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Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said,
"We ought to obey God rather than men."
Acts 5:29 (KJV)


  Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to those who are reading their very first "Making A Difference." We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies.
    This month the whole world will remember those who perished at the hands of fanatical terrorists in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania and it is our prayer that those responsible will soon be brought to account for those atrocities.
    Thank you once again to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
    Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
    If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.
    All magazines are sent in full by Bcc email. Thus, if anyone has a "spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email. (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.) So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.

    When the magazine is returned "undeliverable" due to expired accounts or closed email boxes, the address will be flagged as invalid. However, this will be allowed to happen THREE TIMES in any 12-month period before the address is deleted from BKM records. Once removed, an address will not be recoverable and so the only way a reader can be reinstated will be if that reader personally writes requesting so.
    If any reader would prefer to receive a notice that the magazine is on the website rather than the full magazine, they will need to write requesting it that way. BKM will respect all such requests and those addresses will be filed separately so that there are no mix-ups.


 BKM WEBSITE UPDATES
There have been a couple of updates to the BKM website in the last fortnight with a link to a new banners page at the bottom of the home page and Jack Hook's testimony added to the Testimonies section. Jack's story is well worth reading and I strongly recommend taking five minutes to go there now.


September 1st is Fathers' day here in Australia and New Zealand
and Judy Bibby has made these beautiful web sites of poems
By Joan Clifton Costner
 as a tribute to fathers everywhere.
 

Dear Daddy, What If? *
 

What Makes Father? *


A Penny
Shared by Jerry and Nancy Wall
    Several years ago, a friend of mine and her husband were invited to spend the weekend at the husband's employer's home. My friend, Arlene, was nervous about the weekend. The boss was very wealthy, with a fine home on the waterway, and cars costing more than her house. The first day and evening went well, and Arlene was delighted to have this rare glimpse into how the very wealthy live. 
    The husband's employer was quite generous as a host, and took them to the finest restaurants. Arlene knew she would never have the opportunity to indulge in this kind of extravagance again, so was enjoying herself immensely. As the three of them were about to enter an exclusive restaurant that evening, the boss was walking slightly ahead of Arlene and her husband. He stopped suddenly, looking down on the pavement for a long, silent moment. Arlene wondered if she was supposed to pass him. There was nothing on the ground except a single darkened penny that someone had dropped, and a few cigarette butts. Still silent, the man reached and picked up the penny. He held it up and smiled, then put it in his pocket as if he had found a great treasure. How absurd! What need did this man have for a single penny? Why would he even take the time to stop and pick it up? 
    Throughout dinner, the entire scene nagged at her. Finally, she could stand it no longer. She causally mentioned that her daughter once had a coin collection, and asked if the penny he had found had been of some value. 
    A smile crept across the man's face as he reached into his pocket for the penny and held it out for her to see. She had seen many pennies before! What was the point of this? " Look at it." He said. "Read what it says." 
    She read the words "United States of America." 
    "No, not that; read further." 
    "One cent?" 
    "No, keep reading." 
    "In God we Trust?" 
    "Yes!" 
    "And?" 
    "And if I trust in God, the name of God is holy, even on a coin.  Whenever I find a coin I see that inscription. It is written on every single United States coin, but we never seem to notice it! God drops a message right in front of me telling me to trust Him! Who am I to pass it by? When I see a coin, I pray, I stop to see if my trust IS in God at that moment. I pick the coin up as a response to God; that I do trust in Him. For a short time, at least, I cherish it as if it were gold. I think it is God's way of starting a conversation with me. Lucky for me, God is patient and pennies are plentiful!" 
    When I was out shopping today, I found a penny on the sidewalk. I stopped and picked it up, and realized that I had been worrying and fretting in my mind about things I cannot change. I read the words, "In God We Trust," and had to laugh. Yes, God, I get the message. 
    It seems that I have been finding an inordinate number of pennies in the last few months, but then, pennies are plentiful... And God is patient...


 EDITORIAL
    It is interesting to note the diametrically opposed opinions that my last editorial has evoked (please see Mailbox, below). Contrary to Evelyn Levine's accusation, I purposely didn't make ANY statements in my editorial but merely asked questions. So, when the responses are viewed in that light, I guess the writers are actually answering those questions and thus showing where their real allegiance lies. I am not "the judge or jury" and make no assumption as to how God will deal with ANY leader based on his or her leadership. The Bible has more than enough to say about that! It is possibly unfortunate that a great many Christians are very familiar with the New Testament but nowhere near so well acquainted with Old Testament books like Kings and Chronicles where words like "the Lord will strike" occur frequently when referring to those Hebrew kings who "did evil in the eyes of the Lord."  The evil that they did was to permit or tolerate pagan worship in their land and it is the similarity to that which I was alluding to in my editorial. No more - no less. 

    I have absolutely no doubt that the catalyst that prompted my questions could have been the words of any amount of leaders of so-called "Christian" countries and the fact that it was President Bush's words that, as I wrote, made me wonder how they lined up with God's Word was pure coincidence. I will be interested to see what response, if any, Ivor Ley's statement that "America is not a Christian nation" will produce. I am not an American and will not, therefore, offer any comment other than to ask yet another question. If America is not a Christian country, why does it have as its motto, "In God we trust" and why (so far) do the words, "one nation under God" still form part of the Pledge of Allegiance? Maybe Mr Ley is right and maybe those factions in America who would have those words obliterated from their pledge have a valid point. As I say, I'm not American although I do acknowledge that The United States of America is the greatest nation on earth in terms of power and influence and therefore, what that nation does IS of concern to me. I have many very dear friends who are Americans and I know that they love Jesus with all their hearts. 

