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You will see it with your own eyes and say,
"Great is the Lord - even beyond the borders of Israel!"
Malachi 1:5


  Greetings and God's blessings to you all and a special welcome to those who are reading their very first "Making A Difference." We hope that you are uplifted by the inspirational contributions sent from all around the world for us to share with you and we also encourage you to send your own stories or testimonies.
    This month the whole world will remember those who perished at the hands of fanatical terrorists in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania and it is our prayer that those responsible will soon be brought to account for those atrocities.
    Thank you once again to all the Spirit-filled folk who have taken the time and effort to share testimonies and stories with us and especially to those dear folk who have given of their personal harvest to help this ministry financially. If YOU have something that you believe is worth sharing, please take a moment to send it to us.
    Often, contributions express individuals' personal thoughts and readers are reminded that opinions and ideas expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of Beloved King Ministries or the editor.
    If you change servers, PLEASE let us know your new address so that you can continue to receive "Making A Difference" without interruption.
    All magazines are sent in full by Bcc email. Thus, if anyone has a "Spam detector" that automatically rejects bulk mail, it will not download. If anyone who doesn't regularly clear their mail has a full box, then they simply won't get "Making A Difference" for that issue. In such cases, it will NOT be re-sent unless specifically requested by email. (After all, people DO go on holidays and business trips and their box can get full whilst they're away. We don't intend or want those people to miss out.) So, if you miss a copy, just let us know and it will be gladly sent to you.
    When the magazine is returned "undeliverable" due to expired accounts or closed email boxes, the address will be flagged as invalid. However, this will be allowed to happen THREE TIMES in any 12 month period before the address is deleted from BKM records. Once removed, an address will not be recoverable and so the only way a reader can be reinstated will be if that reader personally writes requesting so.

    If any reader would prefer to receive a notice that the magazine is on the website rather than the full magazine, they will need to write requesting it that way. BKM will respect all such requests and those addresses will be filed separately so that there are no mix-ups.


 THANK YOU
    At the end of an email I sent to our Web Researcher, Kim Combs last week, I made the following request. "There's a huge dust storm about half an hour away from here and I'm getting ready to batten down the hatches. They are saying on TV it is the worst in living memory in Australia and has already traveled almost 3000 miles. Many with breathing problems will die. Say a prayer please." Unbeknowns to me, Kim forwarded my request out to all her mailing list and I want to say a great big "Thank you" to the very many readers and others who responded to it.
    Your prayers were definitely heard because, when I went to bed that night the full moon was a deep rusty colour through the red dust clouds but, when I woke the next morning, the sky was clear and blue and there was only a thin film of dust on my car! Praise God that there were no reports of anyone with breathing problems having suffered. The only noticeable follow-up was the temperature the following day which soared into the mid 30s (that's the mid 90s Fahrenheit for our American readers)!


Scattered throughout this edition of "Making A Difference" are some
BEAUTIFUL ONE-LINERS
 Shared by Karen Lyons


1. Give God what's right -- not what's left.
2. Man's way leads to a hopeless end -- God's way leads to an endless hope.


DON'T LET ME BE DECEIVED
By Christine Chipman © 
 

Oh Father, don't let me be deceived
By the false doctrines men are teaching,
For the results they have are deadly
And throughout the world are reaching.
 
Oh Father, let me use Your Word
As my one and only guide,
And Father may Your Spirit
Be constantly by my side.
 
May He teach me the truth You have for me
And the things You'd have me know,
So I can reach out to the world
And Your love and mercy show.
 
I pray, Lord, that the words I speak
Will be acceptable to You –
That Your love and peace will flow through me
As Your will alone I do.
 
Oh Lord, I need Your guidance 
To teach me of Your ways,
And Lord please give me eyes to see
Your desire for me always
 
I only want to please You, Lord,
And Your desire for me fulfil;
Mould me, make me, take me Lord,
To do with as You will.
 
To be with You is my desire,
To be with You and You alone,
And when I die I'll worship You
Forever before Your throne.
 
So I give my life to You right now,
I give it all, not just a part,
For I know how much You love me, Lord –
So will You take my heart?




 3. A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.
 4. He who kneels before God can stand before anyone.




GUEST EDITORIAL
Inspired by the Holy Spirit
 

Editor's note: I wish I had written this month's editorial but I didn't! It was written by a dear Christian whose only desire is to serve the Lord and who doesn't want the publication of names or anything else that could take any of the glory from the One who inspired it. However, let me say that I wholeheartedly endorse every word!
 

"Jesus was not free because He didn't sin.
HE DIDN'T SIN BECAUSE HE WAS FREE."
 

