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I the Lord search the heart
and examine the mind,
to reward a man according to his conduct,
according to what his deeds deserve.
Jeremiah 17:10


  Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to those who are reading their very first "Making A Difference." We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies.
    Thank you once again to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
    Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor. 
    Again, a reminder. If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.
    Click the link below - I didn't write this but it is my thought for today.
Reflections *


The Prodigal Daughter
Shared by Caryl Fischer
 

    A young girl grows up on a cherry orchard just above Young, New South Wales. Her parents, a bit old-fashioned, tend to overreact to her nose ring, the music she listens to, and the length of her skirts. They ground her a few times and she seethes inside. "I hate you!" she screams at he father when he knocks on the door of her room after an argument and that night she acts on a plan she has mentally rehearsed scores of times. She runs away.
    She has visited Sydney only once before, on a bus trip with her church youth group to watch a basketball game. Because newspapers in Young report in detail the drugs and the violence in downtown Sydney, she concludes that is probably the last place her parents will look for her. The Gold Coast maybe, or North Queensland, but not Sydney.
    Her second day there she meets a man who drives the biggest car she's ever seen. He offers her a ride, buys her lunch and arranges a place for her to stay. He gives her some pills that make her feel better than she's ever felt before. She was right all along, she decides: Her parents were keeping her from all the fun.
    The good life continues for a month, two months, a year. The man with the big car - she calls him "Boss" - teaches her a few things that men like. Since she's underage, men pay a premium for her. She lives in a penthouse and orders room service whenever she wants. Occasionally she thinks about the folks back home, but their lives seem so boring and provincial that she can hardly believe she grew up there.
    She has a brief scare when she sees her picture printed on the back of a milk carton with the headline, "Have you seen this child?" But by now she has blonde hair, and with all the makeup and body-piercing jewelry she wears, nobody would mistake her for a child. Besides, most of her friends are runaways and nobody dobs in Sydney.
    After a year the first sallow signs of illness appear and it amazes her how fast the boss turns mean. "These days we can't mess around," he growls and, before she knows it, she's out on the street without a cent to her name. She still turns a couple of tricks a night but they don't pay much and all the money goes to support her habit. When winter blows in she finds herself sleeping on metal grates outside big department stores. "Sleeping" is the wrong word - a teenage girl can never relax her guard. Dark bands circle her eyes. Her cough worsens.
    One night as she lies awake listening for footsteps, all of a sudden everything about her life looks different. She no longer feels like a woman of the world. She feels like a little girl, lost in a cold and frightening city. She begins to whimper. Her pockets are empty and she's hungry. She needs a fix. She pulls her legs right underneath her and shivers under the newspapers she's piled atop her coat. Something jolts a synapse of memory and a single image fills her mind: of spring in Young when a thousand cherry trees bloom at once, with her golden retriever dashing through the rows and rows of blossomy trees in chase of a tennis ball.
    "God, why did I leave?" she says to herself and pain stabs at her heart. "My dog back home eats better than I do now." She's sobbing and she knows in a flash that, more than anything else in the whole world, she wants to go home.
    Three straight phone calls; three straight connections with the answering machine. She hangs up without laving a message the first two times but the third time she says, "Dad, Mum, it's me. I was wondering about maybe coming home. I'm catching a bus up your way and it'll get there about midnight tomorrow. If you're not there, well, I guess I'll just stay on the bus.
    It takes quite a few hours for a bus to make all the stops between Central and Young and during that time she realises all the flaws in her plan. What if her parents are out of town and missed the message? Shouldn't she have waited another day or so until she could talk to them? And even if they are home, they probably wrote her off as dead long ago. She should have given them some time to get over the shock.
    Her thoughts bounce back and forth between those worries and the speech she is preparing for her father. "Dad, I'm sorry. I know I was wrong. It's not your fault; it's all mine. Dad, can you forgive me?" She says the words over and over, her throat tightening even as she rehearses them. She hasn't apologised to anyone in years.
    The bus has been driving with lights on since Bathurst. She's forgotten how dark it gets at night out here. A kangaroo jumps across the road and the bus swerves. Every so often, a billboard. A sign posting the kilometres to Young.
    When the bus finally rolls into the depot, it's air brakes hissing in protest, the driver announces in a crackly voice over the microphone, "Fifteen minutes folks. That's all we have here." Fifteen minutes to decide her life. She checks herself in a compact mirror, smooths her hair and licks the lipstick off her teeth. She looks at the tobacco stains on her fingertips and wonders if her parents will notice. If they're there.
    She walks into the depot not knowing what to expect. Not one of the thousand scenes that have played in her mind prepare her for what she sees. There, in the concrete-walls-and-plastic-chairs bus terminal stands a group of forty brothers and sisters and great-aunts and uncles and cousins and a grandmother and great-grandmother to boot. They're all wearing goofy party hats and blowing noise-makers and, taped across the entire wall of the terminal is a computer-generated banner that reads, "Welcome home!"
    Out of the crowd of well-wishers breaks her dad. She stares out through the tears quivering in her eyes and begins the memorised speech, "Dad, I'm sorry, I know...."
    He interrupts her. "Hey, it's OK. We've got no time for that. No time for apologies. You'll be late for the party. A banquet's waiting at home."


