 


TRUE LOVE OF A FATHER
Shared by Ophelia Smith
    A boy asked his father, "How much do you make in a hour?  The father got mad and answered roughly, "Don't bother me."  He was tired and irritable after a tough day at work, but the boy insisted.  "Please, how much do you make?"
    The father said in a bad tone of voice, "$8.00 dollars for now." 

    Then his son asked, "Father can you loan me four dollars?"
    The father said to him in a bad way, "I told you not to bother me, shut up and go to your room!"
    At bedtime the father was more calmed and felt bad about the way he treated his son.  He went upstairs to his son's room and asked, "Are you asleep?" And he gave to the boy the four dollars that he asked for.  

    The boy thanked his father, put his hand under his pillow, pulled out four crumpled dollars, and said, "I have $8.00 dollars, father, could I buy one hour of your time."
    The story is pitiful but it sums up succinctly just how some people view family life.
    But contrast this little article against our Heavenly Father.
    *He is always there for us, waiting to be with us more eagerly than we to be with Him.
    *He delights in fellowship with us.
    *He anticipates our every need.
    *He runs to meet us long before we even acknowledge His presence.
    Unfortunately many people judge our Heavenly Father by their poor memories of their own human father.
    This is indeed a great pity and is an example of how one person's sin is handed down from one generation to another.
    Our God is the perfect Father.
    His love is perfect.
    His care is perfect.
    Put away the memories and look into the face of Jesus.
    For God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, so that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16). That's the actions of a loving Father.


Thank God for the Brave
Written by "a wife"
 

    Richard, (my husband), never really talked a lot about his time in Viet Nam other than he had been shot by a sniper.  However, he had a rather grainy, 8 x 10 black & white photo he had taken at a USO show of Ann Margaret with Bob Hope in the background that was one of his treasures. 
    A few years ago, Ann Margaret was doing a book signing at a local bookstore.  Richard wanted to see if he could get her to sign the treasured photo so he arrived at the bookstore at 12 o'clock for the 7:30 signing.  When I got there after work, the line went all the way around the bookstore, circled the parking lot, and disappeared behind a parking garage. 
    Before her appearance, bookstore employees announced that she would sign only her book and no memorabilia would be permitted.  Richard was disappointed, but wanted to show her the photo and let her know how much those shows meant to lonely GI's so far from home. 
    Ann Margaret came out looking as beautiful as ever and, as 2nd in line, it was soon Richard's turn.  He presented the book for her signature and then took out the photo.  When he did, there were many shouts from the employees that she would not sign it.  Richard said, "I understand. I just wanted her to see it". 
    She took one look at the photo, tears welled up in her eyes and she said, "This is one of my gentlemen from Viet Nam and I most certainly will sign his photo.  I know what these men did for their country and I always have time for "my gentlemen."  With that, she pulled Richard across the table and planted a big kiss on him. She then made quite a to do about the bravery of the young men she met over the years, how much she admired them, and how much she appreciated them.  There weren't too many dry eyes among those close enough to hear.  She then posed for pictures and acted as if he was the only one there. 
    Later at dinner, Richard was very quiet.  When I asked if he'd like to talk about it, my big strong husband broke down in tears.  "That's the first time anyone ever thanked me for my time in the Army", he said. 
    Richard, like many others, came home to people who spit on him and shouted ugly things at him.  That night was a turning point for him.  He walked a little straighter and, for the first time in years, was proud to have been a Vet.  I'll never forget Ann Margaret for her graciousness and how much that small act of kindness meant to my husband.  I now make it a point to say "Thank you" to every person I come across who served in our Armed Forces.  Freedom does not come cheap and I am grateful for all those who have served their country. 