     I want you to let that statement sink in a moment.  Can you see what it means?  It means that many times as believers, you've been going at things backward.  You've thought, "If I could just kick this smoking habit, if I could just get rid of this disease, if I could just get some money in the bank, then I'd be free."
     But you need to go after freedom itself.  Once you lay hold of real freedom, those cigarettes, that disease, and that financial lack will fall powerless at your feet.  They'll have no more ability to bind you than they had to bind Jesus.
     You may say, "Yeah, but people have laid hands on me until they've nearly rubbed all the hair off my head trying to get me that freedom - and I still don't have it."
     Listen, Jesus didn't say you'd have hands laid on you and the laying of hands would make you free.  He said you'd know the truth, and the truth would make you free!  He said, "Continue in my Word and you'll be free like Me!  Get in the Word and act on it.  Then the laying on of hands will work."
     I know it's thrilling to have hands laid on you for healing and feel The Power of God go through your body.  But let me tell you, there's an even stronger joy that comes when you get your healing or your deliverance by standing in faith in God's Word.
     You know you are growing up in Jesus when trouble comes and instead of running to the pastor crying for help, you go into your place of prayer, take your Bible and find the answer.  You begin to read, and as you do, you hear The Holy Spirit talking to you.  Every scripture you find that quickens your spirit, you write it down.
     Then, every night before you go to bed, you read those scriptures again - and you believe them.  Your body may not feel any different.  The devil may be standing by your bedside saying, "You wont get healed this time, I'll kill you in the morning."
     But instead of wilting in fear, you just say, "Shut up devil, and take your hands off my body.  I don't belong to you and I never will.  The Word says I'm healed and as far as I'm concerned, that's the end of it."
     The next morning you get your Bible and read those scriptures again.  Suddenly you catch yourself and think, "Praise God, I got so excited about these verses, I've forgotten to hurt for the last 30 minutes!"
     That kind of victory is the sweetest thing there is. 
Say Out loud
I continue in the Word of God, and I am a disciple of Jesus.
I know the truth and the truth makes me free. 
John 8:31-32
Luke 8: 11.  "Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
 12.  "Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
 13.  "But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 
 14.  "And the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 
 15.  "But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. 





5. In the sentence of life, the devil may be a comma--but never let him be the period.
6. Don't put a question mark where God puts a period.


 Nudge the Balance
Author Unknown
Shared by Doug and Jan Van Wyck 
    A 91-year-old woman died after living a very long dignified life.  When she met God, she asked Him something that had really bothered her for a very long time.  "If Man was created in God's image, and if all men are created equal, why do people treat each other so badly?" 
    God replied that each person who enters our life has a unique lesson to teach us.  It is only through these lessons that we learn about life, people and our relationships with God. This confused the woman, so God began to explain: 
    "When someone lies to you, it teaches you that things are not always what they seem.  The truth is often far beneath the surface.  Look beyond the masks people wear if you want to know what is in their hearts.  Remove your own masks to let people know who you really are. 
    When someone steals from you it teaches you that nothing is forever.  Always appreciate what you have.  You never know when you might lose it.  Never take your friends or family for granted, because today and sometimes only this very moment is the only guarantee you may have. 
    When someone inflicts injury upon you, it teaches you that the human state is a very fragile one.  Protect and take care of your body as best as you can, it's the one thing that you are sure to have forever. 
    When someone mocks you, it teaches you that no two people are alike.  When you encounter people who are different from you, do not judge them by how they look or act, instead base it on the contents of what is in their hearts. 
    When someone breaks your heart, it teaches you that loving someone does not always mean that the person will love you back.  But don't turn your back on love, because when you find the right person, the joy that one person brings you will make up for all of your past hurts.  Times a thousand fold. 
    When someone holds a grudge against you, it teaches you that everyone makes mistakes.  When you are wronged, the most virtuous thing you can do is forgive the offender without pretence.  Forgiving those who have hurt us is often the most difficult and painful of life's experiences, but it is also the most courageous thing a person can do. 
    When a loved one is unfaithful to you, it teaches you that resisting temptation is Man's greatest challenge.  Be vigilant in your resistance against all temptations.  By doing so, you will be rewarded with an enduring sense of satisfaction far greater than the temporary pleasure by which you were tempted. 
    When someone cheats you, it teaches you that greed is the root of all evil.  Aspire to make your dreams come true, no matter how lofty they may be.  Do not feel guilty about your success, but never let an obsession with achieving your goals lead you to engage in malevolent activities. 
    When someone ridicules you, it teaches you that nobody is perfect.  Accept people for their merits and be tolerant of their flaws.  Do not ever reject someone for imperfections over which they have no control." 
    Upon hearing the Lord's wisdom, the old woman became concerned that there are no lessons to be learned from man's good deeds. God replied that Man's capacity to love is the greatest gift He has.  At the root of kindness and love, and each act of love also teaches us a lesson. The woman's curiosity deepened. God, once again began to explain:
    "When someone loves us, it teaches us love, kindness, charity, honesty, humility, forgiveness, acceptance, and all of these can counteract all the evil in the world.  For every good deed, there is one evil deed.  Man alone has the power to control the balance between good and evil, but because the lessons of love are not taught often enough, the power is too often abused. 
    When you enter someone's life, whether by plan, chance or coincidence, consider what your lesson will be.  Will you teach love or a harsh lesson of reality?  When you die, will your life have resulted in more loving or more hurting?  More comfort or more pain?  More joy or more sadness?  Each one of us has the power over the balance of the love in the world. Use it wisely!" 
    Don't miss an opportunity to nudge the world's scale in the right direction! 