History In A Nutshell
A very concise and informative Flash Presentation 


EDITORIAL
    There are stories in the Bible that might make some people question God's loving nature. I know that some of them had me very puzzled for a while until I understood God's justice. You may have been or even still be equally puzzled and so let's take a look at a couple of those stories today. They are both found in the historic annals of the lives of David and his son, Solomon.
    The first is in the second book of Samuel. It only covers the first 8 verses of chapter 7 and tells of an incident when the Ark of the Covenant was being brought to Jerusalem by King David and his entourage. 
    Before looking at that story though, we need to read Numbers 4:15 where the Lord told Moses, "After Aaron and his sons have finished covering the holy furnishings and all the holy articles, and when the camp is ready to move, the Kohathites are to come to do the carrying. But they must not touch the holy things or they will die..." 
    Now to the story. We read that, as the cart carrying the Ark into the threshing floor of a man named Nacon (where, presumably, David's party was to stop-over for the night), the oxen pulling it stumbled and Uzzah, one of the Kohathites attending it reached out to steady the Ark. There can be no doubt that Uzzah knew the importance of the Ark and so this was, most probably, an instinctive action to protect one of the most sacred artefacts in all of Israel. Nevertheless, as soon as his hand touched it, he was struck dead. The Scripture says, "The Lord's anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the Ark of God."
    Does that sound like a loving and merciful Creator and Saviour? On the face of it, it doesn't does it? Even King David got mad with God over His action! So what can we learn from this story? Well, before attempting to answer that question, let's look at the other story.
    This one is found in 1 Kings chapter 2. Again, a little bit of history is needed to explain the circumstances. Another time when David and his supporters were traveling along a road, one day a man named Shimei - a supporter of the late King Saul's - began to hurl rocks and curses at them accusing David as being a man of blood - even though he had had no part in Saul's death. David's fervently loyal soldier companion, Abishai wanted to go and kill Shimei there and then but David stopped him because he was not really a threat to them and David was merciful. It was just as easy to ignore Shimei as to have his blood on his hands.
    Later, when David's son Solomon became king, he saw the need to restrain Shimei from further mischief but, rather than simply having him executed, Solomon showed mercy and confined Shimei to his home in Jerusalem with the warning that, should he ever leave Jerusalem, then he would die. For three years Shimei obeyed the king and never ventured out of the city until, one day, two of his slaves absconded to Gath. With no other purpose than to recover his slaves, Shimei set off after them. Needless to say, word of Shimei's "breaking parole" got back to the king and Solomon summoned him to the court.
    "Did I not make you swear by the Lord and warn you, 'On the day you leave to go anywhere else, you can be sure you will die'? At that time you said to me, 'What you say is good. I will obey.' Why then did you not keep your oath to the Lord and obey the command I gave you? You know in your heart all the wrong you did to my father David. Now the Lord will repay you for all your wrongdoing. But King Solomon will be blessed, and David's throne will remain secure before the Lord forever." Then Solomon ordered his military commander Benaiah to take Shimei out of the court and execute him.
    The man had only gone to retrieve his runaway slaves! Did he deserve to die for that any more than Uzzah had deserved to die for trying to protect the Ark? I imagine that most readers will be saying, "No!" to that question and, to THAT question you would be right. You see, it wasn't WHAT those two men did that was their crime. It was their "mind-set."
    Let me give a modern example that I hope will explain the dilemma to you. 
    A man is walking in the country. As he walks he sees a sign that reads, "Keep out! Beware of the bull. Enter and be killed!" His understanding of English and his eyesight are both flawless. The man looks over the fence and sees an injured bird in the field and, filled with compassion, he climbs the fence and makes for the bird to rescue it. But before he can reach it, a gigantic bull charges towards him and impales him on its horns where he dies. Was his crime - deserving of death - the desire to rescue an injured bird? Of course it wasn't! No more that Uzzah's crime was a desire to protect the Ark or Shimei's to retrieve his slaves. They ALL committed the same crime - DISOBEDIENCE. They had all been warned and all understood the warnings but they CHOSE to disobey them and therefore, they had to bear the consequences.
    Another couple did that didn't they? And everyone since them has had to bear the consequences. Adam and Eve CHOSE - at the persuasion of Satan disguised as a serpent - to DISOBEY their Creator and personal Friend. Was the forbidden fruit poisonous? No! If it was, they would have died there and then wouldn't they? God is not a liar. He had told Adam that he could eat any fruit in the garden except that one. He had told him very precisely that, if he did eat it, he would surely die. He didn't tell him when he would die - just that he would. And he did! And everyone who has ever followed Adam has inherited the mortality that he WILFULLY CHOSE. You will die and I will die!
