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 Anyone who says,
‘‘I know Him,” 
but does not do what He commands
is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. 
(1 John 2:4)
 

Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to those who are reading their very first "Making A Difference." We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies.
 

This month's Bible verse has never been more pertinent than it is today in this age of rampant apostasy where so many sincere people who truly want to show their love for their Creator and Saviour are being duped into blatant lawlessness by Satan's disciples masquerading as angels of light (ref. 2 Corinthians 11:13). Jesus warned about this almost 2000 years ago when He said, "Many will come in my name, saying that I am the Christ, but they will deceive many." One of the most obvious ways that people say, "I know Him" is to call themselves "Christian" and yet, when you look at the way those same people willfully break the Commandments, the words of 1 John 2:4 become pretty scary.
 

During recent weeks a lady member of the congregation at my church has brought a young Indian woman with her. When I was introduced to her I was immediately impressed by her sunny smile -- you know, one of those smiles that comes not just from a row of shining white teeth but also from twinkling eyes. I also noticed that she walked with a slight limp and, rather than risk embarrassing her, I quietly asked the lady who brought her if her limp was the result of a minor and temporary injury or whether it was permanent. The answer I received was horrifying. 
 

Eighteen years ago, as a four-year-old child in India, her own mother had pushed this beautiful child in front of a train! Although I hadn't noticed because she always carried a cardigan over her arm, I was told that she had lost an arm and a leg in that terrible assault. The effect that this young woman whose happy disposition and love for God and her fellow humans had on me was tremendously humbling. I went home thinking, "If anyone has "a right" to be bitter and angry, she does, but she exudes only love and joy of living!" It gave me a whole new perspective on life and I can tell you, most of us have truly blessed lives - I know I certainly do - and I pray that anyone who has suffered as this young woman has, can know the positive joy that she does. I feel so privileged to have met her. When the time is right, I will ask her if she would like to tell her story for addition to the testimonies pages on the BKM web site so keep a look-out for it.
 

Well, AT LAST, our new domain is up and running! As the new banner header shows, our new URL address is www.belovedking.org and this should be OK for inclusion in your favourites folder no later than next Tuesday (Sept 4th). The old address will still access the BKM web site, of course.
 

This month's editorial is written by Cheryl Curtis and was one of her "Daily Word" email devotional messages during August reproduced here with her permission. It is based on Deuteronomy 13:4.
You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear Him, and keep His commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him.
As a child of God, we desire the best that he has intended for us.  Life is not a competition.  We are all winners when our desires are to do and give and be our very best.  The very best God has created us to be.  When we are living our lives with God as our first priority His desires become our desires and we begin to view our lives from a different perspective.  Jesus loves us so very much.  Sometimes we forget that we are created special just the way He intended.  We waste so much time attempting to be like someone else and giving up when we think we don't measure up.  We may look in the mirror and see our many flaws but that is not what God sees.  He sees the potential that He created in us and He desires so much to fulfil them in our lives.  He didn't make a mistake when He created you or me.  We are not all the same; if God had wanted us that way He would have created us that way.  But instead He choose to make us each and every one a special creation all His own.  Every new day is yet another opportunity for us to allow God to do in our lives what we may not have allowed Him to do yesterday because we were much too busy trying to be something or someone else.  Today we can be the exact person God has created us to be.
 

Amen to that Cheryl!
 



SOME WEB PAGES WORTH VISITING.
www.geocities.com/journey_gardens/ 
http://www.geocities.com/poems4thejourney/
 

Have you been to The Hunger Site?  Please check out The Hunger Site Challenge
- it's free and has already contributed well over 1/2 million cups of food for the world's hungry -
this is over and above what our daily "clicks" provide!

At The Hunger Site you can visit every day, click on a button,
and corporate sponsors make a donation to feed the world's hungry.
The food is distributed by Mercy Corps and America's Second Harvest.
It's free to you and only takes a moment of your time.

To participate in The Hunger Site Challenge and contribute an extra 5 cups of food,
please click on the link below 
(and don't forget to pass this e-mail along to friends and family!)

http://www.thehungersite.com/rbt/THSNovember2000HarvestChallenge/h102900
 



Today is Father's Day in Australia and so I thought you may get a bit of a smile out of the following short chapter (NOT from the Bible and with no apologies to King Solomon!).
 