    Perhaps another question that needs to be asked in the light of Mr Ley's statement could be, Where IS there a Christian country that those of us who still value having God as our ruler could live and be proud to have a leader and government that does NOT tolerate pagan religions infiltrating it's society? Does such a country exist? The Muslims have such countries in Saudi Arabia and Iraq where it is illegal to even possess a Bible and the very idea of erecting a place of worship to ANY other god but Allah would be punishable by death. Whilst I don't happen to agree with the Saudi's faith I must admit that the practice of it lines up a lot more with the words of the Holy Bible than most so-called Christian countries. The Pilgrim Fathers sailed across the ocean to find such a place - a place where they could return to honest worship of the Great Creator. That place was America. Where can true Christians go today where the Ten Commandments will be the basis for all other laws? Do they want to? Do YOU want to? Even though they live in the world, Jesus said of His disciples, "They are not of this world, even as I am not of it." So are we condemned to live in countries where pagan immigrants are able to use facilities provided by OUR countries to learn to fly OUR airliners full of OUR people into OUR buildings and kill thousands of OUR people? Are we condemned to live in countries where pagan people arrive uninvited on our beaches pleading to be given asylum and a new chance at life (the life given to them by God the Creator) and then, when we open our arms and our lands in loving compassion to them, they set up their pagan temples in our countries with our blessings and then brutally gang-rape our young women in the street with the statement that they are only white Christian trash and don't matter anyway? (For those readers who may not be aware of recent Australian news, that is what happened in Sydney - the leader of the rapist gang was sentenced to 55 years imprisonment just a couple of weeks ago and his fellow Muslims rioted and beat up a TV crew covering the story. Already all the "bleeding hearts" are crying "injustice" and saying the sentence is too long. In HIS country, if it were the other way around, he would be dead now!)

    It is also interesting that no reader answered or commented on the questions I asked in my editorial about parents learning that their children are playing with Satanists or getting engaged to pagans. Could it be that you all said, "Oh! MY kids would NEVER do that! We've given them good Christian upbringings." Well, maybe I should start including some of the prayer requests that I receive from the Internet prayer circles that I'm involved in. Prayers from anguished parents whose Christian educated and loved teenagers are dying from heroin addictions, whose kids have left good, loving Christian homes to live on the streets with gangs of occult pagan cultists.

    Come on Christians! How much will you tolerate before you say, "Enough!"? Take Michael O'Byrne's advice and MAKE the time to read Kings and Chronicles and see what God thinks of pagan tolerance. THEN make your comments. Jesus summed us all up in His message to the Church at Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22): "I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm - neither hot nor cold - I am about to spew you out of my mouth." Another word for lukewarm is "tolerant"! Well, I, for one, am sick and tired of all this "political correctness" tolerance of ungodly religions in Christian countries! 

    One correspondent (whose letter I have not included in Mailbox due to the language used!) said that Christianity is a religion of love and asked me what Jesus would have said to my questions. That's a very fair question. More to the point though, what would Jesus say to those who advocate tolerance of pagan religions (which is, actually, what I asked in a roundabout way!)? Well, the Jesus that they ask about is the same one who called His detractors "a brood of vipers" and, "whitewashed tombs full of dead men’s bones"!!! The same Jesus who called His own disciple and friend "Satan" when he questioned His destiny! What my critics forget is that, whilst Jesus didn't hesitate to tell sinners where it was at, He NEVER stopped loving them. When He prescribed stoning wilful sinners to death, He didn't stop loving them but He loved the righteous too (NOT more) and, because He couldn't risk allowing the righteous to be corrupted by the sinners, He prescribed the only practical solution in worldly terms. When the Pharisees tried to catch Him out he didn't hesitate to tell them that they didn't know the Scriptures (even though it was THEY who were in charge of God's people's religious education!). I thank Michael O'Byrne for reminding me that I can take comfort and reassurance in Jesus' words, "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." (Matthew 5:11, 12)

    In closing, I offer the following URL, which was sent by one correspondent from America and ask you to take particular note of the lines, "Please help us to seek out the evil that brought this upon us so we may sponge it from this earth." Obviously Mr Bush won't be doing any sponging!

DRH



This Is An Eagle *


The Godly Characteristic of --Anger
By Carl Giordano
 

    The modern American Church has been deceived, largely by the mass of false teachers in her midst, into believing that ANGER is ALWAYS WRONG. However, just a surface reading of God's Holy Bible would convince a sincere seeker otherwise. We will take as our text one of the many thousands of verses, and portions, that the American Church will probably never hear any of her "Bible Teachers " expound upon. Our opening verse is found in the book of Mark chapter 3 and verse 5-  "And when He (JESUS) had looked round about on them with ANGER, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts"...
    Now, of course, this is NOT the only place in Scripture where we find THE LORD OF GLORY (JESUS) getting angry.  You recall the time Jesus showed up at church and didn't like, at all, what He saw going on, so he made Himself a whip and gave some folks a good thrashing as He was turning their tables upside down and tossing them here and there. You really can't imagine a smiley face Jesus in this scene, can you?!
    Then there is MATTHEW CHAPTER 23.  This particular chapter of Holy Writ is really an embarrassment to all those of the "GENTLE JESUS MEEK AND MILD " mind set.  Here we find The Lord Jesus calling the religious leaders of His day a whole bunch of names---  "hypocrites!" - "ye blind guides!" - child of hell!" -"ye fools and blind!" "full of extortion and excess!"   "whited sepulchres!"  "full of dead men's bones!"  "full of hypocrisy and iniquity!" "ye are the children of them which killed the prophets!"
    Then Jesus brought His sermon to a "meek and mild" conclusion by SHOUTING ANGRILY a rhetorical question---
"Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? " Matthew 23:33
    Now, am I saying that Jesus was NOT meek and very loving ???  No, I am NOT saying that at all.
    In NUMBERS CHAPTER 12 and VERSE 3 we read, "Now the man Moses was VERY MEEK, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth."
    Now, we turn to Exodus 32 and we see the MEEKEST MAN ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH in action. After being in the direct presence of Almighty God, fasting 40 days and nights, and now coming down from the mount with the Ten commandments in hand, he finds the people of God BREAKING THOSE COMMANDMENTS!  Let us take a look at MEEK MOSES beginning in verse 19 - "And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' ANGER waxed HOT, and he cast the tables (Ten Commandments) out his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strewed it upon the water, AND MADE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL DRINK OF IT." 

    Now, let me say that if Moses was here among us today, and tried such antics in the American Church, he would quickly be told that he had a "bad spirit" and then the ushers would show him the door with the right foot of dis-fellowship. BUT GOD SAID THAT MOSES WAS THE MEEKEST MAN ON GOD'S GREEN EARTH!!!