God Knows Best!
Shared by Harvey and June Schneider
    I once knew a man who lost his job as Vice President of National Sales for a large company.  There was no apparent reason for the firing.  He just went in one morning as usual, and they let him go.  He and his family went through a very difficult year while he looked for work.  The whole time, that family continually questioned why God would cause him to lose that wonderful job that he loved so much.

    A year later, all of the top executives of that company came under federal indictment for fraud - even some who were innocent. Had that man remained in that company one week longer, he would have been one of the ones indicted! When he thought God had been causing him and his family pain, in reality God was protecting him from an even greater pain!

    If you're frustrated right now with God's timing in your life, remember His eternal schedule - and rejoice that He is planning ahead for you!




7. Are you wrinkled with burden? Come to the church for a face-lift.
8. When praying, don't give God instructions -- just report for duty.


 MAILBOX


The following URL was sent to me during the last fortnight by a reader and, whilst I don't think she would like her name published since it was personal, I'm sure you will agree that the presentation and message are beautiful so I'm putting it here for you to share with your own special Internet friends.
Friendship Across The Miles *


Dear God,

I'm writing to say I'm sorry
For being angry yesterday
When you seemed to ignore my prayer
And things didn't go my way

First, my car broke down
I was very late for work
But I missed that awful accident
Was that your handiwork?

I found a house I loved
But others got there first
I was angry, then relieved
When I heard the pipes had burst!

Yesterday, I found the perfect dress
But the color was too pale
Today, I found the dress in red
Would you believe, it was on sale!

I know you're watching over me
And I'm feeling truly blest
For no matter what I pray for
You always know what's best!

I have this circle of E-mail friends,
Who mean the world to me;
Some days I "send" and "send",
At other times, I let them be.

When I see each name download,
And view the message they've sent;
I know they've thought of me that day,
And "well wishes" were their intent.

I am so blessed to have these friends,
With whom I've grown so close;
So this little poem I dedicate to them,
Because to me they are the "Most"!

So to you, my friends, I would like to say,
Thank you for being a part;
Of all my daily contacts,
This comes right from my heart.

God bless you all is my prayer today,
I'm honoured to call you "friend";
I pray the Lord will keep you safe,
Until we write again.

God Bless
 





9. Don't wait for six strong men to take you to church.
10. We don't change God's message -- His message changes us.




 "God's Deal With YOU" 

By David Rex Holt
GET YOUR COPY NOW
195,000 WORDS - 418 PAGES
JUST $35.00 + $13.50 POSTAGE AND PACKING
CLICK HERE FOR ORDER FORM
 

    God's Deal With YOU will inspire you to draw closer to God while challenging you to examine where you stand in obedience to God's Word. What did Jesus mean when he said, "If you want to enter life, obey the commandments?" What is spiritual warfare? What is faith? What kind of praise does God desire? These questions and more are some of the issues that are addressed in God's Deal With YOU. This book will challenge you in ways that no other book can. You will be challenged in areas you never even thought of. The truths shared in this book are straight from the Word of God. Reading this book has helped me to understand what obeying God really means. The Scriptures came to life in ways I never thought possible!  If you want to be challenged in your walk with God and if you are ready to truly examine your heart then this book is for you!                 
Yvette Burleigh
 



11. The church is prayer-conditioned.
12. When God ordains, He sustains.


 GREAT LINKS
Please make the time to visit the web sites below.
Their owners have put many hours work into producing beautiful testimonies,
most of which take only a few moments to read and enjoy.
A big "Thank you" to all the dear friends who have taken the time to send these to us.
If you would like your web site to be included in this column, please email us.
We would love to hear from you.
 

* Indicates the site includes music
 

JUST FOR FUN
This first one isn't Christian or anything else.
But it IS fun!
 