It is with tongue-in-cheek that I say to you all today...
WHO CAN FIND AN HONOURABLE MAN?
by Anne Crossley
 

Who can find an honourable man? For his price is far above real-estate. The heart of his wife doth safely trust him, for he bringeth her good, not harm, all the days of her life.
In time of need he seeketh food for her at the market. Sometimes he offereth her takeout. Sometimes he taketh her out. Often he gardeneth.
He is like an 18-wheeler, he goeth far in search of bargains. He compareth prices and buyeth in moderate amounts only that which is on the list - except, once in a while, he addeth for her a sweet treat or a flower.
He putteth the leftovers in the microwave when she cometh not home on time from the office. And on her birthday or anniversary - which he never forgetteth - he cooketh an entire meal from scratch.
He riseth up before daylight and taketh out the garbage and in the night he changeth the diaper and warmeth the bottle. Without fear he holdeth the baby and he rocketh and burpeth it as well.
He considereth a new camera or more computer software but buyeth not without her input. He chargeth it not.
He saveth his lunch money and giveth her a surprise gift that lacketh any special reason whatsoever.
He goeth vigorously about his work. His arms are strong for their tasks for he protecteth his health, exerciseth regularly and avoideth cholesterol. Yea, he he walketh or runneth every day (or at least three time a week).
When his wife openeth her mouth in wisdom - even during a football game - he listeneth well. he listeneth even when she openeth not her mouth in wisdom but needeth only to talk.
Thus doth he support her. I In his tongue too, is the law of kindness and not of abuse. He never maketh sexist remarks and refraineth from harrassment.
He looketh only to his wife for comfort for he knoweth that she doth understand him well.
His desk lamp goeth not out at night as he studieth to make marriage work and ends meet. He payeth the school fees on time and thanketh his wife that she doth share the financial burden with her paycheck - however unequal it is for equal work.
Every sixth day he layeth his hand to the vacuum cleaner and often he weildeth the dishmop or unloadeth the dryer or the dishwasher. He worketh cheerfully and continuously on her "Honey-do" list and he teacheth her also the mysteries of his tools so that she knoweth what to do when the plumbing overfloweth or the car engine sputtereth.
He chideth her not when she ruineth the garbage disposal with avocado pits or blocketh the drain with hair from much shampooing.
He perfumeth himself occasionally and occasionally shoppeth for new raiment in which to escort her unto the church.
He complaineth not when she giveth his beloved corduroy jacket to the Dorcas.
Their children rise up and call them both blessed for he hath done his part in their rearing and hath bonded with them from the beginning. Even from the labour ward he leadeth them all by spiritual waters.
Many sons have done honourably, but he excelleth them all.
 



Have you ever struck someone who says that the Bible is just a book of legends (who hasn't?) or even wondered about its factual reliability yourself even? If you have, then this item, sent by Nancy and Jerry Wall is nothing short of awesome.
 

NASA & THE BIBLE
 

    For all the scientists out there, and for all the students who have a hard time convincing these people regarding the truth of the Bible, here's something that shows God's awesome creation, and that He is still in control.

    Did you know that the space program is busy proving that what has been called "myth" in the Bible is true? Mr. Harold Hill, President of the Curtis Engine Company in Baltimore, Maryland, and a consultant in the space program, relates the following development:

    "I think one of the most amazing things that God has done for us today happened recently to our astronauts and space scientists at Green Belt, Maryland. They were checking out where the positions of the sun, moon, and planets would be 100 years and 1,000 years from now. We have to know this so we won't send up a satellite and have it bump into something later on in its orbits. We have to lay out the orbits in terms of the life of the satellite and where the planets will be so the whole thing will not bog down.

    "They ran the computer measurement back and forth over the centuries, and it came to a halt. The computer stopped and put up a red signal, which meant that there was something wrong with either the information fed into it or with the results as compared to the standards. They called in the service department to check it out, and they said, 'What's wrong?' Well, they found there is a day missing in space in elapsed time. They scratched their heads and tore their hair. There was no answer.

    Finally a Christian man on the team said, 'You know, one time I was in Sunday school, and they talked about the sun standing still.' While they didn't believe him, they didn't have an answer either, so they said, 'Show us.' "He got a Bible and went to the book of Joshua where they found a pretty ridiculous statement for any one with 'common sense.' There they found the Lord saying to Joshua, 'Fear them not, I have delivered them into thy hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee.' "Joshua was concerned because he was surrounded by the enemy, and if darkness fell, they would overpower them. So Joshua asked the Lord to make the sun stand still!

    That's right...'The sun stood still and the moon stayed and lasted not to go down about a whole day!' Joshua 10:12-13 "The astronauts and scientists said, 'There is the missing day!' They checked the computers going back into the time it was written and found it was close but not close enough. The elapsed time that was missing back in Joshua's day was 23 hours and 20 minutes... not a whole day. "They read the Bible, and there it was: 'about (approximately) a day.' These little words in the Bible are important, but they were still in trouble because if you cannot account for 40 minutes, you'll still be in trouble 1,000 years from now. Forty minutes had to be found because it can be multiplied many times over in orbits.