    The best definition that I have ever heard, for the word "MEEK", was given by a very good Bible Teacher whom I heard years ago. He said,  "MEEKNESS is not WEAKNESS and Moses was probably called the 'MEEKEST MAN ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH' because he was MORE UNDER GOD'S CONTROL THAN ANY OTHER MAN.  Meekness is power under control."

    And I contend that if we are truly MEEK then when God wants to manifest His gentleness through us, then that is what will be manifested through us; and should He choose to manifest His anger through us, then anger it will be that we manifest.

    You can search in vain for any rebuke from God, toward Moses, for breaking God's stone tablets and/or for burning the idol calf to powder and making all Israel to drink it.  Moses was reprimanded and punished for striking the rock twice (which rock symbolized Christ) because the first time he was ordered of God to smite the rock, and the second only to speak to it (see Exodus 17 & Numbers 20).  But this MEEKEST OF MEN was totally under God's control and completely OBEDIENT when his ANGER WAXED HOT in Exodus 32. 

    Back to Jesus, and Matthew 23. I believe, that in Matthew 23 we see one of the GREATEST DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE LOVE OF GOD found in the entire Bible.  We always think of love as being soft-spoken, gentle, smiley, etc. etc. etc.. But I truly believe that Jesus gave those Pharisees and Sadducees such a verbal whippin' BECAUSE HE LOVED THEM SO VERY MUCH!
    You and I could think of a thousand illustrations here to make my point. Such as the "tuff love" that a parent must use on a wayward child etc. etc. etc..  How much more would the GOD OF LOVE use whatever means needed to deliver His wayward creatures from an ETERNITY IN HELL FIRE! ! !
    GOD IS LOVE AND JESUS IS GOD.  I believe that the gentleness of Jesus and also the harshness of Jesus were simply manifestations of HIS GREAT LOVE.  He knew that one was the appropriate tool in certain situations and another tool was needed in another situation.  I am not speaking of "situational ethics " here; but rather dealing with THE CHARACTER OF GOD.
    These few thoughts and reflections on this subject are not intended to be an in depth study of our present subject. That would take to much time and space for e-mail. 
    And, of course, we all know of the many Bible texts and portions that speak to us of UNGODLY, UNJUSTIFIED, FLESHLY, HELLISH ANGER.  
    In closing, I want to once again make my point that ANGER can indeed be a Godly Characteristic, and it is indeed, when God himself chooses to manifest such through us. 
    ANGER CAUSED, AND UNDER THE CONTROL OF ALMIGHTY GOD, CAN BE A TOOL FOR MUCH GOOD.   Martin Luther knew that, so he penned these words:  "When I am angry I can write, pray, and preach well, for then my whole temperament is quickened, my understanding sharpened, and all mundane vexations and temptations depart."


 MAILBOX
Re: August 1st Editorial
 

I have read your editorial, I believe everyone one comes to America so they feel free to practice their religion. I'm a Christian, I believe in one God, but I can't stop others from believing in theirs. I can only pray that God the Father works on their heart, it is up to him. I do not want Colleges mandatory religious reading of a religion if a person does not want to. There may be people who would like to learn about other religions and customs. That doesn't mean they are going to change theirs.   We have free will, that is what America is about just because non-Christians come to American that does not mean we as Christians embrace their religions. We as parents have to teach our children what is right and wrong, thru our actions if we say we are Christians and do not practice our faith then we are no better than pagans ourself.  America is a Christian Nation, most believe in God, we just have to show others by our actions and deeds, so they might know him as we do. I believe Mr. Bush is doing the best he can with the circumstance we have and least he has stood up and talked about God where other Presidents have walked around that subject.   I read the Bible and go by God's teaching as best as I can and know it is only thru Jesus that people can come to God. 

Thank You 

Mary Ann Poulin



David,

With reference to your August 1st editorial, in my humble opinion, this is a serious message and above all, a true message. Unfortunately, nowadays there are not many people in the world who are attracted by the truth. You are trying to present the truth without offending anyone, but this is almost impossible because some people are offended by the truth without realising it is the truth that offends them - not other people's opinions.

The biblical truth is that there is only one way to heaven - God's way. If it's not God's way, then it is not going to lead you to heaven. So don't be discouraged. Even if you lose some of the readers, so be it.  In the end everyone should be prepared to stand for something. It is quite easy to stand the middle ground and condemn people with different opinions. Tolerance of other religions doesn't mean acceptance. Yes, we can discuss the differences in a civilised manner, but we should be able to stand the ground when that is necessary. And I unreservedly agree with you that accepting people with different religious background in your country is asking for trouble. That has been proven million times in the past and history is full of religious wars (It would be interesting to examine the history of modern wars in Kashmir, Kosovo and Bosnia). Why do you think communists tried to do away with religion altogether? At the moment I don't see that the general media is promoting that view, and as a result we are seeing confusion, that will bring more confusion etc. Don't get me wrong, I am not suggesting violence or holy war - but I do agree with telling the truth.

Michael Stojanovic



My opinion as an American is that America is not a Christian nation, but a nation that gives religious freedom to its citizens. Your editorial in Making A Difference may be right from the Biblical view, but America is not just for Christians, which is why I love my country.
It's the FREEDOM TO WORSHIP that means so much to all people and so they keep coming. I hope God does not curse my country for this tolerance, as I would not be in favor of destroying the pagan's houses of worships or idols to satisfy your opinion of God's requirements for salvation. I believe in peace and LIBERTY and not starting a holy war in America as
I understand your opinion in this editorial, because that's what I got out of it.  How is that the correct Christian view? Why are you writing trash like this editorial? 
Ivor D. Ley


Dear David,
Just read most of your 'Making a Difference"... enjoyed muchly! Especially liked your piece about Bush's trying to 'not offend' anyone with our God! Does make one wonder just where he is coming from. Sounds like he's following the "not offend" crowd. Thank you for you, and all the hard work you put into making your ministry possible. You are always in my heart, thoughts and prayers. I ask that you that there in Australia you will pray for us here in America. There are many days that I read on-line 'stuff' and get disheartened about where we Americans are headed. I had high hopes for us for a long time there after 911. But there are so many groups out there now that are anti-God (the 'offend' thing again), I don't know how to feel or what to think. Just please keep praying for us! We seem to be rotting from the inside out!
Much love in His Beloved Name, 
Laura Lancaster


Dear Mr Holt,

Your editorial in the August 1st "Making A Difference" was food for thought. 