   Little Stupid One
A Conversation With God
By Renee Caldwell
 

God, are you there? It’s me.
Always here. I was hoping you’d come talk with me. I have a message for you.
For me?
Yes. Read Psalm 69:5
Ok. Here it is.... Lord, my Living Bible says, "O God, you know so well how stupid I am, and you know all my sins." Is that the message you have for me?
Yes.
Are you sure it’s for me? I took all that math in high school, you know.
Yes, I know.
And I went to college. I majored in English, remember?
I remember.
I scored high on the IQ test. I did public accounting for 18 years.
How did that work out for you?
Well, not very well, I guess. The stress was overwhelming. Too many hours at work, not enough time with my family. There were problems...
Did I tell you to be an accountant?
No, but it seemed to be something I was good at.
You are good at washing dishes, too, but I didn’t tell you to be a dishwasher.
I think I understand.
No, you don’t. Read the scripture again.
..."O God, you know so well how stupid I am, and you know all my sins."
Yes, I know, but I don’t think you know.
Lord, if you tell me I am stupid, then I am stupid.
I’m afraid it’s worse than I originally thought.
Oh, dear...then my education?
Forget about it.
My years of experience?
Doesn’t even figure into the picture.
Oh, my...what have I done?
You’ve been ignoring me.
It’s not that I was ignoring you, Lord. My parents taught me to be responsible. I just thought I could take care of things myself, without having to bother you.
(aside, to the angels)..She didn’t want to bother me...Well, how well did you take care of things, then, without bothering me?
Not very well.... things are pretty much confused....
So then, that idea you had of trying to take care of it all by yourself was...
Stupid?
I’m afraid so. We may be getting somewhere now.
I made a mess of things, didn’t I?
Yes.
Lord, I am so very, very sorry.
I know you are, and I love you very much, my little stupid one.
I failed you.
I know. You will try and fail many times, before you are finally successful.
How will I ever make it up to you? Maybe I should fast for a week.
I don’t want your sacrifices. I just want you to trust me.
Trust you with what?
Everything.
Everything?
Yes, everything. Unless there is something you think you can do better than me?
No, nothing...
Because that would be....
Stupid?
Yes.
Is there nothing for me to do then, Lord?
I’m glad you asked. You know those people you love, the ones you are always so worried about?
Yes, Lord. My family.... the children....
And your friends.
Yes, Lord. What is it I should do?
You should love them and pray for them.
Is that all? Just love them and pray for them?
My dear little stupid one, love and prayer are the two most powerful tools in the universe. I am giving them to you, and I expect you to use them.
I will use them, Lord. I do so want to do your will. Maybe I could preach your gospel to them too.
(aside, to the angels)...now she wants to preach...Absolutely not. I have not called you to preach. When you are tempted to try to preach, you must sit down and shut up. That is not your gift. Your gift is special faith. I gave it to you a long time ago, but you don’t use it very often.
But your Word says, "Go forth unto all nations..."
Not you. You sit down and shut up. You are to use the gifts I have given you. Please. It is very important. It is your part. Will you do your part?
My Lord, I will do my best.
Good. You won’t be trying to do anything I haven’t told you to do, then?
No, Lord. That would be stupid. I will trust you with everything.
You are making me smile. Will you come back and talk to me again, soon? I have some things that only a dear sweet little stupid one such as yourself could possibly accomplish.
Yes, Lord. And, thank you for my gifts ...and for loving me....
It is my pleasure. Now rest well, and don’t worry anymore. I am taking care of you and everything that concerns you, and I’m good at it. Goodnight, my little stupid one.
Goodnight, Lord. I love you...


Do you like to have fun and know your Bible at the same time?
BIBLE TRIVIA QUIZZES
Lots of cool quizzes to test your Scriptural knowledge.


     MY PLEDGE
 

As our long-time readers know,
I have always thought of "Making A Difference"
and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."
 

Without the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share
the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find, 
there would not be any magazine.
 

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it.
But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
 

I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY
FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST
EVERY SINGLE DAY
 

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER
TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS
THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
 

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED
PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions
through a mutually convenient internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO US
telling us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs
as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life
and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 

WE NEED
REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(that's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS
IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES
AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES 
 

Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt
since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you."
(Luke 6:38)
    
AND
WE NEED
YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING
WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME,
TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
 

God bless you all.                                                                        
                                                                David R. Holt


Always remember
By Kim Combs-Mason
 

Always remember to forget
 The things that made you sad 
But never forget to remember 
The things that made you glad. 
Always remember to forget 
The friends that proved untrue 
But never forget to remember 
Those that have stuck by you. 
Always remember to forget 
The troubles that have passed away 
But never forget to remember 
The blessings that come each day. 



PRAYER  *


 OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen. This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!