    "As the Christian employee thought about it, he remembered somewhere in the Bible where it said the sun went BACKWARDS. The scientists told him he was out of his mind, but they got out the Book and read these words in 2 Kings that told of the following story:

    Hezekiah, on his deathbed, was visited by the prophet Isaiah who told him that he was not going to die. Hezekiah asked for a sign as proof. Isaiah said 'Do you want the sun to go ahead 10 degrees?' Hezekiah said, 'It is nothing for the sun to go ahead 10 degrees, but let the shadow return backward 10 degrees.' Isaiah spoke to the Lord, and the Lord brought the shadow ten degrees BACKWARD! "Ten degrees is exactly 40 minutes!

    Twenty-three hours and 20 minutes in Joshua, plus 40 minutes in Second Kings make the missing day in the universe!" Isn't it amazing? 

    References: Joshua 10:8 and 12,13 and 2 Kings 20:9-11.


 

Centre of the Bible
sent by Tangela Jackson and Debbie Woody

What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?                   Answer - Psalm 117

What is the longest chapter in the Bible?                    Answer - Psalm 119

Which chapter is in the centre of the Bible?                Answer - Psalm 118

Fact: There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118

Fact: There are 594 chapters after Psalm 118
Add these numbers up and you get 1188

What is the centre verse in the Bible?
Answer - Psalm 118:8

Does this verse say something significant about God's perfect will for our lives?

The next time someone says they would like to find God's perfect will for their lives
and that they want to be in the centre of His will, just send them to the centre of His Word!

Psalm 118:8 (NKJV) 
"It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man."

Now isn't that odd how this worked out (or was God in the centre of it)?

Before sending this, I said a prayer for you. You got a minute? 60 seconds for God?

All you do is simply say a small prayer for the person who sent you this.

"Father God bless _________ in whatever it is that you know he/she may be needing this day!

And may __________ life be full of your peace, prosperity and power
as he/she seeks to have a closer relationship with You. Amen"

Faith doesn't get you around trouble, it gets you through.
MAILBOX
 

In recent times we have been exchanging emails with Pastor Ciniraj Mohamed who is experiencing tremendous and terrifying persecution in his native India because of his stand for the Gospel. This week we received the following message and so I want to ask all our readers to mention Ciniraj and his supporters in your prayers. As the Bible tells us in 1 Samuel 12:23, that failing to pray for one another is a sin, let us all unite in the words of Colossians 1:9-14 for Ciniraj. THERE IS POWER IN INTRCESSORY PRAYER and, remembering the title of our magazine, just think what a difference almost 4000 prayers could make. Here is Ciniraj's letter:
 

Praise be to the Lord!

Thank you for your continuous prayers for me, my family, converts from Muslim community and the seekers.

One of our believers has been murdered last night. I came to know it through the newspapers only. Nobody knows who did it; but police are trying to find out. Just a few minutes ago I got an anonymous telephone call that those who are following me were the cause of his death as a warning. Only God knows who they are!

He was a strong believer in Jesus but his wife was not. So he did not receive baptism. His plan was to take baptism together with his family when she too accepted Christ as her Saviour wholeheartedly. For that he was trying to convince her slowly.

In this situation I cannot even go and see his dead body too.

The Central Government (Union Cabinet) of India is an anti-Christian government. They are not in favour of Christian missionary works. So they are deadly against our work. Our state (Kerala State) government is not anti-Christian government. But "Indian Union Muslim League" is the second major ruling party of the state government. They never like to see any Christian missionary work among Muslims. So state government is also against our ministry and they give moral support to the organization which is trying to destroy me from this earth.
Only God can protect us from this situation. Of course He is our Refuge, Fortress and Mighty Protector.
Yesterday somebody tried to kidnap my daughter from the school. But God defeated their attempt miraculously. The parents of some other students were near the spot and, because they shouted, the kidnappers escaped without succeeding.

I am bold enough in my faith. I know very many children of God praying with tears and crying aloud before Him for us.  He will not let His children be ashamed. He will prepare for us a meal in front of our enemies.

Perhaps God may give us sorrow and hurt like the bread and water; but He will not hide from us. AMEN!


Fishing With Dad
sent by Heather Elley

A man took his son fishing one day. After a few hours in the boat with not much to do, the son started asking his father some questions. "How does the boat float?" he asked.

The man thought about the question for a moment, then said, "I don't really know, son."

"Well, how do fish breath underwater?"

The man scratched his head. "I guess I don't know the answer to that one either."

"Why is the sky blue?" the boy persisted.

The father replied, "I really don't know, son."

The boy started to worry that his father was getting upset at all the questions. "Do you mind me asking questions, Dad?"

His father immediately reassured him. "No, of course not, son! If you don't ask questions, you'll never learn anything!"
 