I would like to add Jehosophat and Joash to the list of kings you mentioned.  And what about Ahaz and Hezekiah? Father and son could not have been much more different. When reading their stories in 1 Kings and 2 Chronicles I found myself comparing President Bush to them. Who would HE relate better to?  Jehosophat's Israel was God's chosen nation, America is not.  But our national motto is still - at least for the time being - "In God we trust."  Jesus instructed His followers to preach the gospel to all the world and to make Christians of every nation, kindred, tongue and people. Are we not His followers?

I fear that there may be some readers who will not take too kindly to your editorial but do not let that bother you. Jesus also said that we should be glad when people insult and persecute us because we stand up for Him because our reward in heaven will be great (Matt. 5:11, 12). I'd like to see how those people who preach religious freedom would get on in many Muslim countries if they tried to build a Christian church there!

I read recently that, in your country of Australia, a gang of Muslim immigrants raped some Christian girls and then said they didn't matter because they were just infidels. Is that what our president wants here? (Well, in fact, he's already got it!) The 55-year jail sentence they got was not enough!

Keep up the good work brother.

In the great name of Jesus the Christ.

Michael O'Byrne.



Dear David:

I have liked your articles and inspirational until now.  But when you go assuming what God will and will not do with our President as His profession of Christ is very sincere, I must draw the line.  I am not called to judge anyone and especially not the leader who I have the highest regard for.

Christ doesn't force others to believe in Him.  You will never reach a lost person until you accept them where they are.  That is how Christ approached His salvation for us.

I don't appreciate you running down our president and breaking one of the precepts in God's work as this is the man God has chosen to rule over us.  And this man does more by example than you did with your words. 

Therefore, I can't participate in your ministry as it conflicts with mine.  God is love and we are not the judge nor jury.

Now I would like to unsubscribe from a publication that does not edify but tears down.

In Christ,

Evelyn Levine



The American President
"Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings, and
for all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)

While Bush, Cheney and the military-industrial complex are beating the war drums for an unprovoked attack against Iraq without any declaration of war by Congress, it's high time we realize that if we obey the Bible and fervently pray for our country, there's no Council of Foreign Relations, no king, no president, no Congress, no Gestapo-like Homeland Security Office, no anything that could overthrow God's purpose for His people. God has called us to intercede, and He has commanded us to pray for those in authority. God has given us His Word, His power, His Name, His authority, His Holy Spirit and the Blood of Jesus. We have all the tools necessary to pray effectively for our nation and its leaders, and if necessary, bind all evil spirits in government and remove the usurpers of power from office through angelic intervention.
It is a tragedy that in these tumultuous days when our nation is so backslidden and needs divine guidance, so few of us take the time to intercede for the welfare of America. It is our responsibility as believers to get involved in the affairs of our country. Many of us fail to pray because we don't realize just how powerful our prayers can affect this country. Yes, our prayers can cancel debts, introduce gold-backed currencies, remove the IRS and reform the legal and banking system. Our prayers can restore the rights guaranteed by the Constitution and keep Bush away from the nation's capital and prevent him from killing human lives to profit oil companies and arms merchants. Michael Douglas may have played The American President, but God shows up in the burning Bush and wants to repossess America from the axis of evil controlled by a cabal of shadowy globalist bankers, and He can only do it through His army of onward Christian soldiers, you and me.

Eddy Nguyen



Editor's note: The above emails are just representative of many received on the topic. My response to all letters is in this issue's editorial (above).


 

Re: The American Pledge of Allegiance
 

Hi. 
For me, NO MORE DR. PEPPER!
For those who have not heard, the bottlers/manufacturers of Dr. Pepper and their other products, have started a "new" can campaign. They are putting patriotic scenes on them. One, is the Empire State Bldg. with the pledge of allegiance...but... they left off the words..."under God".  They felt it might "offend" some. I don't know about you, but as a Christian, I am boycotting their products! They said they didn't "have room" for those words, but yet they had room for "indivisible" on the can!
Please pass this along to others and see if we can get a message out to Dr.Pepper.... if having "under God" on cans offends them, then they don't need our money with "in God we trust" on it!!!!
Love in Jesus' name. 
M.L. and Pat.

If any readers would like to register their vote concerning whether or not the words "under God" should be removed from the American constitution you can click here to reach the official voting site.


 

Re: The Making A Difference mailing format.
 

Dear David,
Thank you sooo much for sending us "Making A Difference" in the normal format, we look forward to this every month and spend time reading all the testimonies and stories. Keep up the great work, we pray for this ministry and we have shared this site with many of our friends, both Christian and non-Christian friends.
God Bless you and the team,
Yours in Christ.
Wayne & Lyn Reid,  New Zealand.



 

Re: On The Wings Of A Prayer
 

Hello David,

I thought that poem sounded very familiar so checked it out.  It is one that was written by Helen Steiner Rice.  Could you let the people know that sent it to you?  When people don't know, or question the source of poems like this, generally a search on Google or another engine using part of the poem will bring up entries for them to pursue.  I enjoy your newsletter.  God bless you and your ministry!

Peggy



    Along with all the above (plus some) the following arrived from "A Note From Heaven" (see Devotionals - below). I thought I'd share it with those of you who don't subscribe direct.
 

     Lord, am I really an unlovely person?  Is that why I am being rejected?

 

     My Child, you have permitted your thoughts to drag you down.  Your soul knows you are not unlovely but lovely.  In your despair, you have given your thoughts free reign and they have led you to the gutter.  Use your will to discipline your thoughts to follow only an upward trail.

     I created your innermost being; I knit you together in your mother's womb.  You are wonderfully made.  Your frame was not hidden from Me when I made you in the secret place.  All the days ordained for you were written in my book.  My thoughts to you are precious, my child. How vast is the sum of them!  My thoughts toward you outnumber the grains of sand.  I lead you in right paths.

     Meditate on My love for you.  You are adopted as My very own.  You have been given seating with Me according to My good pleasure.

     Your rejection by any individual on earth cannot compare with your acceptance by me.  Rejoice in My love as I rejoice in you according to My Word.  I am moulding you to conform to the lovely image I had of you when I created you.  You are my very own beloved child.    