    But God sent His Own Son to pay our death penalty in our place so that, although we may still have to accept the penalty -mortality - that Adam and Eve brought upon their seed, there is the glorious promise of everlasting life with Him where there will be no sickness or pain. 
    The Testament of the New Covenant also tells us of some conditions though. Jesus beloved friend and disciple John gives us a very clear definition of the word "sin" where we are told, "Everyone who sins breaks the Law. In fact, sin is the transgression of the Law." (1 John 3:4). His brother James provides a little more enlightenment about this where he says, "For whosoever shall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one, he is guilty of all." (James 2:10). Jesus Himself said, "Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law, till all be fulfilled." (Matthew 5:18). Of course, all will be fulfilled when Jesus returns as He promised and resurrects the faithful dead and the righteous living and when all those who have rejected His free gift of salvation are destroyed. So there can be no doubt that the Divine Law - otherwise known as The Ten Commandments - is as valid today as it was when Moses brought it down from Mount Sinai and there can be no doubt that this word "sin" that occurs all through the Bible refers to the breaking of that Divine Law. John also wrote that the man who says, "I know Him" (Jesus) and does not do what He commands is a liar and the truth is not in him (1 John 2:4). Nothing vague about that is there?
    So what's the answer? It is found in the book of Hebrews, in chapter 10, verses 26 and 27 where we read, "For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgement and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries." WOW!! There's nothing vague about that either! That was the King James' 1611 wording - and, because it's SO important and just in case anyone isn't quite sure what it means, let's look at a more modern version. "If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgement and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God." (New International Version). 
    The "knowledge of the [basic] truth" takes a mere fifteen verses of Scripture - Exodus 20, verses 3 to 17 - so there's absolutely NO REASON for anyone to say, "But I didn't know!" is there? Could you accurately quote those fifteen verses right now? If not, I strongly suggest that you learn them because your salvation depends on it. Before He came to earth in human form Jesus warned the prophet Hosea, "My people are destroyed through lack of knowledge." (Hosea 4:6). When one realises that, as I say, the knowledge He was speaking about only takes fifteen verses, there's no reason ANYONE should be destroyed through the lack of it is there? Paul wrote that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23), so does that mean that all can expect "judgement and raging fire" that shall devour them? NO IT DOESN'T! Because there is one other word in Hebrews 10:26 that explains why. That word is "wilfully."
    God knows we are human and He knows human weakness. Yes, all HAVE sinned and fallen short but the question is, have they done it in a momentary lapse of concentration or have they wilfully (deliberately, intentionally), in the full knowledge of what they were doing, sinned (broken the least of the Commandments)? Quite simply, if they have done the latter, as the scripture says, there is no more sacrifice for sin for them and that makes them enemies of God. Jesus has already paid the price. Jesus cannot be crucified and resurrected again and again! Disobedience is what cost mankind their immortality in the first place and disobedience is what will cost some of them their salvation in the last place! But if you still aren't sure, Jesus actually gave you the answer Himself. It is quoted by His disciple Matthew in chapter 19, verse 17 of his gospel: "...if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments."
    Where will YOU be? It matters not what you did yesterday. No man can put back time. The criminal on the cross beside Jesus accepted Him as his Saviour and Jesus promised him salvation. But the criminal still died on that cross didn't he? Just like Uzzah and Shimei, he had committed crimes the penalty for which was earthly death. His was death by crucifixion and death by crucifixion is what he got. It is possible that this magazine could be read by someone on death row in a prison somewhere. That prisoner may have accepted Christ as his Creator and Saviour and repented to HIM of everything that he did to put him on death row. He may now be sincerely striving to keep all ten of Jesus' Commandments but he will still have to bear the earthly consequence for his crimes. The wonderful thing though is that he WILL enter the kingdom of heaven and there he will walk the golden street with the man from the cross beside Jesus and with Jesus Himself! Will he meet YOU there or are you doing things YOUR way rather than God's way? Think about it before Jesus comes. You may be diligently praising God every day of your life. You may even be doing great things for Him but, if you are wilfully disobeying even one of His Commandments it will be too late to say, "Lord, Lord, did I not prophesy in your name and, in your name cast out demons?" because all you will hear is, "Away from Me, I never knew you. You who worked iniquity."  It is my prayer that everyone reading this will hear instead those wonderful words, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." It only takes the reading, acceptance and obedience to fifteen verses!