 

W.I.I.F.M.
(What's In It For Me?)
sent by Cheryl Curtis
from her Daily Word email devotional
 

"For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12)
 

When we gather together to hear God's word we are not simply spectators or students listening to a lecture.  We are participants and we gathered in worship.  Feeding on God's word is a form of worship.  The style in which the words are presented is not nearly as important as how hungry we are to receive them.  If we show up expecting to be feed the Holy Spirit will see to it that we are.  To a casual spectator the sermon may seem boring and lengthy and their minds may wonder off to the upcoming events of the day.  They are anticipating nothing except the end of the service.  But to the one who comes to hear from God and to receive their spiritual helping they will not leave disappointed.  They have not only heard the word of God but they are prepared to do it.  Entering into a service to worship should always leave us different as we walk out the door.
 

If you enjoyed this little bit of wisdom why not subscribe to Cheryl's "Daily Word" email. They are never longer than this one and are accompanied by an appropriate prayer and, down here in Australia; they are a great way to start the day. The Address is http://www.GodToday.com/gods473.htm (the number advances each day and so you can work out from the first one where they are up to when you log on).
 



THE SHOES
sent by Sonia McClenahan
 

My alarm went off -- it was Sabbath again; 
I was tired -- it was my one day to sleep in. 
But the guilt I'd have felt the rest of the day 
Would have been too much, so I'd go; I'd pray. 
 

I showered and shaved, adjusted suit and tie, 
Got there and swung into a pew just in time. 
Bowing my head in humble prayer. 
 

Before I closed my eyes, 
I saw that the shoe of the man next to me 
Was touching my own and I sighed. 
 

With plenty of room on either side, I thought, 
"why do our soles have to touch?" 
It bothered me so; he was glued to my shoe, 
But it didn't seem to bother him much. 
 

Then the prayer began: "Heavenly Father," someone said-- 
But I thought, "Does this man with the shoes have no pride?" 
They were dusty, worn, scratched end to end. 
What's worse, there were holes on the side! 
 

"Thank You for blessings," the prayer went on. 
The shoe man said a quiet "amen." 
I tried to focus on the prayer, 
But my thoughts were on his shoes again. 
 

Aren't we supposed to look our best when walking through that door 
"Well, this certainly isn't it," I thought, glancing toward the floor. 
Then the prayer ended and songs of praise began. 
The shoe man was loud, sounding proud as he sang. 
He lifted the rafters; his hands raised high; 
The Lord surely heard his voice from the sky. 
 

Then the offering was passed; what I threw in was steep. 
The shoe man reached into his pockets, so deep, 
And I tried to see what he pulled out to put in, 
Then I heard a soft "clink," as when silver hits tin. 
 

The sermon bored me to tears--And no lie-- 
It was the same for the shoe man, 
For tears fell from his eyes. 
 

At the end of the service, as is custom here, 
We must greet the visitors and show them good cheer. 
But I was moved inside to want to meet this man, 
So after the closing, I shook his hand. 
 

He was old, his skin dark, his hair a mess. 
I thanked him for coming, for being our guest, 
He said, "My name's Charlie, glad to meet you, my friend," 
And there were tears in his eyes--but he had a wide grin. 
 

"Let me explain," he said, wiping his eyes. 
"I've been coming for months, and you're the first to say, "Hi." 
I know I don't look like all the rest, 
But I always try to look my best." 
"I polish my shoes before my long walk, 
But by the time I get here they're as dirty as chalk." 
 

My heart fell to my knees, but I held back my tears, 
He continued, "And I must apologise for sitting so near." 
"But I know when I get here, I must look a sight. 
And I thought, if I touched you, our souls might unite." 
 

I was silent for a moment knowing anything I said 
Would pale in comparison, 
so I spoke from my heart not my head. 
 

"Oh, you've touched me," I said. "And taught me, in part, 
That the best of a man is what's in his heart." 
The rest, I thought, this man will never know. . . 
How thankful I am that he touched my soul!
 



STORIES TO MAKE YOU SMILE
sent by Jerry and Nancy Wall


WRONG NUMBER
(or was it?)
 

Rick volunteers with prison ministries, and in his work has become friends with a pastor of a store front church. The pastor's church is called "Almighty God Tabernacle".  On a Saturday night several weeks ago, this pastor was working late, and decided to call his wife before he left for home. It was about 10:00 PM, but his wife didn't answer the phone. The pastor let it ring many times. He thought it was odd that she didn't answer, but decided to wrap up a few things and try again in a few minutes.

When he tried again she answered right away. He asked her why she hadn't answered before, and she said that it hadn't rung at their house.  They brushed it off as a fluke and went on their merry ways.  The following Monday, the pastor received a call at the church office, which was the phone that he'd used that Saturday night. The man that he spoke with wanted to know why he'd called on Saturday night. The pastor couldn't figure out what the guy was talking about.  Then the guy said, "It rang and rang, but I didn't answer." The pastor remembered the mishap and apologized for disturbing him, explaining that he'd intended to call his wife.  The man said, "That's OK. Let me tell you my story. You see, I was planning to commit suicide on Saturday night, but before I did, I prayed, 'God if you're there, and you don't want me to do this, give me a sign now.' At that point my phone started to ring. I looked at the caller ID, and it said, 'Almighty God'.  I was afraid to answer!" 