     "Rejoice in the Lord always" (Philippians 4:4)



May You Always *


Be A Fruit Inspector!
 By Walter Kambulow
(Chapter 5 of his new book, Be Doers Of The Word.)
"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. "You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?  "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  "A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  "Therefore by their fruits you will know them. Matthew 7:15-20
Jesus taught His disciples to beware of false prophets, who would come to them in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they would be ravenous wolves. The false ones will be known their fruits. Those who reject and deny what God has not denied including apostles, prophets, gifts of healing, miracles and speaking in tongues cannot be true prophets, but rather false ones. Those who rob, rape and use the sheep to build their own kingdom rather than those of the sheep cannot be true shepherds. For God’s word is unchanging:

"As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. "And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd. John 10:15-16 
Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 1 Peter 5:2-4
True shepherds of the flock of God serve as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to them, but being examples to the flock. Unfortunately as seen by the many religious scandals in America true shepherds are very hard to find. 

But there are those foolish religious leaders who teach,  “Judge not, that you be not judged” or “touch not my anointed?” But if you don’t judge a religious leader how can you be a fruit inspector? You cannot! No, God’s word is unchanging about the whole counsel of God:

"For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  "For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  "Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.  "Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 
"So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  "I have coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel.  "Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were with me.  "I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "  Acts 20:27-35
Take heed, watch and remember are not passive verbs but active verbs and is something that God’s word instructs all of God’s people to do. They have a divine calling to be fruit inspectors. For God’s word is unchanging:

"Remember Lot's wife. "Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. Luke 17:32-33
Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the moneychangers doing business.  When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables.  And He said to those who sold doves, "Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise!"
Then His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up." John 2:13-17
No, Jesus Christ was not very kind and nice to moneychangers in the house of God. Rather He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables. He gave an example what His true disciples were to do also! For to be like Jesus is to do what Jesus did? God’s word is unchanging:

 Now when His disciples had come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread.
Then Jesus said to them, "Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees."  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "It is because we have taken no bread."
But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, "O you of little faith, why do you reason among yourselves because you have brought no bread?  "Do you not yet understand, or remember the five loaves of the five thousand and how many baskets you took up?  "Nor the seven loaves of the four thousand and how many large baskets you took up?  "How is it you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread?-but to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."
Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Matthew 16:5-12
"Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts, "who devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation." Luke 20:46-47
Being dumb and stupid and not taking heed and being beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees is not something that would please Jesus or God? Otherwise Jesus would not warn His disciples about the false ones and their deeds and teachings!  

Thomas Jefferson, third president of the United States, the author of the Declaration of Independence, the foremost spokesman for democracy of his day and one of the greatest men who ever lived, stated some things that all should consider:
In every government on earth is some trace of human weakness, some germ of corruption and degeneracy, which cunning will discover, and wickedness insensibly open, cultivate and improve." --Thomas Jefferson: Notes on Virginia, 1782.
"The sheep are happier of themselves than under the care of the wolves." --Thomas Jefferson: Notes on Virginia, 1782.
I never submitted the whole system of my opinions to the creed of any party of men whatever, in religion, in philosophy, in politics or in anything else, where I was capable of thinking for myself. Such an addiction is the last degradation of a free and moral agent. – Thomas Jefferson Letter To Francis Hopkinson, Paris Mar. 13, 1789
Enlighten the people generally, and tyranny and oppressions of body and mind will vanish like evil spirits at the dawn of day. – Thomas Jefferson letter to P. S. Dupont de Nemours, Poplar Forest, April 24, 1816 
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    God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                 
Yvette Burleigh
 



 GREAT LINKS
Please make the time to visit the web sites below.
Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,
most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.
A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.
If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please email us.
We would love to hear from you.
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A Letter In The Night *
Second Coming
Thank You, God *
A Trip To Hell *
God Talks to Noah *
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Our Special Father *
 



All The Angels Were Busy
By Renee Caldwell 
 

As the family sat down for their evening meal 
Around the kitchen table 
The mother poured milk for her little girl 
And set it down before her. 
 

They shared with each other the day’s events 
As each had gone their way. 
The father told of all the hay he’d cut 
And how hot it had been that day. 
 

"I had to lie down for a little while," 
The mother softly spoke. 
"I’m sure it was the heat," she said, 
"Hoeing the garden was hard work." 
 

"Did you enjoy your day, little one?" 
The father asked his daughter. 
"Oh yes, Daddy," she sweetly smiled. 
Her eyes couldn’t shine much brighter. 
 

"I picked up some grain out in the barn 
That had fallen from the bin. 
I hope you don’t mind, it wasn’t much. 
I fed it to my birdie friends. 
 

And Mama let me have the lettuce 
She had thinned out of the garden. 
I took it down beside the brook 
And gave it to the bunnies." 
 

Her daddy smiled and wondered 
At the heart of one so small, 
The care and concern for her "critters", 
She loved them one and all. 
 

But as the child continued, 
Her father’s expression changed. 
A worried look came into his eyes, 
A frown upon his face. 
 

Fear gripped his heart at the child’s next words, 
His knuckles went white through his tan. 
The questioning look he gave his wife 
Made her reach out for his hand. 
 

"A man came down to the brook today," 
The little girl chattered on, 
"He stayed for awhile and watched me play, 
Before he travelled on. 
 

He must have come from far away, 
His clothes were not like ours. 
His pants and shirt were white as could be, 
And his hair was very long. 
 

I sang and danced in the sun," she said. 
"All the butterflies danced with me. 
The grass was soft underneath my feet 
The wildflowers bloomed so pretty. 
 

I jumped and twirled and laughed out loud, 
The frogs by the brook laughed too. 
The crickets chirped, the birds all sang, 
I felt so very happy. 
 

I stopped to catch my breath, you know, 
And it was then that he reached toward me. 
He pulled me close to him just then, 
And I sat down right beside him." 
 

"Who was this man?" her father cried, 
He could stay silent no longer. 
"What did he mean by coming here 
To touch my little daughter?" 
 

"How could you let her go alone? 
She has no fear of danger!" 
He paced the floor and clenched his fists. 
His face grew red with anger. 
 

"Surely he was up to no good!" said he, 
His distress had taken over. 
But the hand of his wife upon his arm 
Made him take his seat beside her. 
 

Her face was calm, she was very quiet 
As she sat intently listening. 
"Let the child go on," she said to him, 
And her eyes were softly glistening. 
 