WEB SITE
Archaeological Evidence of Jesus
 

MESSAGES
As I Walk Through Life *
God's Long Distance Service *
 

POEMS
 

You Give So Much *
I Have A Wonderful Life *
Making Sarah Cry *
When Tears Must Fall *
He's Always There *
When The Angels Are Near *
The Master Painter *
Faith Hopes Forever *
 

SONG
Calling My Children Home *
By Emmylou Harris




13. WARNING: Exposure to the Son may prevent burning.
14. Plan ahead -- It wasn't raining when Noah built the ark.


THE SCALES
Shared by Peggy
 
"Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity."
Job 31:6

     It was almost like a dream.

     I had felt kind of distant from God for some time, so I decided to ask Him about it.  I called out, "Father, I don't feel close to you anymore, what's happened?"

     Immediately, I heard the Lord speaking to my heart, "Take a look at the scales."

     "What scales?" was my natural response.

     "The scales of your life," He said.

     Right before my eyes, a set of scales appeared.   On one side was a label entitled "Close to God."  It was almost empty and was way up in the air.  The other side was labeled, "Distant from God."  You guessed it, it was almost completely full and was so heavy it weighed to the ground.

     I was puzzled at what I saw and asked God about it... "Father, what does this mean?  I understand that I am not close to you right now and I know that I am distant from you, but what are these scales all about?"

     "Son, these two sides of the scales weigh all of the things you do each day of your life," God said to me. "Some things draw you closer to me and are weighed on one side, while other things you do don't draw you close and can actually drive you away, they are weighed on the other side."

     "What kinds of things?" I questioned Him.

     God poured out the contents of each side of the scales and gave me the following comparison from the last 24 hours of my life...

     Reading the newspaper and my favorite mystery novel, 60 minutes.  Reading the Bible, 5 minutes.

     The scales tipped towards the "Distant" side.

     Talking about the sports scores with my buddies and the gossip with my co-workers, 72 minutes.  Talking about the Lord Jesus, 1 minute.

      The scales continued to tip in the wrong direction.

      Watching an R-rated movie, 112 minutes.  Praying to the Lord, 4 minutes, 30 seconds. (I said a quick prayer before going to sleep and asked a blessing before a meal)

      I see a pattern forming here.

     Decisions made without consulting the Lord, 128.  Decisions made after seeking God's will, 1.

     On and on, I examined the contents of the scales and saw even clearer why things were tipping in the wrong 
direction and I felt so far away from God...

    Times I demanded my own way, 87.  Times I was unselfish, 4.  Discouraging, negative comments I made, 91.  Encouraging, uplifting comments I made, 12.  Visits to the grocery store, video store, and department store, 74 minutes.  Visits to those in the hospital, nursing home, shut-ins and the lost, 0.  Work for my employer, 8 hours, 15 minutes.  Work for the Kingdom of God, 4 minutes.  Times I displeased God during those 8 hours, 15 minutes (off-color jokes, "little white lies," gossip, laziness, not standing up for what is right, etc.) 14.  Times I exalted Christ during those 8 hours, 15 minutes, 2.

    I'm telling you the truth, I looked at those scales in disbelief.  Could this be true?  And yet, the scales were accurate.  Doesn't take a genius to figure out why I wasn't feeling close to God, does it?

     I looked at the Lord and began to cry out to Him, "Father, I'm so ashamed.  I feel so far away from you.  I just want to be close to you...would you please forgive me?"

     Immediately, I saw the "stuff" in the "Distant" side disappear.  The scales dipped down to the "Close" side and I felt the distance between my Lord and I fade away.  I felt close to Him for the first time in a long time. And I knew what I needed to do to keep the scales tipped in the right direction... spend more time doing things that will draw me close to Christ, and less time doing things that drive me away.

     What about you, Christian?  When you look at the scales in front of you today, what do you see?  Be honest with yourself.  Do you see scales dipped low on the "Distant" side because so much of your life revolves around yourself and the things of the world?  Or, can you honestly say that you feel "Close" to the Lord today because the "stuff" hanging on the scales of your life are Christ-centered?

     I'll ask again, when you look at the scales in front of you today, what do you see?


Father and The Son *
By Doug Van Wyck


15. Most people want to serve God, but only in an advisory position.
16. Suffering from truth decay? Brush up on your Bible.


 DEVOTIONALS
If you enjoy stimulating, succinct and Scripturally sound daily devotionals,
I highly recommend that you have a look at the following web sites
where you can read some past messages and enrol for the daily mailings.
God Today - Daily Word
(Click ARCHIVE at the top left)
A Note From Heaven *
Take this link to The Father's Place where you can subscribe to daily encouragement.
Morning Spirit Lift
To be honest, I don't know how Deb does what she does every day!
Walking In Truth
A hard-hitting daily message by Connie M Giordano.
Eddy Ministries
Written in contemporary English they are insightful, entertaining and educational. 
Life Changing Love
A verse of Scripture for your soul and a smile for your spirit.