 


 

OLD GEEZERS!

"Geezers" are easy to spot; this is slang for an old man. But at sporting events, during the playing of the National Anthem, they hold their hats over their hearts and sing without embarrassment. They know the words and believe in them.

They remember World War I, the Depression, World War II, Pearl Harbour, Guadalcanal, Normandy and Hitler.  They remember the Atomic Age, the Korean War, The Cold War, the Jet Age and the Moon Landing, not to mention Vietnam.

If you bump into a "Geezer" on the sidewalk, he'll apologize, pass one on a street and he'll nod, or tip his hat to a lady.  "Geezers" trust strangers and are courtly to women.  They hold the door for the next person and always when walking, make sure the lady is on the inside for protection.

"Geezers" get embarrassed if someone curses in front of women and children and they don't like violence and filth on TV and in movies.  Geezers have moral courage. Geezers seldom brag unless it’s about the grandchildren in Little League or music recitals.
This country needs "Geezers" with their decent values and common sense. We need them now more than ever. It's the "Geezers" who know our great country is protected, not by politicians or police, but by the young men and women in the military serving their country in foreign lands, just as they did, without a thought except to do a good job, the best you can and to get home to loved ones.


THANK GOD for "OLD GEEZERS."


We need more of the Old Geezers!


Do You See?
 

One day a 6 year old girl was sitting in a classroom.  The teacher was going to explain evolution to the children.  The teacher asked a little boy: "Tommy do you see the tree outside?"

TOMMY: Yes.

TEACHER: Tommy, do you see the grass outside?

TOMMY: Yes.

TEACHER: Go outside and look up and see if you can see the sky?

TOMMY: Okay.  (He returned a few minutes later)  Yes, I saw the sky.

TEACHER: Did you see God?

TOMMY: No.

TEACHER: That's my point.  We can't see God because he isn't there.  He doesn't exist!
A little girl spoke up and wanted to ask the boy some questions.  The teacher agreed and the little girl asked the boy: "Tommy, do you see the tree outside?"

TOMMY: Yes.

LITTLE GIRL: Tommy, do you see the grass outside?

TOMMY: Yessssss (getting tired of the questions by this time).

LITTLE GIRL: Did you see the sky?

TOMMY: Yessssss!

LITTLE GIRL: Tommy, do you see the teacher?

TOMMY: Yes.

LITTLE GIRL: Do you see her brain?

TOMMY: No.

LITTLE GIRL: Then according to what we were taught today in school, she must not have one.
"FOR WE WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT" II CORINTHIANS 4:7
 



 

 EXPLANATION OF GOD
sent by Ashleigh Lowrey
This one was written by an 8 year old, Danny Dutton of Chula Vista, CA, for his third grade homework assignment. The assignment was to explain God.

"One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, so there will be enough people to take care of things on earth.  He doesn't make grown-ups, just babies.  I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way He doesn't have to take up His valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.

God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because He hears everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in His ears, unless He has thought of a way to turn it off.

God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere, which keeps Him pretty busy.  So you shouldn't go wasting His time by going over your Mom and Dad's head asking for something they said you couldn't have.

Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista. At least there aren't any who come to our church.

Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work like walking on water and performing miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God.  They finally got tired of Him preaching to them and they crucified Him. But He was good and kind like His Father and He told His Father that they didn't know what they were doing and to forgive them and God said  "O.K."

His Dad (God) appreciated everything that He had done and all His hard work on earth so He told Him He didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So He did. And now He helps His Dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God to take care of and which ones He can take care of Himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important. You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked out so one of them is on duty all the time.

You should always go to church because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to make happy, it's God. Don't skip church or do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.

If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know He's around you when you're scared in the dark or when you can't swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids.

But...you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here and He can take me back anytime He pleases.  And...that's why I believe in God."


 
HE WON'T LET YOU GO!
sent by Sonia McClenahan
 

Some years ago on a hot summer day on south Florida a little boy decided to go for a swim in the old swimming hole behind his house. In a hurry to dive into the cool water, he ran out the back door, leaving behind shoes, socks, and shirt as he went. He flew into the water, not realizing that as he swam toward the middle of the lake, an alligator was swimming toward the shore. 
His mother -- in the house was looking out the window -- saw the two as they got closer and closer together. In utter fear, she ran toward the water, yelling to her son as loudly as she could, hearing her voice, the little boy became alarmed and made a U-turn to swim to his mother. It was too late. Just as he reached her, the alligator reached him. From the dock, the mother grabbed her little boy by the arms just as the alligator snatched his legs. That began in incredible tug-of-war between the two. The alligator was much stronger than the mother, but the mother was much too passionate to let go. 
A farmer happened to drive by, heard her screams, raced from his truck, took aim and shot the alligator. Remarkably, after weeks and weeks in the hospital, the little boy survived. His legs were extremely scarred by the vicious attack of the animal. 
The newspaper reporter who interviewed the boy after the trauma, asked if he would show him his scars. The boy lifted his pant legs. And then, with obvious ride, he said to the reporter, "But look at my arms!" On his arms, were deep scratches where his mother's fingernails dug into his flesh in her effort to hang on to the son she loved. The little boy added, "I have great scars on my arms, because my Mom wouldn't let go!"
 