    God bless you all. He longs to!
DRH.      


The Value of a Soul *


 

"God's Deal With YOU"
By David Rex Holt
GET YOUR COPY NOW
195,000 WORDS - 418 PAGES
JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING
CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM
 

    God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                 
Yvette Burleigh
 



Bosom Buddies
By Eddy Nguyen

    "Give, and it will be given to you;
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom.
For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you." 

(Luke 6:38)


    The law of giving is very simple, give, and it will be given to you. If you are a tightwad and give by the spoonfuls, however, don't expect to receive by the truckloads. There are many believers who don't know this universal law and some even think that it's wrong to expect to receive when they give. Just as it is irresponsible for a farmer to sow seeds and expect his crops to rot, it is as irresponsible for us to give financial seeds to others and ignore the harvest God promised, especially when that harvest could help finance the preaching of the gospel of salvation to the billions of lost and dying souls in the world today. 
    God wants us to receive a plentiful harvest from the financial seeds that we sow. He wants us to be so blessed with so many goodies as men give to our bosoms that the world, not Tom Hanks, is our Bosom Buddies. God wants us to have abundance, not so we can hoard it selfishly for ourselves and by ourselves, but so that we can give generously to ministries that spread the Word and do good works. So the next time you give, don't be afraid to expect a harvest. Release your faith to reap the rewards that God has promised you in His Word. Then, when they come, do not eat all your seeds but turn around and sow them again. Keep the flow of giving and receiving going constantly so God Almighty can bless the world richly through you.


 GREAT LINKS
Please make the time to visit the web sites below.
Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,
most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.
A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.
If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please email us.
We would love to hear from you.
 

* Indicates the site includes music
 

MESSAGES
God's Love *
The Meaning Of Life *
My Friend, How I Loved You So *
Fruitful Things I Have Learned About Life *
 

SONGS
 

I Believe *
A dynamic Flash movie backed by The Gaither Vocal Band
She's An Eagle When She Flies *
Sung by Dolly Parton
 

POEMS
 

Remind Me, O God *
Wishes *
 

PRAYERS
Blessings From The Farm *



 

MAILBOX
    Mark O'Reilley's article ("Now The Pledge of Allegiance" - July 1st) invoked a number of responses from readers both agreeing and disagreeing with him. Space doesn't permit the inclusion of them all but below are just a few that are pretty representative of the various opinions expressed. The first two ARE different and, as a non-American, I can say that they are wonderful testimonies to the fact that all is NOT lost in spite of what satanic legislators may say. If the rest of the so-called Christian countries of the world were half as dedicated then it would be a better place! (But that's only my opinion!)
 

One Nation Under God *
Francine Pucillo          



 One Nation Under God *
Karen Lyons              



I love this country with all my heart. I believe the reason it's going down the tubes is because most Christians have lost their boldness and gotten fat and lazy. People are dying and going to hell every minute and our eyes are dry and our Bibles are dusty. Before you complain about what's going on in this country you ought to get on your face before God and repent of your 
idleness and indifference. Get things right between you and Him and then get busy doing something that will matter in eternity.    II Chron. 7:14. Look it up. (if you can still find your Bible)