 17. Exercise daily -- walk with the Lord.
18. Never give the devil a ride -- he will always want to drive.


RECOMMENDED WEBSITES
Amazing Facts
Reaching the world with God's end-time message
By Doug Batchelor
 

The Advent Message
The TRUTH, the whole TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH
By Brent Whinfield




TIME CHANGER
By Carl Giordano
 

I have not been in a Movie Theatre in about 30 years.... it’s generally NO PLACE FOR A CHRISTIAN TO BE. But after hearing Rich Christiano (on Christian TV) talking about this new film that he made, I couldn't wait to see it. It's titled "TIME CHANGER" and it opened in Dallas today, Oct. 26th, and we went to see it. NO SEX, NOT EVEN A SMOOCH! NO VIOLENCE!
NO IMMODEST DRESS! NOT ONE CUSS WORD!
 

PLENTY OF JESUS AND MORE JESUS!!! PLENTY OF GOSPEL, HEAVEN OR HELL, REPENT OR PERISH!!! --- CHRISTIAN SEMINARY PROFESSOR OF THE 1800'S IS TRANSPORTED, VIA TIME MACHINE, TO OUR TIME AND GENERATION AND IS APPALLED BY THE SIN AND COMPROMISE EVERYWHERE---ESPECIALLY IN THE CHURCH!!! .........
 

You will have to go see it to find out the rest of the story. I never in my wildest imagination ever thought I would ever recommend that Christians "Go To A Movie." But I am recommending you do just that and go see--"TIME CHANGER."
 

WARNING NOTE: I hadn't been to a movie in so long that I forgot there were--"PREVIEWS OF COMING ATTRACTIONS" prior to the film. So, you may want to take along a BLIND FOLD and some EAR PLUGS to make it through "THE COMING ATTRACTIONS."  Or, you could time it so that you walk in just as this filth is ending and the movie is beginning.
 

Tell all the SINNERS you possibly can about this Movie. That includes the CHURCH GOIN' SINNERS. 
 

Also, all truly born again folks will be stirred and challenged by this GODLY FILM.
 

There are Actors and Actresses, in the film, that used to be BIG TIME HOLLYWOOD STARS---but now they have forsaken Hollywood and are ON FIRE FOR JESUS. 
Not Hollywood Holiness, these folks are the real McCoy.




 19. Nothing else ruins the truth like stretching it.
20. Compassion is difficult to give away because it keeps coming back.


TO BRING A SMILE


 RECALL NOTICE
(Shared by Paul and Joanne Recht)
    The Maker of all human beings is recalling all units manufactured, regardless of make or year, due to the serious defect in the primary and central component of the heart.  This is due to a malfunction in the original prototype units code named Adam and Eve, resulting in the reproduction of the same defect in all subsequent units.  This defect has been technically termed, "Sub-sequential Internal Non-morality," or more commonly known as SIN, as it is primarily expressed.

 Some other symptoms:

 [a] Disobedience

[b] Loss of direction
 [c] Foul vocal emissions
 [d] Amnesia of origin
 [e] Lack of peace and joy
 [f] Selfish, or violent behaviour
 [g] Depression or confusion in the mental component
 [h] Fearfulness
 [i] Idolatry
 [j] Rebellion


     The Manufacturer, Who is neither liable nor at fault for this defect, is providing factory authorized repair and service free of charge to correct this SIN defect.  The Repair Technician, Jesus, has most generously offered to bear the entire burden of the staggering cost of these repairs.


There is no additional fee required.


    The toll free number to call for repair in all areas is: P-R-A-Y-E-R. Once connected, please upload your burden of SIN through the REPENTANCE procedure.  Next, download ATONEMENT from the Repair Technician, Jesus, into the heart component.  No matter how big or small the SIN defect is, the Jesus will replace it with:


 [a] Love
 [b] Joy
 [c] Peace
 [d] Patience
 [e] Kindness
 [f] Goodness
 [g] Faithfulness
 [h] Gentleness
 [i] Self-control


     Please see the operating manual, HOLY BIBLE, for further details on the use of these fixes. As an added upgrade, the manufacturer has made available to all repaired units a facility enabling direct monitoring and assistance from a resident Maintenance Technician, the Holy Spirit. Repaired units need only make Him welcome and He will take up permanent residence on the premises!


    WARNING: Continuing to operate the human being unit without correction voids the Manufacturer's warranty, exposing the unit to dangers and problems too numerous to list and will result in the human unit being permanently impounded. For free emergency service, call on JESUS.


    DANGER: The human being units not responding to this recall action will have to be scrapped in the furnace.  The SIN defect will not be permitted to enter Heaven so as to prevent contamination of that facility.