 

AND STORIES TO MAKE YOU CRY
  



 IF I KNEW
(author unknown)
sent by Ashleigh Lowrie

  If I knew it would be the last time that I'd see you fall asleep,
 I would tuck you in more tightly and pray the Lord, your soul to keep.

  If I knew it would be the last time that I see you walk out the door,
 I would give you a hug and kiss and call you back for one more.

  If I knew it would be the last time I'd hear your voice lifted up in praise,
 I would videotape each action and word, so I could play them back day after day.

  For surely there's always tomorrow to make up for an oversight,
 And we always get a second chance to make everything right.

  There will always be another day to say our "I love you's",
  And certainly there's another chance to say our "Anything I can do's?"

  Tomorrow is not promised to anyone, young or old alike,
 And today may be the last chance you get to hold your loved one tight.

  So if you're waiting for tomorrow, why not do it today?
  For if tomorrow never comes, you'll surely regret the day,

  That you didn't take that extra time for a smile, a hug, or a kiss
 and you were too busy to grant someone, what turned out to be their one last wish.

  So hold your loved ones close today, and whisper in their ear,
  That you love them very much and you'll always hold them dear.

  Take time to say, "I'm sorry," "Please forgive me," "thank you," or "it's okay".
  And if tomorrow never comes, you'll have no regrets about today.
  


 

GOD'S WINGS
sent by Donna Leonard 

An article in National Geographic several years ago provided a penetrating picture of God's wings. 

After a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, forest rangers began their trek up a mountain to assess the inferno's damage. One ranger found a bird literally petrified in ashes, perched statuesquely on the ground at the base of a tree. Somewhat sickened by the eerie sight, he knocked over the bird with a stick.


When he gently struck it, three tiny chicks scurried from under their dead mother's wings. The loving mother, keenly aware of impending disaster, had carried her offspring to the base of the tree and had gathered them under her wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic smoke would rise. 


She could have flown to safety but had refused to abandon her babies. When the blaze had arrived and the heat had scorched her small body, the mother had remained steadfast. Because she had been willing to die, those under the cover of her wings would live.


"He will cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust . . .." (Psalm 91:4).


Being loved this much should make a difference in your life. Remember the One who loves you, and then be different because of it. 

WHO WILL HELP?
sent by Allan Ward
 

    Once upon a time there was an island where all the feelings lived; Happiness, Sadness, Knowledge, and all the others, including Love.

    One day it was announced to all of the feelings that the island was going to sink to the bottom of the ocean. So all the feelings prepared their boats to leave.  Love was the only one that stayed. She wanted to preserve the island paradise until the last possible moment. When the island was almost totally under love decided it was time to leave.

    She began looking for someone to ask for help. Just then Richness was passing by in a grand boat. Love asked, "Richness, Can I come with you on your boat?"  
    Richness answered, " I'm sorry, but there is a lot of silver and gold on my boat and there would be no room for you anywhere."

    Then Love decided to ask Vanity for help who was passing in a beautiful vessel. Love cried out, "Vanity, help me please".  
    "I can't help you", Vanity said, "You are all wet and will damage my beautiful boat."

    Next, Love saw Sadness passing by. Love said, "Sadness, please let me go with you." 
    Sadness answered, "Love, I'm sorry, but, I just need to be alone now."

    Then, Love saw Happiness. Love cried out, "Happiness, please take me with you." But Happiness was so overjoyed that he didn't hear Love calling to him.

    Love began to cry. Then, she heard a voice say, "Come Love, I will take you with me." It was an elder. Love felt so blessed and overjoyed that she forgot to ask the elder his name.

    When they arrived on land the elder went on his way.   Love realized how much she owed the elder. Love then found Knowledge and asked, "Who was that helped me?" 
    "It was Time", Knowledge answered.

    "But why did Time help me when no one else would?” Love asked.  
    Knowledge smiled and with deep wisdom and sincerity, answered, "Because only Time is capable of understanding how great Love is."