Pamela Phillips          



 I'm saddened to read Mark O'Reilley's 'opinions' on all Americans going to 'Hell-in-a-handbasket', "Will Jesus find even a remnant of His Followers here in USA?" Yes! He will!!!"  We cannot control our government or anti-everything 'groups' tearing down of God's Will and Commands, etc. and I don't care (at all!!!) about his pointing-the-finger at America as being the most un-Godly nation on earth! We are a long ways from where we should be and will probably never again be as we were when America was founded but there are millions of His Children here in His Nation. I have more faith in our Lord than to believe, even think, that He would leave us or throw us into Hell because of what the 'radicals' are doing here! After reading/re-reading/looking up scriptures, etc. I have a 'feeling' that my opinion would mean very little (if anything at all), to him! Wouldn't change his mind about anything in his message! In a better light, there are a lot (mostly), very true things in his message and for those we pray! We, The People, have signed, signed and sent petitions to our government and others but things haven't changed a bit. I was actually naive enough to think that after 911, we'd get prayer back in schools - The Pledge of Allegiance, etc. 'Zilch! But I have my beliefs and feelings leading from our Blessed Holy Spirit and I'm not going to change my mind either. Yes, we are in trouble. Yes, we do need to change our ways. Yes, we are still "One Nation Under God" and I still believe and have faith that God's Hands are still covering us. God Bless America. We aren't going to be thrown into Hell (all of us), just because there are those who are demonically led! If that were so, the whole world would go to Hell! There isn't a country on earth that doesn't have its "demoniacs."

Laura Lancaster             



Oh, how true it is!! God is in control and nothing happens without His permission, but nothing happens that He doesn't know about. If only more Christians would stand up and be counted as among those who do speak up, we wouldn't be in the mess we are in.

                                                            Dorothy Thornton           


     And finally, just to remind the world that America has not totally abandoned God, popular e-card company, Dayspring, have made the following beautiful presentation.
God Bless America *


THANK YOU
By Kimberly Dawn Combs-Mason
 

You have touched my life.
You have touched me in a special way.
I wish to give to you.
So for you I shall pray.
 

I shall ask my Lord to bless you.
I shall ask Him to keep you safe.
I know that He shall do this,
For I have so much faith.
 

He says to ask Him
In the name of His Son.
When you do this
It shall surely be done.
 

So for you I have done this.
For you I have prayed to Him,
Knowing that He shall answer;
Knowing that you shall win.
 

Praise be our Lord
For He loves us so,
And with you He shall be.
He shall follow wherever you go.



 DEVOTIONALS
If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and Scripturally sound daily devotionals,
I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites
where you can read some past messages and enrol for the daily mailings.
God Today - Daily Word
(click ARCHIVE at the top left)
A Note From Heaven *
Take this link to The Father's Place where you can subscribe to daily encouragement.
Morning Spirit Lift
To be honest, I don't know how Deb does what she does every day!
Walking In Truth
A hard-hitting daily message by Connie M Giordano.
Eddy Ministries
Written in contemporary English they are insightful, entertaining and educational. 
Life Changing Love
A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.


RECOMMENDED WEBSITES
The Advent Message
The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH
By Brent Whinfield
 



You Are...
By Angelina
Shared by Pamela Phillips
 

You are strong when you take your grief and teach it to smile.
You are brave when you overcome your fear and help others to do the same.
You are happy when you see a flower and are thankful for the blessing.
You are loving when your own pain does not blind you to the pain of others.
You are wise when you know the limits of your wisdom.
You are true when you admit there are times you fool yourself.
You are alive when tomorrow's hope means more to you than yesterday's mistake.
You are growing when you know what you are but not what you will become.
You are free when you are in control of yourself and do not wish to control others.
You are honourable when you find your honour is to honour others.
You are generous when you can take as sweetly as you can give.
You are humble when you do not know how humble you are.
You are thoughtful when you see me just as I am and treat me just as you are.
You are merciful when you forgive in others the faults you condemn in yourself.
You are beautiful when you don't need a mirror to tell you.
You are rich when you never need more than what you have.
You are you when you are at peace with who you are not.


    TO MAKE YOU SMILE


 

A little boy wanted $100 badly and prayed for two weeks but nothing happened. Then he decided to write God a letter requesting the $100. When the postal authorities received the letter addressed to God, USA, they decided to send it to President Bush.  
The President was so impressed, touched, and amused that he instructed his secretary to send the little boy a $5.00 bill. President Bush thought this would appear to be a lot of money to a little boy.  
The little boy was delighted with the $5.00 and sat down to write a thank you note to God, which read: 
Dear God, 
Thank you very much for sending the money, however, I noticed that for some reason you had to send it through Washington D.C. and, as usual, those crooks deducted $95.00
 



Where Is God??
Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht

Two little brothers were always in trouble in the town they lived in.
The parents decided the only thing to do was to have the new Priest in town talk to them.
The Priest agreed but he said, only one at a time. 

So Billy went first.
The Priest walked into the room where Billy was sitting and asked, "Where is God"? 
Billy just sat there starring at the floor so the Priest asked again, in a louder voice, "Where is God"? 
Billy started to squirm in his chair when in a booming voice, the Priest asked, "Where is God"? 