NEWS FLASH
Washington, D.C.
Shared by Nancy Wall
    A Senate Committee composed of Senators Daschle, Clinton, and Feinstein have announced that the rescue of the Pennsylvania coal miners has been cancelled, and the miners will, by recommendation of the Committee, be placed back in the mine. The Senators noted the following violations in the rescue process: 
10. Heavy diesel equipment was moved to the rescue site without concern for possible air pollution.
9. Water was pumped out of the mine without first determining if it was polluted, or providing an environmentally safe catchments area for the water.
8. Numerous holes were drilled in the ground during the rescue, without first performing an Environmental Impact study.
7. No effort was made to ensure racial, ethnic, and sexual diversity of the rescue workers.
6. The Governor of Pennsylvania was heard to "Thank God" during a live television broadcast of the rescue, violating the separation of church and state.
5. Several people at this public, government supported, rescue mentioned praying.
4. The trapped miners did not represent a diversified cross section of American society.
3. Jesse Jackson, Al Sharpton, and Hillary Clinton were not given sufficient time to make speeches at the site.
2. The Senate was not given sufficient time to determine whether or not any Republican officeholder owned stock in the coal company, thus being responsible for the conspiracy that caused the mine to flood.
1. No one mentioned that Al Gore invented mine rescues.

Final Recommendations of the Committee:
"A diversified group of miners will be chosen and placed back into the mine shaft, the holes will be sealed, the water will be returned to the mine, and the rescue will then be undertaken again, in an environmentally and politically correct manner", the Committee noted! 



   AND,
TO BRING A TEAR 


Two Babies in a Manger
Shared by Darrell Forman
    In 1994, two Americans answered an invitation from the Russian Department of Education to teach morals and ethics (based on biblical principles) in the public schools.  They were invited to teach at prisons, businesses, the fire and police departments and a large orphanage. About 100 boys and girls, who had been abandoned, abused, and left in the care of a government-run program were in the orphanage. They relate the following story in their own words:

    It was nearing the holiday season, 1994, time for our orphans to hear, for the first time, the traditional story of Christmas. We told them about Mary and Joseph arriving in Bethlehem. Finding no room in the inn, the couple went to a stable, where the baby Jesus was born and placed in a manger.  Throughout the story, the children and orphanage staff sat in amazement as they listened. Some sat on the edges of their stools, trying to grasp every word. Completing the story, we gave the children three small pieces of cardboard to make a crude manger. Each child was given a small paper square, cut from yellow napkins I had brought with me. No colored paper was available in the city. Following instructions, the children tore the paper and carefully laid strips in the manger for straw. Small squares of flannel  [cut from a worn-out nightgown an American lady was throwing away as she left Russia], were used for the baby's blanket. A doll-like baby was cut from tan felt we had brought from the United States.
    The orphans were busy assembling their manger as I walked among them to see if they needed any help. All went well until I got to one table where little Misha sat. He looked to be about 6-years-old and had finished his project. As I looked at the little boy's manger, was startled to see not one, but two babies in the manger. Quickly, I called for the translator to ask the lad why there were two babies in the manger. Crossing his arms in front of him and looking at this completed manger scene, the child began to repeat the story very seriously. For such a young boy, who had only heard the Christmas story once, he related the happenings accurately -- until he came to the part where Mary put the baby Jesus in the manger. Then Misha started to ad-lib. He made up his own ending to the story as he said, "And when Mary laid the baby in the manger, Jesus looked at me and asked me if I had a place to stay. I told him I have no mamma and I have no papa, so I don't have any place to stay. Then Jesus told me I could stay with Him. But I told him couldn't, because I didn't have a gift to give Him like everybody else did. But I wanted to stay with Jesus so much, so I thought about what I had that maybe I could use for a gift. I thought maybe if I kept Him warm, that would be a good gift. "So I asked Jesus, 'If I keep you warm, will that be a good enough gift?' And Jesus told me, 'If you keep Me warm, that will be the best gift anybody ever gave Me.' So I got into the manger, and then Jesus looked at me and He told me I could stay with Him -- for always."

    As little Misha finished his story, his eyes brimmed full of tears that splashed down his little cheeks. Putting his hand over his face, his head dropped to the table and his shoulders shook as he sobbed and sobbed. The little orphan had found someone who would never abandon nor abuse him, someone who would stay with him -- for always!

    And the Americans? They had learned the lesson they had come there to teach  -- that it is not what you have in your life, but Who you have in your life that really counts. We all should give thanks for the people that "keep us warm" in life; and for all of God's many blessings to us: freedom from want, life, love, togetherness, and for the enduring love of Jesus Christ, the one person who keeps us warm and safe for always.