"Oh Daddy, I think you’d like this man, 
He seemed so nice to me. 
The animals came right up to him, 
To see and hear, like me. 
 

He was very quiet and gentle 
As we rested on the sand. 
A white bird came to sit near him, 
Like the grey ones on our land. 
 

He stroked my hair and smiled at me, 
And then I saw his hand. 
I felt like crying when I saw, 
He had hurt them both somehow. 
 

I asked him how it happened, 
But he just patted me on my brow. 
He said it happened long ago, 
He didn’t say just how. 
 

He said they didn’t hurt anymore 
And that I shouldn’t fret. 
They were only the scars leftover 
From settling an old, old debt." 
 

The father’s throat was getting tight, 
He tried, but couldn’t speak. 
His eyes filled up, he hung his head, 
And a tear rolled down his cheek. 
 

His daughter never noticed, 
As she babbled on with joy. 
This stranger’s visit to the little girl 
Had been better than any toy. 
 

"I thought I might have met him once, 
I seemed to recognize 
The wonderful way he looked at me, 
With such kindness in his eyes. 
 

He seemed to know all about me, 
Though I’m sure I never said 
A word about our family, 
And yet he told me instead. 
 

He said he was a friend of yours," 
She turned toward her mother. 
"He said you called him earlier 
To ask him for a favor. 
 

He told me a message to give to you, 
Which I didn’t understand myself, 
He said all the angels were busy today, 
So he decided to come himself.
 

Now isn’t that the strangest thing 
For anyone to say?" 
Her mother smiled at her daughter then, 
But her gaze seemed far away. 
 

"You wouldn’t think it strange, my dear, 
If you had heard me pray, 
When I felt weak and couldn’t go 
To the brook with you today. 
 

I knew that I must rest a bit, 
I was weary to the bone. 
I asked for an angel to accompany you 
So you wouldn’t be alone." 
 

"Was he your friend then, Mama? 
The one you’re always talking to? 
The one that you call Lord, 
That goes everywhere with you?" 
 

"I believe it was," said her mother then. 
"I believe it too!" gasped her dad. 
"I’m glad he is my friend," she said, 
"He’s the best friend I’ve ever had." 
 

The kitchen light had a soft, warm glow 
That evening as they ate. 
The father asked, "Could I meet your friend? 
If you think it’s not too late? 
 

I’d like to thank him for keeping watch 
Over our little one, this time. 
Do you think he would be interested 
In being a friend of mine?"
 

"Just ask him," whispered the mother, 
For I know he’s very near." 
So with his eyes turned up toward heaven, 
He said a little prayer. 
 

He spoke the words so soft and low, 
But the Lord heard every one. 
The mother bowed her head in thanks. 
A new friendship had begun. 
 

A mother had prayed for an angel, it seemed 
The prayer had been short and easy. 
How could she know that on that day 
All the angels would be busy? 

 

Copyright © 2002 Renee Caldwell
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Editor's note: When I asked Renee if her poem could be included in "Making A Difference" this is what she replied. I am sharing it here to show just how the Lord can use people and also so that, if any readers are in a position to help Renee fulfil her dream of making her poem into a children’s book, they may like to contact her by clicking her name above. It occurs to me that Renee's vision of the booklet could equally well be done as a Flash presentation with music and turning pages and make a wonderful web site. Anyone want to give that go?
 

Dear David,

I would consider it an honor to see my poem included in Making a Difference. When I sent it to you, I typed "used with permission" on the copyright notation for that very purpose.  The only other website I have sent it to is Judy Bibby.  I don't have a website of my own.  Judy is so good with the graphics, applets, etc.  I hope she will feel led to make it a permanent part of her site, perhaps with some of her beautiful illustrations.

I have been reluctant to give this piece to just anyone (Matthew 7:6).  I have a great respect for you and your willingness to be used by our Lord.  The work you are doing is very important and I pray that God will abundantly bless you and your family.

You asked me if I wrote "All The Angels Were Busy."  I have made it a habit when I lay down at night to ask the Lord to take that opportunity to keep me with Him in a special way.  It is so hard to stay focused on Him during our busy days, sleep is one time He can have my undivided attention.  I ask Him to minister to me, whether it be revealing His truths, clearing away cluttered areas, chastisement when I need it, whatever He has for me.  One morning I woke myself up with His name on my lips, I was saying "I love you, Lord" and I knew we had been together, and there was the poem.  I hurried to scribble it down, it was coming so fast.  I do not normally think in rhyme, and this is the only poetry I have ever written.

Someday I would like to see it in the form of a children's book (that just might bless the big person reading it to the child).  In my mind's eye, I can picture a stanza or two on each page, with lovely illustrations of the nature scenes, the family settings, etc. and most importantly, a verse of scripture from God's Holy Word at the bottom of each page, for even though the poem itself can soften hearts and open doors, it is the Word that changes lives.


 DEVOTIONALS
If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and Scripturally sound daily devotionals,
I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites
where you can read some past messages and enrol for the daily mailings.
God Today - Daily Word
(click ARCHIVE at the top left)
A Note From Heaven *
Take this link to The Father's Place where you can subscribe to daily encouragement.
Morning Spirit Lift
To be honest, I don't know how Deb does what she does every day!
Walking In Truth
A hard-hitting daily message by Connie M Giordano.
Eddy Ministries
Written in contemporary English they are insightful, entertaining and educational. 
Life Changing Love
A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.


RECOMMENDED WEBSITES
The Advent Message
The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH
By Brent Whinfield
 

Amazing Facts
Reaching the world with God's end-time message
By Doug Batchelor
 



Peace In His Presence

In this world of uncertainty,
Where tomorrow may never be,
We have a hope that we can cling to,
That we find only, Lord, in Thee.

With You, we need not fear,
No worries to consume our minds,
For each moment lies in Your hands,
With You, peace is what we'll find.

We may lose our worldly possessions,
Relationships may come and go,
But Your presence is ever abiding,
Your blessings will always flow.

If we are faithful in our service,
Dedicating our hearts and lives to You,
Nothing will ever be too great for You, Lord,
You will forever be there to see us through.

So we'll cast all of our cares upon You,
We'll fret not what tomorrow will bring,
For the Lord watches over His children,
With You we KNOW we can face ANYTHING. 