At this point, Billy jumped up, ran out of the room, down the street into his house, up the stairs, into his 
room and stood leaning against the door making sure he hadn't been followed. 

His brother Bobby asked him, "What happened"? And Billy said,
"You're not going to believe this, but God is missing and they’re trying to blame us!!!!"


Church Signs
Shared by Karen Lyons 

 

CHURCH PARKING - FOR MEMBERS ONLY!
Trespassers will be baptized! 
 

"No God - No Peace. Know God - Know Peace." 
 

"Free Trip to Heaven. Details Inside!" 
 

"Try our Sundays. They are better than Baskin- Robbins." 
 

An ad for one Church has a picture of two hands holding stone tablets on which the Ten Commandments are inscribed and a headline that reads, -"For Fast Relief, Take Two Tablets." 
 

"People are like tea bags - you have to put them in hot water before you know how strong they are." 
 

"Come in and pray today. Beat the Christmas rush." 
 

"Fight truth decay - study the Bible daily." 
 

"How will you spend eternity - Smoking or Non- Smoking.”? 
 

"Dusty Bibles lead to Dirty Lives." 
 

"Come work for the Lord. The work is hard, the hours are long and the pay is low.
But the retirement benefits are out of this world." 
 

"It is unlikely there'll be a reduction in the wages of sin." 
 

"If you're headed in the wrong direction, God allows U-turns." 
 

"If you don't like the way you were born, try being born again." 
 

"Looking at the way some people live, they ought to obtain eternal fire Insurance soon." 
 

"A ch__ch is a church when (U R) in it. 
 

"In the dark? Follow the Son." 
 

"Running low on faith? Stop in for a fill-up." 



The Lord's Prayer
Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht

Our Father Who Art In Heaven. 
Yes? 
Please, Don't interrupt me. I'm praying. 
But -- You called me. 
I called you? No, I didn't call you. I'm praying. 
Our Father Who Art In Heaven. 
There -- You did it again. 
Did what? 
Called me. You said, "Our Father who art in heaven." Well, here I am. What’s on your mind? 
But, I didn't mean anything by it. I was, you know, just saying my prayers for the day.
I always say the Lord's Prayer. It makes me feel good, kind of like fulfilling a duty. 
Well, alright. Go on. 
Okay, Hallowed be thy name. 
Hold it right there. What do you mean by that? 
By What? 
By "hallowed be thy name"? 
It means, it means ... good grief, I don't know what it means. How in the world should I know? 
It's just a part of the prayer. By the way, what does it mean? 
It means honoured, holy, wonderful. 
Hey, that makes sense. I never thought about what 'hallowed' meant before.  Thanks. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Do you really mean that? 
Sure, why not? 
What are you doing about it? 
Doing? Why, nothing, I guess.
I just think it would be kind of neat if you got control of everything down here like you have up there.
We're kinda in a mess down here you know. 
Yes, I know, but have I got control of you? 
Well, I go to church. 
But, that isn't what I asked you. What about your bad temper? 
You've really got a problem there, you know.
And then there's the way you spend your money-- all on yourself.
And what about the kind of books you read? 
Now hold on just a minute!  Stop picking on me!
I'm just as good as some of the rest of those people at church! 
Excuse me.  I thought you were praying for my will to be done. 
If that is to happen, it will have to start with the ones who are praying for it like you for example. 
Oh, all right. I guess I do have some hang-ups. Now that you mention it, I could probably name some others. 
So could I. 
I haven't thought about it very much until now, but I really would like to cut out some of those things.
I would like to, you know, be really free. 
Good. Now we're getting somewhere. We'll work together -- you and me. I'm proud of you. 
Look, Lord, if you don't mind, I need to finish up here. This is taking a lot longer than it usually does. 
Go ahead. 
Give us this day, our daily bread. 
You need to cut out the bread. You're overweight as it is. 
Hey, wait a minute! What is this?
Here I was doing my religious duty, and all of a sudden you break in and remind me of all my hang-ups. 
Praying is a dangerous thing. You might get what you ask for.  Remember, you called me -- 
And here I am.  It's too late to stop now.  Keep praying. 
.pause... 
well, go on. 
I'm scared to. 
Scared? Of what? 
I know what you'll say. 
Try me. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
What about Ruth? 
See? I knew it! I knew you would bring her up!
Why, Lord, she's told lies about me, spread stories. She never paid back the money she owes me. 
I've sworn to get even with her! 
But -- Your prayer -- what about your prayer? 
I didn't -- mean it. 
Well, at least you're honest. But, it's quite a load carrying around all that bitterness and resentment isn't it? 
Yes, but I'll feel better as soon as I get even with her.
Boy, have I got some plans for her. She'll wish she had never been born. 
No, you won't feel any better. You'll feel worse. Revenge isn't sweet.
You know how unhappy you are -- well, I can change that. 
You can? How? 
Forgive Ruth. Then, I'll forgive you; and the hate and sin will be Ruth's problem -- not yours.
You will have settled the problem as far as you are concerned. 
Oh, you know, you're right. You always are.
And more than I want revenge, I want to be right with You... (sigh). All right...all right...I forgive her. 
There now! Wonderful! How do you feel?   
Hmmmm. Well, not bad. Not bad at all! In fact, I feel pretty great!
You know, I don't think I'll go to bed uptight tonight. I haven't been getting much rest, you know. 
Yes, I know but you're not through with your prayer are you? Go on. 
Oh, all right. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
Good! Good! I'll do that. Just don't put yourself in a place where you can be tempted. 
What do you mean by that? 
You know what I mean. 
Yeah.  I know. 
Okay. Finish your prayer. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Do you know what would bring me glory -- what would make me really happy? 
No, but I'd like to know. I want to please you now. I've really made a mess of things.
I want to truly follow you. I can see now how great that would be. 
So, tell me ... how do I make you happy? 
You just did!