 21. He who angers you controls you.
22. Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop.




BEYOND PRISON
 Justice God's Way
By Yvette Burleigh
    I received a letter from one of the inmates I correspond with sharing what has been happening lately in his life. He told me that his trial had begun and asked me to pray for him. He mentioned that although he was an accessory to murder, he was being tried as though he had committed murder himself. His situation came about as a result of being in the wrong place at the wrong time. He was with someone who lost control of his actions and a life was taken as a result. Now both men face possible life in prison or even the death penalty. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23
    It is easy to look at a situation like this and see how horrible it is. While this is a very terrible thing that happened, can something good come out of this? I certainly believe there can! The man who committed the murder is living in darkness and still in bondage to Satan. But the other man, whom I correspond with, has given his life to the Lord as a result of this evil Satan has caused. Both men may be convicted for their part in the crime committed, but where will both men spend eternity?
    My friend has made a choice as to where he would like to spend eternity. He may still have to reap what he has sown in his past sinful life, but he can now rest in the fact that he has eternal life. Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. Galatians 6:7The man who committed murder may be sentenced to the death penalty or life in prison. Unless he repents and gives his heart to God, he will perish. There is no eternal life for him. Can we say that justice has been done? What does God say? The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9
    Yet the Bible also says, Whoever kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death on the testimony of witness; but one witness is not sufficient testimony against a person for the death penalty. Numbers 35:30
    While God himself incorporated the death penalty, God also sent His son, Jesus, to die in our place for our sins. But we have to repent and ask forgiveness and ask Jesus to cleanse us and we have to make a choice to live for God. Both men may have to give their lives for the murder of a human being. One is choosing to spend eternity with God.
    This is why it is important that Christians reach the prisons with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Many are perishing and are living in darkness. God does not want ANY to perish. He wants them ALL to spend eternity with Him. Even though some have committed murder, and even though some have to die a physical death because they murdered, God still wants to give them eternal life. He sent His son to die for them as well as he did for us. Forgiveness is for them as well as it is for us.
    Why not help someone in prison experience forgiveness today? Why not reach out to them with the love of Jesus? A card or a letter does not take much effort to send. Isn't it worth one soul for Jesus? I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you visited me; I was in prison and you came to me. Matthew 25:36
    I ask again, has justice been done? How can justice be done with the man who committed murder and never sees his sin? Can we call this justice? His life may be taken to protect others from his wicked, hard heart, but that is not justice, is it? Removing a man from society is not justice! It is only when he has a change of heart transformed by the Lord Jesus Christ that true justice has been done.
    Crime is a result of man's wicked heart. The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? Jeremiah 17:9 It is the heart of man that needs to be reached. Who can change a wicked heart but God?
    Won't you join me in reaching a needy soul for Christ? Help bring true justice into this world. Write to a prisoner today. It will change your life!
    For those who would like to help spread the gospel via prison pen pal, here is the contact information for the organization I use. They will help get you started and paired up with the prisoner of your choice. They will also send you a little book entitled "Visit Prison in an Envelope" (A Guide to Prisoner Pen-Pal Correspondence) I found this book to be very helpful and informative. It has all the information about prison and what to say to inmates, etc… 
Prison Fellowship Ministries
P.O. Box 17500
Washington, DC 20041-0500
(703) 478-0100
www.prisonfellowship.org 





23. Give Satan an inch & he'll be a ruler.
24. Be ye fishers of men -- you catch them & He'll clean them.


    CHILDREN'S CORNER 



Do you like to have fun and know your Bible at the same time?
BIBLE TRIVIA QUIZZES
Lots of cool quizzes to test your Scriptural knowledge.
 





 25. God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called. 



      THE BKM PLEDGE
 

As our long-time readers know,
I have always thought of "Making A Difference"
and Beloved King Ministries as OURS and not as "mine."
 

Without the loyal and loving support of our readers who readily share
the stories, jokes and testimonies that they write or find, 
there would not be any magazine.
 

"Making A Difference" will always be free to anyone who enjoys it.
But that doesn't mean it costs nothing to produce and distribute.
 

I AND THE BKM TEAM PLEDGE TO PRAY
FOR EVERYONE ON THE BKM MAILING LIST
EVERY SINGLE DAY
 

I PLEDGE TO DO ALL WITHIN MY GOD-GIVEN POWER
TO BRING DOWN AND DESTROY SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT DECEPTIONS
THAT ARE BEGUILING GOD'S SINCERE AND BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN.  
 

Without YOU, this ministry is nothing.
 

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN BECOME MORE INVOLVED
 

WE NEED
PRAYER PARTNERS
If you would like to partner someone in regular prayer sessions
through a mutually convenient internet medium
PLEASE WRITE TO US
telling us a little bit about yourself, your own spiritual needs
as well as how knowing Jesus has changed your life
and the sort of person you would like to partner.
 