 

GOOD THINGS TO REMEMBER
sent by Aletha Odneal
 

1. The best way to get even is to forget.

2. Feed your faith and your doubts will starve to death.
 
3. God wants spiritual fruit, not religious nuts.
 
4. Some folks wear their halos much too tight.
 
5. Some marriages are made in heaven, but they ALL have to be maintained on earth... 
 
6. Unless you can create the WHOLE universe in 5 days, then perhaps giving "advice" to God isn't such a good idea! 
  
7. Sorrow looks back, worry looks around, and faith looks up!  
 
8. Standing in the middle of the road is dangerous. You will get knocked down by the traffic from both ways. 
 
9. Words are windows to the heart. 
  
10. A sceptic is a person who when he sees the handwriting on the wall, claims it's a forgery. 
 
11. It isn't difficult to make a mountain out of a molehill just add a little dirt. 
 
12. A successful marriage isn't finding the right person-it's being the right person. 
 
13. The mighty oak tree was once a little nut that held its ground. 
 
14. Too many people offer God prayers, with claw marks all over them. 
 
15. The tongue must be heavy indeed, because so few people can't hold it. 
 
16. To forgive is to set the prisoner free, and then discover the prisoner was you. 
 
17. You have to wonder about humans, they think God is dead and Elvis is alive. 
 
18. It's all right to sit on your pity pot every now and again. Just be sure to flush when you are done. 
 
19. You'll notice that a turtle only makes progress when it sticks out its neck... 
 
20. If the grass is greener on the other side of the fence, you can bet the water bill is higher. 
 
And last but not least -- God gave the angels Wings, and He gave humans CHOCOLATE!!!!! 
 
Keep smiling, and if you see someone's missing one...give them one of yours!! 
 



 

MOMENTS THAT TAKE OUR BREATH AWAY
sent by Jim Keeling

    I had a very special teacher in high school many years ago whose husband unexpectedly and suddenly died of a heart attack.

    About a week after his death, she shared some of her insight with a classroom of students. As the late afternoon sunlight came streaming in through the classroom windows and the class was nearly over, she moved a few things aside on the edge of her desk and sat down there.

     With a gentle look of reflection on her face, she paused and said, "Before class is over, I would like to share with all of you a thought that is unrelated to class, but which I feel is very important.

    Each of us is put here on earth to learn, share, love, appreciate and give of ourselves. None of us knows when this fantastic experience will end. It can be taken away at any moment. Perhaps this is the powers that be way of telling us that we must make the most out of every single day."

   Her eyes beginning to water, she went on, "So I would like you all to make me a promise. From now on, on your way to school, or on your way home, find something beautiful to notice. It doesn't have to be something you see it could be a scent - perhaps of freshly baked bread wafting out of someone's house, or it could be the sound of the breeze slightly rustling the leaves in the trees, or the way the morning light catches the autumn leaf as it fall gently to the ground.

    Please look for these things, and cherish them. For, although it may sound trite to some, these things are the "stuff" of life. The little things we are put here on earth to enjoy. The things we often take for granted. We must make it important to notice them, for at any time... it can all be taken away."

    The class was completely quiet. We all picked up our books and filed out of the room silently. That afternoon, I noticed more things on my way home from school than I had that whole semester.

    Every once in a while, I think of that teacher and remember what an impression she made on all of us, and I try to appreciate all of those things that sometimes we all overlook.  Take notice of something special you see on your lunch hour today. Go barefoot. Or walk on the beach at sunset. Stop off on the way home tonight to get a double-dip ice cream cone.

    For as we get older, it is not the things we did that we often regret, but the things we didn't do.

    Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away.
 



 The Facts of Life:
sent by Allan Ward

1.   At least 5 people in this world love you so much they would die for you.
2.   At least 15 people in this world love you in some way.
3.   The only reason anyone would ever hate you is because they want to be just like you.
4.   A smile from you can bring happiness to anyone - even if they don't like you.
5.   Every night, SOMEONE thinks about you before they go to sleep.
6.   You mean the world to someone.
7.   Without you, someone may not be living.
8.   You are special and unique in your own way.
9.   Someone that you don't know even exists loves you.
10. When you make the biggest mistake ever, something good comes from it.
11. When you think the world has turned it's back on you, take a look, you most likely turned your back on the world.
12. When you think you have no chance at getting what you want, you probably won't get it, but if you believe in yourself, you sooner or later will get it.
13. Always remember complements you received - forget about the rude remarks.
14. Always tell someone how you feel about them - you will feel much better when they know.
15. If you have a great friend, take the time to let them know that they are great.



 

POWERFUL WORDS
Consider yourself Warned; from the moment you read this, you will never be the same!
sent by Jim Keeling

Many times in life we struggle with our past and fail to walk in our potential future. 
Let me make a profound statement.... Your past has nothing to do with what God can do for your future!

God says, "In spite of what you used to be or have experienced, I CAN STILL BRING YOU OUT!


I know that you used to be a dog, but I can bring you out!!

I know that you slept with half the football team, but I can bring you out!

I know that you have bad credit and now you want a house, I can still bring you out!