  AND,
TO MAKE YOU CRY 


57 Cents
Shared by Renee Caldwell
A true story that goes to show what God can do with 57 cents.

    A sobbing little girl stood near a small church from which she had been turned away because it was "too crowded." 
    "I can't go to Sunday School," she sobbed to the pastor as he walked by.

    Seeing her shabby, unkempt appearance, the pastor guessed the reason and, taking her by the hand, took her inside and found a place for her in the Sunday school class. The child was so touched that she went to bed that night thinking of the children who have no place to worship Jesus.

    Some two years later, that child lay dead in one of the poor tenement buildings and the parents called for the kind-hearted pastor, who had befriended their daughter, to handle the final arrangements. As her poor little body was being moved, a worn and crumpled purse was found which seemed to have been rummaged from some trash dump. Inside was found 57 cents and a note scribbled in childish handwriting, which read, "This is to help build the little church bigger so more children can go to Sunday school."

    For two years she had saved for this offering of love. When the pastor tearfully read that note, he knew instantly what he would do. Carrying this note and the cracked, red pocketbook to the pulpit, he told the story of her unselfish love and devotion. He challenged his deacons to get busy and raise enough money for the larger building. But the story does not end there!
    A newspaper learned of the story and published it. It was read by a realtor who offered them a parcel of land worth many thousands. When told that the church could not pay so much, he offered it for 57 cents.

    Church members made large donations. Checks came from far and wide. Within five years the little girl's gift had increased to $250,000.00 - a huge sum for that time (near the turn of the century). Her unselfish love had paid large dividends.

    When you are in the city of Philadelphia, look up Temple Baptist Church, with a seating capacity of 3,300 and Temple University, where hundreds of students are trained. Have a look, too, at the Good Samaritan Hospital and at a Sunday school building which houses hundreds of Sunday Scholars, so that no child in the area will ever need to be left outside during Sunday school time.

    In one of the rooms of this building may be seen the picture of the sweet face of the little girl whose 57 cents, so sacrificially saved, made such remarkable history. Alongside of it is a portrait of her kind pastor, Dr. Russell H. Conwell, author of the book, "Acres of Diamonds."


  CHILDREN'S CORNER


AS I GROW,  PLEASE...
Written by: Helene Rothschild 
Shared by Yvette Burleigh 
 

UNDERSTAND THAT I AM GROWING UP AND CHANGING VERY FAST.
IT MUST BE VERY DIFFICULT TO KEEP PEACE WITH ME, BUT PLEASE TRY.
LISTEN TO ME AND GIVE ME BRIEF CLEAR ANSWERS TO MY QUESTIONS.
THEN I WILL KEEP SHARING MY THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS.

REWARD ME FOR TELLING THE TRUTH.
THEN I AM NOT FRIGHTENED INTO LYING.
 

TELL ME WHEN YOU MAKE A MISTAKE AND WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED FROM THEM.
THEN I CAN ACCEPT THAT I AM OK EVEN WHEN I BLUNDER.
 