TO BRING A SMILE


A CHILD'S EXPLANATION OF GOD
Shared by Ophelia Smith

    "One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die so there will be enough people to take care of things here on earth. He doesn't make grown-ups, just babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way, He doesn't have to take up His valuable time teaching them to walk and talk, He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.
    God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times besides bedtime.

    God doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV on account of this. Since He hears everything, not only prayers, there must be a terrible lot of noise in His ears, unless He has thought of a way to turn it off.

    God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere, which keeps Him pretty busy. So you shouldn't go wasting His time by going over your parent's head asking for something they said you couldn't have.

    Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in our church; at least there aren't any who come to our church.

    Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work like walking on water and performing miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. They finally got tired of Him preaching to them and they crucified Him. But He was good and kind like His Father and He told His Father that they didn't know what they were doing and to forgive them and
God said OK.

    His Dad (God) appreciated everything that He had done and all His hard work on earth so He told Him He didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in Heaven. So He did. And now He helps His Dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God to take care of and which ones He can take care of Himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important of course.

    You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to hear you because they got it worked out so one of them is on duty all the time.

    You should always go to Church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to make happy, it's God. Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong! And besides, the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.

    If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know He's around you when you're scared in the dark or when you can't swim very good and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids. But you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here and He can take me back anytime He pleases.

    And that's why I believe in God".

    Matthew 21:16  And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, “Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?”


 Moses and God
Shared by Dorothy Thornton
    
    "Excuse me, Sir." 
    "Is that you again, Moses?" 
    "I'm afraid it is, sir." 
    "What is it this time, Moses, more computer problems?" 
    "How did you guess?" 
    "I don't have to guess, Moses. Remember?" 
    "Oh, yeah. I forgot." 
    "Tell me what you want, Moses." 
    "But you already know. Remember?" 
    "Moses!" 
    "Sorry, sir." 
    "Well, go ahead, Moses. Spit it out." 
    "Well, I have a question, sir. You know those 'ten things' you sent me?" 
    "You mean the Commandments, Moses?" 
    "That's it. I was wondering if they were important." 
    "What do you mean 'were important,' Moses? Of course, they're important. Otherwise I wouldn't have sent them to you." 
    "Well, sorry, but I lost them. I could say the dog ate them, but of course you would see right through that." 
    "What do you mean 'you lost them'? Are you trying to tell me you didn't save them, Moses?" 
    "No, sir. I forgot." 
    "You should always save, Moses." 
    "Yes, I know. You told me that before. I was going to, but I forgot. 
             I did send them to some people before I lost them though." 
    "And did you hear back from any of them?" 
    "You already know I did. What about the one guy who said he never uses 'shalt not'? Can he change the words a little bit?" 
    "Yes, Moses? As long as he doesn't change the meaning." 
    "And what about the guy who thought your stance was a little harsh, 
             and recommended calling them the 'Ten Suggestions,' or letting people pick one or two to try for a while?" 
    "Moses, I'll act like I didn't hear that." 
    "I think that means 'no.' Well, what about the guy who said I was scamming him?" 
    "The term is 'spamming,' Moses." 
    "Oh, yeah. I E-mailed him back and told him I don't even eat that stuff, 
             and I have no idea how you can send it to someone through a computer." 
    "And what did he say?" 
    "You know what he said. He used Your name in vain. 
           You don't think he might have sent me one of those - er - plagues, and that's the reason I lost those ten things, do you?"
    "They're called 'viruses,' Moses." 
    "Whatever! This computer stuff is just too much for me. Can we just go back to those stone tablets? 
            It was hard on my back taking them out and reading them each day, but at least I never lost them." 
    "We'll do it the new way, Moses." 
    "I was afraid you would say that, sir." 
    "Moses, what did I tell you to do if you messed up?" 
    "You told me to hold up this rat and stretch it out toward the computer." 
    "It's a mouse, Moses. Mouse! Mouse! And did you do that?" 
    "No, I decided to try the technical support first. After all, who knows more about this stuff than you? 
            And I really like your hours. By the way, sir, did Noah have two of these mice on the ark?" 
    "No, Moses." 
    "One other thing. Why didn't you name them 'frogs' instead of 'mice,' 
            because didn't you tell me the thing they sit on is a pad?" 
    "I didn't name them, Moses. Man did, and you can call yours a frog if you want to." 
    "Oh, that explains it. Kind of like Adam, huh, sir? Bet some woman told him to call it a mouse. 
            After all, wasn't it a woman who named one of the computers Apple?" 
    "Say good night, Moses." 
    "Wait a minute, sir. I am stretching out the mouse, and it seems to be working. 
            Yes, a couple of the 'ten things' have come back." 
    "Which ones are they, Moses?" 
    "Let's see. 'Thou shalt not steal from any grave an image' and 'Thou shalt not uncover thy neighbour’s wife." 
    "Turn the computer off, Moses. I'm sending you another set of stone tablets." 



Out With The Old...
Shared by Yvette Burleigh
 

    "The elderly priest, speaking to the young priest, said, "It was a good idea to replace the first four pews with plush bucket theatre seats. It worked. The front of the church fills first." 
    The young priest nodded and the old one continued, "And you told me a little more beat to the music would bring young people back to church, so I supported you when you brought in that rock' n roll gospel choir. We are packed to the balcony." 
    "Thank you, Father," Answered the young priest, "I am pleased you are open to the new ideas of youth." 
    "Well", said the elderly priest, "I'm afraid you've gone too far with the drive-thru Confessional." 
    But Father, "protested the young priest. "My confessions have nearly doubled since I began that!" 
    "I know son," replied the old man. "But that flashing neon sign, 'Toot 'n Tell or Go to Hell', can't stay on the church roof." 


  AND,
TO BRING A TEAR 


Ugly the Cat
Shared by Harvey and June Schneider

    Everyone in the apartment complex I lived in knew who Ugly was. Ugly was the resident tomcat.  Ugly loved three things in this world: fighting, eating garbage, and love.  The combination of these things combined with a life spent outside had their effect on Ugly.  To start with, he had only one eye and where the other should have been was a hole.
    He was also missing his ear on the same side, his left foot appeared to have been badly broken at one time, and had healed at an unnatural angle, making him look like he was always turning the corner. Ugly would have been a dark grey tabby, striped type, except for the sores covering his head, neck, and shoulders.  Every time someone saw Ugly there was the same reaction. "That's one UGLY cat!!!"