I know they call you by your problem and not your name ---, I can still bring you out!

There is no past too troubled and no person that God can't redeem.

He took a murderer named Moses and made him a prophet.

He took a pimp named Abram and made him the father of many nations.
(If you wonder why I call him that, go back to Genesis and see how many times he sold his wife off for possession because he was afraid of being killed.)

He took a liar and cheat named Jacob and made him a prince named Israel and blessed his seed... 

He took a prostitute named Rahab, called her blessed and changed her profession! 
He took a whimp named Gideon and made him a mighty warrior.
He took an adulterer, liar and murderer named David and made him "a man after His own heart."

He took a Christian hater named Saul and made him the great apostle, Paul. 
I could go on and on.

If God used those people, he can use you. So what, you've had a bad past? 

That is the problem! --- You keep living in the past.

God wants to bring you into the present and develop you a great future!

He says it best in 2Cor. 5:17,"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old one has gone, the new has come!" 
 



 

THOUGHTS TO LIVE BY
sent by William and Linda Lee
 

A family altar can alter a family. 
~~~~~~~ 
A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing. 
~~~~~~~ 
Don't put a question mark where God put a full stop.
~~~~~~~ 
Forbidden fruits create many jams. 
~~~~~~~ 
Give God what's right, not what's left! 
~~~~~~~ 
God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called. 
~~~~~~~ 
God grades on the cross, not the curve. 
~~~~~~~ 
God loves everyone, but probably prefers "fruits of the spirit" over "religious nuts"! 
~~~~~~~ 
God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage. 
~~~~~~~ 
He who angers you, controls you! 
~~~~~~~ 
He who is good at making excuses is seldom good for anything else. 
~~~~~~~ 
He who kneels before God can stand before anyone! 
~~~~~~~ 
Worry is the darkroom in which "negatives" are developed. 
~~~~~~~ 
Kindness is difficult to give away because it keeps coming back. 
~~~~~~~ 
Nothing ruins the truth like stretching it. 
~~~~~~~ 
Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the ark. 
~~~~~~~ 
Don't wait for 6 strong men to take you to church. 
~~~~~~~ 
"Pray" is a four-letter word that you can say anywhere. 
~~~~~~~ 
Prayer - Don't give God instructions - just report for duty! 
~~~~~~~ 
Most people want to serve God, but only in an advisory capacity. 
~~~~~~~ 
The Will of God will never take you to where the Grace of God will not protect you. 
~~~~~~~ 
Exercise daily. Walk with the Lord! 
~~~~~~~ 
Watch your step carefully! Everyone else does! 
~~~~~~~ 
We don't change the message, the message changes us.
~~~~~~~ 
We set the sail; God makes the wind. 
~~~~~~~ 
We're too blessed to be depressed. 
~~~~~~~ 
Wisdom has two parts: 
1) Having a lot to say. 
2) Knowing when not to say it. 
~~~~~~~ 
To be partly saved is to be totally lost.
 


 

OBITUARY 
sent by Donna Leonard
 

Today we mourn the passing of an old friend, by the name of Common Sense. 
Common Sense lived a long life but died from heart failure early in this new millennium. No one really knows how old he was since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He selflessly devoted his life to service in schools, hospitals, homes, factories and offices, helping folks 
get jobs done without fanfare and foolishness. For decades, petty rules, silly laws and frivolous lawsuits held no power over Common Sense. He was credited with cultivating such valued lessons as to know when to come in out of the rain, the early bird gets the worm, and life isn't always fair. 
Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you earn), reliable parenting strategies (the adults are in charge, not the kids), and it's okay to come in second (or even last, as long as your best efforts were given). 
A veteran of the Industrial Revolution, the Great Depression, and the Technological Revolution, Common Sense survived cultural and educational trends including body piercing, whole language and "new math." But his health declined when he became infected with the "If-it-only-helps-one-person-it's-worth-it" virus. In recent decades his waning strength proved no match for the ravages of overbearing regulations. 
He watched in pain as good people became ruled by self-seeking lawyers. His health rapidly deteriorated when schools endlessly implemented zero tolerance policies, reports of six-year-old boys charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate, a teen suspended for taking a swig of 
mouthwash after lunch, and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student. It declined even further when schools had to get parental consent to administer aspirin to a student but cannot inform the parent when the female student is pregnant or wants an abortion. 
Finally, Common Sense lost his will to live as the Ten Commandments became contraband, churches became businesses, criminals received better treatment than victims, and federal judges stuck their noses in everything from Boy Scouts to professional sports. Finally, a woman who was stupid enough not to realize that coffee is hot, and was awarded a huge payout for her stupidity, caused Common Sense to finally throw in the towel. 
Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents Truth and Trust; his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason. He is survived by two stepbrothers: My Rights and Ima Whiner. Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone. 

Source:  Justice John Doh! 

 