PAY ATTENTION TO ME AND SPEND TIME WITH ME.
THEN I CAN BELIEVE THAT I AM IMPORTANT AND WORTHWHILE.

DO THE THINGS YOU WANT ME TO DO.
THEN I HAVE A GOOD POSITIVE ROLE MODEL.
 

TRUST AND RESPECT ME EVEN THOUGH I AM SMALLER THAN YOU.
I HAVE FEELINGS ANDS NEEDS TOO, JUST LIKE YOU.

COMPLIMENT AND APPRECIATE ME.
THEN I'LL FEEL GOOD AND WANT TO CONTINUE TO PLEASE YOU.
 

HELP ME EXPLORE MY UNIQUE INTEREST, TALENTS, AND POTENTIAL IN ORDER FOR ME TO BE HAPPY I NEED TO BE ME AND NOT YOU OR SOMEONE ELSE YOU WANT ME TO BE.

BE AN INDIVIDUAL AND CREATE YOUR OWN HAPPINESS.
THEN YOU CAN TEACH ME THE SAME AND I CAN LIVE A HAPPY SUCCESSFUL AND FULFILLING LIFE. 

THANK YOU FOR HEARING ME 
I LOVE YOU, YOUR TEENAGER 



Do you like to have fun and know your Bible at the same time?
BIBLE TRIVIA QUIZZES
Lots of cool quizzes to test your Scriptural knowledge.


ASAP
Shared by Donna Leonard 
 
Ever wonder about the abbreviation ASAP? 
Generally we think of it in terms of even more hurry and stress in our lives. 
Maybe if we think of this abbreviation in a different manner,
we will begin to find a new way to deal with those rough days along the way. 
 
There's work to do, deadlines to meet; 
You've got no time to spare, 
But as you hurry and scurry 
ASAP - Always Say A Prayer 
 
In the midst of family chaos, 
Quality time is rare. 
Do your best; let God do the rest 
ASAP - Always Say A Prayer 

It may seem like your worries 
Are more than you can bear. 
Slow down and take a breather 
ASAP - Always Say A Prayer 

God knows how stressful life is; 
He wants to ease our cares, 
And He'll respond to all your needs 
ASAP - Always Say A Prayer 



     MY PLEDGE
 

As our long-time readers know,
I have always thought of "Making A Difference"
and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."
 

Without the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share
the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find, 
there would not be any magazine.
 

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it.
But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
 

I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY
FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST
EVERY SINGLE DAY
 

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER
TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS
THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
 

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED
PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions
through a mutually convenient Internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO US
telling us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs
as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life
and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 

WE NEED
REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(that's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS
IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES
AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES 
 

Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt
since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you."
(Luke 6:38)
    
AND
WE NEED
YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING
WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME,
TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
 

God bless you all.                                                                        
                                                                David R. Holt


I Know There Is A God
~By Sharon Steege~ 
Shared by Karen Lyons
 

I watched a cloud float by today 
and knew there was a GOD 
I picked a flower from a seed 
I had planted in the sod. 

I saw a rose all dripping with dew 
and knew GOD had to exist 
I saw HIM smiling in the face 
of a child at play with bliss. 

I felt HIM in the touch of your hand 
on my shoulder so soft and warm 
as you whispered "I'm here if you need me" 
when my soul was frayed and worn. 

I saw GOD in a rainbow 
after the rain had ceased to fall 
I heard HIM in a gentle breeze 
as summer turned to fall. 

I found HIM in a moment 
when I needed HIM the most 
He never left my side 
I always feel HIM close. 

How do I know there is a GOD 
I heard somebody say 
The best answer I can give you 
I TALKED TO HIM TODAY! 


 

PRAYER
By Ida
 

FATHER, 
I DESIRE only YOU 
I TRUST only YOU 
I WORSHIP only YOU 
I SEEK only YOU

In the morning, as I rise to work, 
I DESIRE only YOU. 
As I transport to work, with time to think or listen, 
I DESIRE only YOU. 
At work, with decisions to be made 
I DESIRE only YOU. 

As I come home from work, weary, 
where I have desired and sought relaxation. 
I DESIRE only YOU 

In spare moments, as I face each decision, each task, 
I DESIRE only YOU 
Facing the future, in my home, in my ministry, in my daily life, 
I DESIRE only YOU 

Beautiful Father, 
Mighty God, 
Wonderful Counsellor 
Almighty, 
Loving, 
Holy Father, 
In whom I live and move and have my being. 
I desire only You. 

I am Your child, I ask only one thing, 
FATHER, I DESIRE only YOU 