WE NEED
REGULAR FINANCIAL PLEDGES
FOR AS LITTLE AS TWENTY DOLLARS A YEAR
(that's less than forty cents a week!)
YOU CAN BECOME A PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
 

TEN PERCENT OF ALL PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS
IS GIVEN TO HELP STRUGGLING MINISTRIES
AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
IN THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES 
 

Email your pledge NOW
and send all donations to:
Beloved King Ministries, 1 Pinehaven, 176 Ewing Road, Woodridge, Queensland 4114, Australia.
(Please make all checks payable to D.R. Holt
since the stupid Australian banks won't accept anything else!)
 

Jesus said,
"Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured unto you."
(Luke 6:38)
    
AND
WE NEED
YOUR PRAYERS
SATAN DOESN'T LIKE WHAT THIS MINISTRY IS DOING
WE ARE A THREAT TO HIM!
SO PLEASE ASK GOD, IN JESUS' NAME,
TO SURROUND US WITH GUARDIAN ANGELS.
 

God bless you all.                                                                        
                                                                David R. Holt


  PRAYER 
Shared by Darrell Forman

Dear Lord, 
I thank You for this day.
I thank You for my being able to see and to hear this morning.
I'm blessed because You are a forgiving God and an understanding God.
You have done so much for me and You keep on blessing me. 
Forgive me this day for everything I have done, said or thought that was not pleasing to you.
 

I ask now for Your forgiveness. 
Please keep me safe from all danger and harm.
Help me to start this day with a new attitude and plenty of gratitude.
Let me make the best of each and every day to clear my mind so that I can hear from You.
 

Please broaden my mind that I can accept all things. 
Let me not whine and whimper over things I have no control over.
Let me continue to see sin through Your eyes and acknowledge it as evil.
And when I sin, let me repent, and confess with my mouth my wrongdoing, and receive Your forgiveness. 
 

And when this world closes in on me, let me remember Jesus' example - 
to slip away and find a quiet place to pray.
It's the best response when I'm pushed beyond my limits.
I know that when I can't pray, You listen to my heart. 
Continue to use me to do Your will. 
 

Continue to bless me that I may be a blessing to others.
Keep me strong that I may help the weak.
Keep me uplifted that I may have words of encouragement for others.
I pray for those that are lost and can't find their way.
I pray for those that are misjudged and misunderstood.
I pray for those who don't know You intimately.
I pray for those that will delete this without sharing it with others.
I pray for those that don't believe.
But I thank you that I believe. 
 

I believe that God changes people and God changes things.
I pray for all my sisters and brothers.
For each and every family member in their households. 
I pray for peace, love and joy in their homes that they are out of debt and all their needs are met. 
 

I pray that every eye that reads this knows there is no problem, circumstance, or situation greater than You.
Every battle is in Your hands for You to fight.
I pray that these words be received into the hearts of every eye that sees them and every mouth that confesses them willingly. 
 

This is my prayer. 
In Jesus' Name, Amen. 



 OPENING LINKS
    Some readers have emailed us to say that clicking the hyperlinks in "Making A Difference" doesn't work. I don't know why that is but one easy way to get the addresses and access the websites is as follows:
1.    Highlight the title using your mouse (it doesn't matter if you highlight the music asterisk too - it will still work).
2.    With the title highlighted, click "Insert" on the menu bar at the top of your screen. This will give you a drop menu.
3.    On the drop menu, click "Hyperlink." This will open a window titled "Edit Hyperlink."
4.    Highlight the html address in the window labelled, "Type the file or web page name."
5.    Copy the address by pressing Control and C together.
6.    Close the "Edit Hyperlink" window by clicking the cancel button.
7.    Then open your web browser (Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator).
8.    Place the cursor in the "Address" window at the top (or, if you already have an address in there, just highlight it).
9.    Press Control and V together. That will copy the URL into the window.
10.  Press Enter and the page will open.

I have done the above and it took just 23 seconds from step 1 to seeing the web page so, as you can see, it isn't really as hard as the ten steps make it seem!


If this magazine has been forwarded to you by a friend and you would like to be added to our regular mailing list please click here and, if you are too busy to write anything else, just type PLEASE ADD TO MAILING LIST in the subject box and your name(s) in the body of the email. Also, if the email address that you want the magazine sent to is different from the one you send the request from, please type that in the body of the email too.
Also, if your name is incomplete in the recipients list (ie: first or surname only or email address only), because our address book is now so big, please help us by letting us know your full name so that the lists can be updated and duplication is minimised. For this please type UPDATE in the subject box. Thank you so much for your help in this.
On the other hand, if "Making A Difference" has been sent to you in error and you have not enjoyed reading it and would like to be removed from the mailing list, please accept our apologies and click here and type UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject box and the email address to be unsubscribed in the body of the email.