    Children were warned not to touch him, adults threw rocks at him, hosed him down, squirted him when he tried to come in their homes, or shut his paws in the door when he would not leave.

    If you turned the hose on Ugly, he would stand there, getting soaked until you gave up and quit.  If you threw things at him, he would curl his lanky body around your feet in forgiveness.

    Whenever he spied children, he would come running, meowing frantically and bump his head against their hands, begging for
their love.  If you ever picked him up he would immediately begin suckling on your shirt, earrings, whatever he could find.

    One day, Ugly shared his love with the neighbor's dogs.  They did not respond kindly, and Ugly was badly mauled.  I tried to rush to his aid but by the time I got to where he was laying, it was apparent Ugly's sad life was almost at an end.  As I picked him up and tried to carry him home, I could hear him wheezing and gasping, and could feel him struggling.  It must be hurting him terribly, I thought.

    Then I felt a familiar tugging, sucking sensation on my ear. Ugly, in so much pain, suffering and obviously dying, was trying to suckle my ear.  I pulled him closer to me, and he bumped the palm of my hand with his head, then he turned his one golden eye towards me, and I could hear the distinct sound of purring.  Even in the greatest pain, that ugly battled scarred cat was asking only for a little affection, perhaps some compassion.

    At that moment I thought Ugly was the most beautiful, loving creature I had ever seen.  Never once did he try to bite or scratch me, try to get away from me, or struggle in any way. Ugly just looked up at me completely trusting in me to relieve his pain.
    Ugly died in my arms before I got inside.  I sat and held him for a long time afterwards, thinking about how one scarred, deformed little stray could so alter my opinion about what it means to have true pureness of spirit, to love so totally and truly.

    Ugly taught me more about giving and compassion than a thousand books, lectures, or talk shows ever could, and for that I will always be thankful.  He had been scarred on the outside, but I was scarred on the inside, and it was time for me to move on and learn to love truly and deeply. To give my all to those I care for.

    Many people want to be richer, more successful, well liked, and beautiful, but for me . . . I will always try to be like Ugly.


    If a man say, "I love God," and hateth his brother, he is a liar. For he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?  And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loveth God love his brother also.  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and every one that loveth Him that begot, loveth Him also that is begotten by Him. (1 John 4:20 - 5:1)

    We are commanded to look past the things that we may find physically unpleasant in another Christian and look at them as if we were looking at them through God's eyes.  God sees each person who has accepted Jesus as His child.  He died for each and every one of us because of His love.
 



   CHILDREN'S CORNER


A Sandpiper To Bring You Joy *


Do you like to have fun and know your Bible at the same time?
BIBLE TRIVIA QUIZZES
Lots of cool quizzes to test your Scriptural knowledge.


     MY PLEDGE
 

As our long-time readers know,
I have always thought of "Making A Difference"
and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."
 

Without the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share
the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find, 
there would not be any magazine.
 

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it.
But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
 

I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY
FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST
EVERY SINGLE DAY
 

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER
TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS
THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
 

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED
PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions
through a mutually convenient internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO US
telling us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs
as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life
and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 

WE NEED
REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(that's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS
IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES
AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES 
 

Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt
since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you."
(Luke 6:38)
    
AND
WE NEED
YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING
WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME,
TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
 

God bless you all.                                                                        
                                                                David R. Holt


Testimony
By David Holt
    As many readers know, I drive a taxi part time to help out with funding and, before I go to work, I always pray to the Lord asking Him to assign an angel to ride in the cab with me to ensure safe travel for my passengers, other road-users and myself. Recently, I was at Brisbane Airport waiting my turn on the taxi rank and realised that I would need to get gas for the car before traveling much further and so I resolved to fill up on the way from the airport with my next customer.
    In due course, a gentleman got in and told me where he wanted to go - a journey of about half an hour. I noticed that he was a military man and, as we set off, by way of making conversation, I asked him where he had flown in from. He told me that he had come from Papua New Guinea where he was the officer who had set up and coordinated the recent Aussie Veterans' visit to the Kokoda Track including flying the Australian Prime Minister and his wife into the jungle for the unveiling of a plaque commemorating the heroic journey made by the soldiers during the Second World War. The soldier's spoke enthusiastically and his account was fascinating - so fascinating that I completely forgot about the gas! We reached the freeway and ran out! Needless to say, I was most embarrassed as we sat, waiting for assistance from another cabbie. Fortunately, my customer wasn't too bothered by it and I suspect he was more amused than anything. 
    Imagine my relief, however, when, later that day, topped up with fuel and mobile again, I heard on the radio news that there had been a fatal accident involving a semi-trailer and a car on the freeway at just about the time and place we would have been had I not forgotten to get the gas! Yes, God DOES answer prayers. Sometimes He doesn't answer them quite the way we expect! Now my prayer is that He will forgive my mutterings when the car rolled to a silent stop that afternoon on the freeway. What a wonderful Lord and Protector we have!
 



 

PRAYER 
Shared by Nancy Wall
 

Heavenly Father, Help us remember that the jerk who cut us off in traffic last night is a single mother who worked nine hours that day and was rushing home to cook dinner,
help with homework, do the laundry and spend a few precious moments with her children.

     Help us to remember that the pierced, tattooed, disinterested young man
who can't make change correctly is a worried 19-year-old college student,
balancing his apprehension over final exams
with his fear of not getting his student loans for next semester.

     Remind us, Lord, that the scary looking bum (who really ought to get a job!),
begging for money in the same spot every day
is a slave to addictions that we can only imagine in our worst nightmares.

     Help us to remember that the old couple walking annoyingly slow through the store aisles
and blocking our shopping progress are savoring this moment,
knowing that, based on the biopsy report she got back last week,
this will be the last year that they go shopping together.

     Heavenly Father, remind us each day that, of all the gifts you give us,
the greatest gift is love.
It is not enough to share that love with those we hold dear.
Open our hearts not just to those who are close to us but to all humanity.
     Let us be slow to judge and quick to forgive. 
Bless us with patience, empathy and love.
 

AMEN!


 OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen. This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!
